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Whiist every effort s made to ensure thé
accuracy of information and advice in this

magazine and in replies to readers - -
qQueries neither the Citroen Classic
Owners Club of Ausiraiia nor the officers

and members thereol nor the authors
accept any hability
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CCOCA COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT :

B8ryan Grant

2 Bader Ave
Nunawading 3131
(03) 873 1378.

The magazine of the
Citroen Classic Owners
Ciub of Australia

EDITORIAL

CCOCA POSTAL ADDRESS:

P.0. Box 52
Balwyn 3103
Victoria.

SECRETARY :

Bbun Covcha Putting together "Front Drive" 1:s not a1uaqs an easy task - in fact it
119 Victoria Street is rarely a push-over, as you might appreciate. Still, it is very sat-
Flemington 3031 isfying.

(03) 376 8585.

We try to be "all things to all pegple” - to recognise that CCOCA is

A e i 17 aiming to provide information and material of interest to members who,
Mark McKibbin collectively, enjoy and appreciate all the older and classic Citroens
PO Box 112 - rear—drives/half-tracks, Tractions, 2CVs, Hs,SMs and Ds, as well as
Kzgga;°; Ground 3097 providing a "watching brief" on later cars - CXs, BXs, AXs etc. To do
(R 7RIS this involves constant alertness to spot and ferret out interesting
material, and help/encourage others to provide stuff as well.
TREASURER:
e Then there is the battle to keep costs down, and here CCOCA must hold
1: Bu::;:t Wynd a world record - one subscription increase in 10 years! We want to give
East Doncaster 3109 you as much reading as possible, but none-the-less, every extra sheet
(03) 842 4845. (two pages) we put in FD costs $26 for paper and printing (leaving

aside all the voluntary and uncharged inputs).

SPARE PARTS OFFICER:
Peter Boyle

Thornbury 3071

Throw in a week or so in bed for the Editor to deal with the 'flu,
35 Newman St and say NO MOIre.......

(ESY a8y Sysi - At the mament, one way you could help though is to chase up and jot

ACTIVITIES OFFICERS:

down your restoration tips for our forthcaming Restoration Manual.
Let's meke it a beauty - the kind of up-front positive action that

Robin Smith CCOCA is known for. Of course, your name goes on anything that is

411 GIenl:;untIy Rd prlleEd.
Elsternwick 3185
(03) 527 54289.

And now, thank you for your contributions and GOOD READING!!

Bill Graham, Peter Simmenaver, Peter Hore.

EDITOR:

B8ill Graham

18 Careth Dr July 11, Saturday

East Burwood 3151  July 16, Thursday

(03) 232 0361. August 2, Sunday
August 20, Thursday
August 30, Sunday

LIBRARIAN:

David Giddings September 4-6

3 Cross Street September 13, Sunday’

Canterbury 3126

836 6038.
c(Lo;B) S:0P~ g Sy SO
SR October 4, Sunday

Robin Smith

411 Glenhuntly Rd October 11, Sunday

Elsternwick 3185
(03) 527 5429.

Dinner, Mt. Lebanon Restuarant, Toorak.
General Meeting/Photo Camp, Nunawading.
ID/TA conversion workshop/BBR, Smiths.
Open Night/#Amchair Rally, Nunawading.
Sunraysia National Rally (7 days).
Shell Mileage Marathon, Amarco Park.
ICCCR, Germany.

Shepparton Swap Meet.

Castrol 500, Sandown.

Spring Rally, Wangaratta.

James Hardy 1000, Bathurst.

Classical Gas, 16-66.

Calder Park, Touring Car Champs.

CCOCA Parts Auction - Cross's,

CCOCA MEMBERSHIP:

Annual subscription: Full member $27.50, Associate member $15.00
Joint membership is available to spouse of ful._l member, no cost.

Overseas postage rate: Additional $7.00

Meetings are held as follows: Thursday January 22, 1987,  then the
third Thursday of each month following. The meeting location is the
" Willis Room at the Nunawading Civic Centre, Maroondah Highway, east

of Springvale Road, at & pm.

Printed by Veevers Printing Co., 121 Ferrars St., South Melb. 3205.
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e MEMBERS’ CARS

1939 Citroen Light 15 - Brian & Esther Wade (Q).

The car came into my possession in 1978 when my
father and I purchased a restored '48 Light 15,
several trailer loads of Light 15 parts, and
the remains of a "pre-war" Traction. The vendor
was selling all his Light 15 bits and pieces to
raise some cash to enable him to restore the
1949 Big 6 that he had recently acquired.

Not much of the vehicle's early history is
known except that it ended up at Maxim Motors
(Brisbane) minus engine and gearbox. It then
changed hands several times in this condition,
ending up in the hands of the vendor's son who
fitted an ID motor and box and put it into
everyday use. Unfortunately, it was involved
in an accident shortly afterwards and deemed
to be beyond repair. It was stripped and the
body dumped. Some of the parts including the
bonnet and steering wheel were fitted to the
1948 model.

As we were well aware of the rarity of pre-war
tractions (the previous owner claimed it to be
a '37), we decided to restore it if possible.
I showed it to a panel-beating friend and he
stated that if I could find a RH front corner
section, it could be repaired.

After several months of fruitless searching,
John Couche (then Parts Officer of CCOCA) came
to the rescue. He had been informed that a body
had been dumped at the Maryborough (V) tip,
and he arranged to have it removed to John
Avard's property at Colbinabbin. My father and
I drove down from Bueensland, cut out the re-
quired section, and returned home again.

From there on, the restoration was pretty
straight forward. A post-war motor and box were
built up, using new parts where possible. A new
crown wheel and pinion had been obtained in
Holland by the previous owner, and this was
used in the gearbox. New driveshafts came from
Maxim Motors. After the body repairs and paint-
ing were completed, the car was completely
re-wired, mechanicals installed, and bright-
ware refitted:.

The car was then driven down to Brisbane and
given to Horry Fludder to execute the trimming
- Harry had previously trimmed my 118BL. Les
Francis had kindly lent me a pre-war front and
rear door trim, and under a tartan cover, the
original rear seat upholstery was intact,
thereby enabling the pre-war trim to be faith-
fully reproduced.

The car was presented for registration in Dec-
ember 1980 and was given the number H1235. A
month later, I moved to Sydney and left the car

with my father in Queensland.

Ayear later, I learnt that instead of returning
north, I was being posted to Wagga for two years.
I cancelled the registration. On my return to
Queensland in 1984, I set about preparing the
car for registration again, and in February
1985, it was given the number H1085. Between

ed only 127 miles.

December 1980 and February 1985, it had travell-

I have taken the car to two rallies; Citin 85
at Toowoomba and Austraction 86 at Kyneton.

The only problems I have had are as follows.
Firstly, shortly after putting it back on the
road in 1985, I started to experience severe
brake judder. Examination revealed that brake
fluid was leaking between the wheel cylinders
and the brass sleeves I had used. The problem
was solved by resleeving in stainless steel and
replacing all the brake linings.

The second problem occurred on our way home
from Kyneton last year. About 10 km north of
Benalla, there was a loud bang and the motor
suffered loss of power. Lifting the rocker
cover revealed a stuck valve and bent push rod.
We removed the bent rod, refitted the cover,
and drove back to Sydney on three cylinders.
The only difference was the loss of power on
the hills.

Brian Wade.

At the time of the above notes and the early
photos (at Kyneton), the car was without hub
caps, something which Brian has been seeking

for a long time. More recently, he has fitted
GS caps (at the suggestion of John Vanechop)
and is very pleased with the improved appearance.
The car has lost its body number plate over the
years, though its production number is BPVS
5770. From correspondance with the Traction
Owners Club (UK) and examining cars at the ICCCR
in UK in 1984, it appears that the car was pro-
duced between August 1939 and May 1940. The

model was continued virtually unchanged through




to 1946, except that the wipers were moved from
above the windscreen to the scuttle.

The paint scheme is cream body with maroon
guards. The prodominent interior trim colour
is dark red. The colours were chosen as being
likely options at the time of production.
-Ed.
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END OF THE ROAD

FOR 2CV?

IT LOOKS VERY MUCH AS THOUGH
that wonderful French anachronlsm,
the 2CV Cltroen is in line for the
chop. The French company has
announced the histeric Levallois
works near Paris will end
production of the air cooled, twin
cylinder front drive ugly duckiing
during the first half of next year,
and aithough Cifroen has also
stated production will carry on at
its Portuguese factory, | feel the
writing I8 on the wall. e

On 27 March the 1000 Levallols
workers ware told of the impending
factory closure, but at the same
time were given-detslis of 2
reemployment scheme to locate new
Jobs both within and outside the
Cliroen organisation.

Levallols was built In 1893 and
acquired by Citroen in 1828, It is
situated In 2 densely populated
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centre of the French capital but the
age and localion of the premises
have rendered it unsuitable for
reinvestment and modernisation,
says Citroen’s brass.

Since 2CV production began in
1948 (38 years agd) a total of
6,721,500 twin cylinder 2CV and
Dyane sedans and light vans have
been manufactured, naarly 35
million of them ai Levallols. It is
clear, howaver, that Cliroen Is in
the stage of moving to major
preduction of the recantly
introduced four-cylinder mini-
hatchback AX, no doubt projecting

- it to the sveryperson’s sector
enjoyed for so long by the Deux
Chevaux.

Production rates of the AX In
France began at 300 a day {ale last
year, quickly rose to 830 by
February 1887, and had reached &
thousand a day by March. By the
snd of the year Citroen expects to
be making 1300 AX models a day,
and there Is little doubt the neat,
but more complex, water cooled
front driver will become Cltroen’s
people’s car, although there are all |
sorts of excling variations in the
production pipeline.

‘The AX already takes four
percent of the entire French market,
and is on course {o meet the sales
target of 227,000 cars for 1967. In
addition 1o the current 954, 1124,
and 1361cc (48kW) AX hatches, It
Is an open secret a really hot stuff
varlation with larger engine Is in
the pipeline. It Is likely that one
will make Its debut at the Frankfurt

- Show in Seplember . ..
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TECH TOPICS

AUTO ELECTRICALS

RE-JUVENATING A BATTERY

Despite wide-held views to the contrary, it

is possible to bring some failed lead-acid
batteries back to life. I've had a pretty good
success rate (VY80%) with the methods below
which are based on those in "EMERS". EMERS is
the colloguial name given to the vast collect-
ion of general maintenance and servicing notes
used by the Commonwealth Armies' Mechanical
and Electrical Engineers units (e.g. RAEME in
Australia).

The two major causes of battery failure are
internal short circuits and sulphation.

Internal shorts cause "dead cells” and are due
to conductive material flaking off the plates
and building up in the sediment space below
until it forms an electrical bridge between
the positive and negative plates. Sometimes,
evidence of this build-up can be seen as a
rising of the plate separators.

Sulphation is due to the reaction of sulphate
(from the acid) with the lead plates, produc-
ing lead sulphate which resists normal charg-
ing. It is caused by old age, insufficient
fluid or standing in a discharged condition.

While these problems can be treated separately,
both are age-related and likely to occur to-
gether. A combined treatment procedure is
therefore advocated, as below.

1. Battery acid can be injurious. Protect
your eyes, hands and clothes before you start.

2. Remove the battery caps, take up the batt-
ery, shake it to suspend any sediment, and tip
out the acid into a suitable waste receiving
area e.g. a distant corner of the garden (not
onto your feet or the carpet)

3. Fill the battery with tap water carefully
(not by hose), shake and empty as in 2

4. Repeat 3 until there is no sign of sediment
coming out.

5. Fill with good quality tap-water (Melbourne),
distilled water, rainwater or refrigerator
defrost water, and add two teaspoons of Glaub-
ers salts (sodium sulphate from your pharmac-
ist) to each cell.

6. Charge up the battery at 1-5 amps for 24
hours (for a car battery - motorcycle batteries
should have about 1 amp max. put into them).

7. Flatten the battery by leaving a 15W globe

(approx.) connected across it (5W max, for M/C
battery).

8. Shake the battery to suspend any sediment

present and pour out the Glaubers solution.

9. Repeat steps 5-8 until no more sediment
appears in the drained water.

10. Flush once more as in 3, and fill the
cells with new battery acid of 1.2 specific
gravity (35%) from your service station, auto
parts store or hardware shop.

11. Add #-# teaspoon of Glaubers salts to each
cell, charge the battery up again, and put it
back into service.

12. 300-400g (say a pound) of Glaubers salts
should be enough for a 12 volt car battery.

The most recent battery I "restored” with this

method was an 11 year old motor bike type which
had packed up and had stood for 2-3 years. Its

revival was, I must admit, a great surprise!

Jack J. Weaver.

[A very similar method is described in Earth
Garden No. 47, August 1985. The Citroenian
(UK) of April 1986 has a method using EDTA
instead of Glaubers salts, but there is no
local experience with this method. - Ed.].

MANUAL LABOURS

You may recall that almost two years ago

(FD 9 (2)), the idea was tossed up to produce

a manual of restoration and maintenance tips
and related information for Traction Avants?
The idea was to celebrate the tenth annivers-
ary of the founding of CCOCA. 1988 is that year.

A small group of us (Peter Boyle, David Giddings
and Bill Graham, with Robyn Couche shouting
encouraging comments from the sidelines) is
determined that this project should go ahead.
We expect it to be a great success, meeting a
need here and overseas. We are approaching
other clubs for approval to reproduce tech.
stuff, and of course, you will have noticed
the extra technical info in Front Drive in
recent times as part of our efforts to get
more ideas into print form. The manual will

aim to collect all the available tips and
restoration experiences into one handy refer-
ence book, which as well as being a valuable
reference and reading matter for "old-time"
Tractionists, would also be virtually indipens-

ible for those just entering the Traction
ranks, especially if they intend to restore
and maintain their car.

We aim to keep the cost of the publication
down by obtaining commercial backing and sell-
ing advertising space in it.

So how about swinging in behind us to help
realise another CCOCA activity that you can be
proud of. The main thing you can do is to jot
down any restoration/maintenance tips you know
of/have invented /have tried, in brief notes
with a sketch if appropriate for clarity, and
send them to The Editor. The ideas could be
purely Traction, or could be general but
applicable to Tractions.

And if you can think of possible advertising
or other support, leap in, twist some arms,
and put us in touch. Ve haff vays of making
them touch their kick!

Bill Graham.




The notion of replacing tired Traction Avant
engines and/or gearboxes with something a bit
more robust seems to be in the air quite a bit
of late. The most common transplant involves
the use of an ID19 motor and four-speed gearbox
to make the car a more confident proposition
for everyday use (though we are aware that sev-
eral unmodified Tractions remain as regular or
even sole family transport).

Jack Weaver believes the first such Traction
transplant was in the United States (or UK?),
and involved the motor only, with the traction
gearbox being retained. A similar transplant of
motor only (DS) was by Roy Poole on a LHD Norm-
ale called "Froggie"” in New Zealand in the late
1950s, and this was possibly the second perform-
ed. Froggie was last heard of with Archibalds

in Christchurch. It also sports a replacement
floor taken from a VW Combi, and a boot scaveng-
ed from a wreck at Shorters in Auckland.

What was possibly the third transplant perform-
ed was the "full package” of ID motor and gear-
box. This was carried out by Jack himself in
Queensland in 1963 or '64. The car was a L15
for which he paid £65. It eventually came to
Victoria, but its subsequent fate is unknown.

CCOCA AWARDS

NEW AWARDS AND TROPHY POLICY

At a recent committee meeting, the following

new awards and trophies were created:

1. Club Person of the Year - to remain the
same.

2. President's Trophy - to awarded at the

disgretion of the President annually.

Bi-monthly "Merit" Awards - to be awarded

in recogniton of special contributions

made to the Club and its members.

Occasional Trophy Awards - for the

annual photographic competition, the

observation run and display of cars at

invitation events.

The awards

and at the

as presented at the annual concours
Austraction weekend will remain
unchanged.
Recipients of the "Merit" Awards will be
announced in Front Drive and awards presented
at the following General Meeting.

Robbie Couche

TRANSPLANTS

It is appreciated that others may have differ-
ent opinions or further or alternative inform-
ation on this subject. We hope therefore to
stir up a healthy ad vigorous correspondance
on the matter, and look forward to your comm-=

ents, PLEASE!
W.G.

And while we are talking of TRANSPLANTS, don't
miss the BBQ/BYO}workshbp, starting at 12 noon
at Robin and Sue Smith's on August 2. The topic?

The ID/4-speed conversion on the Smith Light L5
Have a look at how Robin has done it, learn by
his mistakes rather than your own!

Remember: Let Robin know if you are coming by
Friday 31/7 on (03) 527 5429. Set this Sunday
aside and come along to:

9 St Albans Ave
North Caulfield.

Bring your own grub ‘n grog and make a very
pleasant afternoon of it with your CCOCA mates.

“One good thing though, noic
youw’ll have time to leave it while
the brakes are fixed.”
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TRACTION ARRIERE

THE SILVER CRESCENT OF JACQUES JOUBERT

A meticulous restoration of one of the celebrated half-
tracks used on the Yellow Cruise.

As soon as a Citroen is fitted with half-tracks, it is
invariably publicised as being a survivor of an expedit-
jon of such and such a colour... Popular culture, influ=
enced by the immense publicity campaign that was mounted
at the time of the Black and Yellow Cruises, was quick to
seize on superficial similarities, to the detriment of
accuracy and authenticity. Plenty of enthusiasts have
done the same: how many times has the Yellow cruise been
represented in this way by something like a bull-dozer,
deservedly perhaps, but far less glorious than the real
thing. Concientiously or not, in the television serial
L3 Cloche tibetaine’, the director used a nunber of
approximations of these vehicles, tractors and such,
which were sent through the sandstomms of the Gobi and
the Himalayan snows to give an impression of the event.

It is true to say that, at the time and afterwards, the
market was not exactly flooded with survivors fram this
laborious expedition and fram the pass of Bourzil. Fram
all accounts, there is no surviving exarple of the giant
06 of the China Groyp and none known fram the Pamir Group;
only the 'Golden Scarab' that has been an show for same
watsinthenuseunofLeMansanduhjd) fram its appear—
ance, might have been the one which took amotte-fiquet
to Granelle by the Bir-Hakeim bridge. Survivor is the
right word, for its preservation depended ypon it being
returned hame.

It stayed for a long time in a basement garage of Javel
before finishing up honourably at Le Mans, while same of
its contenporaries were making a difficult return to civ-
ilian life. An old man who I asked about the fate of the
vanished 06s told me that they had been used to pull
circus caravans for some years. A curious decline.

But now there is a secand vehicle from the Yellow Cruise
in France that was discovered anly a few weeks ago, one
which has passed all tests of authenticity. In the vicin—
ity of Montauban, Jacques Jouwert and his friends have
patiently restored one in less than four years. It is
the'Silver Crescent’', the %8-#l of the famous photo—
graphs, which will be displayed to the public at Montaub—

. 4
W (U/W@ Citroen half-track 'The Silver Crescent', the second
—  vehicle of the Pamir Groyp, which left Beirut on 4 April -
v v‘y L

1931 to meet the China Group. This light vehicle was
cesigned to be dismantled during difficult passages over
the Himalayas. The sister machine to my car was abandonn—
ed (voluntarily) at Gilgit in Pakistan to mark the end of
the Yellow Cruise in 1932.

_ =Jacques Joubert.

£ 3 .?‘"o?x}w OM : 2
an with the wam endorsement of the two veterans who re-
newed their acquaintance with it after fifty years.

These two octogenerians enjoyed reminiscing about their
exploits in the P-17. M. Corset was the mechanic and M.
Cecillon drove the ‘'Bosses” half-track. He is the one
shown in the legendary photo in the Himalayas when the
mule-track started to give way under the weight of the
vehicle. "Our cameraman had positioned himself below the
turn”, said M. Cecillon, "because the scenery was most
beautiful at that point, and he wanted to film the moving
clouds in the background”. In fact, he managed to film
the rock fall as it occurred. That's the answer to the
question that has so often been put: how he came to be so
gpportunely placed to film such an unexpected hazard.

Another answer that only an old hand could give: the
reason for the little dbor in the side of the front cyl-
indrical roller; "In these cars, we were always short of
space to put things. We had the apening made in the side
ofU)eeuptymlIerso»eoou]duseU‘esoace; we kept
our chocolate in it". An interesting snippet.

A magnificent vehicle and a restoration which is faithful
to the smallest detail. Certain aspects required years of
research, andJacqtes.bwertevenbo@tamthercatin
order to abtain a genutne 'Yellow Cruise' chassis conform-
ing exactly to the original, even though it would not be
seen. From the front axle with its large wheels to the
last belt-buckle, the dedication to accuracy has been
stringent. At the last mament, when the tracks had already
been assembled with a modern belt, it was all cone again
pecause two Hutchinson belts of the period, quite new,

had been discovered at Bordeaux.

In perfect mechanical condition, the car lacks nothing;
not the special crank-case, nor the regulator, nor the
astonishing system which cuts off the petrol supply when
the oil pressure dragps. In short, immense dtepmination
andthepatienceofasaintuesneeded, but a fantastic
collector's piece was the reward.

P.J. Dardinier, La Vie de 1'Auto, 1 June 1982, translated
by Peter Simmenauer.

Article and photograph kindly supplied by Lucien Chabaud.
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HITCHED, DITCHED & SNITCHED

Robyn Couche has bought the green Light 15 fo
Frank and Donna Arnstein to fulfil a long-held
ambition. Can't think of a more appreciative
owner to bestow the right TLC on such a promis-
ing vehicle.

Max Graham (Bacchus Marsh) has acquired the
maroon Light 15 of Cliff McCann (Ballarat) and
given it new tyres, trim, paint and chrome. And
it is looking really good.

Tony Tesoriero of Dingley has turned fellow-
members green with envy by acquiring the low-
mileage (28 000) 1955 11D of Robert Harding.
Sold only weeks earlier at $3750 (no kidding),
the car went rapidly through two other sets of
owners in about as many months, and jumped about
$2000 each time before Tony got it. If all our
Tractions were to appreciate at that rate, we'd
all be sitting on (in?) gold-mines by now!

Detlev Neumann of Belmont (Geelong) has acquired
a one-owner black (what else?) small-boot Norm-
ale from up-country in Victoria. Rare in this
country, the car captured many admiring glances
and the popular car vote at the Beechworth Cit-
raction. His 11BL has gone to Queensland.

The cream 11BL of L 'Equipe Grant et Thomas has
been in the hands of Lyn Kenneady of Geelong
for a year or so now. The original numberplate
of "Victor X-ray" (VX 699) obviously has nost-
algic value, and has been kept to grace the
well-known and magnificantly restored white

Big 15 which the Thomases bought from Dennis
Walton. An eye-catcher anywhere (and notably
at Beechworth), we hope the Big 15 will soon
feature in an account of the Thomases' exper-
iences and impressions of "two years in a 'brand-
new' Traction” - that is if Alan and Marie
haven't lovingly polished right through the
paint and chrome by then! Shades of poor old
Sid Troon of the Traction Owners Club who was
pulled over because his glittering Traction was
dazzling other motorists. And to reflect that
much of British Sunshine is quite a feat!

While Bryan and Joan Grant lavish TLC to very
good effect on the Ex-Arthur Clarke, ex-Roger
Brundle red Light 15 KSE 442, Kenn Gilbert has
taken the dark-blue ex-Grant Big 15 and worked
magic under the hood (alright, Limey, bonnet if
you insist). Details later, but you should have
seen it laying rubber outside the Wangaratta
filling station, and changing down at about 70
mph into third to show what an unconverted Tract-
ion would sound like at that road-speed. And
road-holding - words fail me.

The white "family heirloom"” Light 15 of Chris
and Jeannie Shields has gone overseas - well

to Tasmania. actually. No doubt it will eontinue
to spread its Anglo-Gaullic charm, and show
consefvation can provide employment and enjoy-
ment for its new owner.

New member Claude Baxter (Melbourne) was given

a very original Big 15 by his grandmother.
Colour light green (the car), and Claude is keen
to get it going soon. Now, why didn't my granny
do that?

The much-travelled and much-loved red Light 15
(ID 4-speed conversation) of the late Arthur
Baxendale is now in the appreciative hands of
Alan and Sandy Baker of Frankston. Shave a thou

L; or two off the dipstick and put in twin overhead —

knuckle-dusters, and you'll have a real flier
there folks.

The Propstings have disposed of their beaut
green DS 23 sedan (some lucky person) and now
use the faithful WM 715 (1951 Light 15 to the
unknowing) once again as daily transport. How
many million miles up now, Gerry?

The Canberra gentleman who threatens to clean
up his overflowing Traction collection still
hasn't done so.

The Couche Traction Arriere (B 12) has moved
out of Melbourne into the hands of Andrew Begel-
hole of Warrnambool, while the Dyane 6 Is with
John Gilmore, a cleric and Citroen enthusiast
of Adelaide. A fore-taste of Heaven, John?

Peter Markus has returned early from his post-
ing in Milan, and has resumed Traction ownership
via the ex-Scott Bennett Light 15 (another ID
4-speed job). Now maybe we can learn something
of the Italian Citroen scene. After all, an
eariier version of the "Pope-mobile" was based
on a Citroen C6, bodied in Italy and somewhat
incongruously called a “Lictoria Sex". Said
vehicle now resides in the Vatican Museum.

The Cross stable of collected horsepower has
lost the blue CX to an "outsider”. That only
leaves the splendid Big 6 and the ex-Veevers
2CV. You're not deserting us are you Ted?

Renaults in the ranks? It has been observed
that more than the odd Renault has appeared in
the CCOCA ranks - various sizes: 750, R4, 12/14,
16, Fuego. One member. even has two 16s. Throw
in the odd Peugoet, and maybe it's time to
strike up the Marsellaise. :

The dark blue turbo-charged ID sedan built by

. Jack Weaver is believed to have gone north,

possibly to north Queensland. If you see it up
there, don't stand in its way!

And among the unusual at Beechworth, it was ob-
served that Phil and Regina Ward had to endure
the hardships of interstate travel in their

BX Sauvage (Savage to you, Ocker), fully decked
out, even to a numberplate reading BX19GT, or
was that 19GTBX or whatever (darn that discount
champagne - always goes for the eyes first).

Has the northern Traction cause been forsaken
finally by its greatest defenders? Not the brown
Light 15 for the Collins crusade to the south
this year, but a shiny white DS no less. Is
political paternalism weakening our northern
friends? Nothing but a fresh sighting of the
Traction in southerly latitudes will convince
southern socialists that long-standing dire
predictions are not being fulfilled up north.

It has been noted that the maroon 11D of David
Ellis (Hawthorn) is back on the road in every
day use. Keep it up troops. We might eventually
choke the roads with restored Citroens!

Incidently, Neumanns who attracted attention
and votes at Beechworth, ended up driving home
between Melbourne and Geelong at 11 pm on park-
ing lights only. The generator had failed, and
there wasn't enough punch in the battery to
supply both headlights and ignition. Detlev is
arranging to reward those who voted for his car,
and says thanks to CCOCA for a great rally.

W.G.
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INDEX TO FRONT DRIVE, Volumes 6-10. Giving it to your 2CV 6/3/7

How straight is your Traction? 9/4/4,
An Index to volumes 1-5 appears in Vol.6, no.l ig;g;%z’
The references are laid out thus: L ;zzlzopiztinzour e b 3;:;;
Volume no./Issue n?./?:ge no. (or IFC, inside BB el e G 8/6/14
front cover; IBC, inside back cover) Pits in brightwork 9/2/14
X - . Repairing a rust hole in a panel 7/1/2
Thg::eizi 2 classifigetions. Replacing a sheared exhaust flange stud 10/6/8
Technical Resilver your headlamps 10/6/7
— Resleeving brake cylinders 10/5/14

Spec1f1? molsls Restoring a coupe 7/6/12

e Craz A yope trick to fix your valves 10,/5/12

ik Round the bend 7/2/9

SN s Rubber boots for driveshaft joints 10/6/2
Back numbers of Front Drive are available zgrv1c1ng e e e S

—_— =z imple hub remover 10/1/6
from Club Shop at $1.00 each. Where an issue Some like it hot 9/5/11
is out of print, a good photocopy will be Spark plug cleaner 10/6/8
supplledt Re %t %s-not poss%ble o fHpp Suspense surrounding soundly suspended
photocopies of individual articles. suspensions 6/4/2

Threads bared 9/6/10

GENERAL : Throwout bearing 10/3/15
Citro does P.I. 9/2/3 Traction towbars 6/2/10,
Citroen in Switzerland 7/5/9 6/3/8
Citroen trials and tribulations 6/2/7 Uncoupling cardans 8/2/8
Citroenistes are special 9/4/6 Unleaded petrol and your traction 9/1/9
Damman-ation 6/2/2 Woodwork restoration 8/5/9
Double trouble 6/2/9 2CV engine swap 8/5/2
F9 Out-citted 7/2/9 '
The Fred collection 6/6/2 SPECIFIC MODELS:
Hartnett: the Aussie link 10/2/2 R e
Insurance 6/2/6, Rear drive:

, . , 9/4/15 7.5 hp Citroen 10/2/12
Liberation of Paris 8/4/2 11.5 hp Citroen Kegresse 9/1/10,
Memory's lanes: Donglark 10/5/2 9/4/14

. Dan Jones 10/6/4 C6 Kegresse 8/4/10
LIS on’Parls. . 8/2/5 La 5 hp Citroen 7/4/2
New registration plate policy 7/6/13 B2 6/5/2
1921 RACV 1000 mile Alpine Trial 7/4/4 ¥34 Diesel 6/4/7
No. 1 around Australia 9/6/2 .
Nunc est Bibendum (Michelin) 9/5/2 Traction:
On your plate 10/3/7
Out of the clutches 7/2/10 Coupes/Cabriolets/Whatever 7/6/6
Paris-Moscow-Paris 8/6/3 Cogpes de grace 7/6/2
Party time 9/2/16 Swiss cabriolet body types 7/6/8
Le Petit Citroen 6/5/11 :39 L15 Roadster (Autocar R.T.) 7/6/9
A Pommy in Paris 8/2/2 I40 BlS.Rc.»adster 7/6/7
Quelle bonne idee 7/4/9 54 Familiale 9/5/6
Raid Lecot: Paris to Monte Carlo 10/4/6 Big 6 6/4/10
Raid Rouge Centralien (Citroenella) 6/3/2, Family 9 9/5/6
7/3/10 Ask those who had one (15-6) 7/2/2
Swiss Transport Museum 7/1/6 The Peogles' Queen (15-6) 7/2/2
Take me to your litre 9/3/8 Six-cylinder cabriolet 7/6/11
Take-off to terror for vicar's car 10/1/11 D-series:
Tales of daring-do: roadside repairs 10/5/14 .
The Ultimate wonderscrews 7/5/8 Blrth.°f the 128 9/3/2
Underneath the arches 6/5/10 | DS: first feelings 9/3/5
What's it worth? 7/5/2 | Divine wind (ID19 turbo) 7/5/6
TECHNICAL: :
s Two cylinder:
i 6/3/5
:itogli:ztiggag:lters lé/é/a, Around Fhe world in a 2CV 7/3/2
10/6/5 The Flylng sheds . 8/5/8
Erarcl Dllecdor 9/1/11 ?onc1§.6 wheel amphibian 8/1/5
Brasso for bakelite, plastics and paint 10/5/12 61 Bijou (Motor R.T.) 10/4/14
Bright lights 1 9/5/10 To M. and Mme. Gtroén a baby daughter
Checking for leaks in cooling system 10/5/13 (Ami €) 7/3/9
Clean is cool 9/3/10 DG 9/6/15
Cleaning bakelite 1074713 2%V 9/1/10
Clear protective lacquer 10/4/13 2CV or not 2¢v 8/3/2
Copper anti-seize tape 10/3/15 999 uses for a 2cV 8/5/6
Dressing valve seats and cleaning valvesl0/4/12
Drive shaft removal 10/1/4, Other models:
10/1/17, AX 10/6/14
10/2/10  BX 6/5/8,
Fixing seal tracks 6/2/11 10/6/16
Gearbox/diff 9/2/12, BX touring 9/6/14
9/6/8, BX4TC 10/6/14
10/2/8 Zabrus 10/6/13
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CX cabrio 8/3/4

CX 2500 GTI 5 speed 8/3/5
CX Series 2 10/1/12
Panhard 9/1/4,
9/6/4
MEMBERS' CARS:
'23 B2 Roadster Peter Boyle 6/5/4
123 & '24 5CV Leigh & Annette Mason 9/2/6
'35 L12 Shane Correa 9/1/6
138 11BL Gabriel de Figueiredo 9/2/4
'39 L15 Brain Wade 6/6/5
'48 L15 Robin & Su Smith 10/1/2
'5]1 11BLJohn & Robyn Couche 6/4/5
'51 11BL Peter Hughan 6/3/6
'51 11BL Brian Wade 6/6/5
'53 B15 Don Balmer 6/3/6
'53 L15 Cliff McCann 6/3/6
'53 B15 Dennis Walton 8/3/6
'54 L15 Lance Collins 10/4/5
'54 F9 Rex Gercovich 6/1/5
'54 2CV David Gries 7/3/7
'54 2CV John Locke 9/4/2
'66 2CV4 Struan & Alison Robertson 7/3/5
'68 2CV Janet Gries 7/3/7
'68 Ami Break Mark McKibbin 7/3/6
'70 Ami Break Mark McKibbin 7/3/6
'71 HY van Phil & Regina Ward 10/5/4
'73 SM Chris & Bev Bennet 10/6/2
'76 2CV6 Russell Wade 7/3/8
'78 Dyane 6 Leigh Miles 7/3/4
EVENTS:
AOMC European Motoring Show 9/6/16
Austraction 83 Harrietville 6/6/6
85 Echuca 9/2/10
Australia Day Cavalcade 9/1/8
Bendigo Swap Meeting 83 7/4/8
84 8/5/6
CCOCA Concours 82 6/4/8
83 7/4/7

84
85
86
CCOCA Camping weekend
CCOCA Economy Run85
86
CCOCA Motorised Night Hike 84
85
CCOCA Photo competition
CCOCA workshops: Gearbox, Front end
2Cv
Cit-in 82
83
Citraction 84

Qtroendezvous '86
Classic Car Show (Brighton, eng.)
Classic Car Show (Melb. '85)
Hamilton Rally 82
Interclub Concours 83

84
Vintage Car Bally, Kalorama
Yarra Junction Run
Yum cha
6th ICCCR, Knebworth

ADVERTISEMENTS:

10 hp 1921

8, 10, 15CV (Rear Drive)
1934 Citroen range

7CV (Traction, 1934)
Big 6

L1S

2Cv

BX

Burberry weatherproof
Michelin X

Silentbloc

8/4/8
9/4/10
10/4/10
9/5/13
9/2/9
10/3/2
8/5/4
9/4/2
9/4/12
8/3/10
10/3/6
6/1/8
7/1/8
8/1/2,
8/1/6
10/1/14
7/1/5
9/4/14
6/2/5
7/1/8
8/1/9
8/2/11
6/3/10
10/3/5
8/3/3,
8/4/4

6/5/1FC
6/3/8
7/6/5
8/6/2
6/2/4,
6/2/IBC
6/4/IFC
9/4/3
9/6/12
10/2/11
10/1/19
8/1/9

My GARRGE MAN  CALLS (T A Cipgsic

DGy

4 s 0 &




As you may be aware, I have been appointed
Librarian for the Club following on from the
excellent professional stewardship of Peter
Simmenaver.

What does this entail? Well briefly, apart
from having to find adequate hiding spots for
10 cartons of neatly stacked books and magaz-
ines (we used to have a spare room), it means
that I will now attend meetings regularly and
keep an inventory of borrowere~ I also will
handle requests for back issues of other club
magazines and photocopies of technical manuals
and other details as requested by members.

The library stock of books is very good in
condition, and contains pertinent books/magaz-
ines/brochures etc written about most Citroen
models. These books are excellent for renewing
enthusiasm when restoration activities flag -
or for showing your better half when he/she
fails to have a common ‘'vision' of what your
car will look like if or when......

The library also holds back-issues of all the
club magazines from our fellow enthusiasts,
both in Australia and from most parts of the
world. Many of these make particularly inter-
esting reading and are worthy of borrowing.
In the next few months, a detailed list of
stock will be published. Suffice to say that
in the meantime, a constant ‘'revolving' quart-
er of our book and brochure stock, plus all
the latest magazines, will be available every
monthly meeting or open night. I hope members
will avail themselves of some interesting

LIBRARY

reading in this way.

Simple rules will apply:

1. Books or magazines borrowed at meetings

are recorded at the time of loan and are usual-
ly expected back at the next meeting. Extens-
ions are always considered.

2. Mail requests are 0K, made to my address.
You pay postage both ways. Personal visils are
welcome, but ring first to make sure.

3. Workshop manuals (also some spare parts
and bodywork manuals) are available in photo-
copied form ready for your binder, to suit
Light 15/Big 15, Big 6, DS, ID. A current 2CV
manual (Haynes) is available on monthly loan.
Cost of photocopying is variable, depending on
manual size etc e.g. L15 manual, quality photo-
copy, text and illustrations = $22.50 (+post).

If you see a respectable book that the club
could/should buy, then spread the word. We are
in the process of buying the new Haynes book,
"The Ugly Duckling”, and hope that it will soon
be on the borrowing list (no, it's nol your
favourite nursery rhyme, though its subject
matter could be regarded as "unreal").

All requests and further information:

David Giddings

3 Cross Street
Canterbury 3126.
Ph. (03) 836 6038.

ON YOUR PLATE

The Editor has not been flooded by your amus-
ing or intriguing contributions to this column,
so, for your ommissions, you'll have to put up
with more of the things which tend to tickle
the Editorial Funny-bone. Serves you right!

A bright red Melbourne FWD Celica has the
numberplate "FREE". It is apparently an ex-. :
pression of the way the sexy little number
makes its owners feel. However, the lady of
the house has found that she tends to get some
funny looks and not-so-funny comments when she
is driving it alone!

Noticed a fairly ordinary Holden HG wagon on
a building site with the number "BRM-BRM".
Perhaps a carry over from making the noises
as he pushed his Dinky toys around, or per-
haps a hankering for one of those 16-cylinder
British racers?

And speaking as we are of funny names and
funny walks (almost), The Age of July 2 refers
to unusuval names among candidates in the New
Guinea elections (Michael Mexico, Timothy
Bongo etc), but the best to me is a veteran
Papuan named Mahura Rarua Rarua who is known
around Port Moresby as "Starter Motor". Try to
pronounce it and you'll see why. It's almost
enough to make you want to give him a push!

W.G.

After years of pondering the wonders of twin-
pots and hydro-pneumatics, Janet and David
Gries Adve dabbled into the more demanding
realms of applied biology and have given birth
to Morgan Davey Gries on May 22. A healthy
little model, supplied avec manivelle, he has
large but as yet undetermined capacity, togeth-
er with copious and often powerful output.

We know David has a product of Malvern Links
hidden away somewhere, so now he'll be able to
refer to his "pair of Morgans", and if you hear
that the little fellow has started going round
by trike, don't take the statement at face .
value. He could be going a lot faster than you

" imagine!

The club members extend congratulations and
best wishes.
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RED PLATE

"SPECIAL PERMIT" OR "RED PLATE" VEHICLES

Most

Iy

ful,

club members would be aware of the R.T.A's

"red plate" system that is available for cars
over 25 years of age; but are club members
aware of their obligations to the club as as

R.T.A. - authorised Red Plate event holder?

C.C.0.C.A. has been authorised since 1982 to
conduct events for cars with red plates. When
C.C.0.C.A. was approved as an authorised club,
the following policies were adopted for the

operation of the scheme:-

That the Club appoint two PERMIT OFFICERS
(to administer the Safety checks and other

aspects of the scheme)

. That Club members must notify the permit

officers upon the purchase of "red plates”
and must present their cars prior to
attending their first rally for a club
safety check, and thereafter every 12
months.

The Permit Officers shall keep records
of inspections and any disciplinary
action taken against members abusing the
terms of the permit.

If a car is found to be in an unsafe
condition, permission to use the car at

future club rallies will be withdrawn

until the fault is rectified and reinspected

by the permit officers.
Club members are advised to carry a
current copy of the club's official
notice of rallies; ie: Front Drive or
Attractions, with them on any Club
rally.

(Proposed and Ratified Nov. '82)

New proposals for wider use of Red Plate cars

are before the RTA at present, and if success-

will require stricter administration of

the scheme on behalf of the Club. Members are

advised that Red Plates are a PRIVILEGE
granted to the Hobby Motoring movement,

and any abuses of the system can reflect on
all hobby motorists, as well as directly

upon our club.

| *As operating in Victoria.

—

SCHEME ®

Members owning vehicles with "red plates"”
issued by the Road Traffic Authority of Vic.
should note carefully the following:-

1. ANNUAL SAFETY CHECKS for members cars
on Red Plate Permits are to conducted
in conjunction with the Annual Concours
(1987 - Westerfolds Park)

2. Any car failing to reach a satisfactory
standard at the time of the Safety Check
will be given four weeks within which to
rectify the fault and represent the car
for inspection. I

3. A current roadworthy certificate would be
accepted in lieu of a safety check, if a
member was unable to attend due to
isolation (ie: Victorian country members)
a copy of which should be forwarded ®©
the permit officers at the time the
Safety check is to be held.

4. A copy of the Safety Check is reprinted
to enable members to ascertain what items
will be checked.

A REMINDER TO HOLDERS OF RED PLATE PERMITS:
At present, you may use your vehicle to
attend any gazetted rally publicised by
C.C.0.C.A. ie: General meetings, open nights,
weekend events, Austraction rally, National
rally, etc.
Events conducted by other authorised clubs
ie: AOMC - European Day, may be attended by
€.C.0.C.A. members in "red plate" vehicles.
Road testing of é vehicle prior to events is
permissable.

(Current to June 87.)
YOU MAY NOT USE YOUR RED PLATED VEHICLE FOR
ANY OTHER PURPOSE.

Putting a Traction on Red Plates in the
metrapolitan area currently costs $9%6 p.a.
(including Third Part Insurance). Throw in
same unlimited camprehensive insurance for
the car itself fram Shannon's and you're
away! (Pre-1955 cars: $63 p.a. for up to
$5000 value, extra $11/$1000 thereafter
3pprox. ).

An example of the Club's annual safety
check list is included overleaf.
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SAFETY EXAMINATION REPORT
Owner f,E"?SI'— éO‘VL £ Date 1%~ 9-%3
§ e :
Vehicle Make CITRO. &/ Tres R2 . Yeor.... 2722
v
Engine Numb R192. 40, Registration Numbi e 1 =~.-260
BRAKING _ FootPedsl _ ° v [rvres” 4 gl 7o i
Parking Brake / exnaustsysTem - * | : ST TR
Locking / WINDSCREEN WIPER w mor FITTEN ;
Linkage « | V |rearvisionminror _* | 7 | ;
. 7 .
Operation - |V WARNING DEVICE s v
| STEERING Steerino Box \/ GLAZING Material s :
Lash N __/ Visibility v
Tie Rod Ends \]: BODY Protrusions § i
King Pins 1/ Mudouards v ‘
SUSPENSION _ Axles V/ Doors v
Sprinas ‘/ Bonnet ‘6 ) \ !
g g () FFITILLD DIPPLiv -
Shackles ‘/ LIGHTS Head Dip .° v e 3
s F X = Faulty
Bolts etc. * Al Side . </ = Sausfaciorv
Cracks -1V Tail M V4
Rear Wheels _ * Stop * -
/ = o Signature - Auifiofised Examiner
UNIVERSAL JOINTS TRAILER CONNECTION WeT 1TITIEN
WHEELS : TRAILER TOW BAR worF il 101

Wanted: Oval interior light fitting (glass &
rim) to go over rear window of early L15.
Also original Lucas light lenses to suit L15
(swap step-down rims and sealed beams if you
like).

David Giddings
(03) 836 6038.

Wanted: LH front kick-plate for Normale (B15),
Citroen name-plate for small-boot wheel cover,
aluminium door trims (one front, one rear),
windscreen wiper extensiaon arm, RH spindle
shaft & RH drag link (wiper above screen).

Peter Harbor

3 Amalfi Cresent

Nowra 2541

(044) 214421.

[This ad may have been met earlier - check it
out if you can help anyway - Ed].

Wanted: Swap my 11BL grill complete with wings
and beading for a complete 11B grill; or I'll
buy the external chevron strips alone to com-
plete my present 11B grill.

Detlev Neumann
91 Roslyn Road
Belmont 3216.

(052) 439 609.

CLASSIFIEDS

DAN _JONES' SPARES

A group of CCOCA members has successfully bid
for the Traction spares stock of the late Dan
Jones. There is a wide range of parts, mostly
used. These will be made available to club
members at the lowest prices possible, as soon
as they have been removed, sorted and priced.

Please do not contact the Spare Parts Officer
about these spares - the group will organise
distribution. Watch for further information
shortly. Enquiries to Ted Cross (03) 842 4845.
Note: CCOCA Parts Auction - Cross's, Sunday, October 11.




Special, never-to-be-lepeq/e' 1

only, Light 15 drivesha s,u reconditioned
in France. At cost%@a e: $6820.

Contact Peter Boyl

Super special: New fabricated replacement ends for rear of Traction
front mudguards. L11/B15/B6. LHS & RHS.

$55 each.

Water distributor tube (head) 20
Tie rod ball joint kit 65
Upper/lower ball joint boot (leather) 12
Wheel cylinder rear 4-cyl (1" diam) 40.70
Brake hose front/rear Slough 28
4 rear French 22
Brake master cyl kit 9.50
Shocker mount rubber 1
SPARE PARTS OFFICER: Throttle shaft 32 PBIC 0.5 mm 0/S 20
Hub & bearing puller 105
Peter Boyle Lower ball joint puller 65
35 Newman St Bonnet strip clamp (internal) 1.50
Thornbury 3071.
Phone: (03) 480 3560. DYANE
H O U R S ° Brake hose 22
L4 Seat rubber 1
) Wiper blades pair 10
1 Oam 9. 5. 3 Op m farly 2CV parts, all new unless indicated,
- d 5 iy t ; d . LIMITED SYOCKS, NEVER TO BE REPEATED OFFER!!
— :
Mon ay Sa ur ay Clutch linings $15
' : [ Exhaust valves $9
Rear engine mount $9
Tie rod covers (metal) . $3
. Suspension arm seals $8.50
PLEASE NOTE THE NEW _HOURS FOLKS. Please, oh, Engine push rods $2.50
please try to restrict your calls to these hours. Suspension bumper rubbers $4
Remember, the name's not Arkwright and we ‘re _not Starter motor (reco) $40
open all hours. Crown wheel & pinion $200
Front brake drum $15
NOTE: ORDER FORMS TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER PHONE CALLS. Rear brake drum $15
Starter Bendix unit $10
PARTS LIST (TRACTIONS) as at 1/9/86. Windscreen wiper speedo worm
& drive $8
Big boot top rubber $12.80 Front over-riders 35
Big boot bottom rubber 11 Head gaskets 375 cc $2
Rubber door seal 25.60 Lock & key set - 2 barrels, 2 keys $15
Scuttle vent rubber 25 0il pump bodies, bronze, no gears $10
Pedal rubber 5.50 Valve rocker arm & shaft $15
Rubber grommet petrol filler (2 sizes) 7.50 Valve springs . $1
Rear bumper grommet 12.50 Steering pinion & bearings $15
Rubber V-blocks for doors (8) 34.50 Brake bleed nipples & caps $1.50
Bonnet rubbers 0.30 Dip stick & holder rubber $1.50
Big boot paint protectors (under handles Door catch, righthand front $6
& lights) 25 Ditto LHF $6
As above (small boot) ; 25 Accelerator pedals $1
Windscreen rubber - alum frame . 15.50
Steering rack boots (pair) 26 u', Wanted, wanted: Your old silentblocs for re-
Cearbox gasket set 8 (7)) conditioning. The Spares Department needs any
Complete gasket set motor L15/11BL 76.446 1] amount, be it one or 10, we will be pleased:
Sump set L 10.20 g to purchase them off you, or if you'd like to ;
VRS set Ry® 50 donate them, we'll have no hesitation in accept-
Complete gasket set motor Big 6 70 B ing your offer!
Exhaust muffler incl. tail pjpe L15 95 a.
" 815 105 Peter Boyle
g 86 140 O 35 Newman St
Rubber exhaust hanger 2 }-. Thornbury 3071
GCearbox output shaft seal 8.50 m (03) 480 3560.
Front hub outer seal 6
" inner " é
Rear hub seal 6 By the way, I just can’t justify the time to
Door lock set French big boot 22 chase up second-hand parts, so if you need them,
v Small " 22 please advertise in the classifieds in the mag-
Radiator hose upper/lower 13 azine. i
Fan belt 12.25
Door lock springs 3 bon't forget the firm's motto:
Piston & liner set 360
Liner seal 7.50 Never fear!
Exhaust valve 15 Luigi's here,
Inlet valve 15 When your motor needs new gear!
Ouver cross (driveshaft) 43.80
l Water pump shaft & bush 18
—_— : One set
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