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Sunday, October 24: I looked out
of  my hotel window at a cold,
dark, Melbourne morning and

thought, ‘what a day for a Concours’
but as it sometimes does in
Melbourne, the day got better with
time.

We arrived at Como North Oval
around 9.30am and like cricketers
inspected the wicket, after checking
with the organizing committee it was
agreed that the Weigh-In could take
place on the cricket pitch, which was
the only concreted area available for

reasonably accurate readings.

True to their word, Vic Roads arrived
at 11.00am. Derek and Alaine also
inspected the wicket and decided that

the South Yarra end had the
least bias and would suit the
job well.

This was my first look at
their rather infamous scales
– the bane of many a truckie!

We unloaded them and set them up
on the pitch and asked all Traction
owners to line up for their turn on the
scales.

In the first hour we checked 13
Tractions and 1 CX. The CX owner
was very inquisitive and the dial
showed a 50kg difference from side
to side on both front and rear axles.
The Tractions, which were ‘out’ by
50kgs, displayed ‘light’ readings
diagonally opposed. Interestingly, the

Eager Traction-
ists lined-up to
participate in the
C C O C A - Vi c
Roads weight-in.
With axle weight
differences of up
to 100kg, not all
those being
weighed were
overjoyed with
the results. Pic-
ture: Rob Little.
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73 that started only eight finished
[does that mean the SM came sixth
or third last?] the gruelling 4,000km.
Finally the CX that came home in
second place in the 1977 Senegal
Rally. Thirty cars lined up at the start
and 3,000km later only seven crossed
the finishing line. Of the seven, five
were CX 2400 – incredible in anyone’s
reckoning.

The Géniales… Citroën exhibition
features cars from throughout
Citroën’s history. While I will leave
the pictures to tell the tale, I must note
that one of the three original pre-war
2CV prototypes was on display. This
was accompanied by film footage of
the cars being lifted from the barn
where they had lain since being placed
in hiding in 1940.

The collection is mind-blowingly
huge! Well, perhaps not as large as the
universe, as defined in the

‘Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy’, but
it is pretty big. There is too much to
absorb on a single visit and I was
certainly appreciative of the
opportunity to return.

Today when I think of  the French
motoring industry, many names
come to mind. Some, like Renault,
Peugeot and Citroën remain with us.
Others including Panhard, Lorraine,
Simca, Talbot, Delage, Delahaye,
Hotchkiss and Ford of France can be
retrieved from the memory. But on a
wall at the museum are listed the 138
marques that have existed in France’s
motoring history. Impressive.

The Tour also crossed the border into
Switzerland to visit the small motor
museum at Moreiux. While there is
little there for the blinkered Citroën
enthusiast [a Traction Cabriolet, that
may or may not be real] it does house
the sole remaining 1930s Peugeot

The Event or-
ganiser, Domin-
ique leHerre is the
owner of  the
American speci-
fication Peugeot
604, while the
black Peugeot
403 belongs to a
Dutch diplomat,
who is based in
Strasbourg.
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CX showed its ‘light’ readings to both
be on the right hand side.

The optimum reading seemed to be
300kgs for each front wheel and
250kgs for both rear wheels. Out of
the vehicles tested four were found to
have this reading. One owner was so
pleased to find his reading to be correct
that he determined to take his weigh-
in sheet home to frame it.

One other was very close with only a
minor adjustment needed on the rear
axle, one other was within 25kgs on
both axles, [the factory tolerance is
30kgs], five others were found to be
up to 50kgs out and 2 were found to
be 100kgs different.

An example of readings for a car with
a 100kg difference is: LHF 250kg,
RHF 350kg, LHR 300kg, RHR
200kg.

An example of a car with 50kg
difference is: LHF 300kg, RHF
250kg, LHR 225kg, RHR 250kg.

All owners were given a copy of  their
weights on a specially prepared form
and the records kept by the Club were
only to provide general information
for this article as I did not keep any
names attached to weight readings as
I felt that our privacy statement could
be compromised.

If  you have a Traction that is sitting
unevenly, that is leaning or the ride
heights are poorly set, then the car
may want to corner better one way
than the other or it may just be a dog

to drive. First of all reset the ride
height, then check the weight
distribution by either the manner Ian
McDermott described in an earlier
issue or borrow Bernie’s balance beam
to check it with, as this has a great
impact on your vehicle’s handling.

The Vic Roads crew were then treated
to lunch and left to continue their days
work around 1.30pm after being
thanked for their efforts and co-
operation.

CCCCCASEASEASEASEASE S S S S STUDYTUDYTUDYTUDYTUDY

With permission from Bernie
Hadaway I am publishing the results
of weighing his car, after his article in

The Dial of Des-
tiny! CCOCA
thank both
Derek and Alaine
for conducting
the Concours
Weigh-In. Pic-
ture: Rob Little.
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and on each occasion there has been a
special exhibition that had direct links
to Citroën.

On last year’s visit there was an
amazing display of memorabilia,

books, equipment and Citroëns from
the Croisière Jaune and this year a
more general exhibition entitled
Géniales… Citroën. The present
exhibition runs through until January
2005 – so if you are heading in that
direction it would certainly be worth
a detour.

While the Schlumpf [the name of the
collection that forms the core of the
museum] is renowned for its array of
Bugatti and other extravagant marques

I was rather surprised on my first visit
at the paucity of Citroëns – or perhaps
more correctly at the paucity of
Citroëns on display. Maybe as a result
of the general Citroën exhibition they
had dusted off a few additional cars
and wheeled them out for the
unwashed public to gaze lovingly
upon them.

In addition to ‘usual’ Citroëns one
might expect to see [a trio of
Tractions, a DS and a CX] there were
three rally cars from the 1970s. First
there was the DS Tap – based on the
DS 21, it was shortened by 60cm and
ran in the 1972 TAP Rally of Portugal.
The engine was 2.5litres and produced
190CV. The 1097 SM Bandama also
competed in the 1972 TAP Rally of
Portugal, where it came third. In 1973
it was wheeled out again to run in the
Bandama Rally [Ivory Coast
Marathon] and finished sixth. Of the

The Dutch-regis-
tered Citroën
15/6 leaving Bel-
voir Castle. This
was the only wet
day on the week
– amazingly for-
tunate consider-
ing it was Octo-
ber!
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Front Drive ‘Are You Sitting
Comfortably’ [Winter 04, Vol 28, No

3.] he
n o t e d
that the
balance
b e a m

was deflected
1 0 m m ,
indicating an
imbalance. The
weights recorded
for Bernie’s car
were: LHF
275kg, RHF
325kg, LHR
275kg and RHR
200kg. This
indicates an
imbalance of
50kg across the
front axle and
75kg across the
rear. If you are to
adjust and correct
such a problem
the ride heights
should firstly be
a c c u r a t e l y
checked and any
di sc repanc ie s
rectified. You will
probably find
that the
difference in ride
height will be in
line with the

weight imbalance, i.e. the car will be
leaning towards the heavy side.
Remember after adjustment a short
run may be necessary to allow the car
to settle down again.

If this does not rectify the problem
further adjustment is required, the

manual states that
w e i g h t
distribution takes
precedence over
ride height, that is
unless the ride
height becomes
ridiculous then a
twisted hull may
be the cause.

However as
Bernie’s car
deflected the
beam 10mm
and was 50kg
out, one could
assume if the
deflection was
only 6mm
almost certainly
you would
conclude that the
car would be
within the 30kg
tolerance stated
in the manual
and not require
f u r t h e r
adjustment.

Rob Little �

The weights re-
corded on Bernie
Hadaway’s car,
showing the typ-
ical Traction fea-
ture of  the ‘light’
weights being di-
agonally oppo-
site.
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Some members of CCOCA
may be aware that in October I
took a little time off from my

relatively new job with Berri Ltd [the
fruit juice people] and journeyed to
Europe. While my
main destination
was France I also
managed to spend
a couple of days in
the UK, catching
up with friends,
collecting some
spare parts [mainly although not
exclusively for the GSA]. In France I
spent a week participating in the
Rainbow Tour – a week long
motoring event based around
Strasbourg and Mulhouse. This small
[no more than 50 participants] ‘rally’
is arranged every second year. The first,
in 2002, was centred on Chartres and

LeMans and in 2006 the destination
is the Loire Valley.

One of the highlights of the trip was
a visit to the PSA factory at Socheaux,

where they build the Peugeot 307. I
presume that given the common base
between the 307 and the new C4 that
the latter will also be built at this site.

The other highlight was another visit
to the French National Motor
Museum, in Mulhouse. This was my
second visit to this Mecca for the
motoring enthusiast in 12months




