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around Australia by Neville West-
wood in 1925. Photo courtesy of 
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Hi Members.

An item ommited from the last newsletter, was the acknowl-
edgement of the donation of $231.10 by attending members 
to the talk about the Royal Flying Doctor Service, held at the 
general meeting on Wednesday 27th November. This member 
donation was matched by the Club and rounded up to $500. 
Thanks to all who donated.

We have had a couple of members take their eye off the ball 
and let their Club Permits lapse past the 3 month period of 
grace, and so have had to start from scratch again. This di-
lemma may even apply to other states with concessional rego 
or permits for their classic vehicles, you might not get to use 
your classic in the next 12 months but it is a lot less stressful 
to pay the modest amount, and just continue on when ser-
vice resumes.

Printers have cut staff to the bone as work dries up, and are 
only doing essential work, so this issue is the first to be sent 
out digitally, this process may evolve as time goes on and dif-
ferent tecniques are trialled .

With ongoing serious health issues (yet to be resolved)  I have 
found a replacement Editor, who is yet to be endorsed by the 
Committee at the virtual AGM. I would like to thank all those 
who have contributed to the magazine and all members who 
have put up with my eccentric style. A change of editor and  
a change in the method of transmission  may well produce a 
different end product (newsletter).

Finally, without event advertisements or tales recounting 
past events and with one or two members being stuck at 
home, this a good time to put finger to keyboard and "tell all" 
about  any Citroën related happenings, no matter how slim 
the Citroën connection.

Russell Wade.

PS.January nationwide new car sales figures paint a grim pic-
ture for the Citroën Fraternity:- Renault 400 cars, Peugeot 137 
cars and Citroën 13 cars. Bentley sold 15 cars.

54

PREZ SEZED SED

PREZ SEZ

Citroën has a long history of importing cars into Australia. 
The first models arrived in 1919/20 and as we know Citroën 
was also the first car to circum-navigate Australia when the 
famous 1923 “Bubsie” completed the task in 1925. The 5CV 
became a popular model for Citroën in Australia and was 
targeting female drivers around the world. In this edition of 
front drive Russell will expand your knowledge of this won-
derful classic Citroën.

I have been working on three Citroën projects at once. This 
is unfortunate, and should not be tried at home, but neces-
sary as I try and clean up my collection of Citroëns in 2020. I 
always work better with targets and timelines and I am de-
termined to clean up my current crop of good intentions.

Even though Citroën has been importing cars for around 100 
years the brand is currently going through hard times in Aus-
tralia. Existing Citroën owners like us are enjoying keeping 
the old cars on the road but modern Citroëns are only being 
sold in unsustainable minute numbers. As we know Citroën 
is currently amalgamating with other brands and at the 
same time rationalising its own models. Let us all hope that 
they continue to support the Australian market for 
Citroën in these difficult times.

So just drive your classic Citroën as often as you can whilst 
you still can.

Ted Cross
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                                               APRIL

MAY

ACTIVITIES

6 7

So what on earth is this photo doing here? Helen Cross insisted that I (Russell the Editor), 
always taking the photos but never appearing in the them, should be photographed. I 
insisted that Helen, the person behind the scenes, looking after the details, such as food 
and drinks at Club meetings, should also appear in the photo.

JUNE

POSTPONED fOr 3 MONTHS

    furTHEr INfO TO fOLLOW
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An interesting line up of Citroëns (from 
the CCCV), included a pair of Safari's.

The other images, right, show the diver-
sity. The large line up of Classic Motor-
cycles top, followed by the well made 
50s Benz 220 ute and the 2 French beau-

ties (Alpines).

Middle, care needed to keep these 2 
old Volvos apart in case the multiply.
Then the big boys, with the increas-
ing nunber of SUV's on the road, it 
was inevitable that their older rela-
tives would invade the Classic car 
field, the Range Rover appears to be 
an interloper on normal registration 
plates. 

The light trucks (that can be 
driven on a normal car licence) 
just like pop had, are becoming 
popular.

The early Saab (possibly a two 
stroke) is becoming a rarity, as 
they they were quite rare when 
new.
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A good display of classic Morgans but no clas-
sic 3 wheelers, the red car (left) is a Triking (a 
Morgan lookalike), with a Moto Guzzi engine. 
The lower green car is a current production 3 
wheeler (reintroduced in 2011), note full reg-
istration plate.

MG had a huge collection including many 
pre-war models and even some current Chi-
nese  MZ versions. Below, the classic looking 
Elite appears to be a made up car with no 
club or normal rego visible.

The two lower images, with the bright colours 
on the Daimler, looking out of place, and the 
right image, how to ruin a Mk 6 Bentley. If 
you own the car the choice is yours.
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Fellow members Dorothea Carter and Paul Osborn, purchased their petrol powered Peu-
geot Partner (Citroën Berlingo twin) in the UK. The ex UK Water Board van was document-
ed as a white van (it had been painted in Water Board fleet colours), this caused a number 
of issues at check points in their travels, ie car not matching documents. Traveling from the 
UK through Europe they covered 36207 Km, the only official camping ground they used is 
this one below, by the Neva river in St Petersburg. 

Church of our Saviour on Spilt Blood

                     Beware trucks

                   Lunch at Mt Terrick
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Rear view

Upper left, the Aurora ship, which is said to 

have started the 1917 Communist revolution, 

to its right the Hermitage Museum with 2 of 

its rooms  shown. Below those are 2 views in 

the St Petersburg underground railway station.

The lower image is of Paul and Dorothea in a 

market and seeing that white thing on the left, 

to paraphrase Crocodile Dundee, "now thats a 

sausage".

Upper left, old rockers, or a Russian version of 

the Rolling Stones. 

Upper right, the Naval Museum in Murmansk, 

while on the right, Dorothea tries a submariner's 

quarters in a sub. at the Museum.

Below, modern bridge and freeway over the 

Kola river in Vladivostok, which is a naval city.



   Front Drive.  Australia's National Magazine For Citroën Owners And Enthusiasts    Front Drive.  Australia's National Magazine For Citroën Owners And Enthusiasts16 17

Above, Dorothea sipping from a unusual 3 

legged cup, and right, an interesting Yakutian 

style meal, young horse (7 months old) with 

peppers and local fish (chir). On driving past 

a UAZ dealership and stopping, Paul was able 

to see these mythical vehicles in the flesh. He 

secured an advertising booklet and was able 

to arrange a visit to their museum. These 

rugged 4 wheel drive vans can go almost 

anywhere, and if you thought the 2CV was the 

last car to have a crankhandle, the UAZ like its 

fellow Russian vehicle, the Lada Niva (above 

right) can still be hand cranked .

Upper left, an authentic Yakutian meal of white 

salmon in pastry and reindeer fillet served on 

carrot with blueberry sauce. There is a Perma-

Frost site in a nearby mountain, here you 

see Dorothea, suitably rugged up sitting on 

an ice throne. It became more rustic as they 

headed north with cows on the road. The 

ferry lower left is on Olkhorn Island (with no 

roads), which is in Lake Baikal, the largest 

fresh water lake in the world (by volume), 

1642 meters deep, and claimed to hold 23% 

of the worlds fresh water. Below, Paul is 

shivering out of the lake after attempting a 

swim.
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  Above, Dorethea doing a spot of waitressing, 

Below, Paul (in coat) gives Ian some finer details.

An excellent turn out of members,  boost-
ed by a number of interested CCCV mem-
bers, with Paul and Dorothea, sharing the 
highlights of their 3 month Russian self 
organised tour.

Again, Helen Cross came up with goods, 
sourcing small thimble glasses, for a nip 
rather than a shot of vodka, to enhance 
the theme of the evening.

We must all thank Dorothea and Paul 
for an enjoyable evening, for what in 
retro-spect has turned out to be the 
last Club meeting/event for some time.

Below, girls just want to have fun, and 
right, the boys don't want to miss a round.
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THE CITROËN 5CV
In the days before the term "reality check" 
came into vogue, this early advertisement  
for the 5CV (left) seems to be equating the 
virtues of the petite 5CV, with the much 
modified by Kegresse-Hinstin, Citroën B2 
auto chenilles (right), perhaps to try and suck 
in conservative, and not particularly car 
savvy English punters. You will note that one 
of it's features is having a differential, this 
was to distinguish it from the many crude 
cyclecars available (without a differential) at 
the time,. These were only a fraction 
smaller than a 5CV, while  they dominated 
the 2 seater market. 
Following the release of the 5CV at the October 1921 Paris Motor Show, the French adver-
tisement, (below) also makes a great virtue of the car as a two seater. This was an era 
when a pattern of car ownership had yet to evolve. Since most people had never owned a 
car they had no idea what they wanted or what style or layout suited their needs. 

20 21
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.................................

Production and sales only really got under-
way in 1922, the initial cars denoted as the 
model C. This was shortly after the larger 
car, the B2 had entered production. The B2 
had of course  continued on from the first 
Citroën, the type A. Later in 1922, with a 
few minor changes the model designation 
became C2, this is also known as the short 
chassis, the chassis finishing on the vertical 
dotted line, see upper left. 

In late 1923 the wheelbase was extended 
by 100 mm, but importantly the chassis 
was extended, almost level with the rear 
edge of the rear wheels, see middle left. 
The reason for this extended chassis was to 
allow vans such as that on the left, as well 
as 3 seaters as on the next page, to be built. 
The top one with the sliding seat was not 
popular, and was soon superseded by 
the model below it with cut away front 
seats and a centre rear seat. This is known 
as the Trefle or Cloverleaf.

A performance chart is shown below and to 
the right is a specification sheet.

2322



The 5CV was initially marketed as a ladies car because of its small size 
(easy to park) and light weight (easy to steer). For some French ladies 
who thought 60Kmh (top speed) was too slow, there were a number of 
ways to go faster including this OHV conversion. Another expensive 
accessory was a speedo, so she could boast about her speed.

Pictured upper right is an Opel Laubfrosch, a copy of the 5CV (snitched 
or licensed is unknown). Most were painted green. Compared with the 
common "pale grapefruit yellow" of the 5CV, most modern 
restorations are too bright.

To the right is a diminutive 5CV mixing it with the Renault Taxis in 
Paris.

Roughly 83,000 5CVs were built but as they only cost 60% of the full 
sized B2/B10 production stopped to build more of the more profit-able 
full size cars.
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FIRST CAR DRIVEN AROUND AUSTRALIA

The following story comes via David Gries, and was published in part in an earlier edition of 
Front Drive. It is an extract from the book “Five Roads to Danger” by T R Nicholson, published 
in 1960. (Right)

Like much of history, it is based on first or second hand accounts of 
the events, as told by the participants, often years later, some accounts 
refer to Neville Westwood as Noel Westwood while The National 
Muse-um of Australia in Canberra, who retain all Neville Westwood's 
original documentation spell his first name “Neville” in two different 
ways in the same website article. 

So the map shown is only approximate as there were no defined roads 
in many places and the participants were not surveyors. There were 
probably few “way points” for surveyors to refer to anyway.

The other anomaly is a stories about the first "motorist" to drive around 
Australia, is the fact that another Perth man, Mr A Grady has claimed to have ridden a mo-
torcycle around Australia starting in October 1924, so for Citroënists here is the 
Westwood version.

The image, top right shows Neville ready to go, note the rear mudguards intact and the skinny 
tyres, later images show fatter tyres on the road wheels (not the spares) and this gives cre-
dence to another authors version of the expedition, that once the journey became national 
news, Neville received an offer of 4 heavily discounted tyres plus a free tyre pressure gauge.
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hen Neville R Westwood and Greg L Davies drove out of Perth on 4th August 1925, they 
ad no idea that they were going to motor ten thousand miles in an enormous circle. 
estwood who was only twenty two years old, was a Seventh Day Adventist evangelist: his 

ompanion was a student of the same persuasion, and their object was to undertake mission 
ork in the remote bush of the north-west corner of Australia. None less like a “works-

ponsored profes-sional record breaker” could be imagined. Their car was a tiny 1923, 7 hp 
itroën two seater boat tailed, Torpedo (convertible), probably an early French bodied car, as 
ost of the 2000 or so sold locally had Australian made bodies. They nicknamed  the 

ar“Bubsie”, it had already run up forty thousand miles, (which in 2 years seems 
uestionable, Ed). 

he route took the little car inland to Meekatharra and thence to Nullaginne, Marble Bar and 
ondon on the coast. At Pardoo Station, the missionaries entered upon the howling desola-
ion of Madman’s Track, where in the gold rush days of 1887-1888, prospectors walking 
rom the Kimberleys to Roebourne Station had died or gone out of their minds from heat 
troke and exhaustion. The three hundred and twenty miles of the track between Pardoo 
tation and Broome had certainly not been improved since those days. The West 
ustralian desert ran down to the sea at Ninety Mile Beach, where the two motorists were 
ble to cool off. While on Madman’s Track, the Citroën’s petrol tank sprang a leak in a very 

naccessible place. Westwood connected up the intact reserve supply to the carburetor 
ith a length of rubber tube, but the petrol perished it. Desperate measures were called 

or, so for a good many miles he drove with one finger stopping up the hole in the tank, 
teering with the other hand and depending on his companion for directions, for he was 
acing backwards or sideways and could not see where he was going.

he way to Derby lay straight across a hundred miles of bush infested with huge anthills 
nd dunes, heavy sandy tracks and river crossings. 

29
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At Fitzroy River Crossing on 3rd Septenber, the 
Citroën was hauled over the river by a gang of 
aborigines on the end of a tow rope attached to 
the front axle. Westwood and Davies were in no 
hurry, and frequently left the recognized tracks 
to bounce their way across the deep creeks 
and rocky ravines to isolated stations. There 
they invariably met with the warmest hospital-
ity. At Hall’s Creek they stayed for no less than 
a fortnight. Hall’s Creek was the last township 
they would see until they reached Camooweal, the best part of a thousand miles, and even 
homesteads would be few and far between. Then they pushed on for the Northern Territory 
border, crossing it on 22nd September. The country became steadily rougher and the heat was 
increasing to tropical intensity.

The bush tracks in this region, always overrun by tall grass, often fade away entirely. At the 
best of times they were beset by fallen trees, stumps, anthills and limestone outcrops, all 
concealed in the grass until a car was on top of them, in spite of the efforts of the lookout. The 
brush might be so thick that a path had to be cut through it, or the car used as a battering ram 
against smaller trees. Elsewhere, the passenger would continually have to climb out and push 
fallen trees and slabs of rock out of the way. There were numerous creek beds and gullies 
blocking the path, where the banks had often to be broken down with picks and shovels and 
cleared of scrub, then the block and tackle was used to drag the car out. In these conditions 
an average speed of less than walking pace was to be expected, for if one hit a rocky 
outcrop at any greater speed, a tyre could be torn clean off the wheel. 

Sometimes an obstacle could not be broken down or flattened, and had to be circumvented. 
In doing so it was all too easy to lose all sense of direction and become “bushed”-lost- and 
then the odds began to mount still higher against the motorist. His water or petrol might run 
out with the additional mileage, or through the roughness of the going: and then, unless he 
was very lucky indeed, he was finished. In 1923 a  motor party had almost perished in this 
way from thirst and starvation.

Before reaching Wave Hill Station there was also a sheer cliff of loose rock to be climbed; 
the “jump-up” which marks the beginning of the Barkly Tablelands. After the “jump-up”, the 
going became a little better, though still at first through thick bush, until this abruptly ended 
and the traveler emerged on to rolling open plains.

The Citroën’s inner tubes were soon full of holes, so it ran for a hundred miles without them. 
The covers were filled with grass, and when this disintegrated to powder, Westwood packed 
them with gum leaves. These cushioned the long suffering car as far as Wave Hill Station, 
reached on 23rd September. Obviously something more effective would have to be impro-
vised, if only for the sake of the springs. So when the travelers heard that a bullock had just 
been killed, they acquired its hide and packed the covers with that. After thirty or forty miles, 
these “solids” (tyres) began to come off, and it was found that the hide had become well and 
truly “cooked” by the friction.

At Victoria River Downs, a property of thirteen thousand square miles, and said to be the 
larg-est in the world, some repair materials were discovered, none too soon. 

Across the Katherine River, the Citroën reached the railhead of the Darwin line at Emungalan 
on 8th October. The rains had begun, and the car was halted for ten days to give the track 
a chance to dry out. Westwood traveled by train to Darwin to try to find some new inner 
tubes. When he returned to Emungalan he was armed with a selection of tubes from Harley-
Davidson, Triumph and Indian  motorcycles, all of them second hand, but at least they fitted. 
On the 18th the young missionaries were off again, and between Emungalan and Marranboy 
met a pros-pector who was suffering from ptomaine poisoning. Alone in his cart, he had 
already traveled four hundred miles in search of a doctor. He only had another hundred miles 
to go, so firmly refused the offer of a lift in the car. The “wild” aborigines  in the vicinity of 
BoolaBoola mission were said to be fierce and treacherous, but Westwood found they 
responded to kindness, and would not attack white men unless maltreated or interfered with. 
At one point the Citroën had difficulty in finding and following the track, but its crew knew 
that they were not lost when they came across a burnt out car which had been abandoned by 
Francis Birtles during one of his long drives. They struck the Overland Telegraph line which 
linked Darwin to Adelaide, and headed for Daly Waters, then two hundred and ten miles to 
Newcastle Waters Station. For a stretch of a hundred and eighty miles there was no sign of 
human habitation until Anthony’s Lagoon Station was reached. On some stages of this 
journey through the wilderness, enough petrol for seven hundred miles had to be carried.

The Barkly Tableland was unfolding before the Citroën in an endless vista of long golden almost 
treeless plains, high, dry and undulating. It was cut up into properties which might be the size 
of Belgium, each inhabited by a maximum of a dozen white people. Men traveled two 
hundred miles to buy tobacco, and seven hundred miles to the annual race meeting at the 
Rankine store. In the dry, the black soil offered the perfect surface for a car, but a shower 
would turn it into an evil morass in a few minutes; a gumbo into which man, beast and 
machine sank and wallowed. If cattle were driven along a track while it was still soft, the sun, 
on coming out, would bake the churned-up soil into iron-hard ridges and potholes which 
shook to pieces any car which tried to bounce over them at more than a couple of miles an 
hour. Punctuating the grassy plains were small patches of so-called “desert-soft", sandy soil 
growing spinifex and other species of starved shrub, and studded with anthills. The tracks 
across the tableland were confusing and liable to disappear altogether, which in a largely 
waterless country without landmarks was dangerous for the motorist.

Brunette Downs and Alexandria Station went 
by, and near Lake Nash the car crossed into 
Queensland through the rabbit-proof fence, six 
hundred miles long, which separated the state 
from the Northern Territory. It was 29th October. 
From here to Brisbane there was a good fair-
weather road, with the emphasis on “fair-weath-
er”. In fact the five hundred and thirty miles from 
Lake Nash to Winton only took twenty seven 
hours. Five or six miles of very boggy going was 
encountered at first, in which a number of stranded cars were passed, but the Citroën was ex-
tremely light and had good ground clearance, so experienced no trouble.

31
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After Camooweal the Tableland ended and the 
country became thicker and more difficult. This 
bushland was intersected by innumerable sandy 
creek beds and gullies where “corduroy” cross-
ings of timber might have to be cut and laid 
down. Some creek crossings were of fine shingle, 
into which a car would sink more easily than 
into sand, which offered more resistance. 

It was seventeen hundred miles from the North-
ern Territory to Brisbane, and the little Citroën 
accomplished the journey in the remarkable time 
of seven days. November 6th found Westwood in Brisbane, and from there he descended the 
East coast by easy stages. He reached Sydney on the 17th, passed through Melbourne and was 
in Adelaide by 14th December. By this time he was alone, Davies having left the expedition at 
Albury in New South Wales. 

Leaving Adelaide on the 16th, Westwood came to Port Augusta the following day, and then 
pointed his car west across the desert bordering the Great Australian Bight. The Yardea Sands 
provided some very heavy going, and so Westwood warned against any attempt to cross them 
alone in the summer months. Between Eucla and Balladonia, a distance of three hundred and 
thirty miles, he met no resident white people at all, but did come across a party of two woman 
and a man whose car car had broken down. Unable to repair it, they were almost at their last 
gasp. They had no tools and no vestige of mechanical knowledge, but Westwood, scarcely bet-
ter off himself in these respects, was able to provide them with some water and probably saved 
their lives.

He spent Christmas with his brother at Widgiemootha, and later covered the four hundred 
miles from Coolgardie to the outskirts of Perth in twenty three hours. There (in Perth) on 30th 
December, he was met by a large and admiring escort of motorists, and his car was subsequent-
ly displayed in the window of the local Citroën distributors. In all, he had covered ten thousand 
seven hundred miles in 148 days of unhurried travel. His worst day’s run had been twelve miles 
in fifteen or sixteen hours, when he was constructing his own road for most of the time. The 
Citroën had averaged a creditable 43.7 miles per gallon in very adverse circumstances.

Some time after the event Neville sold the car, but later realized its historical significance and 
bought it back.

Neville died in 1969 and the car which had not been stored in ideal conditions was looking a 
little sad. Neville's son Ron had the car treated to a 1974 style restoration (simply doing it up 
was often referred to as a restoration 45 years ago). Ron had hoped to join Jim Reddiex in his 
50th anniversary re-run of Neville Westwood's expedition. Details of this re-run follow. 
Unfortunately the car was not ready in time, but Jim and his crew called in to see the car 
while they were in Perth. Greg Davies, an old man by this time also called in to see the car. He 
pointed out some features and holes in the body and dashboard where Neville had made 
modifications for the original trip.

In 1986 the car was put on display at a Public Car Show at Lilac Hill near Perth, it created much 
interest and finally received the recognition it deserved as part of Australia's history, Ron then 
had the car re-restored for what he intended to be a 75th anniversary re-run in 2000. Unfor-
tunately Ron's health issues prevented this happening  and although he had had numerous 
offers to buy the car, he decided to sell it and all the associated memorabilla, photos, lantern 
slides, magic lantern and the many letters Neville 
had written back to his mother as the trip pro-
gressed, to The National Museum of Australia in 
Canberra. The museum undertook a conserva-
tion project on the car to stop further deterio-
ation from rusting, see (photo on the right) cour-
tesy the NMA. The Museum also acknowledges 
that the car is a 1975 iteration of the original. 
Some original parts were lost in the 1975 resto-
ration, ie the cylinder block as well as the original 
beaded edge wheels and tyres and possibly the 
front and rear axles, as the later wheels have a 
different stud spacing.

Russell Wade Editor. 
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On the left the Citroën 5CV, the first car driven around Australia poses with the first 
Holden built in Australia, at Oran Park, in a photo (courtesy of the NMA), the owners of 
both cars. Below that is the plaque, used when the Citroën is on display in the Museum.

Below is a Citroën advertisement extolling the virtues of the brand, published after the 
event.
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THE RE-RUNS
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No. 1. 1975

Jim Reddiex, a Brisbane Citroën Dealer (Maxim 
Motors) and part time rally driver (seen in this 
image on the right rallying a Citroën GS, then still 
a current model), decided to do a re-run of Nev-
ille Westwoods expedition in 1975, to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the original 
run. He either had or sourced a Citroën 5CV, 
which he named "Bubsie Too", Jim was well 
prepared, having rallied in the outback. 

His backup vehicle in 1975 was, no, not the Toyo-
ta Land Cruiser you would use today, it was a car 
Jim knew well, a Citroën GS, perhaps the rally car shown in the above image, but more amaz-
ingly the GS was towing a caravan. Jim had a crew of 5 others to help him, they all took turns at 
driving the 5CV, not sure how they all went on the adventure (6 in a caravan?) or whether there 
was another suport vehicle. I understand the "Aventure" as it was called took 21 days, and was 
completed without major dramas. Oh how the roads have improved.

As you can see by the flyer on the following pages, produced for the event, Jim also had a num-
ber of sponsers.

No. 2. 2002

Tom and Lois Newsome had a business selling and maintaining pipe organs in Perth 
(Castlewood Organs), and decided on a leisurely re-run in Lois's 5CV, (which was named 
"Matilda") in 2002. Following Neville Westwood's wheel tracks, meeting Citroën clubs and 
enthusiasts as they went. All went well until leaving Sydney on the Hume highway, when 
disaster struck. Their slow moving (60 Kph top speed) Citroën was tail ended (hit from behind). 
Both were badly but not critically injured as the flimsy wood framed bodywork collapsed. As 
you can see in the images below it appears to be a short chassis C2, or early version. 

Miraculously the Citroën Fraternity led by the 
Citroën Car Club of NSW, with a generous out-
pouring of know-how, labour and replacement 
parts were able to repair the car, allowing Tom 
and Lois to continue the final leg of their trip 
when they had finally recovered. 

Pictured right are Lois and Tom, having recovered, 
the rebuilt 5CV in the background. 

The two lower images show them continuing 
their journey back to Perth
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THE NOVEL 5CV's

41

A small vintage car (a Citroën 5CV) in a Rural Classic Car Museum in the UK, inspired 
writer Victoria Hickle to create the story of a cute little car called Brum, who adores 
children and who children find irresistible in the story. Victoria Hickle is better known for 
a series of children's books on the animated "Tonka" toys theme. In the right image, Brum 
brings the children back to his former home/museum. Far right, Belgium author, Georges 
Remi aka Hergé, was not immune to the charms of the 5CV, featuring one in his Tin Tin 
series. Lower right, novel from a weird point of view, rather than a literary point of view is 
this half size 5CV. 
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EDITOR'S ERRORS SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 5CV's
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It happens to all of us, you buy a wrist watch or a 
handbag and years later you realise "it seemed a good 
idea at the time". So almost 40 year ago I bought a 
Citroën 5CV from Geoff Johnston of South Australia, 
who traded in vintage lights, horns and instruments. 
It had been owned by Winston Francis a well known 
S.A. Citroën enthusiast. Geoff brought it over on his 
tandem trailer when he came to Victoria for a Swap 
Meet here. It was, and still is, in exploded form (a mil-
lion bits) the sheer impracticality (top speed 60Kmh) 
as well as family and health issues has meant all I 
have done is search for the invariable missing parts 
of any basket case. 35 years ago I sought new 
tyres, and ended up with 5-2 ply beaded edge 
tyres that were allegedly Rickshaw tyres from the 
"Far East" as it was then known. I also acquired 

some wheels that had motorcycle rims welded to 
them (lower right) The lower left image is of a 
5CV taken in Mildura in 1928, it looks identical 
in body profile and colour to my car, 97 year old 
and never restored. What is its future? I had 
thought of restoring it for the probable 100th 
anniversary of Westwood's run in 2025 (there is 
some interest about this re-run from overseas). 
My adult children are not interested and I will be 
in my 82nd year then. I had hoped to find 
someone who wanted this car more than I did, 
but this virus crisis precludes me doing anything 
about it in the short term.                               
Russell.

The image on the right, Shows Mr.F.M. 
(Fred) Maughan in his French "Clover Leaf" 
Citroën 5CV, winner of the light car class in 
the Twenty-four Hour Reliability Trial, run in 
July 1925 by the Motor Cycle Club of South 
Australia. F.M.Maughan was a partner in 
the Citroën dealers Maughan Thiem Mo-
tor Company, shown below. The company 
formed in 1912 still exists, with multiple 
branches in and around Adelaide,  selling 
mainly Korean and Japanese brands but 
alas, not Citroën.

In the lower shot, again in S.A, the challenge 
is to pick out the diminutive 5CV's
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YOU CAN'T HOLD A GOOD MAN BACK
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              SOME CITROËN GOSSIP
In December 2019 a 50/50 merger  took place between Peugeot/Citroën  known 
as "Groupe PSA" and Fiat Chrysler Automobiles "FCA". This new 
FCA/PSA Group will be the fourth largest automotive manufacture by 
annual unit production, the three groups ahead of them are:- 1 Volkswagen 
Group  2 Toyota

3 Renault-Nissan 
    alliance

The rationale behind the merger is to export PSA's 
European electrification skills and experience to North  
America and Italy.
Obviously this has resulted in game of musical chairs 
as two boards amalgamate, with new positions being 
created. Without detailing all positions, I will 
mention the new role of someone we are vaguely 
familiar with, Linda Jackson (right), former CEO 
of Citroën. She will now lead a study to clarify and 
support brand differentiation within a brand portfolio. 
This role  will cover: 
1. Brand clarification and coherence of brand messages across the Group.
2. Brand differentation within a brand portfolio.

The next bit of gossip is the sale, or end of lease 
of the iconic Citroën showroom (right) known as 
C42 at 42 Champs Elysées. 

The final and most exciting bit of gossip is the 
changing of the Logo on the left, to that on 
the right. The blue and red vertical bars on the 

right of the chevrons denote the 
new electrification of the Citroën 
brand/range.

Citroens in Australia
from 1920 to 2020 and beyond
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Citroens in Australia
from 1920 to 2020 and beyond

Our friend and fellow member 
Geoffrey Webber, author of "Citroën DS 
The classic car in Australia" feels so pleased 
with his first effort (there are still some 
copies left)  that he has accepted the 
challenge of a follow up book on an even 
wider ranging Citroën subject. See below. 
Geoff will be seeking a wider range of sources 
of material for this book, and he might even 
consider some of the "First Car Around 
Australia" stuff from this newsletter.
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LHS2 Alternatives

A short time ago, I sent out an email through our Web Wallah, Bruce Stringer 
regarding the supply of Castrol RR363 hydraulic fluid, one respondent of that 
email was Jeffrey Madsen from Cairns, Queensland who is the owner of a 
1962 ID19, Jeffrey told me he has been running his car on a mixture of Cas-
trol Dot 3 brake fluid and Castor oil at a ratio of 80/20% for over 18 months 
with no ill effects.  

I had a holiday conveniently booked for Cairns so took the opportunity to 
meet with Jeffrey,  have a look at his car and discuss the matter further. Jef-
frey told me that he had purchased the brake fluid through the local Auto Pro 
store who did some research into the matter on his behalf  and advised him 
to use the Castrol product as it would best suit the Castor oil blend. 

His car started up from cold, hydraulics reacted quickly and worked perfectly, 
I had a close look at the hydraulic hoses, etc and found no ill effects.

The initial reason for my email was the fact that Castrol has ceased produc-
ing RR363 and stocks of LHS2 were non existent, Bentley had purchased the 
rights to produce RR363 but had yet to release any supply date. I found an 
article in an English motoring magazine that confirmed the supply of RR363 
through Flying Spares, who are Rolls Royce and Bentley parts stockists at a 
price of £18.00 per litre or around $36.00 AUD. 

In their article they supplied some notes saying:

You cannot simply add castor oil to a standard Dot 3 brake fluid – Castor oil waxes up at low 
temperatures and will separate from Dot 3 in the reservoir.

You can use Dot 3 brake fluid in an emergency to top up your reservoir, it will not do any 
damage, but recommend a full flush and replenish with RR363 as soon as possible.

RR363 can be used in place of Castrol LHS2 in the hydraulic systems of pre 1966 Citroen 
models fitted with a black reservoir.

Dot 3 brake fluids are mixtures of glycols and glycol ethers. Dot 4 contains borate esters in 
addition to what is contained in Dot 3. Dot 5 is silicone based.

I then spoke to Peter Raffles from Pleiades, who is my guru on hydraulic mat-
ters, he assured me that the Dot 3 brake fluid and Castor oil mix has been 
used in the U.K. for many years and that he has never encountered the wax-
ing or separation problems raised in the Flying Spares article but did advise 
to use it with a 90/10% mix.

I do hope this does assist owners of early LHS2 Citroens as I did have an 
unpleasant experience using a brake fluid/castor oil mix some years ago. I 
can only say that a Dot 4 brake fluid was used, of an over the counter brand 
at the time with adverse results, maybe the borates contained in the fluid 
played a part, I am not a chemist! The noticeable difference between Dot 3 
and Dot 4 fluids is their boiling points. In summing up it would appear safe 
to use Castrol Dot 3 brake fluid as a base mixed with Castor oil on a 90/10% 
basis as recommended by Peter Raffles.

Further reading on this subject is on the Flying Spares website which is www. 
flyingspares.com scroll down the page to find RR363 in the sub headings and 
click on that.

Rob Little

http://www.flyingspares.com
http://www.flyingspares.com
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123ignition Australia
Classic looks with modern performance and reliability.
Suites most classic/historic cars
16 selectable advance curves
Easy timing with built-in LED
Smooth engine torque curve
Stronger spark at all speeds
Lower fuel consumption
Variable dwell-angle
Simple installation
Maintenance-free
Less emissions
Better starting

Ted Cross (Vic.) 0400 592 208 or ted@123ignition.com.au
www.123ignition.com.au

**Australia’s 
only authorised
import agent.

Also available:
NEW 123 / TUNE
Computerised tuning for 
even greater control.
Also: Bluetooth control
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