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Fast issues of Front Drive have included
a number of Eng stralian road
tes ts and commen ts on the " Queen o f. the
Road" r the B'i g Six or l5-Six as it 'i s

kn own 'i n 'i ts Fren ch ve rs'i on .

I^le thought that 'it might be interesting
to see I,iow the French regarded their
"Reine de la Route", and have therefore
tranSlated two articles from "Auto Retro:
I e magazi ne des 'f ans ' de I 'aum
ancienne" for this 'i ssue.
Unfortunately we have not found it poss-
'i ble to include all the photos from
these articles, but the text proved a

rumber of points: (l) how rustY the
translator's French was (2) that French
motoring iournalist's style is iust as

bad as ours, and (3) it's st'i ll a great
car.
Hope you enjoY 'i t.

Please note the section
Parts Voucher Scheme
v'ital'lyl

on the Spare
it affects you

Peter Fitzgerald
Bi I I Graham
Peter Simmenauer
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are held on the last !,lednesday of every month
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l,l unawading, east of Springvale Road.
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at 8.00 pm at
Civic Centre,
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IheWle3
The ,,Traction" is a unique Ph.nomenon in

automou.i le history. After co[]ng out with
i[i; ringtns ptatitude, !e wi]l not go into
all the OeaIiis of tnii ]egendary model, which
have been mul led over many times before '

The version with which we will concern our-
sel ves ne re i s the top end- of the s cal e, thg
dream of all apprentite collectors who see in
ii.';-i'.l5" the mbst accessible legend in the
historY of the automobile'

Rol]outtheredcarPetandmakewayfor
"The Queen".

In .l93q,-Rndre citroen h,as alive and still
full of Uoundless ambit'i on in the factory at
j;;el. Th; ;tract.ion,,was to be his last
sensation',-hi; rttimate gesture of audacity
and ori gi nal i ty bef ore t[. drama: the pl a.cing

etvershiP in December
demise in JulY 1935'

Press had gathered
I'for the unveiling
st general amazement
, the new Citroen Y{as

vations which made it
atrulyrevolutionarycar,becauseofits
front whe.i Orive, monocoque body, hydraul'i c

braking sistem anA torsion bar suspension '
The *uit..m'i nd behind this achievement was

Andre Lefevre' a man of 40, former test driver
f;; Gab ri ei voi si n, who !u9 come to ci troen
in March igSg aftei a b'i ef pe.riod at Renault'

As the des i 9n proceeded' the speci fi cat-
ions grew more ietailed. I'lhat had started as

;-;iie[i t'v;iirte' (Project. P. V. ) I ater became

in. h;ighi-or luxuiy !hgn it-appeared as the

va z ?cu- ui the Pari s Sal on of I 934 .

Americi h;a always fascinated Andre Citroen'
The proau.tion l'i ne, all-steel bodies, the
p;bl i ci ti, 

-niO 
ul 1 been impo rted from the

Uni ted Stit.i by Ci troen . Peop I e tal ked of
iii;-iCnivilerisition" of the C4 and C6i they

the "Chryslerisation" of the C4 and C6; they
saw Citroen in the pattern of Henry Ford and

Charles Lindbergh.
bli th the ??CU, Ci troen h,anted a car to

ri val the trans-Atl anti c product, whi le p.r9:
serving a Jttong f.ench character. Meanwhi le'
if,. V8- pos;d aeve I opmen tal p robl effiS , an d the
dream cru;biea raptbty when financial diffi-
culties piieO up in 1935. Three years later'
the i dea of- a "brande Ci troen " reasserted i t-
self . The V8 motor Y{as reiected in favour of
the idea Jf i ii*pler six-Lvlinder one, ds it
;;; *oie I ogi cal ind practi cal to add two

;tlinders t6 the four'cyljnder two Iitre
e-nSine of the "ll Normale"'

The "I5-Six" h,as unvei led jus! !efore the
holidays, in the middle of June 1938, but the
real launcning ioof place at the Paris Salon
in OctoUei of-the same year' -(F.r June to
i.pierber, ;nti Zg exambles of'the "l5-Six"
I eft the factorY. )

A few nro^ins'aiterwards, in February 1939'
a tong wheel base family version apPear€d,
backed up by a I imousi nL. The -prody.ti on of
th; "Fiftee-n" waS interrupted from February
I 940 to FebruarY 1946 '

In june lg47; the ,, 15-six G", that is to
say-InE-f irst version, h'as r9plu9t9 by. th9 

-
,, l5-Six Drr.- This chanS. of initials siglif.
ied a teihnical detaill the crankshaft which
had turned to the l eft on the "1 5-Si x G"

(G;rine) had the direction of its rotation
revers€d, [;niI the new appelation (Droit)'

From then or, onty minbr chalges Y{ere tnade

to tha "l5-S i x " bodywo rk, and those h'ere Some-

times of more pract-ical Lfran aesthetic value'
Large p.oiited'bumper !ll: which were stronger
were fitted from JLne 1950, while a rear lu99-
ig. boot 1,{as introduced on the model shown at
tIe Paris Salon in 1952'

In uui ig54; the;i5-Six", nov{ the dethroned
,,Queen of the Roadi', whi ch had dated aS ntuch



because of its old-fashioned appearance as by
i ts characteri sti cs, v{as gi ven i ts fi rst major
revision. Citroen presented what was in effect
a "15-Six H", a seml-experimental car fi tted
with the hydraul ic suspension that was to be
fitted to the DS I9 Series from 1955.

The Citroen suspension was not the fi rst
of its type, as General Motors and Firestone
had previ ous ly des i gned one i n I 953 ' The
French system, however, featured a self-
level I ing devi ce.

As we have seen above,1939 was the first
year of ful l production of the "Fifteen". This
bf course uras temporary, and production did
not get into full swing again until 1948' and
took unti I 1951 to reach its highest figures.
The "Fi fteen" di sappeared from the production
line in 1955 to make way for the 0S l9' while
the "ll " survived for another two years.

Ilhen the'15-Six" t{as introduced onto the
French market at the I938 Saloni the national
motor industry had no more than nine marques
putting forward cars of more than three Iitres
capacity, as against 1951, twelve years Iater.
The direct rivals in 1938 were the fol lowing:
- Peugeot 402 (6 cyl inders, 2140 cc)
- Renaul t Vivaquatre (4 cyl inders, 2383 cc)

because the press speci al ised at that time in
giving only glowing descriptioltl of everything.

In-the test of the "l5" published in the
Vie Automobi le of 0ctober 1938' there vias not
one crftjTism; not one fault noted, not the
sl ightest imperfection l "lrle must emphasise
the sense of security at speed that the l5CV
Citroen gives" read the first test, and again'
"The car is very flexible, and very silent".

It is true that, apart from such bl indly
uncritical opinion, the "Fifteen" is rememb-
ered as being a safe and comfortable car, a

reputation that was maintained, as can be seen
some twelve years later when the Au!o-Journal
publ ished a new test

In 195I, the "l5"s record production year'
the French competition consisted of these
qui te di fferent cars :

- Renault Fregate.4 cylinders,1997 cc,60 ch
at 4,000 rpm,130 km/h' ll litres/100 km,
860,000 F.
Presented for the first time in November
1950, the Fregate suffered from a lack of
refinement, which took a year to remedy.
In sp'i te of simi I ari ties in performance to
the "15', this modern sedan was more I ikely
to take cus tome rs from the " I I " .

- Ford vedette. V8, 2158 cc, 66 ch at 4,000
rpm, I 34 km/h , 12.4 I i tres /l 00 km, 925 '000 F.
The Vedette, conceived in Detroit, had the
faults and the qualities of other American
cars. Its brakes were Poor and i ts fuel
consumption high, but it caught up Iargely
by its comfort', si lence and smoothness.

- Salmson Randonnee. 4 cyl inders , ?31? cc,
70 ch at 3,800 rpm' 128 km/h,13.71 litres/
100 km.
Salmson was still on the crest of the Yrave.
A rather bloated body hid mechanicals whlch
were dated in spi te of an overhead camshaft'
and few examples were actually sold.

- Hotchkiss Anjou. 4 cylinders ' 2312 cc, 72
ch at 4,000 rpm, 126 knr/h, 13.2 I itres/100
km, I ,448 ,000 F .
In spi te of the el derly desi gn, the Aniou
was i wel I -l i ked combi nation and had excel l-
ent roadholding.

- Hotchkiss Gregoire. Flat-four,2,200 cc'
65 ch at 4,00 rprn, 144 knr/h' ll.4 litres/
100 km, I,898,000 F.
The most advanced of the contemporary French
vehi cl es, wi th i ts front wheel dri ve and

aerodynamic lines. But unfortunately, its
exceedi ngl y hi gh pri ce I imi ted i ts sa I es .

- Talbot Baby. 4 cylinders, 2,700 cc, I20.ch
at 4,200 rpm, 144 km/h, .l8.3 litres/100 km,
1,4??,225 F.
This car was hampered by tremendous weight,
which partly overcame.the output from its
Femarkable engine. Here again, the ravages
of time had made themselves felt in its
design.
In l95l-5?, the ,15'was still capable of

outdoing the opposition, which was h,eaker than
before the war. Unfortunately, i ts techni cal
I ead rras al I owed to s I i p ay{ay to al mos t noth-
ing, and it became harder and harder to main-
tain its market posit'i on.

In 1952, without doubt, the rrl5rr styling
I ooked out-of-date. Shortly after the Second
World [.Jar, European styling had been divided
betureen the temptati on of fol I owi ng the odd
fashions of American design or the clean lines
inspired by Italian coachbuilders. The rrl5'r

was not troubled by such matters of consc'i ence.
Designed in 'l 933 by Andre Lefevre and Fl aminio
Bertoni, the "Traction" remained one of those
rare sedans whi ch had not yet adopted the
"Pontoon" style, and had remained aloof from
the pass i ng "streaml ine " fash i on as we l J .

In 1952, Bertoni v{as already working on the
DS desi gn, and sca rcely concerned himsel f wi th
the future of the ".l5". This sculptor of
Italian orig'i n had modelled the first scale
models of the "Traction", but had continued as
an active artist while working on car designs.

The classical line of the 'rl5rr was hardly
changed in the 17 .years of its production, and
by the End of the Second [,lo rl d War, 'i ts appear-
ance could defini tely be said to be ol d-
fash ioned. Ci troen made no parti cul ar effo rt
to modernise it, preferring, 0h the contrar),
to I et i t age so as to as toni sh the publ i c a'l I
the more wi th the futuri s ti c DS.

It is evi dent that the timeless aspects of
the I'l5r' contributed to the building of a

I egend. l.lhereas, for a number of manufact-
urers, the v{ar was a brutal 'i nterruption,
fol lowing which they resumed on a new basis,
the "Traction" went through the hostilities
wi thout any obvi ous modi fi cati ons .

To what can be attri buted that image of
continuity, almost eternity, which the
"Tracti on " represented, and the sympathy whi ch
it evoked from the public? It is well known
that the perception of ol d cars i s often asS oc-
iated with childhood or adolescent nlemories.
Now, the 17 years of the "1 5 "s exi s tence di d a

lot to swell the ranks of its adrnirers, while
i ts I ongevi ty pe rhaps hel ped to erase Some of
the dark memories of the war years . ..

The aus te re s i l houe tte o f the "F i fteer ",
invariably black (except for the last series
which could be bought in an imaginat'i ve grey)
was an i n tegral pa rt of the French s cene
everyone had one. But it waS also well known
aS an offi ci al vehi cle. Senior pol ice, admin-
istrators, ministerS, all the important off-
icials spread their d'i gnit.y beneath the un-
yielding roof of the "F'i fteen". Maiority and
opposition alike, all the politicians went
ab6ut in the I'l5r' with the same formal sm'iles
... From F. Gaillard to Antoine PindY, and
from Pierre Mendes-France to Robert Schumann.

The greates t one of al I , General de Gaul I e'
was a fervent Citroenist. His driv€F, Paul
Fonteni l, had a "l 5 H" in whi ch the General
I oved to crui se a round the fores t of Lo rrai ne,
o r s i mpl y read and rel ax . He I oved the ca r
so much that he kept until it had done at
least I 30,000 ki lometres .

Jus t about al I ca rs , f rom the mos t h'i deous
to the prizewinners, have been subiect to the
attenti bns of s peci al i s t bodybui I ders . In
the case of the'rrl5,, such work was always
I ess successful than the ori gi nal desi gn' or



spoilt its unity. All the stylists who vent-
ured to meddle with the chassis of the ,l5rr
fel I fl at on thei r faces.

Antem. The Normandy coachbui I der used a

1939 Familiale as the basis for an attempt
to create a I a rge and tremendous ly el egant
limousine. The main body shell was not
changed, but enormous mudguards and a

rounded radiator grille in a pseudo-
American style were grafted on in an un-
harmoni ous comb'i nati on .

Fi goni . . Jhi t great coachbui I d€F, who h,as
responsible for some fabulous bodies based
on Talbot and Delahaye chass'i s, "committed"
a very ordi nary and rather thi ck-set couper
whi ch he named "Squale ". It was unvei l ed
at the Spring Concours d'Elegance in 195?.
t'lorbJaufen. This Swiss firm made a heavy-
looking vers'i on, which had all-enveloping
mudguards and a bul bous rear boot.
Langenthal . Th'i s other Swi ss coachbui I der
made several Citroen cabriolets, more or
less altered, one of which was a rrl5rr with
running boards and faired-in headlights.
Beutler. This coachbuilder from Thun'
Switzerland, made a four-seat coupe with
pontoon bodywork in .l950.

Saura . Shown a t concours d ,el egan ces .i 
n

1947 h,as a ,l5rr limousine with i very
heav.y f ront secti on added to a I argely un-
changed hull.

Among the special bodies constructed on thetrl 5, ch ass'i s, two occupy an es peci al Iy p ri vi I -
99ea pl ace, as they were ordered by the. French
President, who h,as Rene Coty at that time.- Franay. The I imousi ne appeared 'i n 0ctober

1955. It had been designed by the young
stylist Philippe Charbonneaux, but was made
by Franay coachbuilders using the time-
h onoured procedure of wooden frami n q . As
an econ0my measure, they used a good manyparts from other I uxury vehi cl es. The Franay
I imousine was last used in May 1968.
Chapr'on. This'huge convertible was a good
exampl e of the s tyl e of Hen ri chapron, marked
by elegant simplicity and a certain heaviness
of style. And a number of details, such as
the ra'diator grille, were definitely reminis-
cent of the Hotchkiss I

I.lritten by Serge Bellu
Translated by Peter Simmenauer



A*ththtMolte.

It is hard to judge a car that was ranked
as highly by the pubf ic 'i n its time as the
" Queen af the Roa d " .

The 1S/0 is more than a great touring car,
i t is a national insti tuti on such as the
French from time to time make to prove to
themselvBs, and to the world at 1arge, that
they have a touch of genius

And the "Queen " achi e ved tha t pos i ti on on
the vote of the motoring popul ation. I t est-
ablished its title over constant opposition
and never let its reputation down. That is
why it can be considered the greatest of the
French popular cars, even though nobody's
perfect, and the "Queen" rvas no exception to
the rul e .

When it first appear€d, it only repres-
ented a consol ati on pri ze to those Ci troeni sts
frustrated by not being able to try the myth-
ical "22" at least once. The 15/6 when
I aunched was supposed to offer roughly what
the "22" had represented four years earlier.
l,lhat it had lost in panache, it had gained
largely in handling, economy and simplicity.

I n I 938, i t was one of the ra re p roducti on
ca rs wh i ch coul d average more tha n I 00 km/h
on a tri p, perf ormance wh i ch lvas normal ly
reserved for cars such as the Del ahaye I 35,
Bugatti Type 57 or Talbot T23.

But a t the ti me, the pub I i c 's attenti on
was being more drawn to other things. Al-
though a champi on when I aunch€d, the car
woul d not be recogn i se d as the "Queen " un ti l
peace had return€d, France had returned to
normal and an escap'i st demand had emerged.

After .l946, the French were anxious to
forget the dark years, and wanted to be able
to indul ge themsel ves more, perhaps to
remember a meeting with "those that had one".
So little by little, the legend greh,, not
wi thout sorne exaggeration along the way.

Before long, fantastic figures were belng
unblushingly quoted, such as "c'l ocking 150
without even trying". Soon aft€F, cliims that
no other car had comparable performance were
circulating.

Such claims were not really untrue, they
were only a trifle optlmistic. It was cert-
ainly true that, on a highway, a Delahaye 135
could beat it, and that its 130 km/h effective
top speed wasn't qui te so impressi ve after the
war. But all the same, one couldn't admit too
many weaknesses in it when all of France and
abroad had the'i r eyes fixed on it.

A group of enthusiasts became estab'l ished
who were having far too much fun driving their
cars to be truly objective, and who, even more

tISl,,tXE.Ie:torv, boosted the reputation or

In j ust a few short yea rs, i t became the
p referred trans po rt of I eadi ng ci ti zens both
in the country and in Paris. It h,as just as
likely to be used by doctors, lawyers or
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in a fiel d after flying beauti ful ly through 
I

the a i r, the l5 woul d go ef f ortl ess ry, as i t .

was known that it would always stay on the
road. I t YJas unt roubl ed by unmade roa ds , andits tyres were equally at home on treacherous
and slippery cobblestones and mountainous
hairpins, where it left the rest for dead,
I eaving nothing more than the si ght of the
simple sign on the right rear how symbolic.

It effectively reigned over all kinds of
roads, and i ts manoeuvrabi I i tyr S Uperi or to
al I the French producti on cars of the immed-
iate post-war period, €rabled it to overtake
in an instant, even approaching dangerous
bends. I,lith it, car travel Iost much of its
adventurous and hazardous nature. It could
recover from a good number of human errors,
correct cl umsiness, forgive mistakes and bad
iuqgements ... and if at timBS, i t actual ly
refused to hel p, wel I that was ampl e evi dence
that the dri ver had real I y overdone i t .

Theoretically, it could enter a curve far
too fast and st'i ll leave it as though nothing
had happen€d, its four wheels still stuck
firmly to the road. It could be driven quite
bruta)ly, and still hold on. In most cas€s,
it fell on its feet like a cat, and continued
on its !ay with the unconcern of a thorough-
bred. This is why, for many years, its
chronic faults rema'i ned forgotten.

It had to be admitted that it could have
done wi th at I eas t 1 5 km/h more s peed to
really head the rest. It was often forgotten
that its comfort over bad roads was rather'l ess than legendary. It was seldom acknow-
I edged that i ts fi fteen fi s cal horses were
rather too thirsty at speeds over I00 km/h.
It often irritated its owners on account of
i ts I ack of synch romesh on fi rst gear, the
heavy brake pedal pressures needed, without
mentioning its very "standard" finish and its
poor vis'i bility. And it has to be said that
the steeri ng was rel uc tant, an d needed a I otof effort, particularly when manoeuvering .i 

nttght spaces or at rest.
The "Queen " was perhaps a I i ttle too con-

cerned wi th road-ho I di ng and di dn ,t pay
glgugh gttention to the smaller pleaiuies oflife. And as she y{as proud and iomewhat
?rrogant, she refused to make the necessary
improvemen ts, cons i deri ng that her I ead pl;ced
her beyond the reach of threats from others.

But eventually it had to be admitted that
she had had her day, and that it was becoming
urgen t to go on to the next s tage of the
Ci t roen revol uti on . By I 95 Z-53, she was no
I onge r rea I I y cu rren t, e ven though many woul d

deny the e vi dence before thei r eyes, and sh uttheir ears to criticism.
To some ex ten t, the Hotchk i ss Gregoi re had

llr.eadl lost its supfemacy, and the iew Dyni-
Panh ard vrl !h ol]y 850 cc vras the on ry one
which could fill the gap. sooner or-later,
the Queen,'s reign !ud to finlsh, €specially
as everywhere people v{ere talking about tha
se cret Pri ncess wh i ch was to s ucceed he r.

The new pretenger was very promisjng,
qgcording to goss'i p and the grapevine;-but
cl trogn preferred to pl ay extra time, keeping
the ol g Queen i n the runn'i ng by maki ng th; '
most of her pas t record, s o that the Lus tom-ers would take no notice.

Unconquered unti I about I 950, the I 5 shoul dperhaps have stopped then so as not to I osei!s. reputationi but it continued to carry on,with its noisy gearbox, truck-like steering
gn d q performance wh i ch h ad not changed s i ice
its introduction in 1938. It had been revol-
uti.onary only at the beginning of its career,
and in the next seventeen yeais, had remainedperlanently deaf to any calls for change.

From being revolutionary, she had become
fj.rcely conservati ve and unchanging. Inshort, she could not bel'i eve tnai sIe was
only mortal ...

By 1955, many of those who wourd have chosenit'i n the-p?st, only had eyes for her daught€F,
the DS. This car, more than anything elsi,
shook the throne of the "Queen " wi th -i ts rev-
olu!lona_ry_concepts and its regicidal ways.

The fallen queen w'i thdrew fiom the Grlnd
Palais where she had so often been greeted by
crowds of admi re rs , a nd retreated wi th di gni ty.
A number of res pectable mi ddl e-cl ass f ami I ies-
meanwhile refused to admit that the coup d,etat
had taken place. Against all expectatibns,
they continued to pl ace thei r confi dence in the
old monarch, leaving the daring show-offs to
take the ri sks wi th he r descendant, whi ch had
not yet been properly sorted out. For qui te
a f.! y91fs yetr the exiled queen would display
her fami I i ar s i I houette on the tranqui I roads
of the countryside, as if nothing had changed.
And during this twi I i ght peri od, the gates -of
certain aristocratic old dwellings still opened
to al I ow i ts gl eam'i ng bonnet through. But' the
peak years had passed. In general, the death
of grandfather (who had decreed that the l5 h,as
the ultimate car) was followed almost immed-
iately by its expulsion from the garage where
it had beaten a happy retreat.

The "Queen " then entered a peri od of total
decline, and rejoined the "llrr at the bottom
of the soci al pyrami d. I t often ended up in



the hands of heavy-handed dri ve rs who were too
broke to maintain i.t in the condition it des-
erved. For the next fifteen years, 15/6's
were F€-sol d to impecuni ous s tudents and the
like for less than 500 F, and some were even
given ayray.

Howeverr at the beginning of the seventies,
young people rediscovered thenr and took thenr
up, as being cons'i stent wi th the i r i deas . They
started to revi ve the I egend and res tore i ts
faded col ours . The "Queen " had neyer been mo re

PRODUCTION CITROEN
15 SIX CYLINDRES

popular wherever she went, people would be
heard to remark "A l5 " admi ri ngly, and the
stories about the cousin who "never had to
open the bonnet i n ten years " sta rted to go
the rounds again.

The "Queen of the Road"'had become the
"Queen of the New Col I ecto rs ". I t real ly
had to happen sooner or later.
I.Jri tten by Di di e r La i ne
Translated by Peter Simmenauer
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ffilrcruLH.
W#ffi, Nunawading. Guest speaker

Alan Smith, ChamPion SPark Plugs.

Au q us t 3l , I'Je dne s daY
ading. Michelin film

on tyre testing will be shol{n.

Se ptembe r I 8, SundaY
YEAR CC0CA Annual

concours at como House al so Limi ted
Regi s trati on Check i f requi red '

Se otembe r 28, t'Jednes daY
awading. Guest SPeaker

(to be conf irmed)

Robyn Couche or Peter BoYle.* Saturday Night Soci al . For those membe rs
who are in Bendigo for the Swap Meet, a

wind-down barbeque wl I I be hel d at Ray and
June Fitzgerald's after the close of trad-
ing - appiox 5.30-7.00. It's reccommended
tnit yoir'ioin us for this prior to youi
drive back to Melbourne as it gives the
traffic a chance to clear - it's usually
appalltng: 8.Y.0. Meat and drink - all else
provided.

Contact Robyn Couche or peter g0yle about

CITRACTI0N '84 - Ballarat, Easter .l984.

Bookinq Forms
pt affinder way for the 1984 50th
Anniversary of the Traction Rally. Booking
Forms are now available, and it'i s reccommended
that you secure your booking 9arly. This not
only helps planning go smoot!1y,. byt. helps to
ensirre that you will be provided with your
requi rements .

26, I,lednesda
ffidins F i I ms

0ctober

November I 2-l 3, SaturdaY-SundaY
. of f'lales

Showgrounds.* Cai Display would .you be prepared to
present-@car for display at th9 Show-

brounds ?- A represen tati ve range of cl ub

is required especially Tractions'
*- phodographi c D'i s pl ay are you a handy
carpen woul d aPPrSci a te
the skills'of someone who would be preP-
ared to build a display board (materi als

'Help is required for the running of the
DisETat of Veli icles at Victoria Park, andDisElTi of Veli icles at Victoria Park, and for

ncours. If You feel that
you ct-qraffic.and collgtt
ind count vbting forms, would you please contact
Robyn Co uche as s oon as Po! s i b I e .

i,ubl i ci ty Sti cke rs . Incl uded i n thi s i ss ue

is r for the RallY. t'Jould
you please help publicise and support 0ur
ilally by displaying this sticker on a window
of your car?

PLEASE NOTE: BO'OKINGS FOR CITRACTION '84
CLOSE ON FEBRUARY I5, I984.

'-and gardens h,as not possible, but the int-
eri oi of the house ulaS excel I ent. The I arge
g rassed a rea nea r the fron t of the hous e

iould make a fantastic site for a motor-
khana I wonder if the groundsmen would
mind?

By I ate afternoon, al I that had to be seen
had 6een seen, and people began to drift honte

at their otvn Pace.
Of course, about thi s time the cl ouds began

to clear and the rain stoPPed, but that's the
nay it usually happens : no grumbles vrere heard.- I would like to thank those members of the
CCCV who supported our event and helped make

a very Successful day out of a very wet one.

John Couche.

CCOCA Members who attended:

John & RobYn Couche +l (llBL)
Alan & Marie Thomas (llBL)
Bryan & Joan Grant (Big l5)
Peter Boyle (Ll5)
Frank & bonni Arnstein +? (Ll5)
Peter Simmenauer +? (Big l5)
Mark & Sue McKibbin +l (Ami 6)
RusselI tJade & Anne Farrou, (2CV)
Peter Fitzgeral d (AKS400)
Leigh Miles (DYane 6)
Mark Navin & Jan (GS)
David & Janet Gries (DS)
Ray & June Fitzgerald.(CX)
Tei & Helen Crois +3 (Renault)
Bi'l I & Barbara Graharn (Ford)
Fitzgerald friends x ? (Commodore)

supplied),
*'r!,lanted - For Sale" - are You looking
for -a speclal Part, or have something for
sal e? Abs . are being taken for the Swap

Meet Guide at l0c per word. Ads' must
be .i n by 

_'1 9_ Septem.le r to ens ure Publ i cat-
ion. SLe@e for details '* Volunteers - Stand workers needed
plffii n and vol un tee r f or dutY to

m$RALLI$
tIERRIBEE PARK; 0R, D0 CITR0ENS REALLY FL0AT?

The weather forecast for Sunday 28 May h,aS

co I d, we t an d mi le rabl e ' wi th a top tempe r-
ature of only I 3"C. Al I thi s added yp to an
.rpected disiral turn-!P for the club's day run
wl tn the Ci troen Car Cl ub of Vi ctori a to
[.Jerribee Park.

Much to the del i ght of our Soci al 0ffi cer
though, rO less than thirteen Citroens and
thred i'other makes" from CC0CA lined up out-
si de Vi cto ri a Barracks together wi th about

the Thomases in their llBL.
By the time we reached our destination

the weather was sti I I hol ding, but the smel I



F9 OUT-CITTED
so roNG
Shrfz oren't going to like this! For otter
yeors of producing the longest cor in
the world - the Stutz Royole
Limousine - they hcnre now got o
furopeon rivol which equols the
Royole's 7.5 metre length, ond looks
good into the borgoinl lhe enonnous
Citroen CX's ore th€ prodtrct of the
French corrrpony lissiet urtro ore
responsible for the convertion of the
Citroen soloons into ombulorrces. The
six uheeled ombulonces ore o foirty
@mmon sight on the Continent, but
with o height of only 1.8 metres ond o
lmgth of 6.45 metres thsf look foirty
srnoll by comporison with the six door
CX14 estote. Ihe Tissier estote hos no
less thon 14 seots, ond with such
lucruries os o retrigerotoc bor ond
golley costs o very reosonoble
f,17,475. Performonce isn't exoctty
sporkling, with the 128 Bhp 2.4 litre
drogging the 1829 kilo estote from rest
to sucty in oround 21 seconds ond to o
top speed of 99 mph.On the other
hond the gbnt Ciiroen is remorkobly
eos/ to drive (provided thot one stoys
ctwcn/ from noro\^/ olleyrlrgl6) orxc the
enonnoui wheelbose en$J res
tremendous stobi|ity for motorwoy
cnlising. lt mokes o nice oJternotive to
o Trorsit rrcn if nothing elsel

Still not big enough for your tostef
Well how obout o Citroen CX bosed
cor tronsporter with room on the bock
to fit a/en the CX14? Ihe immense
tronsporter retoins the stondord
interior of the Citroen soloon, but hos
three reor oxles ond on enormous
lood oreo on the extended chossis.

ation. So out with the lot re-straighten,
re-bush, F€-paint, re-adiuSt, re-instal
well, nearly. Engagement of second or
third 0K, but both,-definitely not. -Event-
ua'l Iy, comparison of the secondTtr'ird Iever
attaching to the gear tower with a spare
one showed that the ori ginal had been bent,
probably to give more clearance between it
in the third gear position and the fan belt-
Thi s had of course shortened the di stance
avai I able to the rod, h,hi ch had been ad-
justed by adding a bend which had gone
un-noti ced during both the strai ghtening
and renovati on operations

Cure substitution of an unbent spare
t.J'i th normal range of adiustment available
to the rod, beautifully smooth changes,
j us t as An dre i n ten d€d, became poss i b I e
( sti I I got the knock i n the engine though)

If anyone Iikes the sound of the mod.,
one bent second-third gear lever is going
cheap:

Stanoard Lever

Alternative Cars APril 1983

Ihe stondord price in Europe is oround
911,5m thotrgh evsn thot con be
reduced by hoving the conversion
work done on o secondhoM Citroen
with light reor domoge. Mind you,
porking meter chorges ore likeV to be
pretty hetty - if you con even find
three odjocent spoces, thot is! Dtz

Ru
Ever suffered from mysteriously diffi-

cult gear changes on your traction? Apart
from unsuccessful searches for fourth gear
and other probl ems whi ch may be des cri bed
as "characteristic", your Editor recently
made an interesting discovery.

A yery wise frierd, peering under the
bonnet of the Big I5 said, not for the
first tirne, "that's not right" "that"
being the second-third gear rod which had
two bends in it rather than the usual one.
The rod was straigtrten€d, engagement
checked and, 0fter a few mil€s, second and
third gears became close to unobtainable.

Nursing an aching wriSt, Editor invest-
i gated sl oppiness of most of the connect-
i ons defeated attempts at rational expl an-

L

t'iooi.fied Lever

)



mdilreclutchqt.
ua1'l y. These latter systems included the Hobbs
epicyclic transmission and Manumatic systems in
Britain and the Ferlec electro-magnetic clutch
in France. Most such systems tvere desi gned for
factory fi tting.

Howeve r, the Boch ory sys tem p roduce d i n

France prov'i ded f or servo operati on of the
cl utch in a normal transmissi on such as that'of
the Tracti on. It coul d be retro- fi tted, and
apparently h,orked very wel I It is described
in the Motor Yearbook of .l95 l. 0ne might h,on-
de r why'-Tf-ai?-n'oT-Ee come mo re w i del y us e d .

"A simi l ar effect ( to that of the Hobbs
gearbox) is obtained by different means in the
Bochory cl utch and qear control whi ch i s novt
being produced by Bosch-Lavalette in Paris, and
wh i ch was g i ven ex tens i ve tri al s by t9_ Molot
during the past year. Th'i s device has the
merit that it may be readily applied as an
opti onal ex tra to a car wi th the orthodox
plate clutch, spur-type gearbox, and consists
essentially of a vacuum servo which withdraws
the clutch both at idling speeds and when the
gear change is moved. Suitable devices are
added to g i ve a smooth take-u p o f the cl utch
f rom rest and posi ti ve engagement of the tralls-
mission on the oyerrun, and above a certain
car spe€d, irrespective of initial engine
speed. Hence the engine is always available
for braking purposes.

Although some of the principles of the
Bochory mechani sm have been incorporated in
prior devices, it is certainly a considerable
advance in detai I on anything previ ously known
and may well have a future as original equip-
ment in addition to its present sale as an
accessory on the Continent. "

Note fitting to T.A. llCV.
Does an.yone h ave more i n f ormati on on the

Bochory clutch system?

Bi I I Graham.
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Acknowle:lgentel!;: Reference material on the
EoTh'oryTErvo Fystem was provided grati-s- to
CC0CA by the Motor BookshoP, l0l5 Burke Rd.
Cambe rwe I I 3l 24 .

ld be wearing protective

used to neutralise the steel
y hazardous to the skin and

precautions . Commercial
ng brews, e.g. Deoxidine,
r to use if diluted a bit'
Concentrated PhosPhori c

20:l or even more. AIwaYs
not vice versa.
on" was left out in steP 4

Front Dri ve.

viously, you shou
ggles.
Phosphori c aci d

rface is similarl
es. Use the same
osphoric-containi
e easier and safe
g. 5:l or l0:'l .

id can be diluted
d acid to wat€F,
The word "Diluti
page l0 of last

l.
0b
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ey

3l
e.
ac
ad

chn-upthemko
Further to the notes on fixing a rusty panel

(see last issue), some further comment should
be made about chemicals and their hazards. If
you use chemicals in your panel clean UP, F€m-
ember that paint stri pping chemi cals (e.9.
methyl ethyl ketone) can be very harsh on the
skin use gl oves and a brush to aPPlY, and
wash any stri pper off the ski n wi th water
strai ght away. Any spl ashes i n the eyes can be
extremely painful (l know:) and should be
v{ashed out wi th copious amounts of clean tap
water. If still in painr see a medico.

Bi I I Graham.
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SPARES NOTES

HELP REQUIRED FROM TIME TO TIME

From se ve ra I membe rs o r membe rs '

wives who could pick up parts for
me during the week.
I will arrange all details, incl-
udi ng paymen t, wi th the s uppl ie r
beforehand leg-work only needed.

Please contact David Gries ASAP.

I f you fi nd useful sources of s pares, new
ol d stock, subs t'i tute parts etc., such as f an
bel ts, beari n9s, seal s, rubber ware please
let me know the Club may well be in a pos-
i tion to purchase these suppl ies .

0rdering Parts:
** 0nly offici al parts forms can be used.** Suppl y s u ffi ci en t de tai I of the pa rts

h,anted. Be sure to quote details of
the car that they are for:
- mod€1, type, year quote the whole
number on the identification plate to
be on the safe side. Photos could be
hel pf ul .

s ta te the condi t i on of the parts
wanted new, s€cond-hand, recondi ti oned.

say whether you woul d I i ke the i tems
listed as wants in the next magazine
i n c reas e yo ur cha nces l

SPARE PARTS VOUCHER SCHEME

_ The_spare Parts voucher Scheme repl aced a
spare Parts Loans Fund in l98l. Both schemes
had as thei r object the creation of an oper-
ating "fl oat" so that the cl ub coul d affbrd
to extend the range of spares available to
members. Any profits made were returned to
the Spares Account so that the range coul d
be fu rther expanded .

Both schemes permitted a l0% to those
participating, the former for as Iong as the
loan h,as made, the latter until the erpiry
date (two years from issue) or redemption-of
the vouche rs purchased .

The CC0CA Commi ttee now fee I s that a bi g
enough fl oat has bui I t up to provi de a reas-
onable range of parts and allow for sizeable
orders to be pl aced. We therefore propose
to phase out the voucher scheme, h,hi ch i s
fai rly tim€-consuming to run, and apply a
discount to al I purchases after 31 December

0therwise it is
your exact need,
con fus i on ca n be** Let me know if you obtain the part from

another sourcer 0F otherwise no longer
requi re i t.** sometimes items listed in club stock may
have sold out by the time your order is.
recei v€d, and neh, suppl ies may have to be
obtai ned . sometimes extens i vL searchi ng
may have to be carried outr oF there maybe a del ay before a minimum batch s ize Lanbe ordered in short, sometimes you may
have to waitl

very d'i fficult to work out
and a lot of unnecessary
causedl

** Do not send money
out tre will only
you will not know

an orderl if we sell
to return it. Also,
cost of postage and

by phone any
or at reas-

. If I am not
and phone no.

soon as poss-
in at any civ-

wise to phone

to 3l De cembe r 'l 
985 ,half years to use

with the l0% dis-

wi th
have

the
packi ng in advance.** Do not forget to send your vouchers with
the ord€F, however, otheru{ise you won,tget your discounti

I am will'i ng to be contacted
week night between 7 pm and 9 pm
onabl e times duri ng the h,eekends
at home, please leave your name
and I will return your call as
ible. You are w.elcome to call
ilized hour, but you would be
first I am out a loti
David Gries.

as yet will be extended
giving members two and a
them in payment for parts
count still applying.

After the expi ry-date, a di s count
apply (or, in other words, the margin
be reduced) on al I purchases of apits

A reminder on-fi->w the scheme witt
opera te un ti I 3l Decembe r I 98 5:

a $10 voycheq buys $10 worth of partsplus a l0% discounl on the listeb price
e P a r!:_!_Iff9.9.I_f.t
r €.9.
rings 0 $.l6.08 €0.,

one $10 voucher suppli€d, costs $32.16
I ess vouche r $l 0 .00

Less l0Z
$2? .1 6

$ ?.22

wi I l
wi I I

still

l98s
No further vouchers wi I I be i ssued after

the 1983/84 renewals. Formen parts fund
membe rs wi I I be sen t two vouchers thi s yea r
ins tead o f one thi s year and one the next.
Expiry date for all vouchers not redeemed

Please ensure that you
before the exptry date, as
any refunds made.

$19.94

cash your vouchers
there cannot be

kffihE
Ronald & Robyn Humphreys
21 Stephen Street
Launceston, Tas. 7250
Ph. (003) 263130.

who have a

Dare Watkins
"Goodwood ", Spri n gva le Road,
Keysborough 3175

who has a

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

Doug and Raewyn Crossman are now at:
440 Murphy Street,
North Rockhampton, Q.Ph. (079) 295409.
AP0L0GiES T0: Donna Arns tein, who shoul d
have been on the membershlp I lst; and to
Leigh Miles, who really has a Dyane 6.

470J.1923 82 Torpedo.

'53 ?CU .
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SPARES PRICE LIST

Gearbox

Pinion shaft rear bearing 500367
0utput oil seals
2 only Crown wheel & p'i nion sets

Ll5/Bl5 new from Dutch Club

Clutch
Flywheel bearing
Aux. shaft front bearing (pulley)

F ron t Ax I e

0uter wheel bearing 425654 (17 mm)
Changeover dri veshaf ts

.Egf nx I e

Tapered roller bearing (LI5/llBL)

Brakes
Front brake hose llBL/llB
Rear brake hose 'l IBL/1lB
Rear wheel cylinders l" (4 cyl.)

-9a 
s-ts!:,

Head 4 cyl .

Rocker cover 4 cyl.
Manifold 4 cyl.
Carburettor 3? PBIC

35 FPAI
Sump set 4 cyl .

Exhaust pipelnuf f ler 6 cyl.
Timing case 4 cyl.

Rubbe r wa re

Scuttle vent rubber
Bi g boot bottom rubber
Door seal rubbers (set) Ll5/llBL

BI5/6lIIB
Filler cap (grey)
l.li n ds c reen rubbe r

Big boot rubber cli ps(set l2)

Electrical
6 vo I t brake I amp swi tch
12 volt wiper motor mount (exchange)

SPARES I.IANT LIST

The following members require help in
locating and purchasing second-hand parts.
If you can help, contact the person con-
cerned. Addres ses and phone numbers are
in the Membershi p Li st. 0r get in touch
with the Spares 0fficer should you want to
sel I or exchange parts, so that they can be
listed in the magazine.

B ri an I'lade req u i res I
lens, I fuel cap for I
I Lucas headlight rim
Rob Thorburn requires
l? volt generator
E Hoffman requires lx
Jon Duggan requires I
and I rear bumper bar
llCL, I x number plate
tail light assembly
Tom Campbell requires
bracket

x Cibie headlight
lBL, I radiator cdp,

I x ?nd gear, lx
ai r cleaner
front bumper bar
for 1951 English

b racke t, I x

I x number plate

Robert Stewart requi res I set of fi ve
wheels to suit 1949 llCL, I set of
wheel nuts and locators, I set of hub
caps, four reasonable 165 x 400 Michelin
tyr€s, h,ooden dash and wooden strip above
dash for llCL, visors & scretr for same,
steel interior windscreen surround (screws
to the body), Citroen badge for boot and
grille motif, set of four mudguards in
good order to su'i t '54 English Ll5, I x
h ubgap to sui t '54 Ll 5, four armres ts,
one set of ashtrays for 49 Ll5.
Robert Shacklet requires I x steering
whe€1, Ci troen name pl ates
Paul Man tje requi res fron t bumper and a
brass grille
Scott Bennett requires I x three-speed
gearbox, I x French grille
0avi d Hayward requi res I x bonnet stri p
hinge
Roman Jade requires I x gearbox casing
Robert Joseph requires I x window winding
handl e
Tim McPhee requi res I x radi ato r cap, 2 x
bonnet hinge dress plates

Some of these "wants" may noh, be superseded
I f they are, please I et me know. Those who
have not yet repl ied to my 'l etter aski ng
whether these items are still wanted, please
do so ASAP.

I f you think that you may be abl e to help,
but are unsure as to the EEct part v{anted,
pl ea s e con ta c t the membe rffic t .

Davi d Gries .

pos t '5?
(AIum. frame) Ll5/ll

Bls /6/ il8

26.90
4.55

350.00

4 .40
3 . 60

16.09
POA

8.90

16 .?g
12.55
40 .7 0

POA
POA
POA
4 .67
POA
9 .24
I .00
2.10

14.39
5.50
POA
POA

7 .00
813.80

4 .00
POA

?,70
POA

2 0 . 34
POA

I I .00

POA

6 .96
0 .65

Cooling system
Radi ator hose ( pai r)
I,Jate r pump ove rh a ul k i t
[,later pump sh af t & rea r

Body f !tt!l-g-1
Ci troen name pl ates for
0oor rubber bump blocks

( dovetai I bumpers )
Door springs ea.

(original )
bush (local)

I I BL
(set 8)

P0A = Part temporarily out of stock, but on
order or about to be ordered.
Prices subject to change without notice, ilS
new stock may cost more.
Pri ces do not incl ude the cost of postage
and packi ng, i f appl i cabl e.



CTUBSHOP
Contact:
Robbi e Couche
? I{imborne Crt.
North Bayswater 3.l53
Ph. 729 7470

All Mail 0rders

lrJindcheaters & T-shi rts :

New des i gn
Club design
tSuppl.y your
wi Ii print your chosen desi gn for $2.00
aarment 0Ri0.der al-shi rt,
$6 .00* Limited no. of

Light 15 availablel
( as on b ack cover) al so a vai
ov{n w'i ndcheater or T-shi rt

printed from our stock for
'l i ght grey wi ndcheaters

Mari a Boyl e
35 Newman St.
Thornbury 3071
Ph. 480 3560 (A.H.)

P.0. Box 377,
Boronia Vic. 3155.

Pamphlet Boxes:
ThEfwTll-troTa all Front Drive issues
I i she d to da te, w'i th room -ffir mo re, o r
two years of alrnost dny orher A4/quarto
magazine. Avai lable in:

Black cloth binding, iibrary
28 cm x 8 cm x 23 cm. Cost:
Cardboard "Fol daway " 23 cm x
Cos t : $2.50 .

Both can be supplied with
spine label, or plain.
Metal Grille Badqes:

now l Cl ub
and white. Cost: $ll

Front Drive Back Issues:

pub-
about
sized

lable.
and we
per

free f ro.nt Drive

badge in blue

qual i ty,
$4 .95
8 cm x 23 cm.

is out
supplied.

Cost: $.l.00 ea.
of print, a good

If issue requested
photocopy will be

with neh, screen
16, .l8. Cost:
PLEASE SPECIFY
ORDERING.

design (Ll5),
$15.00. 0rder
SIZE COLOUR AND

sizes 14,
n ow I

DESIGN I.JHEN

Models:
ren'tly avai I able | /75 Tomi ca H- van $2.50

Coming soon 1/43 Polistil Dyane
l/43 Pilen SM

Heller plastic kits
Big 6, CX, 2CV etc.

0ccasionally available l/75 Majorette
Dyanes & Acad'i anes, various
liveries $l .75 ea.

Trefle,

tlindscreen Stickers
CT[fffi-t:- .50

Lubrication Charts:
HT9F q u aTiTt -'ie-[Ii n t o f
"0iI and Gredse" choFt.

Contact Ly1 e Gardne r,
after 7.00 pm.

t'lANTED: Front hub pul
Cleaves, ll 0atlands
Phone (02) 630 3847.

blue on white oval backgruutrd. Laoel Badaes:
-L 

---J--_Coming soonll Des'i gn will
old double chevron Citroen
approx. $3.00.

original
Cos t: $ l

Traction
.00 ALL PRICES PLUS POSTAGE AND PACKING.

PLEASE NOTE: CITROEN CLASSIC OhI NERS

CLUB OF AUSTRALIA HAS A NEhl POSTAL

ADDRESS. IT IS:

be similar to the
badge. Cos t:

3l s5
P.0. B0x 377
BORONIA, VIC.

Please use this address for
correspondence unl ess there
particular reason for contac
a Committee member direct.

all
is a

ting

Junee (069 ) 24 I 557

ler. Contact Brian
Cres., Dundas ?1 l7

F0R SALE: I 975 2CV6 . Ful 1 y res tored by
Hekas. New clutch and pressure plate,
Proof-koted. 0range duco, Reg. & R[,JC,

only 50,000 km. $7,695 0N0. Contact
Jean-Marie Katona, 56 Richie Ave.
Blairgowri e 3942. Phone (059) 88 9282.

CLASSIFI EDS
[.JANTED: Buy or swap. Lucas Headl ights for
'54 115 with tapered down rims, 51" lenses.
Swap: 0r'i ginal f ront wheel hub pu'l 1er f or
comparabl e tool , preferably front end.
Swap: set of four chromed wheel trim ri ngs
for Ll5 for suitable 'i tem.
Contact Alec Protos, 75 Market St.,
Randwick, NSI,l 203.l . Ph. (02) 399 6688.

I.lANTED T0 SI.lAP: Big 6 workshop manual in
perfect condit'i on for 4 cyl inder manual
in equivalent condition. Contact John
Couche, 2 Wimborne Crt. N. Bayswater 31 53
Ph. 729 7470.

F0R SALE: 5CV CitroEn engine, front and
rear axle, chassis, wheels rebu'i lt,
radi a t0 F, bonne t, g€a rbo X, w i n ds c reen ,
rea r body s ect i on .

Bl 2 Ci troen engine, chass i s, gearbox,
radi at0F, fi rewal I , bonnet, headl i gh ts .
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