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Annual Membership is $45. For 
overseas membership add $12.

SUPPORTSUPPORTCOMMITTEECOMMITTEE

PRESIDENT —  Vacant
SECRETARY —  Edward Cross
  [03] 9819 2208 [H]
  secretary@citroenclassic.org.au
TREASURER —  Clare Hadaway
  [03] 9598 6888 [H]
  treasurer@citroenclassic.org.au
ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR —  
  Mark McKibbin
  [03] 5625 4020
  activities@citroenclassic.org.au
MEETING COORDINATOR —  
  Bernie Hadaway
  [03] 9598 6888
  meeting@citroenclassic.org.au
SPARE PARTS OFFICER —  Rob Little
  [03] 5823 1397 [H] 
  spareparts@citroenclassic.org.au
PUBLICATION EDITOR —  Leigh Miles
  [03] 9888 7506 [H] 
  editor@citroenclassic.org.au
COMMITTEE PERSON — 
   Michael Molesworth
  spectron@dcsi.net.au

WEB WALLAH —  Jeff  Pamplin
  [03] 9523 0210 [H]
  webwallah@citroenclassic.org.au
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY — 
  Mark McKibbin
  [03] 5625 4020 [H]
  members@citroenclassic.org.au
AOMC LIAISON OFFICERS —  
Ted Cross [03] 9819 2208 [H]
Russell Wade [03] 9570 3486 [H]
CLUB PERMIT & SAFETY OFFICERS —  
Russell Wade [03] 9570 3486 [H]
Peter Boyle [03] 9470 8080 [H]
Mel Carey [03] 9419 4537 [H&B]
LIBRARIAN —  David Gries
  librarian@citroenclassic.org.au
CLUB SHOP —  Graham Barton
[03] 5987 0767 [H] 04 1810 0992 [M]
  clubshop@citroenclassic.org.au
ICCCR REPRESENTATIVE —  
Ted Cross [03] 9819 2208 [H]
STATE ACTIVITY CO-ORDINATORS —  
ACT Mike Neil
[02] 6254 1040 [H] 04 1821 1278 [M]
NSW Bert Houtepen
  [02] 9746 9920
PUBLIC OFFICER —  Peter Boyle
  [03] 9470 8080
  ruffb@tadaust.org.au

F O R  S PA R E  PA RT S  & 
TOOLS
Contact Rob Little. Phone: 
[03] 5823 1397 spareparts@ 
citroenclassic.org.au [Please do 
it at a reasonable hour.]

CLUB SHOP
For Citroën models, memorabilia 
and other items contact Graham 
Barton on [03] 5987 0767 
or clubshop@citroenclassic.
org.au

OTHER CLUBS?
VIC: www.citcarclubvic.org.au
NSW:  
www.citroencarclub.org.au/
W A :  w w w . c i t r o e n .
a c e o n l i n e . c o m . a u
QLD: www.citroenclub.org
www.doublechevrons.aunz.com

DEADLINEDEADLINE

CONTRIBUTORSCONTRIBUTORS

MEETINGSMEETINGS

COVER IMAGECOVER IMAGE

POSTAL ADDRESSPOSTAL ADDRESS

LIFE MEMBERSLIFE MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP
CITROËN CLASSIC OWNERS 
CLUB of  AUSTRALIA Inc.
The address  of  the Club and 
this magazine is: 
PO Box 52, Balwyn, Victoria, 3103.
The Club’s website is: 
www.citroenclassic.org.au
Citroën Classic Owners Club of  
Australia Inc. is a member of  the 
Association of  Motoring Clubs. 
The views expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of  CCOCA 
or its Committee. Neither CCOCA, 
nor its Committee can accept any 
responsibility for any mechanical 
advice printed in, or adopted from this 
publication. 
T he  C lub  cannot  a cce p t  any 
responsibility for, or involvement in, 
any business relationship that may occur 
between an advertiser and a member of  
the Club.

Club meetings are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of  every month [except 
December] at 8pm. The venue is the 
Canterbury Sports Ground Pavilion, 
cnr Chatham and Guildford Rds, 
Canterbury, Victoria. Melway Ref  46, 
F10.

The committee awards life membership 
to Club members in recognition of  
their contribution to, and support of, 
the Club. Life members are: 
Peter Boyle  2003
Jack Weaver  1991
Nance Clark  1984

CH PLATES
Send your annual CH renewal 
form to PO Box 52, Balwyn, 
3103. Please do the right thing 
and enclose a stamped, addressed 
envelope.

ABOUT TO ARRANGE A CLASSIC/HISTORIC PERMIT 
FOR YOUR CITROËN?
CH permit applications must be accompanied by a RWC. The 
onus is on owners to demonstrate that their cars are safe. Feel free 
to consult our Permit Officers for advice regarding getting your car 
on the road, and keeping it going.

Contributors to this edition of  
‘Front Drive’ include: 
Ted Cross, Rob Little, Mark McKibbin, 
Michae l  Moleswor th and Jef f  
Pamplin.

The deadline for the next edition of  
‘Front Drive’ is Friday, August 31

The cover image is taken from the 
Traction Avant Nederland calendar and 
depicts Hirson, Aisne, France and was 
taken in 1946.

CITROËNINGCITROËNING
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Well we are finally getting 
rain in Victoria [and 
elsewhere around the 

country], but the opportunities to 
use our Citroëns are still available to 
club members through our activities. 
The annual Bastille 
Day celebrations will 
have been and gone 
by the time you get this issue. 
Of course, the arrival of  the rain has 
shown that my Traction still leaks: 
so more jobs to do.
Last month we joined some other 
clubs at Lance Dixon Citroën and 
I had a sit in the new C4 Picasso 
– quite a machine! No doubt it will 
be very popular with young families 
as a creditable option to the bigger, 
more ungainly people movers. It is 
great to see more Citroëns on the 
road than ever before and even peo-
ple passing positive feedback.
CitIn’08 is all go! Planning is com-
plete and in this edition of  ‘Front 
Drive’ you will find all the details 
you will need, including the book-
ing form. The planning committee 
[Helen Cross, Andrea Fisher, David 
Gries, Leigh Miles, Ian Sperling 
and me] have put together what 
we believe is an event that will only 
be great fun, but also great value 
for money for all participants. We 
have been given permission to use 
Deniliquin’s town ‘tag’ – ‘Do It In 
Deni’. And we will! Bookings open 
on August 1 [the day this magazine 
lands in your hands] and based on 
the experience of  CCCV this year 
we know that demand to participate 
in the National Rally is increasing. 
So, we recommend you get your 
booking into us ASAP. Remember 
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also, to book your accommoda-
tion. While there is no shortage 
of  accommodation in Deni, it is a 
popular Easter destination.
There are no plans for us to run 

OzTraction in 2008 – so Easter is 
your only opportunity to meet your 
fellow Citroënists from around the 
nation – making your presence even 
more important.
I do not need to tell you but I will 
anyway, it is absolutely vital that 
we get a substantial number of  
CCOCA members attending this 
event. Our CCOCA reputation 
will be at risk without a good turn 
out of  our own members. So please 
make a big effort to come along even 
if  you do not regularly attend the 
annual Easter CitIn.
I have recently attended club meet-
ings at Peugeot and Jaguar and 
both clubs run excellent monthly 
meetings in pleasant surroundings. I 
have been trying to locate fresh club 
rooms for CCOCA but so far with-
out success. We want to keep the 
fourth Wednesday of  each month 
and so some suitable venues have 
had to be overlooked because those 
dates are already taken. So if  any 
club member has an inspired sugges-
tion please call me to discuss.
I am looking forward to catching 
up with as many members as I can 
at future events and look forward to 
seeing you there too.
Ted Cross  �

With the weather turning 
cold, and some well-
needed rain falling, it 

looks like the time of  year to settle 
back with a good magazine. And 

just in time, 
here is the lat-
est edition of  

‘Front Drive’.
A vintage edition of  ‘Front Drive’, 
actually. Reading the Contents list 
you could be forgiven for thinking 
that this issue features Clare and 
Bernie Hadaway’s new C4 [see the 
last edition]. But, no. It features the 
original C4 [or to give it its correct 
name AC 4 – as in André Citroën, 
how vain can a man be?]. These 
articles have been translated from 
French and originally appeared in 
‘Retroviseur’.
‘A Costly Mistake’ details some of  
the issues that surround making 
the switch from petrol to diesel. A 
filling error, it seems can be a very 
expensive mistake.
Jeff  Pamplin shares with us one of  
serendipitous moments that occur 
when you travel in rural France and 
Michael Molesworth and Mark 
McKibbin tell us of  their recent 
Fleet Follies.
‘It’s the Law’ explains the back-
ground to my [and Jeff  Pamplin’s] 
insistence that cars listed with us 
for sale must include both a price 
and a registration,, VIN or other 
identifier. Neither of  us want to face 
prosecution, so these rules will be 

applied with real vigour in future.
Rob Little has loads of  ‘Spare 
News’, and of  course there’s those 
‘Petit Announce’.
Last, but most importantly, full 
details of  CitIn’08 in Deniliquin are 
released with this edition. Booking 
forms, web address, contact details 
for questions… CitIn’08 is ALL 
GO! Book early for both discounted 
prices and to ensure your place. As 
with CitIn ‘07, there are limits to the 
numbers we can accommodate.
Enjoy, 
Leigh F Miles – Editor �
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• OCTOBER
MONTHLY MEETINGMONTHLY MEETING
WHEN: Wednesday, October 24
TIME: 8:00pm
WHERE: Canterbury Sports 
 Ground Pavilion, cnr Chatham 
 & Guildford Rds., Canterbury
COST: Free
BOOKING: Not required
CONTACT: Bernie Hadaway, 
 meeting@citroenclassic.org.au

CITY TO CAPE RALLYCITY TO CAPE RALLY

WHEN: Sunday, October 28
TIME: 9:30am
FROM: Birrurung Marr 
 [near Federation Square]
TO: RACV Cape Schanck Resort
COST: $50per vehicle 
 Spectators: $10pp

Please note: if no bookings have been received for an 

Event, by the booking deadline the Event will be 

automatically cancelled.

WHAT: BBQ lunch
BOOKING: Essential by August 31
PAYMENT: With booking
CONTACT: www.aomc.asn.au
An invitation to all owners and 
enthusiasts of  collector pre-1958 
vehicles to participate in the inaugural 
City to RACV Cape Schanck Resort 
family day vehicle run. The Run 
commences in Melbourne City from 
Birrurung Marr [near Federation 
Square] and follows a gentle route to 
the RACV Resort complex at Cape 
Schanck. A morning tea stop will be 
at the Frankston Campus of  Monash 
University. The event will be limited 
to 400 vehicles and applications will 
close 31 August 07. 
Your entrance fee of  $50 per vehicle 
includes a commemorative show 
badge and a barbecue lunch for two 
people, with additional people costing 
just $20pp. Spectator admission: $10 
[Children under 14 are free]. 
For updates, maps and the download 
a booking form go to www.aomc.
asn.au

A-TRACTIONSA-TRACTIONS

• AUGUST
PRE-RAID SURVEYPRE-RAID SURVEY
WHEN: August 1 to November 10
FROM: Melbourne
TO: Cape Leveque [and back]
COST: Looks pricey
BRING: Everything you need for 
 over 3months on the road
BOOKING: Essential by July 6
PAYMENT: With booking
CONTACT: Leigh Miles
 [03] 9888 7506
 editor@citroenclassic.org.au
MORE INFO: www.raidaustralia.com
In preparation for Raid 2008 the 
next stage planning is getting under 
way. Jeff  Pamplin, representing 
CCOCA, will be heading out to meet 
up with the rest of  the survey crew 
in Kalgoorlie and depart there on 
10 August. Travel through Victoria, 
South and Western Australia and 
Northern Territory [possibly]. 
Final destination is expected to be 
Cape Leveque north of  Broome or 
somewhere thereabouts. The survey 
will try to cover the route in the 
same time as the Raid will take 
– some four weeks. 
Then rest, recover, repairs and start 
the long, slow trek home – either via 

Kimberleys, Darwin, Alice Springs etc 
or maybe Perth, Albany, Kalgoorlie 
etc. Much will depend on the state 
of  the car and its occupants.

MONTHLY MEETINGMONTHLY MEETING
WHEN: Wednesday, August 22
TIME: 8:00pm
WHERE: Canterbury Sports 
 Ground Pavilion, cnr Chatham 
 & Guildford Rds., Canterbury
COST: Free
BOOKING: Not required
CONTACT: Bernie Hadaway, 
 meeting@citroenclassic.org.au

• SEPTEMBER
MONTHLY MEETINGMONTHLY MEETING
WHEN: Wednesday, September 26
TIME: 8:00pm
WHERE: Canterbury Sports 
 Ground Pavilion, cnr Chatham 
 & Guildford Rds., Canterbury
COST: Free
BOOKING: Not required
CONTACT: Bernie Hadaway, 
 meeting@citroenclassic.org.au
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CCOCA INVITES INVITES 

YOU TO CITIN‘08

DEDENILIQUINNILIQUIN

MARCH 21 – 24, MARCH 21 – 24, ‘08‘08

The Citroën Classic Owners’ Club 
of  Australia is proud to be hosting 
CitIn’08 in Deniliquin.
We believe that the location for 
CitIn is vital, and Deniliquin has 
everything you need for an enjoy-
able break in the company of  fellow 
Citroën enthusiasts. In addition to 
good food and the opportunity to 
show-off  and admire our cars, there 
is a wide variety of  attractions for 
even the least Citroën-minded of  
us!
Deniliquin is situated at the edge of  
the Riverine plain, which stretches 
northward into the driest Continent 

on earth – welcome to the edge of  
the outback! It is also on the fringe 
of  the world’s largest redgum forest; 
bird and wildlife abound, and the 
well-developed network of  forest 
trails offer you the chance to free 
your adventurous spirit. Located be-
side the Edward River, and with the 
warm March weather, the attractive 
sandy beaches will be popular with 
young and not-so-young.
We have kept access in mind; ‘Deni’ 
has the advantage of  being located 
centrally to most large population 
centres; it also offers a variety of  
accommodation options, many of  
which are being held over for you.

The town itself  is a delight to 
walk through; enjoy the beautifully 
restored old buildings, the formal 
Waring Gardens and the bushland 
Island Sanctuary, as well as the craft 
shops, cafes and the annual Easter 
Saturday Farmers’ Market and 
Art Show, all within easy walking 
distance. Attractions further afield 
include the famous Conargo Pub, 
the vintage cars and number-plate 
display at the Clancys of  Conargo 
winery, the Steam & Pumping 
Museum, and the Country Patch 
Cottage Garden highlighting the 
achievement of  an attractive garden 
in an extremely low-water environ-
ment. There is so much to do and 
see, we are sure you will find plenty 
to enjoy during this stay, and when 
you come back again!
CCOCA every year hosts a national 
Citroën rally over the Queen’s Birth-
day weekend in June, so we bring to 
CitIn an extensive history of  hosting 
events such as this. We are confident 
that we are offering excellent value 
for money; see below for a full list 
of  all the inclusions!
Register soon, to make sure you 
don’t miss out, as places are limited 

- and to get the lowest price! We 
look forward to seeing you all there 
in March!

REGISTRATION AND FEES
Registrations for CitIn‘08 open on 
Monday July 16 and must close 
on Thursday, January 31 2008. 
In common with previous years a 
sliding scale of  registration charges 
has been adopted. Remember too, 
spaces are limited: we cannot accept 
more than 180participants.
Applications received prior to 30 
November 2007: $165pp
1st December 2006 - 31 December 
2007, inclusive: $175pp
1st January 2008 - 31 January 2008 
[Deadline]: $185pp
Bookings close on January 31 
2008.
Children: Enquiry about the prices 
for children of  various ages.
Either complete the registration 
form included with this edition of  
‘Front Drive’, or download a copy 
from the CCOCA website [www.
citroenclassic.org.au] mail it to us 
along with your preferred payment 
details. Payment will be accepted 



10 A U S T R A L I A ’ S  �  N A T I O N A L  �  M A G A Z I N E  �  F O R 11�  C I T R O Ë N  �  O W N E R S  �  A N D  �  E N T H U S I A S T S

CCOCA INVITES INVITES 

YOU TO CITIN‘08

DEDENILIQUINNILIQUIN

MARCH 21 – 24, MARCH 21 – 24, ‘08‘08

by Visa or Mastercard, cheque or 
money order. 
Return your completed booking 
form to:
CitIn‘08 Deniliquin, 16 Harrow St., 
Blackburn South, Vic., 3130.
DO NOT POST IT TO THE 
REGULAR CCOCA POSTAL 
ADDRESS, OR YOUR BOOK-
ING MAY BE DELAYED!

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
Your registration covers the follow-
ing: 
•  Friday Registrations & Club 

Shops will take place from 3pm at 
The Crossing Café, in the centre 
of  town.

•  Be sure to collect your CitIn‘08 

Rally pack, which contains per-
manent mementoes of  this Event. 
Every registered child will receive 
their own special bag, as well.

•  Friday night: A light dinner, 
including warming soup and a 
range of  tasty meals, coffee and 
tea at the Crossing Café – a fully 
licensed venue, with refreshments 
to your account.

•  Saturday morning sees our ‘Show 
& Shine’ on Civic Place, one of  the 
major streets of  Deniliquin.

•  A Country BBQ will follow. A 
range of  sizzling sausages, burgers, 
chops, salads will be served. Top 
this off  with dessert and coffee 
and tea to ensure you are ready to 
face the afternoon.

•  A range of  touring and sight-see-
ing options will be available on 
Saturday afternoon – including 
the ever-popular Observation 
Run.

•  On Saturday night, we will be 
hosted at the Deniliquin Golf  
Club for a sumptuous Chinese 
Banquet, served with Chinese 
Tea. [Other refreshments, to your 
account]. Coffee and tea will be 
served after dinner.

•  Entertainment during the evening 
will include a Trivia Quiz [where 
you can compete for both Team 
and individual prizes] and other 
entertainments.

•  Sunday morning sees an Easter 
Egg hunt, for the younger par-
ticipants, but otherwise this is 
deliberately free – to enable those 
of  you who wish to engage in 
worship to do so without miss-
ing any of  the weekend’s Citroën 
activities.

•  The gala three-course prize-giving 
dinner, with coffee and tea, will 
be held at the Deniliquin RSL. 
[Refreshments to your account]. 
Dress to Impress and put on 

your dancing shoes – live music 
is the go!

•  Monday morning we are back 
at the Crossing Café for a fully 
cooked breakfast, with all the 
trimmings!

WEB UPDATES
Be sure to regularly check the dedi-
cated CitIn‘08 website [follow the 
link from www.citroenclassic.org.
au] for the latest news on what’s 
happening over the course of  the 
event.

ACCOMMODATION
Like any attractive location at East-
er, accommodation books out early. 
We have arranged with a number of  
conveniently located motels to hold 
rooms for CitIn participants. When 
you book your accommodation, be 
sure to advise that you are a CitIn 
participant.
Camping sites are also available 
though these with the exception of  
unpowered sites book out early. 
Don’t forget that arranging accom-
modation is YOUR responsibility. 
•  Deni Country Club Motor Inn, 

68-72 Crispe St., [03] 5881 5299. 
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Holding rooms until end Jan., ‘08.
•  Deni Motel [Budget], 286 Wick 

St., [03] 5881 1820. Will hold 
rooms until end Dec., ‘07.

•  Riviana Motel, Cnr Crispe & 
Hetherington Sts., [03] 5881 
2033. Will hold rooms until end 
Jan., ‘08.

•  Coach House Hotel Motel, 99 
End St., 0409 800 848 or [03] 
5881 1011. Will hold rooms until 
end Jan., ‘08

The following caravan parks may 
have some limited availability of  
cabins and on-site vans.

•  McLean Beach Caravan 
Park, 1 Butler St. [03] 
5 8 8 1 2448

•  Pioneer Tourist Park, Hay Rd 
[Cobb Highway]. [03] 5881 
5066 or Freecall 1800 350 303

•  Deniliquin Riverside Caravan 
Park, 20-24 Davidson St. [03] 
5881 1284

GETTING THERE 
Deniliquin is central to most capital 
cities
From Melbourne:  280km, 3hours
From Sydney:  740km, 8hours
From Brisbane:  1,450km, 16hours
From Canberra:  540km, 6hrs
From Adelaide:  700km, 8hours
CITROËN CLASSIC OWNERS CLUB 

OF AUSTRALIA INC.

The 
Club’s 

website is:
www.

citroenclassic.org.au

CCOCA INVITES INVITES 

YOU TO CITIN‘08

DEDENILIQUINNILIQUIN

MARCH 21 – 24, MARCH 21 – 24, ‘08‘08

Once upon a time, there was 
a Citroën C4… Following 
on from the great success 

of  the tall, narrow B14, the C4 re-
mains in many Frenchmen’s memo-
ries as unstoppable, 
it was economical to 
run and pretty much 
a blatant copy of  the 
American Chrysler. Its reputation is 
undeniable, and it is undeniable that 
we often turn to the Citroën to take 
a pleasure drive. 
With its two large eyes shining in 
the twilight, its doors open to reveal 
a foldout occasional seat, inviting 
us to take our place. The 1929 AC 
4 awaited us, always ready for an 
outing. 
In the 1920s the fashion amongst 
motoring industrialists was to use 
alphanumeric designations for their 

creations. Renault’s KZ 3, the 
Peugeot 177, Delahaye 107 M and 
Mathis GM are all witness to this. 
At the Paris Salon of  1928 Citroën 
launched the AC 4. For a long time 

cars have been referred to as femi-
nine. And while it might seem suit-
able to name one’s car by using the 
initials of  the maker, especially when 
that man is already on the front page 
of  all the popular newspapers, it can 
also be really irritating. So, for the 
man in the street, it quickly became 
‘C4’, and it is under this term that its 
successive versions were launched.
There is a little of  the C4 in all of  us 
much like granny’s legendary ability 
to make jam, or the framed military 
decorations in the parlour, or an old 
school book, or a stone house with a 
bench out the front., the C4 is more 
or less a distant notion, depending 
of  the age of  the person who recalls 
her, but remains a part of  French 
cultural inheritance. Take the wheel 
of  one of  these popular cars and in 
less than ten minutes, you will hear 
something like ‘Look, a C4, the same 
as the one that uncle Paul had…’ 
The car we selected to showcase 
and present in detail, left the Quai 
de Javel in June 1929. It’s a six-door 
vehicle – its body being the most 
popular after the ‘torpedo’ fell from 
favour. It’s a luxurious ‘Familiale’, 
a six-seater family car whose body 

The steering 
wheel is very 
close to the 
body and is of  
a very large di-
ameter. It car-
ries the con-
trols for the 
lights and the 
horn.

THERE WAS A C4THERE WAS A C4
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was lengthened by 12cm to allow 
the fitting of  two forward-facing 
occasional seats. The car is owned by 
Michel Ascione, the Citroën dealer 
in Chatou; it was ordered new by his 

grandfather, and has since remained 
in the hands of  his family. 

S P A C I O U S  F O R  S I X … 
WITHOUT THE LUGGAGE!
Although built on a long wheelbase, 
the C4 doesn’t resemble a railway 
carriage: it is 4.22m long and 1.74m 
high, giving a relatively squat silhou-
ette – but it doesn’t lack elegance 
aided by the balance of  the front 
and rear windows and doors which 
are almost equivalent in size. On the 
four door, the harmony is broken, 
as the shorter wheelbase results in 
shorter rear doors. The high radia-
tor cap, surmounting the massive 
chrome grill gives the impression 
that you’ll find a large 2litre mo-
tor underneath it; the contour of  
the wings and the body show an 
American influence, [is the body 
not assembled according to Budd 
patents, using expensive machines 
imported from the other side of  the 
Atlantic?] even if  the stock market 
crash of  1929 had tarnished the El 
Dorado dream!
From the front, the charm is not 
as apparent: the large hubcaps do 
nothing to mask the gaping hole, 
and its narrow [1.32m] opening 

can’t be compared other luxury 
cars of  that era. This defect was 
corrected by increasing its width 
by 8cm.
But the black test car, at the time of  

its delivery, was 
embellished by 
twin bumper- 
bars, a radiator 

mascot and a ‘Coquille’ trunk [great 
care has been taken in fitting the 
indicators, as well: they are attached 
to removable bases from which the 
wires can be easily removed, so the 
car can easily be returned to its 
original configuration.] The pres-
ence of  the trunk is comical, for 
two reasons: firstly, it is unable to 
hold the effects of  six passengers; 
secondly, is that the grandfather of  
M Ascione was a luggage maker. 
His factory employed 40 workmen, 
making and selling trunk accessories 

The ‘Familiale’ 
is distinguished 
from the tra-
ditional sedan 
by two interior 
folding seats 
facing in the 
direction of  
travel. On the 
doors, appreci-
ate the cabinet 
work: C4 and 
C6 are the last 
Ci t roëns  to 
benefit from 
such luxury. 

for cars. Before the launch of  each 
new model, André Citroën provided 
M Ascione with dimensional draw-
ings of  the car’s rear panel and lug-
gage stand. The irony is that when it 
came time to install the metal trunk 
he had no faith in it: ‘What could 
one do with a trunk that one could 
not even bring to one’s room’. In 
fact the designs of  M Coquille won 
over, in spite of  its poor capacity; 
two higher clasps unbolt the lid of  
the tool plate holder, and two lower 
clasps release the panel which carries 
the spare wheel, by which two flat 
bags can be inserted.

ME N: 6,  HO R S E S :  30 
The introductions having been 
made, it is high time to get in and 
see how this vast limousine handles. 
As with all cars whose doors open 
right to the windscreen, i.e. almost 
every pre-war car, it’s not easy to 
slip your legs in front of  the seat. 
In addition the width in the front 
is limited, while the controls are 
spread out. The base of  the seat 
is very high; a position inherited 

directly from the seats of  coachmen. 
One seems to be in close proximity 
to the windscreen… In the back, 
the space is worthy of  a palatial 
living room. Access is facilitated by 
the reverse-opening doors, and the 
recessed rear-seats form an alcove at 
the rear of  the car. The area is graced 
with blinds and curtains to ensure 
privacy. The space between the front 
seats and rear bench is large enough 
to unroll a Persian carpet, if  the 
folding seats were not there.
The instrumentation is clustered 
under an illuminated oval pane: 
fuel level [with chain], speedometer, 
voltmeter, odometer and an oil 
gauge to show any sign of  a drop in 
oil pressure. Four bakelite buttons 
frame it: the ignition switch, choke, 
the fresh air distributor and the 
starter; lighting and the two-tone 
horn are actuated from the hub of  
the steering wheel. And under the 
instrument panel is a fuel tap.
There is as much difference in the 
driving experience of  the C4 as there 
were versions of it: the AC4 of 1929 

Who would 
bel ieve that 
this slim sedan 
is only 4.22m 
long? Its cruis-
ing speed bor-
ders on 75-
80kph, but it 
fears the hills, 
having only a 
30 horsepower 
engine to carry 
its gross weight 
of  1,245 kg! 

THERE WAS A C4THERE WAS A C4
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Why buy your Internet from someone 
who drives a Mercedes Benz?

» great service
» great prices

Connect to the Internet with a wholly
Australian owned and operated
Internet Service Provider – with an
owner who’s just as nuts about cars 
as you!

DCSI provide local call dial-up Internet
and fast ADSL broadband across
Australia.

$9.90
per month

Voyager Dial-Up
  includes:
  no download limits
   no excess charges

$24.95
per month

256/64 Lite ADSL
  includes:
  500MB downloads
  no excess charges

$32.95
per month

256/64 C10 ADSL
  includes:
  10GB downloads
  no excess charges

$39.95
per month

256/128 Lite ADSL
  includes:
  10GB downloads
  no excess charges

$49.95
per month

Discovery Dial-Up
  includes:
  1000MB downloads
   5cents per MB excess

$19.95
per month

www.dcsi.net.au
1300 665 575

64 Queen Street, Warragul, Victoria 3820
dcsiTM

ADSL Line Activation Fee is $125. Broadband ADSL Modem/Router $60. Must remain connected for a period of 6 months, early termi-
nation incurs $66. Dial-up plans capped at $29.95 per month.

Pioneer Dial-Up
  includes:
  200MB downloads
  10cents per MB excess

We do Internet

is barely more than a B14 – a little 
packed, and C4 G MFP is already al-
most a Rosalie… The visibility from 
within the sedan is good, thanks 
to the thin pillars, and the mascot 

For a car that’s 
mass produced 
t h e  a t m o s -
phere inside 
is refined, and 
the  pas sen-
gers can enjoy 
space, storage, 
a ceiling light, 
blinds and cur-
tains.

constitutes a convenient reference 
point when driving. A shiver of  the 
ammeter needle announces that the 
contact has been engaged, the starter 
sends its pinion against the teeth of  
the crown wheel with the same crash 
and the same care as a ten-pin bowler 
launching his ball at the skittles! The 
engine coughs and takes life again. 
The gear change H-pattern is curi-
ously reversed, with the first at the 
bottom right, second at the top left 
with a movement of  about half  a 
metre. First gear is only used to get 
the car moving, second is engaged 
with the aid of  a double de-clutch 

and will take you to 20kph, 40 is the 
absolute maximum. Once the direct 
drive top gear is engaged, the car is 
far less recalcitrant with its spiral 
sized pinions, one does not release 

it, except when 
a b s o l u t e l y 
necessary: pro-
longed coast 

[alas, there is gap between the second 
and the third gear] or, unfortunately, 
all the urban obstacles, fire trucks, 
police cars and other modern inven-
tions… the manoeuvre then always 
requires double de-clutching, and a 
sensitive right foot to compensate 
for the need to pump the brakes.
All the exoticism which one seeks in 
a popular pre-war vehicle, one finds 
in a first generation C4: the bear-
ings sing, speed cracks, the brakes 
grate… everyone but the driver, 
who clutches the steering wheel, has 
the impression of  being suspended 

THERE WAS A C4THERE WAS A C4
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like Harold Lloyd on the hands of  
a giant clock. Parking or making a 
U-turn, in particular, requires con-
siderable muscular effort. On the 
road, the car cruises comfortably; 

quickly and easily reaches 70kph. 
It can be taken on to a top speed 
of  90, if  it is well driven. Attention 
must be paid to convex roads, where 
it can be diverted by either the left 
or right slope of  the surface.

IT STEERS LIKE A TRUCK, BUT 
THE BRAKES ARE EFFECTIVE.
Inside, the noise level is bearable, 
and the ride is comfortable despite 
its average shock-absorption. In 
the absence of  a water temperature 
gauge the only information to be 
feared is the appearance of  black 

sectors on the oil gauge, signifying a 
drop in oil pressure. The directional 
stability is, apart from the situa-
tion described previously, without 
reproach, and despite its significant 

height the car 
doesn’t sway 
or lose balance 
while taking 

corners. Nevertheless a prudent 
speed must always be adopted, 
because if  the situation becomes 
critical, there would be no time ‘to 
down-shift a gear’.
Fortunately braking is one of  the 
most pleasant parts of  the C4, 
rather soft to the touch but power-
ful, with the clear feeling of  assist-
ance, the two rear wheels slow down 
albeit with some time lag. To stop 
a C4 from 80kph is thus not an 
insurmountable problem; still it’s 
necessary to sufficiently anticipate 
the need to brake in order to prevent 

A good view of  
the ‘Coquille’ 
trunk made of  
sheet metal.

any inopportune imbalance [a wheel 
which locks and skids], due to an 
abrupt hydrometrical change or a 
bad planetary alignment... Nothing 
else is required to have the brake 
cable lengthened.
In conclusion, the C4 does not have 
anything in common with a sparkling 
cycle-car, and no more than a prestig-
ious classic with powerful breath. But 
it is one of  best in its category of  the 
10CV family of 1928-32. Homoge-
neous, enduring and economical, it 
is moreover nicely shaped.
Our most sincere thanks to Jean-
François Soyer, of  the CETAC, 
Michel Ascione for his time, and 
for lending his car and… and to 
have lent himself  to the scene . To, 
Isabelle and Mathieu, and to Mr. 
Fatien, manager of  ‘the Founiaise 
House, on the island of  Chatou, 
for his welcome.

TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS
ENGINE: Four cylinders in line in 
front longitudinal position, rolled: 
1,628 cm³ 72 X 100 mm bore and 
stroke. Cast iron block and cylinder 
head, light alloy pistons. Side valves, 
camshaft pulled by helicoid gears 
and Celerons pinions. Crankshaft 
on three controlled bronze bearings. 
Force feed lubrication; capacity: 5li-
tre. Cooling by radiator, pump and 
thermostat; capacity: 9litre. Carbu-
rettor vertical Solex 30 MOV, fuel 
tank of  38litre. 6 volts, 75Ah, bat-
tery, coil and lighter. Compression 
ratio: 5, 5:1. Power: 30horsepower 

at 3,000rpm. Engine rating: 9CV. 
Maximum speed: 90kph. Con-
sumption: 10litre per 100km. 
TRANSMISSION: Dry single-plate 
clutch, gear box has three unsyn-
chronized ratios and reverse gear 
[taken direct only with helicoids 
gears]. Driveshaft has two Cardan 
joints and sliding sleeve; banjo style 
pant back rigid, out of  cast iron; 
conical couple in spiral size. 
CHASSIS – SUSPENSION: C Chassis 
is made up of  two U-shaped sec-
tions joined together by tubular or 
pressed cross-pieces. Body: all steel. 
Rigid front axle, four semi-elliptic 
springs and lever-action friction 
shock absorbers. Steering: screw 
and sector. Mechanical brakes: 
controlled by cables and assisted by 
Westinghouse servo. Drums on the 
four wheels. Hand brake operating 
on the rear wheels. Full disc wheels 
13 X 145. 
DIMENSIONS – WEIGHT: [Familiale]: 
Length: 4.22m; width: 1.58m; 
height: 1.74m; ground clearance: 
19cm; wheelbase: 2.97m; ways 
before-aft: 1.32m Weight in func-
tioning order: 1,245 kg.

The four cylin-
ders side valve 
engine is made 
from tradition-
al cast iron, but 
is built with 
quality materi-
als. The gravity 
fed fuel tank, 
is fitted with 
a tap that is 
activated from 
within the in-
terior of  the 
cabin. 
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The C4 with the passing of  
the years… 
In 1928, André Citroën 

became - by far - the largest French 
manufacturer of  cars: in nine 

years his factories produced nearly 
300,000 cars. The total number 
of  private cars in France was only 
800,000! After two years he had 
abandoned the tiny 5CV, in favour 
of  a new car that was available in 
a wide range of  body types. But, 
from now on, André was deter-
mined to move his range further 
up-market.
There was double surprise from 
Citroën at the 1928 Paris Salon. 
The marque’s first production mod-
el to be equipped with a six-cylinder 

motor, of  2.4litres, the C6, was pre-
sented. The design is basically that 
of  an American car, with French 
styling. The second was the unveil-
ing of  the C4, the future replace-

ment for the 
B14G. While 
it bore a strong 
resemblance to 

its predecessor, the body style was 
lower and more modern.
The B14 was only two season old 
and had been a great success, but 
the new ‘10hosepower’ [well 9CV 
actually, for tax purposes] offered 
improved mechanics and styling 
that was far more modern. The 
modern look was created by a lower 
belt-line with an angled roof  and a 
higher bonnet. The higher bonnet 
gave the impression it concealed 
an engine of  much larger capac-
ity then its 1,628cc. Like the C6, 
the look was very American; with 
particular reference to Chrysler. Of  
course, André Citroën was a great 
admirer of  Henry Ford [who he 
met in Detroit in 1931 – although 
what the anti-Semite Ford thought 
of  ‘le petit Jeuf ’ is not recorded] 
and Citroën adopted many of  the 
advanced techniques that had been 
developed on that side of  the At-
lantic. He turned to Budd for the 
stamping of  his ‘tout acier’] bod-
ies, Gleason for gears, Delco for 
lighting, Ingersoll for the boring of  
cylinder blocks, Westinghouse for 
brakes. As for ‘Floating Power’, this 
was French invention by Lemaire 

and Aubarêde, and Citroën had to 
purchase an expensive license from 
Chrysler a few years later.
The reputation of  the marque, the 
publicity surrounding the mechani-
cal and chemical laboratories, the 
‘tests’ undertaken at the proving 
ground at Montlhéry, the generous 
dimensions of  the body and its 
robustness were all put to the test 
during the coming decades.

A CERTAIN REFINEMENT
In line with practice of  the marque, 
the C4 was offered in a wide range 
of  body styles. A four-light ber-
lene with a boot, a six-light sedan, 
without a boot, the familiere, with 
folding seats on a chassis length-
ened 12cm, faux cabriolet in both 
two and four-seat form, two and 
four-seat cabriolet, luxury torpedo 

and commercial torpedo. This last, 
the least expensive in the range, was 
very popular with rural customers. 
For the 1929 season, it continued 
to use the old B14 body – recog-
nisable by the rounded shape of  
the doors at the bottom. During 
the year a revised body was added, 
which included a rear window, and 
a family torpedo on a lengthened 
chassis and various executions for 
use as taxis.
Basic equipment includes a clock, 
an odometer, an ‘oleometer’, which 
shows black if  the oil pressure is 
insufficient. The interior is com-
plete with wood cabinetwork on the 
doors, curtains over the windows. 
Interestingly, bumper bars are not 
included as standard. 
The wings, wheels and storm flaps 

C4: PASSING YEARSC4: PASSING YEARS
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[don’t ask, I’ve on idea. Ed] were 
regarded as part of  the chassis, and 
were always black. But the body was 
available in sombre shades of  black, 
grey, brown or blue, with contrasting 

filets or two-tone combinations. For 
example, the glasshouse could be 
dark brown, with the sides and 
bonnet in light beige, 
or the reverse. 
Although, in 
tha t  ca se 
the light 
c o l o u r 
d o e s 
extend 
o v e r 
t h e 
bonnet. 
Cabrio-
lets and 
f a u x -
cabriolets 
were  often 
painted in light 
colours, with con-
trasting filets and decorative 
mouldings on the doors, whereas 
the sedans were more likely to 
more sober in green or brown. A 
certain degree of  personalisation 
was also possible. For customers 
more accustomed to other marques, 
the C4 was available in right hand 
drive and with the accelerator as the 
central pedal.

Citroën made great use of  his 
structured network of  dealers and 
adopted a number of  new tech-
niques. Processions of  cars were 
driven on furrowed roads, dealers 

systematically 
prospected for 
new clients, full 
page advertise-

ments were regularly inserted in the 
principal newspapers and there was 

wide distribution of  Citroën 
toys. This marketing 

strategy ensured 
Citroën en-

joyed a wide 
client base 
–  f rom 
t h e 
small-
e s t 
shop-
keeper 
to the 
elegant 

c i t y -
dweller.

Nothing i s 
simple…

Various mechanical im-
provements to the engine, transmis-
sion and brakes were made for the 
1930 model year. Internally named 
the C4 III, the car was always re-
ferred to in publicity as the C4, 
although on the registration papers 
it was actually the AC4. It is also 
common to refer to the model as 
the C4 NT [Nouveau Tableau]: 
the original instruments on a white 

C4: PASSING YEARSC4: PASSING YEARS
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background, directly inherited from 
the B14, having been replaced by 
larger, elongated instruments. Some 
external detail changes were also 
introduced, such as the sun visor 

and from now on, the hubcaps were 
decorated with the characteristic 
chevrons.
But the principal innovation for the 
1929 Salon was the launch of  a 
commercial sedan, on a lengthened 
chassis, with a tail gate, removable 
rear seat covered in moleskin. It 
was supplied with removable metal 
panels, enabling it to be turned into 
a light van.
The following autumn, a new steer-
ing box, silentbloc engine mounts 
and a shortened hood justify the 
new model designation – AC4 F. 
At the start of  1931 the variety of  
chassis and bodies was enormous. 
In the spare parts catalogue, on 
less than 66 alternatives are listed. 
This seriously compli-
cated the job 
of  those on 

the production line… and of  the 
restorer of  today.
First, on the normal chassis [which 
had just been shortened] appears the 
‘routiere’ or roadster [both manes 

being used by 
Citroën], then 
a new chassis 
[1.42m] avail-

able as a truck, sedan or familiale, 
plus a half-compartment landaulet 
and a taxi with a convertible rear 
roof  section. Launched at the time 
of  the Colonial Exposition of  
1931, this taxi became very popular 
with Parisians – they were delivered 
directly to the company’s subsidi-
ary, the Société des taxis Citroën, 
painted brown with an orange band, 
the coupe-landaulet body and dou-
ble-blade bumpers.

ALL BECOMES COMPLICATED
At the Salon of  October 1931 the 
C4 G was launched. This was a true 
10CV car and was an improvement 
on the C4 F. A new dashboard and 
chrome or nickelled items such as 
the head light bar and brackets and 

hubcaps. The 
G r a n d 
L u x e 
i n h e r -

ited the equipment that had been 
launched on the CGL6 the previous 
year. Chrome bumpers with bevelled 
blades and over riders, movable flaps 
for thermostatic control, bonnet 
with four shutters, the rear wing 

envelope the wheels, Triplex glass 
and even more luxurious trimmings 
make this a car worthy of  a grand 
marque. But it is quite expensive for 
the average, middle-class Citroën 
buyer. This undoubtedly explains 
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the low sales of  the C4 G Grand 
Luxe, despite it being available in 
all body styles, except the com-
mercials.
In a move in the completely oppo-

site direction, and at the pressing 
request of  his principal dealers, 
André Citroën prepared 
in 48hours, in No-
vember 1931, 
a stripped-
out model 
w h i c h 
sold for 
1 5 % 
l e s s 
t h a n 
t h e 
n o r -
m a l 
sedan. 
N a m e d 
the C4 IX, 
the engine 
benefited from 
the same improve-
ments as the 10CV, but the 
capacity is the same as the outgoing 
9CV. It lacks the chrome and boot 
of  the regular model and is avail-
able only as a sedan, touring sedan 
[an innovation] and a covered van. 
Within weeks, it is decided that only 
one style of  rear door would be used 
[in the interests of  production ef-
ficiency] and the sedan and touring 
sedans were transferred to the longer 

chassis. The touring sedan has a 
large boot and a wide rear quarter 
panel. The sedan is distinguished 
by a third side window of  reduced 
side and by its boot. Both are of  

course avail-
able in normal 
trim or Grand 
Luxe. But, wait, 

there’s more. In April 1932 the C4 
MFP was launched. This saw the in-

troduction of  ‘Floating Power’ 
across the range. Des-

ignated by a swan 
on water, with 

its wing out-
s t r e t ch e d 
and the slo-
gan ‘rides 
as softly 
and qui-
etly as a 
g l i d ing 

swan on 
t h e  wa -

t e r ’ .  T he 
C4 G MFP 

saw the pass-
ing of  the double 

blade bumpers, form 
all models except the Grand 

Luxe.
In the autumn of  1932 the entire 
C4 and C6 ranges disappear form 
the catalogue. The Salon of  this 
year presented the new 8, 10 and 
15 – soon to be known as the ‘Ro-
salie’, but some C4’s will linger for 
sale into 1933 and some will even 
be sold with the new grille design 
featuring the marque’s chevrons.

FOR ALL USES
At the end of  1932, aside from the 
new models, one could examine fin 
de série C4s in Citroën’s showroom 
on Place de l’Europe. This build-
ing was purchased by Citroën from 
the state railways in the summer 
of  1931. It was refitted and trans-
formed into the showroom, to be 
opened at midnight on September 
30, 1931. It offered 15,000m2 
of  space, over several floors; the 
equivalent of  the Salon at the Grand 
Palais, but for the use of  just one 
marque. It accommodated private 
cars, vans, trucks and specialised 
vehicles: ambulances, fire engines, 
tankers…
Town and regional councils and 
artisans formed the prime targets 
for Citroën’s marketing of  the util-
ity derivatives built on its chassis. 
During 1929 the manufacturer 
presented two ‘industrial’ models. 
The C4 I, series 500 and the C4 I 
series 1000. The former is available 
on the short chassis, either without 
a body or fitted out as a covered 
van, either in steel of  with curtain 
sides. On both models, the lower 
side panels were metal. The 

1,000kg version was built on the 
longer chassis which was reinforced 
and fitted with a four-speed gear-
box. Before long twin rear wheels 
were made available and wide range 
of  bodies could be fitted. The fac-
tory bodies were generally delivered 
painted in green or red over black. 
These were considered economic to 
build, easy to maintain and repair.
In 1932 the vans adopted the 
specifications of  the C4 G, with 
the 10CV motor and an increase 
in payload to 800 and 1,200kg 
respectively. However, a 500kg van 
remained available on the C4 IX 
chassis [9CV engine], while await-
ing the development of  the ‘8’ and 
‘10’ commercial vehicles during 
1933. The C4 commercials stayed 
in production for several months 
after the demise of  the sedans.
In addition to the original vans there 
have been a number of  C4s trans-
formed by cutting the bodies of  se-
dans or limousines, sometimes even 
faux-cabriolets have been converted. 
The converted faux-cabriolets are 

C4: PASSING YEARSC4: PASSING YEARS



30 A U S T R A L I A ’ S  �  N A T I O N A L  �  M A G A Z I N E  �  F O R 31�  C I T R O Ë N  �  O W N E R S  �  A N D  �  E N T H U S I A S T S

C4: PASSING YEARSC4: PASSING YEARS

identifiable by their wide doors, 
which also a shape which is different 
form other models. These vehicles, 
which have often been subjected to 
some very tough service, exist as a 

direct result of  the dark years that 
were to come.
After the war, the Parisian work-
shop, Duriez, took elements of  the 
C4, and hid them under cabins of  
advanced design. These ‘Transition’ 
models are very radical and highly 
sought-after.
The C4 was also the basis of  the 
long line of  Citroën-Kegresse cat-
erpillar tractors. Most of  them are 

based on the P10 of  1929 and the 
P17 of  1931.

LES EXOTIQUES
Although it was always possible for 
a client to order a ‘naked’ chassis 

from Citroën, 
there is little 
knowledge of  

the preparation of  special bodies 
for the C4. Indeed, it was outside 
the general spirit of  the company 
to promote the work of  outside 
designers and constructors. It 
should also be remembered that a 
client wanting to have a ‘made to 
measure’ body prepared would be 
more likely to use the C6 as their 
starting point, than the smaller, less 
expensive C4.
Having said that, Citroën did give 

considerable publicity to what must 
have been the most extravagant of  
all the specially bodied C4’s – the 
aerodynamic ‘Vent Debout’ of  
Pierre Delcourt. Gustave Carde, 
in Bordeaux, is best known for the 
work he did based on the Model T 
Ford, but he also produced the ‘Fre-
goli’, an example of  which recently 
surfaced in Touraine.
Naturally the foreign Citroën sub-
sidiaries in Slough, Milan and 
Cologne brought their local require-
ments to bear in their development 
of  the C4. In Germany there was a 
five-seat convertible, in Italy they 
developed their own unique roadster 
and of  course in England there was 
a range of  Weymann fabric bodies 
available. The Weymann body was 
not to the taste of  André Citroën, 
but they were very popular on that 

side of  the Channel. Of  course in 
the UK the C4 was called the Big 
Twelve, because it was rated at 12 
RAC horsepower. The English cars 
were right hand drive and were fitted 
with wire wheels, side lights on the 
wings, a sunshine roof  and leather 
upholstery. The very last specimens, 
in 1932, featured a petrol tank on 
the back – similar to that of  the 
C6.
While the model range is confused, 
267,000 examples were made and it 
was one the most popular pre-war 
cars in France. As a result, to the 
novice, any upright car of  the period 
tends to be referred to as a ‘C4… 
just like my grandfather’s.’
This, and the preceding article 
first appeared in ‘Retroviseur’, May 
1994. 

‘RED PLATE’ UPDATE
Do you have your Citroën on 
‘Red Plates’ through CCOCA?

Do you have an up to date Handbook, detailing 
the current Classic and Historic Register rules?

CCOCA recommends that you always carry 
an up to date Handbook in your car. 

The latest edition of the Handbook is 
now is stock in CCOCASHOP.

Contact: Graham Barton on [03] 5987 0767 
or clubshop@citroenclassic.org.au
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A COSTLY MISTAKEA COSTLY MISTAKE

As diesel power for motor cars 
becomes ever more popular 
in Australia, the problem of  

owners filling their tank with the 
incorrect fuel is bound to become 

more common. As this article, from 
the UK indicates it is an increasingly 
common [and expensive] problem.
Petrol wrecks diesel engine lubri-
cation processes and is particu-
larly damaging to a diesel engine’s 
costly, high-pressure fuel pump, 
which operates at up to 2,050bar 
[30,000psi]. Petrol removes the 
pump case hardening and if  a film 
of  hardened metal disintegrates into 
swarf  it will greatly harm or even 
wreck an engine’s internal organs.
At best, if  the engine is not started 
or perhaps run only very briefly, the 
fuel tank and its internal pump, fuel 
lines, main high-pressure pump, fuel 
injectors and filters will all require 
removal, clearing and re-installation 
[which might include some renewal] 
at a cost of  up to £7,000. At worst, 
several parts will need replacing, 
even the engine itself, at a potential 
cost of  £12,000, or more for a top 
executive car.
Friday is danger day, when drivers 
fill up on their way home at the 
end of  a hard week. Those new to 
diesel motoring too often go for 
unleaded petrol as a matter of  habit. 
At the nationwide business vehicle 

management company Fleet Sup-
port Group, of  Chippenham, Wilts, 
technical services manager Mike 
Kick warns: ‘It’s a big problem that 
isn’t getting any better and is grow-

ing in cost.
About £7,000 
is the norm. 
Rarely i s  i t 

necessary to replace an entire diesel 
engine because drivers realise their 
mistake before starting up and do 
not move their cars before calling 
for help. That is important. Every 
driver new to diesel cars must make 
a conscious effort to avoid misfu-
elling. Petrol is death to a diesel 
engine.’
The problem is seriously disabling 
about 155,000 diesel cars a year. 
The RAC attended 50,000 cases 
last year, the Automobile Associa-
tion 44,000 and Green Flag more 
than 6,000; UK plc suffered 54,000 
company diesel car misfuelling 
incidents. 
Each says that the problem is get-
ting worse. Moreover, of  course, as 
diesel’s popularity grows, so does 
the number of  fuelling errors. The 
annual cost of  repairs is estimated 
at more than £800million. In prin-
ciple, that accidental damage is 
covered by comprehensive insur-
ance, according to the Association 
of  British Insurers.
In practice, misfuelling is widely 
excluded from motor policies. And 
it is automatically excluded for a vast 

number of  companies that insure 
their vehicles third-party only to 
avoid high premiums. They pay for 
their own vehicle damage repairs. 
As a spokesman for the VW Group 
observed: ‘It’s difficult to put diesel 
in a petrol car these days because 
the diesel pump nozzle is too big. 
It does not fit and that alerts drivers 
to their mistake before it happens. 
But the other way round is easy. Un-
leaded petrol pump nozzles fit easily 
into diesel car filler necks. Business 
pool and self-drive hire diesel cars 
are at particular risk from petrol 
car drivers who suddenly switch to 
a borrowed diesel; by the time they 
pull in to refuel, they’ve forgotten.’
Currently one in three new cars 
[34.9 per cent] is a diesel, according 
to the SMMT. Five years ago, the 
figure was one in seven. In the first 
half  of  this year, UK businesses 
bought 296,000 diesel cars and 
private motorists 156,000. The 
SMMT predicts that this year’s to-
tal new diesel-car registrations will 
be a record 881,000, about 170 per 
cent higher than in 2001.
BMW GB, big in diesel power [as 
is Mercedes-Benz], says that since 
2001 its largest diesel growth has 
been 137.8 per cent in executive 
cars and more than 81 per cent in 
medium-size models. The firm has 
just updated its guidance to dealers 
for repairing petrol-contaminated 
diesel cars and hosted a Motor 
Consultant Management Forum, 
at its MINI plant in Oxford, to 

project the topic to business vehicle 
managers.
‘Three years ago, 12 per cent of  our 
car sales were diesel models,’ said a 
spokesman. ‘Today the figure is 35 
per cent, with diesel the top choice 
for BMW 3-, 5- and 7-series car 
buyers. So it should be no surprise 
that since the diesel segment is 
growing, the number of  drivers 
wrongly refuelling with petrol is 
also increasing. We do not know 
the answer. We are simply doing 
all we can to get a message across 
to drivers to help them avoid an 
expensive error.’
While fuel filler flaps and/or 
filler caps are usually clearly marked, 
gone are the days of  a distinctively 
coloured cap to jolt the driver’s 
memory. A spokesman for the 
RAC said, ‘Part of  the problem is 

S h o u l d  we 
longing for the 
simple days, 
when petrol 
was petrol and 
there was no 
choice?
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that people forget they are driving 
diesels, because they are now so 
good and no longer noisy, smoky 
and smelly. Modern diesel cars have 
slick, petrol-like performance. A 

worrying feature is that forecourt 
fuels are now sub-branded and do 
not have uniform pump nozzle 
colours for diesel and petrol. Mak-
ing a mistake is too easy. Sadly, 
misfuelling diesels is a growing 
phenomenon that will continue 
until it is physically impossible for 
drivers to make a mistake.’
While some motorists are not too 
embarrassed to stick a warning 
label on the fuel filler, inventors 
are searching for ways to prevent 
misfuelling. An intelligent petrol 
pump that recognises and refuses 
to serve diesel cars is one idea being 
given serious consideration. 
Filling station security cameras 
would read number plates of  all 

arriving vehicles and electronically 
check DVLA records to identify 
diesels, which would then only be 
served by diesel pumps; petrol 
pumps would be automatically 

switched off  to 
diesel vehicles. 
A triangular 
diesel pump 

nozzle is another idea that might 
work, if  cars had similar fuel filler 
apertures. However, in both cases 
the costs would be enormous, and 
why should oil companies or filling 
stations shoulder such expense?
Truth is; they do not have to. Thou-
sands of  rueful motorists would be 
more than satisfied with a clear, sim-
ple, colour-coded and standardised 
labelling system at the pumps. The 
cost? Almost nothing. 
Diesel fuel is likely to rise still 
higher in price but petrol will drop 
a little after the summer holidays, 
predicts Ray Holloway of  the Petrol 
Retailers’ Association. Diesel has 
risen by 9p a litre since January 
and unleaded petrol by 11p a litre. 
Tax on petrol and diesel is the same 
at 47.1p a litre – excise duty plus 
17.5% VAT on the total [price plus 
duty]. As fuel prices rise, so does the 
VAT [although the duty remains 
unchanged]. So, the higher the 
product price the lower the excise 
duty as a percentage of  the cost. 
On a £4 gallon [87.9p per litre], 
the total tax paid is 68.5%.
This article first appeared in ‘Auto 
Express’

A COSTLY MISTAKEA COSTLY MISTAKE

It had been an early start from 
the gite in Haute Vaucluse to 
return the friendly little Citroën 

C1 to the car hire place and a stop 
for coffee only waited on find-
ing a prom-
ising café in 
the very next 
t ow n .  T h e 
Café de la Gare beckoned, there’s 
usually a good coffee to be had 
at a railway station, but the bar 
was unattended. A group was im-
mersed in a game of  cards at the far 
end of  the bar and, by the strong 
smell, liberal libations of  pastis. 
Eventually one of  the players 
dragged himself  away long enough 

to make coffee.
Only then, caffeine fix fixed, did 
I hear the crackling exhaust note 
coming from the gravel area next 
to the railway line and wandered 

over to find a bunch of  old blokes 
fussing under the bonnet of  a 
lovely, blue/black 1927 Amilcar. 
The narrow body had a pair of  
staggered seats and a shapely 
tail. It was on a three-day rally 
around Provençe accompanied by 
a Renault Gordini and Dino Fer-
rari that had also stopped to help. 

AN EARLY STARTAN EARLY START
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M I C H A E L  M O L E S W O R T H 
–  C O M M I T T E E  P E R S O N

DRIVING LIGHTS FOR DIXY

As part of  the preparation for 
Raid 2008 I 
felt it would 
be fun to fit 
driving lights 
to Dixy. These are recommended in 
the Citroën raid preparation notes, 
however they will probably not be 
needed next year, as we are unlikely 
to be driving in the dark. At least no 
more than is usual. The plan being 
to stop while it is still light, to set 
up camp and get the meal underway, 
much more civilised than stumbling 
about in the dark. Thus leaving 
the wild animals to feed at night, 
without presenting as a hazard to 
themselves and small cars made of  
paper thin metal.
So the addition of  the lights is for 
effect, more than anything, in the 
hope that the little car will look 
the part.
Due to the agile suspension of  the 
2CV, the headlights need to be ad-
justed for varying load conditions, 
and this should apply to any auxil-
iary driving lights as well.
There is just room on the headlight 
support tube to fit some small 
diameter lights. A set of  about 
110mm diameter fits nicely, and still 
allows the bonnet to lift clear. 
The brackets on the rear of  the new 
lamp housings had to be moved to 

allow them to sit more neatly. The 
original rivets were drilled out just 
enough to release them, new holes 
marked out and drilled, and the 
brackets remounted using the old 

rivets. A conical centre punch spread 
the rivets out to hold everything 
nicely.
Two blocks of  aluminium were 
machined to make a split clamp 
to fit over the lamp support tube, 
[25.4mm or one inch diameter sur-
prisingly!] Two 5mm set screws hold 
the clamp in place. The front block 
is higher to allow the bolt on the 
lamp fitting to be fixed through it.
The new lamp shells and the brack-
ets were painted to match the exist-
ing light housings. 
There is plenty of  movement 
for alignment of  the beams. The 
mounting bolt supplied with the 
lamps allow sideways movement of  
several degrees for setting the cor-
rect direction. The main headlights 
were set in correct alignment, and 
the new lights raised or lowered to 
give the best throw and all bolts 
tightened up to fix them.
Now when the headlights are ad-
justed up and down from inside 
the cabin, so too are the new driv-
ing lights.
Wires were run inside the support 
tube beside the existing wiring, 

AN EARLY STARTAN EARLY START FLEET FOLLIESFLEET FOLLIES

After having a good stickybeak and 
taking some photos I looked a bit 
further afield and saw an orange 
Mehari with a ‘for sale’ sign on 
it parked across the road outside 

the warehouse of  a brocante – a 
second-hand dealer.
Lo! A door was open and with a lit-
tle trepidation, I stepped in. Well. 
Behold! An Aladdin’s cave of  dust 
and cobweb covered old cars; most 
from the 1920s, some much later. 
The cars were also covered in sofas, 
chairs, tables and boxes with other 
furniture and stuff  in-between. I 
started taking photographs but 
everything was jammed in, the 
light was not good and my hands 
may have been a little unsteady 
with the excitement. There were 

Citroëns, Fiats and Peugeots from 
the 1920s, something streamlined 
that I could not recognise, a couple 
of  later cars and some old motor-
cycles, one of  which had a small 

body with a 
kind of  dickey 
seat .  Under 
the dust, the 

cars seemed to be complete and 
in very good condition with what 
would once have been new tyres.
Just then one of  the card players 
from the café came over to check 
on my intrusion but on learning 
that I was a citrophile from Aus-
tralia, he was quite happy for me 
to look around and take pictures. 
I enquired after the price of  the 
Mehari – at his asking price for 
that it might take Aladdin’s lamp 
to acquire any of  the old cars!
Jeff  Pamplin �
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FLEET FOLLIESFLEET FOLLIES

The control wire for the relay was 
taken through the firewall to pick up 
current from the high beam indica-
tor light via a switch. This ensures 
that the driving lights can only op-

erate when the 
headlights are 
on high beam, 
the switch al-

lowing them to be disabled when 
not needed. 
The kit had 100watt bulbs, but 
these were replaced with 55watt 
ones. The alternator is rated for 
300watts only so it is very near its 
limit with all the lights on.
This wiring scheme adds very little 
current drain to the lighting switch, 
which already has a tendency to 
overheat, whilst minimising voltage 
drop to the new lights. 
There is now plenty of  light, espe-

cially as the original headlamps cast 
a good beam anyway.
Michael Molesworth �

M A R K  M C K I B B I N  – 
A C T I V I T I E S  D I R E C T O R

Busy times in the McKibbin Garage 
firstly the C5 alternator is playing 
up, well not the alternator but the 
pulley which has a one way ‘overrun-
ning clutch’ in the centre of  it. The 
clutch is available from Bosch if  you 
live in Germany or wait for 7 weeks 
if  you live in Australia, Citroën do 
not keep this as a spare part only 
the whole alternator at $1500.00 
yes I will say that again $1500.00! 
I just wonder what a Toyota one 
would cost.
The 2CV was pressed into service 
with the C5 on the skids and it 
being this time of  year the battery 

died. I’ve had the car for about 5 
years so not a bad run for a battery 
of  unknown vintage.
The Vintage Sports Car Club has 
a 24 hour team trial at Echuca 
on the weekend of  the 14th July. 
I am running the Darracq in the 
STD [Sunbeam, Talbot, Darracq, 
not what you were thinking] team. 
Unfortunately we drew the short 
straw with the 1am to 6am section, 
the Darracq only had aero screens 
so I’m fitting the original “V” wind-
screen, with some difficulty as the 
car now has a different body.
The T Model has now been painted 
a dark blue with black mudguards 
and looks great the interior is com-
ing along with seats installed, only 
the hood to go and its finished. 
Too many cars so little time.
Mark McKibbin �

earthed. This was done to avoid any 
loss in bad chassis connections, as 
there is an earth from the battery at 
this point. A 30amp relay with its 
own fuse was mounted nearby and 
the red active wires taken to it. A 
12volt supply was brought directly 
from the battery to it as well. All 
connections were made with crimp 
on terminals, firmly crimped and 
given a good tug to check. Wires were 
dressed beside the existing loom and 
cable tied to it, to keep them from 
falling on hot parts of  the engine.

[much easier said than done], with 
new connectors fitted above the fan 
housing. Two pairs of  heavy gauge 
wires were then taken back to beside 
the battery, where the black was 
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IT’S THE LAWIT’S THE LAW

Recently I became involved 
in an international on-line 
Citroën discussion group 

on the subject of  advertising sec-
ondhand cars.

A car had been advertised, but with 
no indication of  the price being 
sought. I noted that in Victoria, the 
publication of  such an advertise-
ment was illegal. This caused some 
consternation amongst others in 
the group.
So, here is the relevant piece of  Vic-
torian legislation, which applies no 
matter where the car is being sold.
Advertising Requirements under 
the Motor Car Trader Regulations 
1998
Motor Car Traders 
[1] A motor car trader who publish-
es or causes to be published an ad-
vertisement or statement in relation 
to the trader’s business of  trading 
in motor cars must include in the 
advertisement or statement the let-
ters ‘LMCT’ followed by the licence 
number of  the motor car trader.  
Penalty: 10 penalty units. 
[2] Where the motor car trader, 
or a servant or agent of  the mo-
tor car trader publishes or causes 
to be published an advertisement 
offering a used motor car for sale, 
the person must include in the ad-
vertisement –  

SPARE NEWSSPARE NEWS

[a] the cash price of  the mo-
tor car; and  
[b] whichever of  the following is 
applicable –  
[i] if  the motor car is registered, 

the registra-
tion number, 
or  
[ i i ]  i f  t h e 

vehicle is unregistered, the en-
gine number of  the vehicle .
Penalty: 10 penalty units. 
[3] Sub-regulation [2] [b] does not 
apply if  the motor car trader, serv-
ant or agent publishes an advertise-
ment on television, movie film or 
radio offering for sale a batch of  
six or more used motor cars of  the 
same model 
Private Advertisers 
[1] If  a person [other than a mo-
tor car trader, or a servant or agent 
of  the motor car trader] publishes 
or causes to be published an ad-
vertisement offering a used motor 
car for sale in a newspaper gener-
ally circulating in the whole or any 
part of  Victoria or in a motor car 
specialist magazine generally circu-
lating in the whole or any part of  
Victoria the person must include 
in the advertisement –  
[a] the cash price of the motor car; and 
[b] whichever of  the following is 
applicable –  
[i] if  the motor car is registered, the 
registration number. or  
[ii] if  the vehicle is unregistered, 
the engine number of  the vehicle. 
Penalty: 10 penalty units.

First let me apologise to any 
member I have told to use 
bailey channel for their win-

dows from Australian suppliers. 
It turns out none of  this appears 
to be the same 
as that used in 
Tractions. At 
the insistence 
of  a member who found the lo-
cal product unsuitable I have now 
brought in some window channel 
from Europe complete with the 
correct clips, this sells for $96.70 
and the clips for $25.80: this is 
sufficient for a Light 15. The extra 
required for a Big 15 would make 
it slightly dearer, but it will fit and 
that is the main thing.
I have received the first drive shafts 
and they look good, I displayed 
them at OzTraction in Portland 
over the long weekend. These cost 
$330.00 each and use Magna CV 
Joints, which can be reconditioned 
if  necessary in the future. It is my 
intention to pass these on to mem-
bers at cost but all freight costs are 
in addition to that price. If  you 
intend having some shafts modified 
you will be required to send them 
to me first and I will then have the 
work done. Please ensure that you 
only send shafts with good tapers 
and keyways. I hope that this will 
be an ongoing relationship with this 
engineer and all work will be done 
through club spares. The next step 
is to institute an exchange scheme, if  
only for Light 15s. Unfortunately, 

as Big 15s and Big 6s are far scarcer 
it will not warrant the expense of  
carrying these in stock. If  your 
splines are excessively worn, these 
can also be rebuilt.

Over the OzTraction, I spoke to 
Lance Collins from DS Motors in 
Brisbane. He is still reconditioning 
drive shafts with original universal 
joints. Anyone who is interested in 
this method as an alternative can 
contact Lance on [07] 3368 1533 
and discuss a price with him.
Last magazine I spoke about the 
light at the end of  the tunnel with 
ID head gaskets: well since then 
someone has turned it off ! Just 
when you think, you are making 
some headway the situation changes. 
Greg Fienberg has offered to check 
with the supplier in question as 
he deals with him frequently but I 
must report that I have heard noth-
ing. I was also given a reference to 
a company in Thailand who will 
make any gasket set as long as they 
have a pattern, I will be looking at 
this as an alternative. In addition, 
Depanoto has established a website; 
they are usually good for hard to get 
items so there is a chance we may 
score there. 
Parts otherwise for Tractions are 
coming through regularly with 
little hold-up. Everything appears 
to be available, although some 
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

1974 DS23 EFI PALLAS

Unfinished project due to baby. The car 
is a driving chassis at the moment and 
currently has a 23 carburettor motor with 
the 5 speed that runs fine, the EFI wiring 
and computer are still in the car, a rebuilt 

FOR SALEFOR SALE

T R A C T I O N   P A R T S

Set of  185 x 400 wheels for 1951 big 6. 
Set of  185 x 400 wheels for 1954 big 6. 
Please contact Bob Shackley on [02] 6251 
6134 AH or email to kyzyl@bigpond.
com [31/03]

WANTEDWANTED

23 EFI motor is waiting to go in. The EFI 
motor is a rebuild, new bearings, excellent 
condition head, the rings are original. 
Apparently the motor came out of  a 
40,000 km car and has been in storage for 
25years. The car has had the minimal rust 
that was in it repaired, roof  rails, c pillar, 
boot lip surround, bottom door rubber 
mounts etc. All panels and bumpers are 
very straight, now rust free. The car is 
complete except for a boot lid, a few efi 
parts [air filter, some inlet pieces] and a 
couple of  stainless door trims. Originally 
a white body with the red and cream 
interior. The trim is in fair condition, 
and complete. The car is an original 
Pallas and would make an excellent, 
honest restoration project. Comes with 

some spare parts inc. another 23 motor 
and Borg Warner automatic transmission, 
front brakes, wheels, etc and some 
CX parts. Registration was SGH833, 
chassis: DS-FG-01FG6843, engine: DX5 
0683013655. $5,000. Contact Brad 
Lanyon [08] 8355 9529 or 04 0278 
6462, Adelaide beeandcee@chariot.net.au
  [31/01]

INTERESTING DS ACCESSORY

White fibreglass full width overhead 
console with 2 speakers & radio fitted. 
Suitable only for D series car. Very neat, 
professionally made unique accessory, 
easy to fit as it clips into inner roof  rail 
above windscreen. $150. Phone Citro 
Motors [03] 9419 4537. [31/01]

1982 CX 2400 PALLAS

1982 CX 2400 Pallas, five-speed 
Mechanically excellent, body and interior 
very good, lovely black leather. Victorian 
reg SIE 245 to May ’07. Metallic light 
blue. Nothing to spend. $4000 Contact: 
John Wright, wrightlines@bigpond.
com [30/08]

DRIVESHAFT CONVERSIONS

Change over, reconditioned driveshafts 
upgraded with modern CV joints. Off  
the shelf  availability for; D-Series, Big 6, 
Light 15 and Big 15. Price on application. 
Citro Motors [03] 9419 4537 [30/07]

L 1 5  &  B 1 5  B O D Y  & 
M E C H A N I C A L  P A R T S

Citro Motors has a range of  body 
and mechanical parts for sale – too 
numerous to list in full. Phone with your 
requirement now. Citro Motors [03] 
9419 4537 [31/02]

parts taking a little longer than do 
others. That is the nature of  car 
restorations. 
One of  our members in Tasmania, 
Steve Muir has even concluded that 

he has a set of  homemade eyebolts 
and nuts in his clutch pressure plate. 
We are supplying him with a genu-
ine set and this is after he promised 
his wife that he would have this car 
running in no time and with very lit-
tle expense. [How often have I heard 
that promise? Ed.] I now believe the 
family dog lives in the house and he 
has taken up residence in the kennel. 
This has happened to all of  us at 

some stage as you never know what 
has been done to an old car to keep 
it running when there were no parts 
available. Steve if  you think you are 
hard done, by you should speak 

to  someone 
with an ex-Vi-
etnamese car. 
In life, there 

is always someone worse off  than 
you are.
If  you have been unsuccessful in try-
ing to contact me over the last few 
weeks, you will have had no success. 
I have been out of  the country on a 
well-earned holiday. By the time you 
have this edition of  ‘Front Drive’ in 
your hands I will be back in town 
and on-deck as usual.
Rob Little  �

SPARE NEWSSPARE NEWS

1979 CX PALLAS C-MATIC

1979 CX Pallas sedan. Reg no. RYW 225 
C-matic. Burgundy paint and fawn leather 
interior – a great combination. Recent 
money spent on repairs and maintenance 
over last three years of  ownership. Good 
body. Needs a re-spray. Fair interior. 
Registered until December 2006. Runs 
well but steering rack has small leak. No 
RWC, $500 for quick sale. Ring Peter 
[03] 9521159 or 04 0138 3878. 
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