
Oz-Traction Naracoorte June 2016  by Liz Pike 

Those of us who were lucky enough to go to Naracoorte on the CCOCA (Classic Citroen Owners Club of 

Australia) OZ Traction weekend over the June long weekend had a great time catching up with interstate 

Citroen mates from Victoria, Canberra, NSW and Queensland.  It was also a great opportunity for a 

shakedown of some of the Raid 2cvs. 

First stop for the South Australian contingent (Moorhouses, Thieles, Coxs, Henderson/Pikes and Bourkes – 

later joined by the Feders and Brian and Irene Woodcock) was lunch at the Tailem Bend Bakery.  Departure 

from the bakery was closely followed by the first incident for the SA contingent, on the outskirts of Tailem 

Bend, when the Thiele Traction required a bit of coil maintenance (actually replacement).  Fortunately, we 

had David Gries from Melbourne travelling with us so expertise was on hand!  Judy Cox benefited from the 

delay, using the additional time to knit her beanie.  

With rain pelting down, we proceeded via Keith to Naracoorte, where most of us checked in to the Big 4 

caravan park at around 5pm.  The rain had stopped by then so tent pitching was a dry affair (the more 

sensible people stayed in cabins or in the local motel).   

Chatter was at a premium at the Naracoorte Hotel on Friday night; food was good and the bar stayed open 

late (later for some than others). 

The sun shone for Saturday morning’s colourful Show and Shine in the main street, shopping and café visits 

were attended to, then we all headed off in convoy to a local sheep farm for shed activities and to marvel 

over an amazing collection of memorabilia (including taxidermied sheep which were right up Loui’s alley) 

and objects ranging from motorbikes to violins that had been made out of old bits of metal.  Dinner that night 

was at the local Naracoorte Historic vehicle club, ably organised and catered for by Andrew, Esther and Roy 

Begelhole. Women were banned from the kitchen after dinner and it was a happy throng of men who 

attended to the dishwashing duties.   

The club has its own huge clubrooms and members are able to store their cars there on a rotational basis. 

We were up bright and early on the frosty Sunday morning for a tour of Rymill’s Coonawarra winery, 

followed by lunch on the way to Penola, in the magnificent five acre ‘Zwar’s Garden’ at the home of one of 

the local car club members.  Both stops provided an opportunity for more car maintenance.  More winery 

visits and a quick trip to Penola including a mandatory drive-by of Mary McKillop’s significant sites and we 

headed back to Naracoorte in time for the farewell dinner at the Bushman’s Arms Hotel.  

Louis and Helen Burke were the proud recipients of the Iain MacKerras Memorial trophy for the Observation 

run which was in fact an observation walk down the main street.  They were also awarded the trophy for the 

most popular car – their shiny black Traction with its flags flying certainly looked resplendent at the Show 

and Shine.  Fortunately, its recently rat-nibbled upholstery was unobtrusive on the day.  It was touch and go 

for the hard luck award, with Simon Thiele competing with Peter Stringer from Canberra.  Peter came out on 

top with his Traction (with luck, temporary drive shaft repairs were able to be effected to enable the car to be 

driven back to Sydney. The clear winners of the Longest Distance Travelled award were Brian and Esther 

Wade from Queensland.  

Monday morning’s hearty farewell breakfast back at the Clubrooms was a fitting end to a great weekend.  

Many thanks to organiser Andrew Begelhole, Esther and Roy and the merry band of CCOCA helpers. 

Mark Oz Traction in your diaries for next June long weekend – it’s a regular CCOCA fixture! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


