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NEXT CLUB RALLIES:

A MESSAGE FRCM THE PRESIDENT

CC0Ci. is currently in a strange situation - 1982 has been
a record year with regard to the number of members'in the
club, holvever, apart from one or two events earlier in the
year (such as the Como Concours), attendances and functions
and monthly meetings have been very poor.

Your Committee is at a loss to understand the cause of
the present slump, as the range of events and functions'
both social and technical, is, we feel, second to none.

For a club that has well over'l5C full and ioint members,
of which about half Iive in ilelbourne, a turn-up of only
about 15 people at meetings 'is extremely di sappointi ng.

I have stated on a number of occasions that CC0CA is in
exi stence for you, the member, and that without your support
the club cannot exist.

At the'l983 AGi4, all Committee positions become vacant,
and I have already been informed that at least two current
members wil l be unable to stand again because of other comm-
ittments. Now is the time for you to seriously consider
where you want CC0CA to head and what you can do to help.
Don't be frightened off by the amount of work or time in-
volved, because it i s not as much as you think, and the rest
of the Commi ttee i s always ready to hel p.

Final ly, I urge everyone vrho regularly attends meetings
or functi ons to encourage another member who doesn't regul -
arly turn up to ci o so, and for the non-regulars and people
who never attend to make a special effort in 1983 to support
your club.

John Couche.

DEADL I NE t4arch /Apri I 'i ss ue: I B F ebru ary I 983

Austract'i on '83, JanuarY 29-31

i.j elding f*l orkshc, P, February 27 )

Harri etvi 1le.
35 Newman Street, ThornburY

CCOCA MEMBERSHIP:

Joining Fee (new members and late subscriptions): $5.00
criPtion: Full l,lember $20.00

Associate Member $ 15 .00
Full membeF, no costJoint uembership available to spouse of

: $5.00

CC0CA meeti ngs
at 8.00 Pm at
Civic Centre,

are held on the las
the Coffee ShoP Meet
l.l unawading, east of

t l,.lednesday
'i ng Room of
Springvale

of everY month
the Nunawadi ng

Road.

The magazine of the
Citroen Classrc Owners
Club of Australia
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In 1919, most automobile manufact-
ureFS, especia'l 1y those jn France, did
not give the ex-Dutch gear cutter Andre
Citroen, much of a chance of f inding
and holding a sl'i ce of the blossom'i ng
new industry called motorcars. How-
ever, after only eighteen months, the
Citroen Type A had secured a healthy
position in the sales market that the
company still holds today.

To follow up the success of the
Type A, Citroen, 'i n 1921 , introduced
an improved version of the original
car and called it the BZ (or 2-8, to
use its technical descript'i on).

Although the Type A and the 32
were very sim'i lar in des ign , wi th the
same chassis dimensions of track and
wheel base, very few parts in the two
cars were 'i nterchangeable. Mechan-
i cal l y, en g'i n e ca pac'i ty had i n cre a sed
to 1452 ccby increasing the bore by
three m'i llimetres, whilst the stroke
remained unchanged at .l00 mm. Brake
horsepower cf the new powerplant was
now a staggering ?0 bhp, giving the
BZ a top speed of 44 mph and a cruis-
i ng speed of 39 mph. Fuel consumpti on
was only average at a little better
than 31 mpg. To assist in cooling the
new engine, a belt-driven fan was now
fitted to the thermosyphon rad'i ator.

Externally, the B? was distingu'i sh-
ed pri mari 1y by a higher radiator than
that previously used, wh'i ch gave the

--rartr-?-

*4ai1g7 r 1--

bonnet a near horizontal stance. A

facelifted model released about half-
way throug h the product i on run feat-
ured new mudguards, which were flat
not ribbed, new doors with rounded
corners, louvres a'l ong the full length
of the bonnet, and the spare wheel re-
located at the rear. As with the Type
A, only rear brakes and a transm'i ssion
brake were supp'l ied. Four wheel brakes
were not introciuceci until the 912 model
was released.

The new model range featured a wide
vari ety of body s tyles to sati sf y a I I
tastes, and included a sports vers'i on
in 1923 known as the "Caddy", Unlike
the Type A spoFt, the Caddy was equip-
ped with side valves, but it produced
?2 bhp by virtue of a higher compress-
ion ratio, a special camshaft and a

"tuned" inlet system. A few Caddys
were equipped with arr after-market
overhead valve convers'i on by specialist
companies approved by the Citroen fact-
ory. These produced a healthy 30 bhp,
enabl i ng the Caddy to run to more than
90 kph.

0ther body styles produced by Cit-
roen on the BZ chassis 'i ncluded the
torpedo, a doctor's coupe, a three-
seat cabri olet, a coupe de v'i I Ie and a

landaulet in luxury and tax'i versions.
A utility vehicle called the "Normande"
was a I so produ ced, whi ch may h ave been
the forerunner of the modern station
wagon or break.
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The Normande was an interesting
variationr 0S it came equipped with
the front end of a torpedo and a tim-
ber utility rear end. Citroen thought,
qui te logital ly, that the timber boiy
sections would stand up to the rough
handling and loads imposed upon it by
French farmers mu ch better than woul d
painted steel panels. I.lhen a timber
roof was also add€d, and the name
changed to "Boulanger€", the van very
quickly became a favourite with French
bakers because of its ability to keep
the croi s san ts dry.

By 1923, the standard torpedo went
out of production, being replaced by the
BZ Normale with a polished timber dash-
boaFd, and a torpedo luxe with an
engine-turned aluminium instrument
panel .

As mentioned in the prev'i ous Tract-
ion Arriere on the Type A, Citroens had
to be capable of going almost anywhere
their owners wanted to take them. t,rihen
there were no roads, or the ground was
too soft or mar shy for wheel s , C itroen
half-tracks came into their own. The
dri ve system uti I i sed rubber tracks
deve I oped by the former manager of the
Russian Court automobile fleet, Adolphe
Kegre sse. The hal f- tracks were based
on his extensive experience gained in
building vehicles to traverse the snow-
covered Russian version of our outback.

The B? versions of the hal f-tracks
were perhaps the most sign if icant mod€l ,
being the type used in the running of
Citroen's famous "raids", The first
raid undertaken by the company from 1 5
December 19?2 to 7 January 1923, used
five BZ based half-tracks which sl'i d,
slipped and clawed their way across
3,200 km of burning Sahara desert from
Touggourt to the infamous Timbuctoo,
covering a route never before travelled
by motori sed vehicl es.

The Black Cruise, oF Raid, was held
f rom ?8 Oct obe r 1924 to 26 J u,r e 1925 ,
and travelled frcm Algiers to Mada-
gascar by two separate routes. Both
rai ds showed the wor 1 d that C i troen ,
as an automobi le manufacturer, cou ld
build immensely strong and reli able
vehicles and was a force to be reck-
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forward, but the remai nder of the body
varied in details such as door shaP€,
seatS, instrumentS, etc., as well as
in the basic shape of the body tub it-
se I f .

Later model Australian rear drive
Citroens such as the 81?, Bl4 and C

model s, are even more unusual , as they
were still bodied'i n this countrY
using tradi t'i onal timber f rami ng tech-
niques instead of the al l -steel meth-
ods employed elsewhere. To the best
of my knowledge, the first all-steel
Citroens sold in any numbers in th'i s

country were the Traction Avant 7

models, I believe that at least one
all-steel rear drive Citroen made its
way to the shores of hlestern Australia,
but it was probably a privately import-
ed example, as would be anY others.

Currently,'CC0CA' s membershi p li st
contai ns on Iy two 82's, one being Peter
Boyle's restored 1923 Roadster and the
other bei ng Jeff H arri s' \92? model
which is still to be restored. 0thers
that I know to exist are a second
"basket case" owned by Peter Boyle, a

good semi -restored example of a very
rare tourer owned by Aub Gamble near
Echuca, and a semi -restored roadster
owned by Darryl Tomkin in Bendigo.

0thers may still exist if you
know of any, please let the club know
so that both the owner and the club
can benefit from the possible exchange
of information on the model,

John Couche.

hffiCors

1923 BZ Roadst€F, owned by Peter Boyle.

About l0 pm one Friday night in.l965, the casual observer might have
noticed two gents roaming the streets
of Melbourne in search of a 1927
Australi an-bodied Rol I s-Royc€, whi ch
had been adverti sed by some s tudents
as for sale at 1750. It turned out
that the car was not theirs to sell,
but they had another "old car" which
was Iocated at "Luigi's Garage" in
Carlton. So out with the torches,
and the old car was revealed as a

fairly complete but very tired .l923

BZ Citroen Roadster.
Peter Boyle r.Jas one of the auto-

maniacs in quest'i on, and was very
attracted to the car, particularly at
the asking price of $60. But the
garage owner was not cooperative. He
claimed that there was money owing on
the car and would not release it.
Peter was not to be deterred, so he
turned up at the garage the following
Saturday with f ive accompl i ces and a

Fargo truck. [^lhile he and one of the
accomplices engaged the garage owner

to Queensland for when things settled
down. But the Boyles weren't to
settle down yet - not in Queensland
anyway. Two and a half years lateF,
they came back to l4elbourne, ev€r-
tual I y buyi ng a hou se i n Thorn bury
wh i ch ac comodate d the f ami ly and
crates. The crates stayed unopened
for another five years.

If all this sounds like a pro'l -
onged period of inactivity, it should
be menti oned i n Peter's defence that
among other thi ng s, he was con s tan tl y
on the look-out for BZ bits, becoming
quite wel l -known at the swap-meets as
the b.loke collecting parts for this
car no-one had ever heard of . The car
was reasonably complete, apart from
radiator cap, petrol cap and iro0dr but
the diff . was a mess (too enthusiastic
appl'i cation of the transmission brake
by Frevious owners?) and many parts
requi red replacement.

In 1980, Peter acquired a part-
restored 1950 Light l5 from Steve
i n con versati on , the others h i tc hed u p
the C'i t. and towed it away past the
open -mouthed creditor.

Peter's parents were not exactly
enthused to see an othe r car i oi n the
four already in the drivehrdy, so it
was not long before the BZ was
stripped, dis-ilssembled and lodged in
the rafters, where it was to stay for
the next two years.

As they say, Peter became otherwise
engaged - to Maria. The plan was to
prepare the car for a honeymoon tr i p -
taking part in the section of the 1970
International Rally running from Sydney
to Melbourne. But what was described
as a distinct lack of parental/farni 1y
help and cooperation left the car ass-
embled and mobile but bodiless as the
deadl'i ne approached and passed.

When Peter and I'laria moved to
Re servo'i r, the car was d'i smantled and
once more e I evated to the roof for
another two years. The thought of the
still bodiless car inspired Peter to
go to night school to learn panel-
beat'i ng and body construct'i on, and he.
finished the course with two mudguards.

Shortly afterwards, the Boyles
moved to Cairns. The BZ came out of
the roof - straight into crates. It
was consigned to storage and addressed



After in'i t'i al work on
and frame, the engine was
but oncc the time needed
ery was calculated, the a
was transferred to tire bo
panels were fabricated by
the originals as patterns
l0-15% of the original ti
the car. About aA% of th
frame was re-usable, the
made from Victorian ash,
structure was screwed and
epoxy. Hood bows t'rere be
an Echuca specialist, and
in time to accompany the
painted body, clamped to
BF, to the upholsterer (G
T horn bu ry) f or comp'l ete t
h'i gh-grade vinyl.

Peter h,as not the only
the pain barrier" during
Geoff llhiting, one of the
accomplices, Trds a consta
valuable source of both h

couragement. One night t
attacking the body with f
electric planer, among ot
a neighbour was heard to e
what they were doing. He
"hammering the panels ont
and relied "Yes, that's e t
scunded 1ike".

In the month that the
the upholsterer' s hands,
jtioning and assembly of
chassis took place. The
bored out and sleeved to
dimensions and the origin
pistons ma'chined to fit.
Peter Fitzgerald rvould po
expres si ons of utter di sbe 1 e e

car would make Adelaide on tit,,,-
New 0lympic 730 x 130 beaded edge

tyres were fitted in place of the tired
Barnett-Galss originals, and the roll-
ing chassis was final'l y mated w'i th the
body one week before Easter.

The en gi ne was fi red up for the
first time at ? am on the ThursdaY be-
fore Easter and road-tested, again
with the aid of 3eoff 'r^lhiting. It
sounded horri ble backfi red and stal l -
ed, but made it i^ound the block. The
reason f or thi s vtas di scovered i n Adel -
aide detached'i gnition leads to two
cylinders. A marked'i mprovernent was
noted rvhen it final'l y ran on all four.

Peter has a few finishing touches
to make door handles and a boot
catch are m'i ssing and the sPeedo,
which operates !:y a V-belt running off
the tail shaft, is not working. A

future proiect may well be the fitting
of a new head whiclt came with the car.
This head, a "Super Culasse" is actual-
'l y a factory-approved convers'i on from
side-valve to ohv',vhich, unlike that
f itted to the 82 Caddy, 'i s cross-f low.
The head, pri ced "200 shi I I i ngs" and
with double chevron markings, is un-
used, but lacks rocker gear.

The car is a rare model in Australia.
The son of a former owner believes that
there were on 1y ever fi ve s ol d in I'le I b-
ourne. It'i s a deluxe version fitted
with an eight-day clock and originally
upholstered in ci^ocodile pattern
leather, yes, tvith chevrons impressed
in the door flaps. The body was prob-
ably by the South Australian body

Sarda, and with'i n three monthshad it
on the road, with sprkling performance
in time for the .l981 Austract'i on at
Bend'i go reg'i stered three days before.
0ther Au stracti on i sts wi I I remember
Pe te r' s dee p ly sun tann ed an kl es at
Bendigo the only parts of him that
had been exposed to daylight as he
raced to finish the car on time.

Thi s experi ence stimulated him to
have another look at the 82. A usable
original B? crown wheel and pinion was
found at Bamwam Extens'i on (out of
Echu ca, Vi c. ) i n a comple te (? ) car
owned by Aub Gamble. The cond iti on of
the car i s i nd i cated by the fact that
it was comfortably transported back to
Melbourne on a 6 x 4 trailer but the
diff . st'i ll had oil in it and was'i n

good cond'i ti on.
Janu ary .l98 2 ma rked the beg'i n n i ng

of the really serious stuff . The tar-
get was to take the car to Cit-In '82
at Easter in Adelaide. Some of the
earlier work was unsatisfactory or had
deteriorated in storage, so that almost
everything body panels and fraffi€,
chassis, engine, pa'i nt, upholstery and
hood bows needed to be done.

Peter claims not to remember much
about the actual restoration work from
this stage or, but admits to relinquish-
ing all fam'i ly responsibilities in a

sustained burst of Citromania eating,
sleeping (not nruchr-) rvith tlte 82.



builder T. J. Richards, and the orig-
'i nal numbered l,iichelin wheels and
l,l ichelin wheel nuts are still with the
car. Contemporary sources indicate apetrol consumption of 7.5 litres ofpetrol and one Iitre pf oil per .l00 

km
(the p'i stons are f itted w'i th three
conlpression rings only). As far as
Peter knor{s, it is the only mob'i le Bz
in Australia, although Jeff Harris in
Adel ai de a nd Aub Gambl e have un res tored
ones. Peter is, of course, very keen
to obtain any furtlrer information on,

the model or on any other c
The car will be tra'i lere

i{arri etvil le for Austracti o
shortly afterward i s expect
eive a set of red plates, m

Iegally driveable in any "C
It would seem that the only
that Peter will have very s

which Citroen to drive th
Light .l5, ?CV, ID or Safari
that's another storyl

NEVU MEMBERS
Brian Edmonds
58 Kenneth St.
Longuev'i lle, NSll ?066

Leigh & Annette l,l asor,
943 Waugh Rd.
Albury, NSW 2640.

'50 Big 6

? x 5CV's
Bl4

LEITE
CITROEN HAS
ITS ADDRESS
It i s now:

CH AII GE D

Automobiles Citroen,
62, boulevard Vi ctor-Hugo,
I'leu'illy-sur-Seine
(Hauts -de-Sei ne)

Postal address: Automobiles C'i troen,
F. 92?08 Neui 1 ly-su r-Sei ne
Ced ex.

Dear PeteF,
as a brief follow-up to the

fea tu re on Peter Damman ' s rac i n g ca reer
in various racing Citroens (FD 0 (2)),
perhaps it might be worthwhi le Fecord-
ing captions for the 'illustrat'ions used
as follows:

Front cover: Citroen 6 at LCCA
meeting at'Burrumbeet, Vic., June

.ll, l95l (before spinning through
the rai ls and becoming a "p'i n cush-
'i on"),

ars a roun d.
d up to
n '83, and
ed to rec-
aking it
lub Rally".
problem

oon i s
e 82, his
- bu t

Peter Simmenauer

Page 2: Negotiating the LCCA hill-
climb at Rob Roy, Vic., September
23 or November 7, .l950.

Page 3: Shooting party 'i n the
Grampians, Vic. in I95 l.
Page 4: Advert'is'ing reference to the
f irst Bathurst w'i n in 0ctober .l950.

Back cover: Set-up for the 1950
Bathurst (another photo taken during
the race shows that the hub-caps
rema'i ned on, but confirms that the
race was run without windscreen,
despite the wet conditions).
Peter is unlikely to have looked as
'immaculate after the racel

Yours sincerely,

Bi I I Graham,
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As well as us-having the opportunity
to recruit nerr,, rnernbers for the club, it
enables country and 'i nterstate members
to renew acquaintances with the Mel-
bourne based members who make the tri p

to Bendigo. It was with great pleasure
that lve can record having seen and tal-
ked to about ttienty-f ive club members
during the weekend.

Membersh'i p enqu'i ries made over the
weekend have resulted in at Ieast two
new members to date.

Many thanks go to Russell !,Jade for
the use of hi s tent over the h,eekend,
and to ilay and June Fitzgerald for
their hospitality tred and breakfast
for a number of us and Saturday night
tea for about eigltt.

Seen at Bendigo: Peter Boyle,
Robbie and Jacqui Couche, Peter Fitz-
gerald, Lyle Garclner (Junee), Rex and
Margaret Gercovi ch, Bi I I Graham, Peter
Hughan (Ballarat), Krista LucdS, 14ark
14cKibbin, Le'i gh !lil€s, Gerald and Pat
Propsti ng, Robert and Jenny Stewart
(Sealake), Graham Stockfeld, Russel 1

Wade . ..

hstRallles
FEDERATION NATICNAL S'y\,AP I4EET, BENDIGO

As irr past yeay^S, CC0CA was repres-
ented at the largest swap meeting held
'i n Australia. This meet attracts peop-
le.from all over the country, and prov-
ides an excellent ineans by wh'i ch the
club can become more w'i dely known and
recognised.

Despite the warm conditions, people
were out in tireir droves and the stand
saw man,y enqu'i ries, sales of club shop
i terns and sales of motoring paraph€Il-
alia throughout the uJeekend.

Goming Rallles GITRAffION,SO
January 29-3.|, Saturday-14onday

Ie
Be there I

February ?3, Wednesday
Nunawadi ng.

February 27, Sunday
- .|.30 pm at the

Boyle's 35 Newman St. Thornbury

tunawadi ng

CC0CA Meetings and 0pen N'i ghts are held
'i n the Cof fee Shop 14eeti ng Room at the
Nunawad'i ng Ci v'i c Centre on the I as t
Wednesday of every month except December.
General Meetings 'i nclude formal Club
business and commence at 8.00 pm;

0pen Nights are informal "drop in"
sessions when coffee and chat are
usually the main attract'i ons. Club
Shop, Spares and Library are available
at all meet'i ngs. Visitors are welcome

As you may have heaFd, CC0CA w'i ll be
hos t'i ng the Nat'i ona 1 Ci troen Ral 1y i n

Easter .l984, which will be held at
Bal I arat.

The majori ty of the accomodation
will be at the Ballarat Inn, a world-
class convention centre reflecting
the character of the gold rush days.

The Inn includes every facility
from squash to swi mmi r9, and a rest-
aurant. Accomodat'i on can be econom-
ical lodge style or motel rooms or
suites. Caravans and camping sites
will also be available at a nearby
caravan park.

Sites for the vari ous events are
being arranged at the moment, and a
programme for the weekend wi I I be
available early next year. Stay
tuned for further information.

Wednesda

f ol 1ow. Break
crowd i

- details will
year's record1 as t

The National Citroen
hosting 'i n l9B4 will
Austract'i on for that

Ra'l 1y we are
repl ace the
year.

March 30, Wednesday
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The release of the Citroen BX to
coincide with the Paris Motor Show
(September 30 to 0ctober 10, 1982)
has been awaited with great interest
in motoring ranks. Essentially, the
BX is the first product'i on model to
be cornpletely developed since Citroen

would be simply a faceless corporate
produc t.

I was able to examine a BX f irst-
hand in the basement at 133 Quai Andre
Citroen in Paris, just after the 14otor
Show, and the answer has to be a verydefinite "yes" as to the BX's cont-
inuing Citroen identi ty.

However, Citroen has recognized
that their styling, though character-
istical Iy innovati ve and attractive
to many as a company hall-mark, isjust too advanced for some people of
conservative taste. t^lith the BX,
therefore , con siderabl e attenti on has
.been paid to marketing stud'i es and
specific customer demands, with the
a'i m of producing a car of great
strength of character, neither "run-
of-the-mi I l " nor eccentric and unable
to capture sales from other makes.
Again, I think they have succeeded.

Model Ranse. Five versions have
bee@ by combining the three
power un i t vers i on s (B X 62 hp/ q spe€d ,
BX I4 72 hp/S speed and BX l5 90 hp/
5 speed) with three levels of trim as
f o I I ow s:

BX ) Equipment Level I
Bx l4E) (Basic)

BX ISTRS Equipment Level
( Pa I I a s )

II

II I

D'i mensions. The BX is des'i gned to
s'loffien the GSA (which it will
presumably replace in time ) and the CX.
The relationship can be seen 'i n the
table below. For the BX/BX l4 series,
kerb weight i's actually less than for
the GSA.

Tyre sizes are 145 SR l4 x ZX/t"IX
,_BX 14) and 170/65-R365 TRX (BXtG).
el track is l.4l m (F) and .l.35 

m

,_.Weight distribution is 50 (F),(R). Fuel tank capacity 'i s 44 i
: BX l4) or 52 I (Bx I6),
Perfclmance. The smaller enginedBx'3-ffitch (Bx) or just Seat

(BX l4) the GSA in top spe€d, white
I!g bigger engined version tops the
GSA by l8 km/h. It will also outrunthe 1995 cc C,X Reflex/Athena (bV zkn/h), but not the 2400 CX.

Acceleration (0-100 km/h) is oriskat ll.5 seconds in the BX lG, with the
I 9*9. powe re d en g'i n es tak i ng I 3.5 an d
15.6 seconds respectively. Thus itmatches the non-FI CX Z4bO and will
out-accelerate the GS in comparable
models. Fuel tank range at lZOkm/h
varies from 59 km (BX) to 700 km
(BX l6) .

Construct'i on. The body i s a ste€1,fouFffi door hatchUack mono-

bonnet, boot Iid, air vents and bumper
assemblies, Some of these plastics
will help reduce third-party injury incollisions, while the under-floor
mounted plastic fuel tank should con-tribute to passenger safety. Front
and rear screens are bonded in to gain
tigidity without extra wgight, and-to
improve streaml in ing. Cl ose attenti onto streamljning gives an excellent dragfactor (C',) of 0.34.

Engine? The range uses two basiEnginei The range uses two basiciT'Fboth being light atloy ohcrol units. Both are mounted trans

(BX
I^Ih e
(R)
40
(Bx

BX l4RE) Equipment Level
BX l6RS) (Intermediate)

Ap-engl n es ,petrol units. Bot
versel y ( "Eas t-[,,lest"), drivi ng the
fron t whee I s vi a 4- or 5 -s peed ma nua I
transmissions. The smaller unit(similar to Peugeot .l04, 4 cylinder
Visa, Talbot Samba and Renault I4) is
of 1350 cc, developing 62 bhp DIN (BX)
or 7? bhp DIN (Bx I4ElRE).
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upper gas-f illed support'i ng and pivot-
'i ng struts (1ike i4cPherson), with sus-
pension spheres. Rear suspension is
by trailing arms with pistons and
spheres. Anti-roll bars are fitted
front and rear.

Brakes. Th'is is an all d'isc system,
duaT-ETffii t, sel f-adjust i r9, wi th a
Joad-sensitive compensator for the
back wheels. A self-adjusting hand-
brake works on the front wheels. The
braking system is boosted from the
hyd ropn eumat i c c i rc u'i t .

Steeri ng. Rack and pin i on w'i th
com[-TTanftounti ngs.

Comfort and ControJs. The BX seems
typTdE-T ortable" or
even more so at rest, and is reported
to be very relax'i ng and comfortable on
the road, with a slightly f irmer ride
than other French cars. (9_bserver Road
Test). Wind noise is repoFTEtI-TE
negl'i ble but there is some engine
no ii;,i:,1:;l:'.;x'::,ii,^or 

s access ibr e
to the driver appear typically compre-
hensive. However, the strip-type
speedometer may not suit all tastes.
The fresh air heating and ventilat'i ng
system is of high capacity (.l5 second
air change), especially important in
hot cl'imates such as Australia.

Front seating is w'i dely adjustable,
wh'i le the rear seats are designed to
maximize leg room and allow for fold-
ing down to provide extra carrying
space.

f he BX has now been released for
sale in France and prersurtably in the
other left-hand drive markets of
Europe. It is scheduled for release
in Britain 'i n the northern autumn of.l983. There are no f irm indications
yet as to the possibility and t'i ming
of the BX being released 'i n Austral'i a.

Conclusion. The BX unquestionably
conTTnu€J-h'e C itroe n trad i ti on of
producing di stincti ve and techn ical 1y
imaginative motor cars, of great com-
fort and exce I I ent road character i st-
ics. Futuristic and yeat attractive
'i n appearance, it will presumably
help to swell even further the ranks
of les am'i s d'Andre and to perpetuate
hi s

The Iarger unit i s of .l580 cc and
it is all new. It develops 90 bhp DIN
and is fitted to the BX l6RS/TRS models
and will probably appear later in other
Peugeot group and Renault vehicles.

Both engines use replaceable wet
cylinder liners. In the .l580 

motoF,
the belt-driven camshaft operates dir-
ectly on shim-adjusted cam-fol I owers,
as in Jaguar and others. Gas flow is
crosS-flow in the 1580 motor. Ignition
is pointless (magnetic trigger).
Cooling is via electric fan,

Gearbox. The .l580 motor uses a new
comlEffi-Fspeed gearbox mounted on the
left of the motor. The .l360 motor uses
an existing gearbox of four speeds
(63 bhp) or five speeds (7? bhp),
mounted beneath the engine and sharing
a common oi l su ppl y. A n " outri g ger "
transfer gear set i s used,

Driveshafts. These are of equal
lenffierchangeable on the BX/
BX l4 models. They are of unequal
length on the B X .l5. Inner j oi n ts are
Citroen tripod type and the outer
joints are of the Rzeppa type.

Suspens'i on. This continues to be
the-TffiTTi ar inde pendant hydropneumati c
system wiEh a 5-cylinder axial pump,
providing self-levell'i ng and constant
road clearancer pnd incorporating ant'i -
dive geometry. Height is adjustable
from the driver's console. The front
suspension uses lower wishbones and

2 - Caafiah
-i - Pistoa
t. Vdw
J . Afsaaa thrq
o- leom
7 - Oratrrrsr* sdct
t - Fuljtap

a - Dptabuot
l0 - Otl fillet
ll - Flt;xrl
12 - Conacctne-rod
l.l - Croashcir
It. Oil 9tro cad allnr,c filtct
lt. $aD

p imenslon and Performance Com arl sons
Bi 1l Graham.

cx
(2400 EFI - uK)

GSA
(SpeciaI

BX
UK)

len gth mm 4197 4 230 4 666

lli d th mm 1626 1650 1750

Hel ght nm l3{6 I 360 I 360

llheel Ease mm ?550 2650 28 45

lleight
(kerb) kg

920 88s (c)
900 (d)
eso I "l

I 370

l.lax. Speed
kn/ h

155
163
176

c)
d)
e)

Acce le rati on
0- 100 km/ h
s ecs.

l4 .2
r3.8 (xr)

15.6 (c) ll.5
13.5 (d) (2400 5-s carb.)
I l.s (e)

C on sumpti on ( a )
l/ I 00 km/mpg

(c)
(d)
( e)
(c)
(d)
(e)

( b)

8.5 / 33

8 .o/ rs

7 .7 / tt
8.5/33
8.e/32
7.5/38
t .1/ 40
7 .41 38

14.t120

9 -alzg

( a)'Urban
(c) Bx (d)

( b) cons tan t l2O
BXI4E, B)( I4RE

km/ h
(e) Bx I6TRS



Underneath theArches
No, 'i t is not the return of Flanagan

and Allen. Howeverr rnany of our club
members u,ill have heard or seen tantal-ising references to "The Arches', in
Landon, and be awaFe, as I wdS, that
the location has some special ,,attract-
ionstt.

I was fortunate in being recently
taken to the Arches by "Mr Citroen,,
himself, in the person of the enthus-
i asti c and effervescent F red Annel s.
Haying just stepped off the plane from
Melbourne, the location and the time
seemed to present me with an aura ofthe unreal, the mystical and the mag-
i ca I . Attri bute a fa i r porti on of Inatto jet-lag and general fat.i gue,

The Arches, iS the name iuggests,
are located within the enclosed brick
archways formed under an overhead via-duct, acqually where the rail Iines
cr0ss over Cornwall Road at Waterloo
Station on London's South Bank. The
name of an automotive electr.i cal bus-
iness whi ch formerly occupied the s.i teis still faintly visible over the door-
way .

The Citroen associat'i ons of the area
were immedi ately evident in the passive
form of a black, dusty and definitelytired big-boot Normale, "temporari lyi'
parked on the pavemen t ben eath the
viaduct and facing The Arches.

Fred led me through the arched
dsorway and past its heavy wooden door.
Itly eyes adjusted to the "subdued,, Jevelof lighting inside. I became awarethat the vaulted space wi thin r coveri nga floor area_of perhaps I0 metres by lZ
metres, was liberally filled vlith some
half-a-dozen Tractions in various stat-
es of repair. Most appeared to be
French Normales and Legeres.

A f igure di splaying the unmi stakable
garb and blackening of the exposed
areas of skin which characterise the
hands-on practis ing motor mechanic
stepped f orward and greeted Fred wi th
the warmth and familiarity of a kindredspirit. The smiling figure was 'i ntFO-
duced to me as Bryn Hughes, partner in
business with John Gillard. It seemedthat John was away, having just gone
over to H olland to chase up some parts.
(How easy that sounds when you are in
London I )

As Fred and Bryn chatted about var-
ious projects, jobs-in-hand and parts,
I wandered round the shop and took in
the scene. There appeared to be Tract-
ion parts (grilles, bumpers, panels,

mechanicals, etc.) Iiterally to the
ceiling in odd corners, while much of
the floor area was occupied by cars
currently being repai red.

John, a former accountant, started
the business in 1979 when, after gett-
:lg h'i s first Traction in 1970 (a-1939
Li ght 12 from Slough), he realised that
there was no one in car repairs who was
looking after the needs of the Traction
0wner. Now John and Bryn will tackle
any job, from the supply of mi nor parts
to a complete re-build involving body
and mechani cals. As wel l as Tract.i ons
Avan t, they wi I I de a I wi th repai rs on
earlier, rear drive Citroens. Their
business name id "Classic Restorations,,

As if this isn't enough, the busi-
ness site is the focus and principal
repository for the spare parts activ-
ities of the Traction Owners Club, of
which John is Spares 0fficer, Incid-
entally, John's current vehicle is a
Traction Commerciale which, because of
its internal capacity and its wide
rear opening,'is the idea'l vehicle to
cope with the practical transport
needs of the business and for vario.us
club activities.

John is careful to point out, of
course, that when he started full-
time on Traction repairs, Fred was
already doing just that, for many
people, 0n a part-time basis in add-
ition to his regular job. Fred proved
to be a tower of s tren gth su pp 1 yi n g
parts and information for John in his
early days.

It i s certainly encouraging to ob-
serve the degree of support. for , ri t-
ish Tractions which Classic Restur^at-
ions represents, and we can only wish
John and Bryn all the best.

Making our farewells to Bryn, we
stopped outside the door to greet a
smiling Alan Sibley who was just
alighting from his red Light 15 on
some T0C business.'The polished
aluminium Robri spats on Alan's front
guards caught my eye, especially with
their built-in slots to act as boot-
scrapers. Very down-to earth (liter-
ally:) and very practical.

But by now, it was time to Fe-enter
Fred's GS, go back to the hotel to
collect my (ever-patient) wife, and
for Fred to introduce us to an English
pub, a pint, and a ploughman's lunch.
No doubt about it, exploring these
distant parts of the globe is just all
hard work. Nothing more, nothing less.

-Bi I I Graham
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LePetltGltro6n
F0R SALE: 1 Citroen Roadster and I
Ci troen uoupe.

If that didn't have you running to
the telephone to enquire from your bank
manager the state of your fi nanci al
liquid'i ty, yoU can't be a died-in-the
wool C'i troenist. Unfortunately, this
"For Sale" doesn't apply to the real
thi ng ei ther.

Desiring these two tracti
actua'l 1y owning them are not
that any Australian Citroen
can expect to be able to do,in the "scale" world.

The long awaited Matchbox kit can
fill part of that gaplfpastic model
in 1/,32nd scale, it's a relatively good
representat'i on of the marque. The det-
ail is not of the high standard of the
Heller Big 6, but then ne'i ther is the
price($8-9).

The Citroen model is one of a series
of classic car models put out by Match-
box over the past two years. 0ther
models in the range include the Type
35 B.ugatt'i and the Aston Mart'i n Ulster.

T.his kit can.be built in either the
roadster or coupe form no doubt most
model collectors w'ould buy two and
build one of each.

The model is designed to represent
the current model available 'i n the
year .l939 in France. The Frenchness

i s 'i mmedi ately noti ceab I e by the metal
dash configuration and by the fact that
it'i s 'i n left-hand dri ve. 0ptions l'i ke
Pilote wheels are fitted to the car.
It is reasonably true to form'Except
that the actual shape of the rear body
section 'i s rounder on the original
than on the mod€1, although this does
not detract 'i n any vlay from the kit.

Construction proved relative'l y easy
except for the poor fit of the upper
rear body section and the bonnet. In
both cases some judicious filing was
requ'i red to enable a snug f it to be
obta'i ned.

All bightware on the model comes
already s'i lver€d, and this tends to
make it look a little garish unless
sect'ions of the trim are repa'inted.
This was especia'l 1y needed on the door
triffiS, as far too much had been "chrom-
ed". The back suspension, eng'i ne com-
ponents and the exhaust system also
requ'i red painting to bring them back
to "original".

The k'i t comes with clear and easy
to follow instructions for assembly,
making i; a far less daunt'i ng task
than the Heller kit.It has no parts to
assemble in "work'i ng order", therefore
requires less fine skill 'i n building.
A des'i rable addition to any model coll-
ection at d reasonable price.

ons and
things

fancier
except

11



Gearbox
PfffiT-shaft rear
0utput oil seals

Cl utch
FTI'w-lteel beari ng
Aux. shaft front

Front Axle

Rear Axle
Tapfue Fol

B r ake s

FdnT-b r a ke
Rear brake

Gaskets
ffif-f cyl.
Rocker cover 4
I'lan'i fold 4 cyl.
Exhaust flange
Sump set 4 cyl.

bearing 500357 25.80
4,55

beari ng ( pul

Tut'er wf'eel bearing 4?5654
Inner universal cross 441313

Tools
troweF ball joint extractor for 4 cyl
Traction - only $53 each.

* A good supply of body rubbers have
been rece'i ved. These are in a 1ong-
I as ti ng bl ack ru bber compound and wi I I
keep well. It would be adv'i sable to
puy now for the shelf or whatev€F, as
It may be a long time before we can
place another order for these iteffiS,
and the pri ce is unlikely to be so
good.

POA = pa rt temporari I y out of stock .

Pri ces for new stock may be higher.
D r i ves haf t pri ces de pen d on con d'i t i on
of shafts submitted for recondition-
ing. If you wish other parts'to be
ordered, please say so. "The d'i ffi-
cult we will do immed'i ately, the
impossible w'i ll take slightly
I o n ge r tt .

Please note:

* Do not send money rvith an crder; if
we sell out we will only have to return
it, You cannot be sure of pcstage costs
which a'l so are charged to you.
* 0n1y orders on official forms sent to
you in each magazine are recogn'i sed,
Emergency phone calls via a Committee
member will be considered if the car is
your only means of transport and the
lack of a part is keeping the car off
the road. Restoration delays are not
emergancies no matter tuhat timetable
you are'rrorking to. So do not promise
your unfinished cars for vleddings etc.
I probably will not be able to help you
as it is unfair for me to have to gc
chasing all over I'lelbourne to locate
the single part you are missing*t,lith limited capital, satisfying
everyones needs takes time. There aI'e
people who have had to wait for parts
for two years. Those of you vlho have
submitted order recently - please be
prepared to wait, you will get your
parts eventual'l y.

4. 40
'l ey) 3.50

I6.08
26 .40

Changeover driveshafts:
t-iUour $56, crosses $33 Per shaft,
plus reco. stub axles/spli nes/bal I
and sp'i got if necessarY. Minimum
charge per shaft $89.

ler bearing: Ll5/llBL 8.80
Bl5/118/5 cyl. 8.20

hose llBL/llB only 16.29
hose llBL/llB only 12.55

Exhaust pi pe /nuff ler
Timing case 4 cYl.

Rubber blare
trT@p rubber (greY)
Big boot bottom rubber
Door seal rubbers (set) I

I
l,lindscreen rubber (AIum'

I
I

Filler cap (grey) Post '5

Electri caI-5-VTTt-SFItce lamp switch ?-70
1? volt w'i per motor mount (exch.)16.50

Coolinq Svstem
Taffi-(pr.) 20.34
r,{ater pump overhaul kit 35.50

Steeri nq
mEfJnAcap L.H.S. l5 .85

Body Fi ttings
ciffiplates for llBL 5.85
Seat cloth IIB[. (orig. pre 1952).l00,8C
Headli ning .cloth I IBL only (grey)47.50

POA = part ternporarily out of stock. Prices for new

stock may be higher. Driveshaft prices depend on
condi ti on of shafts submi tted for recondi ti oni ng.
If you wish other parts to be ordered, Please say s9.
"The difficult we will do immediately, the impossible
wi I I take sl i ght'ly I onger" .

cy I .

4 cyl.

27 .65
POA
POA
3.69
9.24
1 .00
2.10

10 .27
5.50
4.60
5 .00

3 .80
4.00
POA

5 cyl

rBL/L'l s
lBlBl s/5
Frame)
lBL/LIs
1B/Brs/5
2



CTUBSHOP

PLEASE SPECTTY SIZE,
hIHEN ORDERING.

UoEt: T-f.00 each. (If i
is out of print, a good
be su pp1 i ed )

Contact: Robbie Couche
15 14itchell Ave.
Boronia 3.l55
Ph. 76? 6856

Mari a Boyle,
35 llevrman St.,
Thornbury 307.I
Ph. 480 3560 (A.H

Windcheaters and T-shirts :

Eh'eater or T-shi rt
and we wiII pri nt your chosen design for
$2.00 per garment 0R
*0rder a T-shirt, ptTnted from our s tock
for $5.00 CR
*hlindcheatE-Fs can be ordered,
stock is not held, price will
on current pri ce of garment.

blue on rvhite ovai back-
$1 .75.

Lubri cati on Charts:
Fff gh quali ty
Tracti on "0i
Cost: $.l.00.

reprint of original
I and Grease" chart.

Postcards:
TaefnTT assorted de si gn s ( Ci troen )
Cost: $2.50.

V.D.C, Restoration DirectorJ. l98C ed
T

Front Drive Back Issues:

but as
depend

COLOUR AND DESIGN

0ut of stock; new

ssue requested
photocopy will

Citroen ?CU 194--l9BZ (Brooklandq seri es

ffits). Cost: $9.80.

CLASSIFI EDS
F0R SALE: .l954 Big .l5. Excellent ori g.
condition. Black, tan upholst. No
ru st. 6 mon ths re g. Need s tyres
only for Ri,.lC. $2,800.
ALS0: .l954 Big l5 for spares or rest-
oration. Motor and gearbox very 9ood,
body fair some rust. $650 complete.
ALS0: Gearbox r,rith good Cl,.lP. $?50.
Light l5 front end with driveshafts,
gearbox casing and other bits. 0ffers.
Geoff ThomdS, Korumburra Rd. Warragul
South, vic. 38?0. Ph. (056) 26 .l38.l.

F0 R SALE : ?CU en g in e 375 cc, run n'i n g .
$.l20. Mark McKibbin, I Alexander St.
Box Hill 3128. Ph. 878 2410.

F0R SALE: Light 15 gearbox with CI.lP
'i ntact'i n usable condit'i on. $300 0N0.
Apply Gerald Propst'i ng, l8 Bellara
Drive, Mooroolbark 3.l38.

llBL: Speedometer and
wlreel, headlights,

r kit and good grille.
?) 54 917.l or wri te
anberra City, ACT 260.|

Windscreen Stickers:
ffi Cost: $.l.50

Ple ta I Gri lle Badses:

Pamohlet Boxes:
Tffid all Front Drive 'i ssues
published to date, rrrTffir more,
or about two years of almost any other
A4/Quarto s'i zed magazi ne. Avai I able i n:

Black cloth binding, f ibrary quality,
28 cm x 8 cm x 23 cm. Cost: $4.95.
Cardbt,ard "Foldaway"
?3 x cm x 8 cm x ?3 cm. Cost: $2.50.

Both can be supplied with free Front
Drive sp'i ne label , or plain.

Wi ne Glasses:
H'-a7ffiuTa-n'aged to break any of your
Ci troen w'i ne glasses yet? Smal I no'
of replacements available indiv'i dually.
Cost: $2.50 ea.

All prices plus postage and pack'i ng.

t^IANTE D: pa rt s or i n forma ti on I ead i ng
to for 5CV Cibie headf iglrts, oil
filler and dipstick, dash instruments.
Informati on, photographs, plans etc.
are needed to help build a boat-ta'i l
style body and hood. Contact
Frank Rodwel l, l5 lllooran St. , Cooma,
NStJ 2630.

F0R SALE: 1926 Citroen Bl4F Roadster.
Two-t hi rd s restored , 5 brand new
730 x 130 Dunlop tyres. ComPlete
less clock. B Lawson,523 The Parade,
I'tagill, S.A. 5072. Ph. (08) 31 9019.

WANTED FOR 195I
gauges, steeri ng
beari ng extracto
Bob Shackley (06
P,0. Box 1592, C

Whrlst every effort is made to ensure thd
accuracy of information and advice in this
magazine and in replies to readers
queries neither the Citro€n Classic
Owners Club of Australia nor the officers
and members thereof nor the authors
accept any liability
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