
DRIVE SHAFTS 

I do not profess to be a tech
nical expert however reading a 
number of forums brought co light 
a potential significant problem for 
any one removing the front brake 
drums if not familiar with the 

Traction. 
If the drum is nor correctly 

fitted and torqued the possibility 
of the stub axel shearing becomes 
a significant risk. With the axel 
shearing you will suddenly be
come aware of a slightly more than 
normal lean to the side accom
panied by a grinding screeching 
noise around I 10decibels plus. 
Should this happen steering 
becomes normal and only in a 
straight line usually at the same 
tangent that the brake drum has 
taken! 

Assuming this is the worst, 
once stopped and upon inspecting 
the source of che noise one will 
find the stub axel sheared usually 
in the area of the woodruff key. 

Jokes aside, chis can be a rather 
frightening experience and believe 
it or not is not that uncommon. 

For those attempting this 
themselves here are a few sugges
tions .... 
� When firring the drum, ensure 

the woodruff key is the correct 
size. 

� Remember the woodruff key is 
only there co position the brake 
drum and is not designed to 

keep che drum on the stub 
axel! 

� Ensure the inner and outer 
circumference of che drum 
bore mates perfectly on the 
stub axel. Use mechanics blue 
to check this. 

�When tight
ening the nut 
lubricate the 
nut/drum 

mating surface to allow smooth 
tightening. 

� Check that the drum does not 
fit coo deep on che axel. This 
will cause the nut to bite into 
the unthreaded part of the axel 
and the desired torque will not 
be obtained. 

� When corqueing the nut do 
this in one morion rather than 
two or three sequences. 

� Never back che nut off to align 
the split pinhole! 

� Lastly if in doubt ask! There 
is a wealth of experience out 
there so find a member who 
has done chis before and get 
assistance. 

� For those members that use 
modern day mechanics, make 
sure your man is 100% sure of 
what to do. These old girls can 
be a little difficult and like to 
be treated so! 
Obviously as mentioned this 

is not meant to be advice or in
struction in place of the manual 
but and the club cannot be held 
liable for any malfunction as this 
information is only intended as a 
suggestion? 
Lance Warne � 

T
he Citroen Car Club of 
Victoria invites you, your 
family and friends to the 

46th Cirln of combined Australian 
Citroen clubs, Easter 2014 at Raw
son Village, Victoria. 18 to 21 April. 
WHERE IS IT? 

Rawson is a 
small village lo
cated in the green 
Southern slopes 
of che Great Dividing Range about 
2hours east of Melbourne. The 
Gippsland region includes water 
catchment for Melbourne, snow
fields, sheep, beef and dairy farms, 
power generation, many National 
Parks and other holiday destina
tions and a lot of history, particu
larly in gold mining. 

You can access Rawson from the 
west via the freeways of Melbourne 
or from the east via the NSW South 
Coast. More picturesque, but slower 
routes are across the mountains 
through Omeo or keeping co the 
ease of Melbourne via Eildon. There 

are many alternatives. 
WHAT IS THERE TO SEE AND Dor 

Walhalla and che goldfields 
railway � Nesded in the Thomson 
river valley, Walhalla is a beautifully 
preserved 19th Century gold town 
char is still producing gold. Go 

down an old gold mine where over 
I 3 tons of gold were mined by hand 
from over 8km of runnel, Visit che 
old pose & telegraph building and 
che Chinese garden for an 1860s 
experience. Travel on the restored 
goldfields steam railway. See www. 
walhalla.org.au and walhallarail. 
com.au 
• Bushwalking & mountain biking

� Rawson is surrounded by State
Forest with endless walking trails,
many starting in Rawson. Maps
and details provided.

• Fishing� Trout & Redfin abound 
in many local rivers and lakes. See


