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T h e   c o m m i t t e e  aw a rd s  l i fe 
membership to Club members in 
recognition of their contribution 
to, and support of, the Club. Life 
members are: 
Rob Little 2012 
Ted Cross 2012 
Peter Boyle 2003 
Jack Weaver 1991 
Nance Clark 1984

Ch PlaTES Send  your annual  Ch 
renewal form to PO Box 52, Balwyn, 
3103. Please do the right thing 
and enclose  a stamped, addressed 
envelope. If you do not have a 
Club Permit Handbook include 
$5 and we will return one to you.

aBOuT TO aRRaNgE a ClaSSiC/hiSTORiC PERMiT fOR yOuR 
CiTROëN?
Ch permit applications must be accompanied by a 
RWC or to have been  inspected and approved by one 
of the Club’s Safety Officers. The onus is on owners to 
demonstrate  that their cars are safe. Feel free to consult 
our Permit  Officers  for advice  regarding getting 
your car on the road, and keeping  keeping  it there.

The  deadline for the next edition of 
‘Front Drive’  is  Monday  November 14.

  L Esplanade du Chene  Luxeuil-les- 
Bains from the archive of Leigh Miles. 
Why use this image? see page 35
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Reserve Rooms, Fordham Ave., 
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Prez Sez September 2016.

      Since the last Prez Sez, Roz and I have been up and down to the Gold Coast 
where at a truly private and serene moment, my mother decided to let go. Mum 
was very much in pain until almost the end. Peg often visited us here in Mel-
bourne and always when the opportunity arose with a CCOCA outing she would 
come along…..always in awe of the Citroens and would always have an admir-
ing and flattering word to say. Mum was one of those people that always found 
something nice to say about anything. We are back in our comfortable rut but 
the whole matter is not yet done and dusted. Probate and all that that en-
tails, which I guess most of you have experienced, is the road that lies ahead. 

     All the Raid participants are back, after two months or so of adventures, so the com-
mittee will reform itself and get back to normal. That doesn’t mean to say that we went 
to sleep / hibernation because stalwarts kept the ship steaming ahead. Those steady 
hands at the tiller kept us ticking over handling above and beyond more than their fair 
share. I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to especially Sue and Bruce.  

     The Bastille Day was less of a success than what was hoped for but I have 
been assured that those that did attend did have a good time. So what hap-
pened to the numbers!! Several factors, the most important of which was the 
forthcoming Raid where some of the participants were up to their elbows in 
2CV matters. You could say thank goodness the Raid is an every four year af-
fair….so we take a long breather with that most important event over for an-
other year and look forward to the next. I had a look at a prospective 2CV a few 
months back but lack of the necessary and room precluded the visit to the bank!!

      The committee has an agenda to move on the Advertising matter which Bruce 
has tirelessly worked on over the past 12 months or so constantly refining this rather 
complex area. It has taken a lot of time and effort to get right and I reckon we will 
have this subject put to bed very shortly!! The other matter of importance is the 
acceptance of a set of guidelines / rules to recognize what it takes to be accepted 
as a life member. Nominations may come freely….that is a democratic right and the 
committee of the day will have the appropriate boxes ready to be ticked [ or not!! ] 
and that if all is tickety boo then the nominee can then join the ranks of the mighty!!

      There are many events on the calendar left in the months to come up to the 
AGM that are worthy of your attendance. By the time this is published in the maga-
zine we would have had the talk by the lads in blue regarding the club meeting held 
last September 26th with regards to the Club Plate situation. This is ever an evolving 
issue and will see adjustments for the future. I hope you were all there!!   

ED SED PREZ SEZ 

 CONTENTS

Incredibly this issue marks the start of my second year as editor (6 issues per year) and 
although there have been some ups and downs (I thought Leigh was wintering over in 
Europe so never sought any help). This issue has been a pleasure to produce (edit) with 
the generous contributions from Lee and Leigh, I felt like an editor rather than an author.

With the French Car Festival looming there is a framework of dos and don’ts 
from Ken Marriot regarding such things as how many French poodles you can 
take and how not to be embarrassed by an incontinent Citroën etc etc etc.

The two important points are:-

1. All vehicle owners are requested to bring and use a drip sheet or tray under 
their cars.

2. Seaworks Management requires us to keep vehicle movements to a minimum. 
All vehicles are requested to stay until at least early afternoon, in case of an emergency 
and/or if a vehicle needs to leave, it is the drivers responsibility to get a vested mar-
shal to walk them out of the venue. This is an OH&S issue that must be complied with.

 This was in an email sent on October 16.

For the one Pedant out there, I have used Right  Justification on large blocks of text 
but it does not always work when images are inserted into text using text wrap 
to fit text around the images. I have tried to overcome this by having small blocks 
of text or multiple columns of text. Also I have condensed Leigh’s article (physi-
cal size wise) because  of constraints on the use of colour pages, but 
remember the magazine is an evolving thing and I am open to suggestions and 
contributions.

Russell. Editor 
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OCTOBER Wed 5 CCCV             AGM 

Sun 16 French Car Festival

Wed 19                Committee Meeting

Fri 21 – Sun 22    Motorclassica

Sat 22 Hawthorn Tram Depot

Wed 26                General Meeting

Raid Overview after AGM 

CCOCA Invited

Williamstown

With Motafrenz @ 10.30

Fri 28 - Sun 30    Rusty Springs Avenel

NOVEMBER Wed 16                Committee Meeting

Wed 23                General Meeting

Sun 27 Drive to Lochwood See Website

DECEMBER Sun 11 CCOCA/CCCV 

Christmas BBQ      

Frog Hollow Reserve 

12.00 – 4.00pm

       THREE MONTHS CALENDAR
      The French Car Festival is locked in and we have been invited to bring along for 
the centrepiece ten [ 10 ] of some of our club’s most outstanding vehicles. Lee has 
the 2CV’s ready to go and I have the honour of getting Traction, DS’s etc . So far 
I have a group of interested parties but I will be looking for reserves to fill what-
ever gaps should they appear!!  This day promises to be a great day. I do under-
stand however that some criticism was levelled at the access / parking etc. last 
time the event was held at Williamstown which would be par for course for this 
place as I remember it in days gone by…..so my advice is that if you are wishing 
to come along as an entrant to the general show area or as a spectator….be early.

      It is not too early, as well we all know, to look at the need to bring in a new 
President [ I am obliged to stand down after the 3 year stint] at next year’s AGM. 
I put this to you all that we do need a new face at the presidential tiller to steer 
the club through the waters of fortune. It is not an arduous task rather one that 
has considerable standing. You will enjoy it….so I am looking for a volunteer. Please 
contact me or any of the other committee members should you wish to give a go!!                   

Max Lewis, President, CCOCA

PREZ SEZ continued

NEW EVENT 

HAWTHORN TRAM DEPOT VISIT

A JOINT EVENT WITH MOTAFRENZ CAR CLUB

WHEN:           Saturday. October 22

TIME:             11.30

MEET:            Hawthorn Tram Depot, 8 Wallen Rd. Hawthorn

PARKING:      Parking in the area may prove fraught if we have a large turnout. So      

why not come by tram instead? Alight at the junction of Power St and

Riversdale Rd.

COST:             $2 per person.

BOOKINGS:  Essential by Thursday, October 20 to Leigh Miles business.direct@  

bigpond.com or 9888 7506

BRING:          Friends, cheer, map and your pride and joy, be it car, partner or family.

CONTACT:     Leigh Miles business.direct@bigpond.com or 9888 7506
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CHIT CHAT TUESDAY
WHEN: 1st Tuesday in the Month

Tuesday 1st November
Tuesday 6th December

TIME: 10.30 am

WHERE: Blue Bay Cafe, 667 Pt Nepean Rd McCrae
opposite the steel lighthouse

Melway 158  K10

COST: Cheap Eats
BOOKING: Not required
CONTACT: Warwich Spinaze

04 0701 6719
Join CCOCA and CCCV members for a morning coffee and a chat
on the Mornington Peninsula.



MONTH November 

EVENT: BBQ at Ken & Chris Johnson’s Home in Lockwood 
72 McKinnons Road, Lockwood 

WHEN: Sunday 27th November 
LEAVING: Rockbank BP Service Station - Outward Bound  
TIME: 9.00am for 9.30am Departure 
RSVP: Essential  Friday 18th November 

Ken & Chris  03 5435 3592 or 0438 506 732   
BRING: Chairs, drinks, glasses and a salad or dessert to share.

CCOCA will supply the meat for the BBQ.  

Please consult Chris when you RSVP if you have any special dietary 
needs. Also advise her of the type of salad or dessert you will be 
contributing. 

After departing Rockbank, Ken has arranged a mystery visit for us in 
the Daylesford area to view a unique and interesting collection of old 
tractors, farm vehicles, machinery and other paraphernalia. 
Tea and coffee will be available. 
Afterwards, we will make our way to Lockwood for a BBQ luncheon. 

Ken and Chris have been trekking donkeys 
through the Australian bush for the past 20 

years. They are currently home to Arkie, 
Wilbur, Marbles and Biddy, four very lucky 

donkeys. 

Here is a chance for you to see these gentle 
creatures and if you wish, have a ride or go 
for a spin in a donkey cart. 
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 MONTH            DECEMBER 

EVENT NAME: CCOCA/CCCV CHRISTMAS SPIT ROAST 

WHEN: Sunday 11 December 2016 
TIME: 12.00pm – 4.00pm 
WHERE: Frog Hollow Reserve Rooms 

Fordham Ave, Camberwell  
Melway 60, B3 

COST:            The Spit Roast (gyros) will be cooked &  
supplied by the clubs. 

    Salads/breads/sauces are NOT included.             
BRING:  Everything for a picnic including table &          

chairs. 
BOOKINGS:              Essential 
RSVP:         Friday 2 December 
CONTACT:                Lee Dennes    0438 286 181 

activities@citroenclassic.org.au                         

Reflections of First Time Raiders, Graeme 
and Lee Dennes, who completed RAID 
2016 in their 2CV, Duck à l'orange.  

The trip involved a loop leaving from and returning to Alice Springs via 
Yuendumu, Rabbit Flat, Lajamanu, Top Springs, Katherine, Nhulunbuy, 
Mataranka Springs, Roper Bar, Butterfly Springs, Lorella Springs, Cape 
Crawford, Tennant Creek and Aileron (approx. 4,000km over 31days) 

We purchased Duck 
in November 2014 

specifically for 
participating in 

RAID 2016. After 
months of 

preparation we were 
ready for the big 

adventure. 
Last minute preparations.        Mmm, the spare or the guitar? 

With all the Ducks in a row, we headed off. 
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TANAMI ROAD 

“I think Duck may have cooked her goose.” 

The internal securing nut on the drive shaft from the differential had 
unscrewed itself, allowing the shaft to exit the gearbox. The engine and 
gearbox didn’t have to be removed, as advised by Stephane. He 
explained to Elliot how to fix the problem, and we were back on the 
road in a couple of hours. Thank you Stephane and Elliot. 

It was estimated that of the 4,000km travelled, 1,000 of them were 
severely corrugated, which lead to this conversation being overheard: 

“Nah Mate, we just need a bigger hammer.” 

KATHERINE GORGE 

Our Dutch friends thoroughly enjoyed our trip through ‘ the canyons’. 

ARNHEM LAND 

Yirrakala School children who came to look at the funny cars. 

The colours of Arnhem Land 
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ON ROUTE TO BUTTERFLY SPRINGS 

The engine died. Carby 
trouble. The corrugations 
had destroyed the tip of the 
float valve, preventing fuel 
shutoff, allowing fuel to 
overflow from the fuel bowl 
onto the engine!! 

Qualify, of 
course! 

There’s a 
2CV chassis 

under 
there! 

BUTTERFLY SPRINGS 

Bush 
camping 

“Perhaps this is a good 
time to wash some of this 
camouflaging dust off.” 

MATARANKA SPRINGS 

“Crikey, I’m sure there used to 
be a muffler under here 
somewhere.” 

BITTER SPRINGS 

About as sweet as it gets! 
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DALY WATERS

“Now, if we just sneak in here we might be able to slip stream a little.” 

DEVILS MARBLES 

“They make really big 
burger buns up here, 
don’t they?” 

We returned home after being away eight weeks  and  travelling 13,000 
km. Would we do it again….?? 
We would like to thank the Organisers and our fellow Raiders for their 
company, assistance and camaraderie and add our special thanks to the 
Tech Team.  We would also like to express our ongoing amazement at 
these little cars for their remarkable resilience.  

ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE 

And what a service it was, transporting a fellow Raider who was 
unwell to Mt Isa for treatment. All ended on a good note. The Raider 

returned the following day, thanks to the Lorella Springs pilot. 

SOUTHERN LOST CITY near Lorella Springs. 

A very well kept secret. 
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lowering or raising the roof is pure theatre and can even be completed at speeds 
of up to 25mph, providing the sequence is initiated below 3mph’. The Megane today 
has prices starting from £500 it has ‘theatre in abundance’, you just need to be 
sure the elaborate roof mechanism still works. Otherwise you are buying a Renault 
Megane Coupe that probably has a leaking roof. 

The second showing is rather an ‘own 
goal’, with the alternative to the brilliant 
Peugeot 205 GTi being the Peugeot 205 

XS. 

‘Think of it as the 205 GTi’s little broth-
er ~ just as willing on a B-road and very 
eager to impress. The later cars shared 
the same 1.4-litre engine found in the Citroën AX GT’. [That is the first mention of 
Citroën]. A second alternative for the 205 GTi is the Peugeot 308 GTi ~ unfortu-
nately never available in Australia. If it had been there might have been some left on 
the road as rust seems to have claimed the scalp of most these unloved cars.

The next French mention sees Citroën in the brilliant column. As an alternative to 
the brand new C4 Cactus. Despite having been on the UK market for 18months it 
still turns heads and prices start from £12,990. The alternative? The Rover Street-

wise and save yourself around £12,000. 
Believe it or not, this was Rover’s at-
tempt to appeal to a younger audience. 
Because kids love urban on-roaders. 
Once again a model not sold in Oz. But 
there is another alternative. 

The Citroën C3 XTR, which did arrive 
here, albeit in small numbers.

When people moan that Peugeot 
hasn’t built a decent GTi since the 205, 
they seem to forget the sublime 306 
GTi-6. 

You know how it… you boot up your computer, log onto the internet and the first 
screen you see has some photo-based piece of ‘journalism’. You know the sort of 
thing ~ ’20 photos of screen stars you won’t recognise’, ’20 historic photos that 
will leave you breathless’. Yes, I know, I use the word journalism in its loosest form. 
Typically, by the time you get the fifth image you realise you have been hoodwinked. 
Not only do you not ‘recognise’ the screen stars, you have never heard of them and 
you are bored witless. Your patience runs out just as the sixth image finally opens 
and you head off to finally drink that cup of coffee you made just before you set 
down at the computer, with every intention of finally filling in the census form.

But, every now and then one of these does gat in enough to click beyond the sixth 
image. One such recently popped up on my computer, courtesy of msn. Headed 
‘Brilliant cars and their bargain alternatives’, I was interested. I did start to worry 
when I realised there were not 20 images to wade through… there were 82 of 
them. But, still, I thought that is only 41 ‘brilliant’ cars and the same number of 
‘bargains’. And I had already completed the census, there was only my tax return to 
arrange. 82 car pictures… tax… 82 images… tax. What do you think I did?

It will be no surprise that a whole lot of the cars [both brilliant and bargain] were 
BMWs. And frankly as a marque they leave me cold ~ sorry to the BMW owners in 
the club, but seriously, what did you expect. Some more of them were the sort of 
thing you would expect. Don’t spend £ on an S-Class Mercedes, but a Lexus 400LS. 
[Mercedes really should have sued Toyota for passing off, but that is a whole other 
story].

No, what did surprise me was the number of French cars, in general, and Citroën in 
particular were listed. Some of the bargains I recall did not receive anything like a 
‘brilliant’ review at the time they were being sold new, but maybe time has applied 
sufficient Vaseline to the rose-tinted lens [to mix my metaphors] that today these 
unloved cars merit more respect.

‘Imitation’, the site says ‘is the sincerest form of flattery. In the ideal world, we’d all 
drive brilliant cars ~ but that’s not always possible. Perhaps a car is financially out 
of reach or maybe so few were made, you’ve got little chance of actually owning 
one. With this in mind, we’ve assembled a list of brilliant cars and then presented a 
cheaper alternative. You can thank us later.’

So, where do the French manage an ac-
colade?

First mention goes to the Renault Me-
gane Cabriolet ~ the original version ~ 
listed as the alternative to the Mercedes 
Benz SLC. While the review does not 
exactly cover the Merc with accolades 
it does comment that ‘the simple act of 

 BRilliaNT OR BaRgaiN
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This was one of the greatest hot 
hatches of the 1990s. As was so often 
the case the same mechanicals were 
also available with the double chev-

ron badge. In this case the equivalent 
was the Xsara VTS. While it [like the 
Citroën Visa GTi and its Peugeot 205 
GTi sibling] has forever lived in the 
shadow of the 306, this is a shame, because the Citroën deserves more respect. 

Besides, Claudia Schiffer preferred the 
Xsara. Probably.

The site tells us that ‘today, diesel-
powered hot hatches are commonplace, 
but before the Skoda Fabia vRS arrived 
in 2003, things were different’. Well, on 
the Continent, maybe. The desire for 
hot diesels seems never to have taken 
off here. But, Skoda’s took the idea to 

the mainstream and helped to put the 
vRS name on the map. But it wasn’t the 
world’s first diesel-powered hot hatch, 
because that accolade belongs to the 
Citroën ZX Volcane. Available in both 
three- and five-door guise, the Volcane 
was practical, economical and fast. 
Faster even than the speed with which 
it rusted. The Autotrader web site in 

the UK lists just on ZX for sale… a 
‘povo pack’ Aura.

Aston Martin DB9: This is one of our 
favourite brilliant/bargain comparisons. 
You could buy an Aston Martin DB9… 
Or you could chance your arm with a 
Renault Laguna Coupe. Seriously, if you 
see one of these in a car park, you will 
take a second look.

We can’t praise the Suzuki Swift Sport 
enough. With prices starting from 
£13,999, it’s the most affordable junior 
hot hatch you can buy. Indeed, it puts us 
in mind of hot hatches of old. You know, 
cars like the Citroën AX GT. Back in the 
‘80s, cars like this were light and free of 
needless ditractions,

distractions. Sure,they were 
also free of safety aids, but cut-price 
thrills don’t come much better than this. 
Again, this is a model that did come to 
Australia, but I cannot remember when 
I saw one last. Maybe you should think 
about snapping one up while there are 
any examples left locally. Having said 
that, there seem to be none for sale on 
carsales.com.au at the moment and only three [none of them GTs] on the UK au-
totrader.co.uk site.Another example of the brilliant being French and this time the 

bargain in Japanese. Instead of opting 
for the +£24,000 Renaultsport Megane 
RS 275, why not try a Honda Integra 
Type R? Back in 1998 when the first 

of these arrived in the UK, they were 
certainly not cheap, however ‘such is 
their purity of drive, the Integra Type R 
manages to upstage a number of rear-
wheel-drive rivals’.Ferrari has three brilliant cars in this list. Here they compare it 
with something French. The other listings pitch the marque against Fiat’s X1/9 and 

BMW’s Z3 M Coupe. This time it is the 
‘achingly beautiful’ Peugeot 406 Coupe 
~ yours for less than £1,000. Here the 
prices on carsales.com.au start at just 
$3,000. With its lines penned by Pininfa-
rina, it is no wonder looks as though it 

could wear the Prancing Horse badge                             23.
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The Bugatti Veyron is naturally listed as brilliant. The bargain alternative? Volkswa-
gen’s Passat W8. The Passat W8 features a 4.0litre W8 engine, precisely half the 
8.0-litre W16 engine you’ll find in the record-breaking Veyron. Go for the wagon 
version and you can even take the dog. Yet another example where the brilliant car 
is well outside the budget of most [all?] members and the bargain alternative is not 

available here.

And 

finally ~  saving the best to last ~ the 
Citroën ‘Goddess’ finished third in the poll to find the greatest car of the 20th 
century, which is no mean feat, especially when you consider it was beaten by the 
Ford Model T and Mini. The Citroën DS was revolutionary, technologically advanced 
and beautiful, but as we have seen prices for these stunning vehicles continue to 

rise inexorably. I have seen various 
magazine writers suggest that those of 
us with pockets that are not sufficiently 
deep should look no further than the 
CX. Certainly later versions of the CX
are nothing short of brilliant. No, a CX
is not a DS, but it is still a very desirable
car. Given the poor start in life the CX
had [but then again that is something it
shares with the DS] it must be accepted 
that it did take some time for Citroën to

get the CX right: but right it did become. But this website takes a different direc-
tion opining that ‘the Citroen GS should be looked upon as the DS for the common 
man’. First launched in 1970, it came with almost all of the wizz-bangery of the DS 
~ for sure the DS’s hydraulic gearch-
ange was replaced with the C-matic 
and the steering was not powered. But, 
remember it was designed to do battle 
with more mainstream cars: think 
Series 1 Ford Escort and Vauxhall Viva. 
‘Buy one while they are still cheap’, 
they suggest.

The full list is shown below, in alphabetic order of brilliance: 
Alfa Romeo 4C Alfa Romeo GTV Cup 
Aston Martin DB9 Renault Laguna Coupe 
Aston Martin Rapide S Ford Mondeo Vignale 
Audi R8 Audi TT RS 
Audi RS5 Volkswagen Corrado VR6 
Bentley Mulsanne Chrysler 300C 
BMW M2 BMW E46 M3 
BMW M3 E30 BMW 325i/323i 
BMW M5 BMW 540i 
BMW M5 Subaru WRX STI 
Bugatti Veyron Volkswagen Passat W8 
Citroen C4 Cactus Rover Streetwise 
Citroen DS Citroen GS 
Dacia Duster 4x4 Lada Niva 
Ferrari 308 GTB/GTS Fiat X1/9 
Ferrari FF BMW Z3 M Coupe 
Ferrari 456 Peugeot 406 Coupe 
Fiat Panda 4x4 Subaru Justy 4WD 
Ford Fiesta ST Ford Fiesta 1.0 EcoBoost 125 
Ford Mustang Rover 75 V8 
Lancia Delta Integrale Mazda 323 4x4 Turbo 
Land Rover Defender Suzuki Jimny 
Lotus Carlton Vauxhall Carlton GSI 3000 
Lotus Elise Vauxhall VX220 
Mercedes-Benz CLS Volkswagen CC 
Mercedes-Benz SLC Renault Megane Cabriolet 
Mercedes-Benz S-Class Lexus LS 400 
Mercedes-Benz S-Class Coupe Honda Legend Coupe  
Peugeot 205 GTI Peugeot 205 XS or Peugeot 309 GTI 
Peugeot 306 GTI-6 Citroen Xsara VTS 
Porsche Cayman Subaru BRZ 
Range Rover Evoque Convertible Land Rover Freelander SoftBack 
Renaultsport Megane RS 275 Honda Integra Type R 
Rolls-Royce Wraith BMW 7 Series 
Skoda Fabia vRS diesel Citroen ZX Volcane 
Suzuki Swift Sport Citroen AX GT 
Toyota GT86 Porsche 944 
Toyota Prius [New] Honda Insight Mk1 
Volkswagen Golf GTI Mk2 Volkswagen Jetta GTI 16v

This article is based on http://www.msn.com/en-gb/cars/enthusiasts/brilliant-cars-
and -their-bargain-alternatives/ 

Leigh Miles



AOMC NEWS

27

At a display of classic and fast cars held recently in Maling Road my camera was 
drawn to a number of naughty Italian cars who had convinced their owners to be 
very creative with a computer and a vinyl printer producing these interpretations of 
a VicRoads club permit plate.

From the VicRoads website,“Displaying number plates that haven’t been issued by 
VicRoads on a vehicle is an offence under the Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations 
(except for home made plates on registration exempt trailers). This includes the 
illegal re-manufacturing of existing number plates issued by VicRoads in a different 
format, style or material”.

Penalty code 8384 2 penalty points and $311 fine.

So all you Jaguar E type owners without a place to mount the front numberplate on 
your cars shapely nose do not be tempted to create a period correct stick on front plate.

Regarding slimline club permit plates, VicRoads would like to introduce them (anoth-
er line of revenue) however this is unlikely because the CPS database is managed out-
side the VicRoads mainframe database, and there is currently no automated ordering 
system for club permit plates yet. For example if a club plate is damaged or lost you 
cannot order a replacement but must just take the next pair of plates to be issued.

Russell . AOMC Liason Officer
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SPARES REPORT
I begin my report with a rather sensitive subject to members. CCOCA has al-
ways stated that one of the advantages of belonging to the club was the ac-
cess to spare parts and that if parts were incorrectly supplied they would be 
accepted as returns. This is a very handy position to be in as if you bought 
parts from Europe and they were incorrect you would be stuck with them 
as the cost to ship them back would probably not be worth the effort.

Having said that I have had parts returned which were “incorrect”. No problem…….
however they have been in a condition that I am unable to sell them on. I know 
often these parts are supplied to your engine/body builder but ask that if 
this be the case members inform 3rd parties of the clubs rules. I think this is only 
fair as after all it is your club and ultimately your assets that are being “written 
off”.

Rob Little has made up the second batch of power steering kits and when we last 
communicated there were only 3 left. As Rob indicated, these would only be 
assembled in batches so get in quick as if the demand is no longer there no further kits 
will be available.

For those interested I will still send clocks to be repaired but again only in batches in 
an attempt to cut costs. Postage is an ever-increasing cost which is beyond our control. 
Please be aware that you need to send your old clock to me first as they are individually 
repaired.

Lastly a small quiz ……no prizes just the satisfaction. Anybody recognize this?



MONTH - ONGOING 

EVENT: BOY’S DAY OUT 
WHEN: The fourth Thursday each month and the third 

Thursday in December. 
TIME: 10.30 am for 11.30 departure.  

Leaving from 1/29 Everist Rd, Ocean Grove Industrial 
Estate 

WHERE: Portarlington Golf Club 
COST: Lunch is $10-$12, plus drinks 
BOOKINGS: Not Essential 
BRING: An interesting car 
CONTACT: Mike Killingsworth  0417 552 446 

The "Boy's Day Out" is designed for blokes to get together and talk 
about cars or anything else to their heart's content. We meet at Mike's 
shed and embark on a short drive around the Bellarine, stopping on 
the grass at Portarlington for a chat before proceeding to the Golf Club 
for lunch. There we have a private room and conduct a raffle (tickets 
are free) for a magnum of wine and maybe a dinner voucher. After 
lunch everyone is free to travel home at their leisure. 

It's definitely designed for the boys rather than couples and the only 
other requirement is to bring an interesting car (we're not pedantic 
about that - just don't want a procession of SUVs!) 
We do get some interesting cars of all ages. The definition of 
interesting may be shape, age (very new or old), rarity, performance 
etc. Or maybe just an old Holden Statesman with a wardrobe tied to 
its roof!! Of course ANY Citroen is welcome! 
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At a recent AOMC restoration seminar one of the speakers was a Tyre Wallah giving 
his thoughts on tyre life. I have heard some tyre people suggest a shelf life (before 
use) of 5 years under ideal storage conditions, others simply suggest 10 years total 
life from date of manufacture and so with other factors no one really knows the 
use by date. Obviously if you see cracks in the sidewalls or between the tread and 

sidewall the tyre has had it’s day.

Our beloved Michelin X tyres were widely used 
by amateur racers in the 50s and 60s (before 
dedicated racing tyres became available) be-
cause they were the TYRE MOST LIKELY to grip 
a dry track due to their stiff tread soft sidewall 
design.

As we move through the 21st century can you 
guess the TYRE MOST LIKELY? Yes it’s the 
Michelin X and it’s steel belted compatriots. 
You must get down and dirty and with a good 

light and examine in the tread grooves for cracks 
because in the past when drivers felt wobble/
vibration the thought often was “damm, I have 
lost a balance weight” and so drive a little faster 
ie drive through the wobble. This was often suc-
cessful but if you are using “mature” Michelin X 
tyres and a sudden vibration starts STOP IMME-
DIATLY, if you try to drive through the vibration 
you will SOON STOP, upside down, in a ditch or 
worse.

So instead of the TYRE MOST LIKELY to grip, the mature Michelin X is also the TYRE 
MOST LIKELY to fly to bits, ie lose it’s tread where water has penetrated cracks in 
the tread, then rust on the steel bracing causes the tread to lose it’s bond, textile 
radials and old crossplies are almost immune from this tread separation problem.

The other issue is tubeless tyres on an older car , tubeless tyres should only be 
fitted on wheels with safety rims, this problem  arises when wheels are mixed and 
matched from different era’s. 

Having had a Michelin X lose it’s tread and lived to tell the tale the amount of dam-
age to the car caused by the flailing tread was incredible, without even running off 
the road.

Finally how to read your tyres! Tyres are manufactured with a Tyre Identification 
Number (TIN) marking moulded on the sidewall that shows the week and year the 
tyre was made.

For post 2000 made tyres the last four digits of the TIN indicate production date, 
eg: 1204 indicates a tyre made on the 12 week of 2004.

For tyres made pre 2000 the last three digits of the TIN indicate production date, 
eg: 375 indicates a tyre made in the 37 week of 1995.

Tyres made in the 1990s have a triangular indentation after the last number, eg: 
10th week of 1994 would have the code 104∆. No symbols, head for the tyre shop. 

Thanks to the Vintage Motor Club of NSW via the AOMC for the tyre marking info.

Russell.

TYRE MOST LIKELY
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Wanted

Citroen DS or Safari
Contact Terry. Member of Citroen Car Club of Qld

e-mail thar@bigpond.com   Mb 0430 059 056
_____________________________________________________________

Used Mitchelin tyres 165x400 and 185x400. Condition of the tread is unim-
portant as long as they hold air. Tyres needed to move vehicle around yard 
and within workshop during restoration.

Contact Bob Shackley.
e-mail kyzyl@bigpond.com   Mb 0419 438 774

_________________________________________________________fOR

This was sent to Lance our spares officer and he has passed it on.
Hi I have a 1969 DS. Save for the aluminium panels (bonnet, etc) much of the 
body work is pretty rusted. It has been sitting in my drive for the last 15 years. 
Mechanically it is complete and was only taken off the road when a larger ve-

hicle was required. Is it of any interest to you or your members?
I am open to offers.

John King  02 47841804   West of Sydney.

For sale

While some of you may while away your time on Facebook, Twitter etc  I have a weakness for 
Online Auction Catalogues. Using Mr Google, Citroën and Auction Catalogues threw up the 
French Provincial  Auction House of Jack-Philippe Ruellan at Vannes in Brittany. One or two Pa-
risian Sophisticates look down their oh so French noses at the Bretons as bicycle riding peas-
ants (le hillbillies). In fact Brittany is the cycling epicentre of France producing more than it’s 
fair share of Tour de France contenders, its legacy is producing the stereotypical Anglo Saxon 
image of a Frenchman, ie a Beret wearing man reeking of onion and garlic, riding a bicycle fes-
tooned with strings of onion and garlic personified by the “Johnnys”. Never heard of the John-
nys, then simply Google Johnny Onion or Onion Johnnys, spelling of Johnny is not important.

Back to Johnny-Phillippe Ruellan, on the 28 March at the auction of a French amasser (hoarder)  
he offered lot 108  a Citroën DS voiture á pedals showing no signs of suspension maladies , but it 
was afflicted by the dreaded Citroén rust (you are seeing the good side of the 3 images). The pre 
auction estimate was 80€ to 100€, the sale price was 682€ (approx $1003) plus a 25% premium. 
So “Only In France” would find one of these and “Only In France” would someone pay that much. 

ONLY IN FRANCE

Citroen GS/GSA  bonnet, a rust free one is  sought by Leigh Miles to replace 
a very rusty one.
Contact Leigh at

business.direct@bigpond.com or 03 9888 7506

Craig Little is looking for some wheels for his Citroen B2
Craigs details are in the wanted section of the classifieds on the website.
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