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While Club permit renewals 

can be done via the post 
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email. It is faster, simpler and 
safer than the post. Payment 
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Contact Lance Wearne. 
Phone: 0424 054 724 [if 
you do phone, please do 
so at a reasonable hour] or 
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au

CLUB SHOP
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not operating. For further 
information please contact 
the Club’s President.
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SA www.clubcitroensa.com
WA www.citroenwa.org.au
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DDear Members, Leigh al-ear Members, Leigh al-
ways provides us with ways provides us with 

very interesting reading, delving very interesting reading, delving 
well beyond the obvious to re-well beyond the obvious to re-
veal fascinating information and veal fascinating information and 
to pose thoughtful questions to pose thoughtful questions 
and refl ections about our clas-and refl ections about our clas-
sic Citroëns. sic Citroëns. 

This month is certainly no This month is certainly no 
exception, and provides in-exception, and provides in-
teresting insight and celebra-teresting insight and celebra-
tion of the Ami Super tion of the Ami Super ~~ such  such 
a beautiful and quirky little car. a beautiful and quirky little car. 
I have only ever sat in two of I have only ever sat in two of 
them, and certainly the design them, and certainly the design 
and features scream innovation, and features scream innovation, 
beauty and utility. Features so beauty and utility. Features so 
familiar in our cars.familiar in our cars.

I want to acknowledge, thank I want to acknowledge, thank 
and congratulate Eric Bishop on and congratulate Eric Bishop on 
his exceptional presentation at his exceptional presentation at 
our last Frog Hollow club meet-our last Frog Hollow club meet-
ing. Eric, of course, was an elite ing. Eric, of course, was an elite 
road cycling competitor in Eu-road cycling competitor in Eu-
rope through the ‘70s era, com-rope through the ‘70s era, com-
peting in many of the great rac-peting in many of the great rac-

es and ridden [and successfully es and ridden [and successfully 
competed against] many of the competed against] many of the 
greatest names in world cycling.greatest names in world cycling.

I commented at the end that I commented at the end that 
just listening to Eric made me just listening to Eric made me 
feel that I had just raced 100kil-feel that I had just raced 100kil-
ometres. His talk ometres. His talk ~~ illuminated  illuminated 
so brilliantly with many [graphic] so brilliantly with many [graphic] 
anecdotes anecdotes ~~ was mesmerising.  was mesmerising. 
He had all of us very much in-He had all of us very much in-
volved. volved. 

In support of his talk, Eric In support of his talk, Eric 
brought a long a number of brought a long a number of 
his road and velodrome bikes his road and velodrome bikes 
which encouraged many ques-which encouraged many ques-
tions.tions.

Thank you, Eric, for a won-Thank you, Eric, for a won-
derful evening. It was great to derful evening. It was great to 
see our club rooms so full on see our club rooms so full on 
the night. Guests were beauti-the night. Guests were beauti-
fully catered for by Helen and fully catered for by Helen and 
Ted.Ted.

Sunday 11th of December is Sunday 11th of December is 
our Christmas Lunch, so please our Christmas Lunch, so please 
hit the registration tab on the hit the registration tab on the 
website. I’m looking forward to website. I’m looking forward to 
welcoming as many of you as welcoming as many of you as 
possible on the day.possible on the day.
Tim Cottrell ~ President

Prez SezPrez Sez
HHere is an interesting ere is an interesting 

question, well interest-question, well interest-
ing to your Editor. But I must ing to your Editor. But I must 
admit that he fi nds many things admit that he fi nds many things 
which would bore many of you which would bore many of you 
to death ‘interesting’.to death ‘interesting’.

Well after I started work on Well after I started work on 
this edition, celebrating the this edition, celebrating the 
50th Anniversary of the launch 50th Anniversary of the launch 
of the Ami Super I started to of the Ami Super I started to 
wonder whether the Ami Super wonder whether the Ami Super 
was really a model in its own was really a model in its own 
right, or merely a line extension right, or merely a line extension 
of an existing model: the Ami 8.of an existing model: the Ami 8.

For sure, the engine at 1,015cc For sure, the engine at 1,015cc 
is double the size of the one is double the size of the one 
found in the 8 and it has a differ-found in the 8 and it has a differ-
ent name. But to all intents and ent name. But to all intents and 
purposes the bodywork looks purposes the bodywork looks 
the same. Is it more akin to the the same. Is it more akin to the 
launch of, say, the launch of, say, the VV6 version of 6 version of 
the Xantia [more of which in the Xantia [more of which in 
the next ‘Front Drive’] than the the next ‘Front Drive’] than the 
launch of the launch of the CXCX??

Do we consider the Big 6 to Do we consider the Big 6 to 
be a different model from the be a different model from the 
four-cylinder car? Well, in 2024 four-cylinder car? Well, in 2024 
the Citroën world will celebrate the Citroën world will celebrate 

the 90th Anniversary of the the 90th Anniversary of the 
Traction… yes plans are already Traction… yes plans are already 
afoot in France. But will we cel-afoot in France. But will we cel-
ebrate the 90th Anniversary of ebrate the 90th Anniversary of 
the six-cylinder car in 2028? In the six-cylinder car in 2028? In 
1984 there were huge interna-1984 there were huge interna-
tional celebrations for the 50th tional celebrations for the 50th 
Anniversary of the Traction, but Anniversary of the Traction, but 
I recall no similar events in 1988 I recall no similar events in 1988 
to honour the Big 6.to honour the Big 6.

Of course that is all by the Of course that is all by the 
way as, like it or not, this edition way as, like it or not, this edition 
of ‘Front Drive’ does celebrate of ‘Front Drive’ does celebrate 
the Ami Super.the Ami Super.

While I have been able to While I have been able to 
locate, in my archive, contem-locate, in my archive, contem-
porary road tests, trying to lo-porary road tests, trying to lo-
cate a more recent analysis of cate a more recent analysis of 
the model in the classic car the model in the classic car 
press, either in English or even press, either in English or even 
in French, has been rather more in French, has been rather more 
fraught.fraught.

Lots of stuff about buying and Lots of stuff about buying and 
running an Ami 8, even more running an Ami 8, even more 
on the original version, the Ami on the original version, the Ami 
6. But it is almost as if the Super 6. But it is almost as if the Super 
is in the blind spot of the classic is in the blind spot of the classic 
car world. I did fi nally locate a car world. I did fi nally locate a 
German feature for you.German feature for you.

But I did manage to make But I did manage to make 
contact with a French Ami Su-contact with a French Ami Su-
per owner via the good offi ces per owner via the good offi ces 
of the Ami Club de France and of the Ami Club de France and 
Catherine and Victor’s article, Catherine and Victor’s article, 
along with some great pictures along with some great pictures 
are in this month’s edition.are in this month’s edition.

Maybe this edition will open Maybe this edition will open 
our eyes to a very special mo-our eyes to a very special mo-
torcar.torcar.

For the technically-minded For the technically-minded 
22CVCV owner we have an article  owner we have an article 

Ed SedEd Sed

Continued on page 6Continued on page 6
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Ed SedEd Sed

There will be a selection of There will be a selection of 
roast meats and salads along roast meats and salads along 
with all the trimmings.with all the trimmings.
Dessert will also be provided.Dessert will also be provided.
Special Dietary Requirements Special Dietary Requirements 
will be catered for. [see Regis-will be catered for. [see Regis-
tration Form]tration Form]
DO NOT CALL LEE TO REG-DO NOT CALL LEE TO REG-
ISTER!ISTER! You must register/book  You must register/book 
via the via the CCOCACCOCA website  website https://https://
citroenclassic.org.aucitroenclassic.org.au

• January
January Club Meeting & 
Australia Day BBQ
WHEN:WHEN: Thursday, 26 January Thursday, 26 January
TIMETIME:  12:00 to 16:00:  12:00 to 16:00
WHEREWHERE: Frog Hollow Reserve, : Frog Hollow Reserve, 
25 Fordham Ave, Camberwell25 Fordham Ave, Camberwell

COST:COST:  Free  Free
BOOKINGSBOOKINGS: Essential by : Essential by 

Tuesday, 24 JanuaryTuesday, 24 January
BRINGBRING: Everything for a picnic : Everything for a picnic 

or or BBQBBQ
MORE INFOMORE INFO:  Lee Dennes, :  Lee Dennes, 
  l.dennesl.dennes@@bigpond.net.aubigpond.net.au
When we say bring everything When we say bring everything 

Please note: To book or RSVP for a Please note: To book or RSVP for a CCOCACCOCA organised event you must  organised event you must 
register on line at the club’s website.register on line at the club’s website.

Do not contact the organiser to register your attendance.Do not contact the organiser to register your attendance.
In line with Government guidelines In line with Government guidelines CCOCACCOCA no longer requires proof of  no longer requires proof of 

vaccination if you attend events arranged by vaccination if you attend events arranged by CCOCACCOCA..
The requirements of other organizations is not impacted by this decision.The requirements of other organizations is not impacted by this decision.

The Club strongly recommends wearing a mask in areas where youThe Club strongly recommends wearing a mask in areas where you
cannot maintain social distancing.cannot maintain social distancing.

A-TractionsA-Tractions

for a picnic or for a picnic or BBQBBQ, we mean , we mean 
everything. Don’t forget tables, everything. Don’t forget tables, 
chairs, hats, umbrellas, sun-chairs, hats, umbrellas, sun-
screen and all things Aussie!screen and all things Aussie!
DO NOT CALL LEE TO REG-DO NOT CALL LEE TO REG-
ISTER!ISTER! You must register/book  You must register/book 
via the via the CCOCACCOCA website  website https://https://
citroenclassic.org.aucitroenclassic.org.au

• February
Citroën Castlemaine 
Cultural Cruise
WHEN:WHEN: Friday, 11 to Sunday,13  Friday, 11 to Sunday,13 

FebruaryFebruary
FROMFROM: Melbourne: Melbourne
TOTO: Castlemaine: Castlemaine
COST:COST:  TBCTBC
BOOKINGSBOOKINGS: Essential: Essential
MORE INFOMORE INFO:  Haydn Kelvy, :  Haydn Kelvy, 

haydnkelvyhaydnkelvy@@gmail.comgmail.com
Join us on the Citroën Join us on the Citroën 
Castlemaine Cultural Cruise Castlemaine Cultural Cruise 
from Melbourne to Castlemaine from Melbourne to Castlemaine 
on Friday, 11 February to soak on Friday, 11 February to soak 
up Castlemaine Culture on Sat-up Castlemaine Culture on Sat-
urday returning to Melbourne urday returning to Melbourne 
on Sunday. on Sunday. 
Details to follow over the next Details to follow over the next 

about protecting your ignition about protecting your ignition 
switch with a relay and add-switch with a relay and add-
ing accessories fuse boxes. This ing accessories fuse boxes. This 
came from our friends at 2came from our friends at 2CVGBCVGB  
and has been ‘vetted’ for accu-and has been ‘vetted’ for accu-
racy by Graeme Dennes who racy by Graeme Dennes who 
has given it the ‘thumbs-up’.has given it the ‘thumbs-up’.

Following on from our in-Following on from our in-
depth look at running boards depth look at running boards 
and over-riders we are back and over-riders we are back 
this month with wind defl ec-this month with wind defl ec-
tors and quarter-light windows. tors and quarter-light windows. 
While I knew about wind de-While I knew about wind de-
fl ectors as accessories I was not fl ectors as accessories I was not 

aware that [in France, at least] aware that [in France, at least] 
there were kits available to al-there were kits available to al-
low the installation of quarter-low the installation of quarter-
lights in the front doors. Fasci-lights in the front doors. Fasci-
nating!nating!

In the In the AA-Traction list we have -Traction list we have 
been supporting the 2023 run-been supporting the 2023 run-
ning of the Florence Thomson ning of the Florence Thomson 
Tour which is sponsored by the Tour which is sponsored by the 
AOMCAOMC and the  and the RACVRACV. But who . But who 
was she and why is such an icon was she and why is such an icon 
and beacon for female drivers and beacon for female drivers 
in the early 19th century. It’s all in the early 19th century. It’s all 
here.here.
Leigh F Miles Leigh F Miles ~~ Editor Editor

• December
Combined CCOCA and 
CCCV Christmas Spit 
Roast
WHEN:WHEN: Sunday, 11 December Sunday, 11 December
TIMETIME: From 12:00: From 12:00
WHEREWHERE: Frog Hollow Reserve, : Frog Hollow Reserve, 

25 Fordham Ave., 25 Fordham Ave., 
COST:COST: $10pp $10pp
BOOKINGSBOOKINGS: Essential, by : Essential, by 

Thursday, 1 DecemberThursday, 1 December
BRINGBRING: Tables, chairs, glasses, : Tables, chairs, glasses, 

BYOBYO drinks and nibbles drinks and nibbles
MORE INFOMORE INFO:  Lee Dennes, :  Lee Dennes, 
  l.dennesl.dennes@@bigpond.net.aubigpond.net.au
This year your Club will be This year your Club will be 
subsidising a spit roast lunch for subsidising a spit roast lunch for 
you to enjoy at our end of year you to enjoy at our end of year 
gathering.gathering.

Continued from page 4Continued from page 4
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A-TractionsA-Tractions

weeks!weeks!
Attractions include, Botanical Attractions include, Botanical 
Gardens, the Mill Cultural pre-Gardens, the Mill Cultural pre-
cinct, Historic Walks, Boutique cinct, Historic Walks, Boutique 
Brewery, Art Gallery, Das Kaf-Brewery, Art Gallery, Das Kaf-
feehaus… and much more!feehaus… and much more!
We’ll include staying in a cara-We’ll include staying in a cara-
van park, and are looking to set van park, and are looking to set 
up opportunities for group up opportunities for group 
activities and communal meals.  activities and communal meals.  
Put the dates in your diaries as Put the dates in your diaries as 
a car shake down run for the a car shake down run for the 
Murray Bridge Cit-In! Murray Bridge Cit-In! 

RACVRACV British & European  British & European 
MotorshowMotorshow
WHEN:WHEN: Sunday, 26 February Sunday, 26 February
TIMETIME: Display vehicles from : Display vehicles from 

09:0009:00
Spectators from 10:00Spectators from 10:00

WHEREWHERE: Caribbean Park, off : Caribbean Park, off 
Ferntree Gully Rd., ScoresbyFerntree Gully Rd., Scoresby

COST:COST: Display cars: $15,  Display cars: $15, 
including all occupants. including all occupants. 

Spectators: $8, Spectators: $8, 
RACVRACV members $5 members $5

BOOKINGSBOOKINGS: Not required: Not required
BRINGBRING: Everything for a day out: Everything for a day out
MORE INFOMORE INFO:  :  

drens’ entertainment. There drens’ entertainment. There 
will also be trade stalls.will also be trade stalls.

•  Dogs are allowed into the •  Dogs are allowed into the 
display area subject to them display area subject to them 
being restrained on a lead at being restrained on a lead at 
all times.all times.

• March 2023

the Citroën Club which will the Citroën Club which will 
then trigger appropriate dis-then trigger appropriate dis-
counts.counts.
For those folk who intend to For those folk who intend to 
travel along with us could you travel along with us could you 
please advise both Helen Cross please advise both Helen Cross 
[[crossfamcrossfam@@ozemail.com.auozemail.com.au] and ] and 
Alan Simpson [Alan Simpson [alansimpson99alansimpson99@@
gmail.comgmail.com] and include detail of ] and include detail of 
where you intend to meet with where you intend to meet with 
us and also the accommodation us and also the accommodation 
that you have booked [War-that you have booked [War-
rnambool, Mount Gambier, rnambool, Mount Gambier, 
Robe]. With this we should be Robe]. With this we should be 
able to manage an accurate able to manage an accurate 
head count as we travel!head count as we travel!
For folk coming over from Tas-For folk coming over from Tas-
mania, the ferry will now arrive/mania, the ferry will now arrive/
depart from Geelong at the depart from Geelong at the 
new ferry terminal. So with this new ferry terminal. So with this 
in mind it is suggested to have in mind it is suggested to have 
the meeting and assembly point the meeting and assembly point 
in Geelong, approx. 70km from in Geelong, approx. 70km from 
Melbourne Melbourne CBDCBD..
A further circular will be pro-A further circular will be pro-
vided to entrants detailing sug-vided to entrants detailing sug-
gested routes and activities as gested routes and activities as 
we travel along.we travel along.
•  Tuesday, 14 March •  Tuesday, 14 March 

Meeting place: Meeting place: BPBP Truckstop  Truckstop 
South Bound, 455 Geelong South Bound, 455 Geelong 
Ring Road at Corio, Geelong Ring Road at Corio, Geelong 
Meetig time: 10:30, depart Meetig time: 10:30, depart 
11:00.11:00.

•  Day 1: Tuesday, 14 March, •  Day 1: Tuesday, 14 March, 
Geelong to Warrnambool, Geelong to Warrnambool, 
about 260km about 260km 
Suggested accommodation: Suggested accommodation: 
Big 4 Fig Tree Holiday Park, Big 4 Fig Tree Holiday Park, 
33 Lava Street, Warrnam-33 Lava Street, Warrnam-
bool. 3280. bool. 3280. 
www.fi gtreepark.com.auwww.fi gtreepark.com.au

AOMCAOMC [03] 9558 4829 [03] 9558 4829
www.aomc.asn.auwww.aomc.asn.au

Trophies will be awarded for Trophies will be awarded for 
a number of categories and a number of categories and 
the presentation will be held the presentation will be held 
at 13:30. The Car of the Show at 13:30. The Car of the Show 
Award will be made from pre-Award will be made from pre-
entered competitors only. An entered competitors only. An 
entry fee of $20 plus normal entry fee of $20 plus normal 
admission will apply. Entries admission will apply. Entries 
for the Car of the Show can for the Car of the Show can 
be made prior to the Show us-be made prior to the Show us-
ing the entry form that can be ing the entry form that can be 
downloaded from the downloaded from the AOMCAOMC  
website, or enter on the day website, or enter on the day 
until 10:00, or by contacting the until 10:00, or by contacting the 
Shows enquiry line 0473 832 Shows enquiry line 0473 832 
277. Car of the Show entrants 277. Car of the Show entrants 
will be parked in a special dis-will be parked in a special dis-
play area.play area.
General:General:
•  Food and refreshments will •  Food and refreshments will 

be available.be available.
•  There will be Music & Chil-•  There will be Music & Chil-

Pre-CitIn Run or Alan’s 
Amazing Adventure
WHEN:WHEN: Tuesday, 14 to Friday,  Tuesday, 14 to Friday, 

17 March17 March
FROMFROM: Geelong: Geelong
TOTO: Murray Bridge: Murray Bridge
COST:COST: Accommodation, meals  Accommodation, meals 

etcetc
BOOKINGSBOOKINGS: Essential: Essential
BRINGBRING: Everything for a great : Everything for a great 

road-triproad-trip
MORE INFOMORE INFO:  Helen Cross:  Helen Cross

crossfamcrossfam@@ozemail.com.auozemail.com.au or  or 
Alan SimpsonAlan Simpson

alansimpson99alansimpson99@@gmail.comgmail.com
Hello fellow Citroën enthusiasts Hello fellow Citroën enthusiasts 
who are joining us for Alan’s who are joining us for Alan’s 
Amazing Adventure Amazing Adventure ~~ on our  on our 
way to Murray Bridge for way to Murray Bridge for CITINCITIN  
2023.2023.
This is a preliminary advice as to This is a preliminary advice as to 
daily destinations and accom-daily destinations and accom-
modation recommendations. modation recommendations. 
Please arrange your own ac-Please arrange your own ac-
commodation as soon as you commodation as soon as you 
are able and then advise us. are able and then advise us. 
Mention a Group Booking for Mention a Group Booking for 
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reservationsreservations@@fi gtreepark.fi gtreepark.
com.aucom.au
[03] 5561 1233.[03] 5561 1233.
This park has a multitude of This park has a multitude of 
cabins and some tent sites cabins and some tent sites 
and has camp kitchens. The and has camp kitchens. The 
park is located quite close park is located quite close 
to the Warrnambool to the Warrnambool CBDCBD, , 
about a 1km walk or drive.about a 1km walk or drive.

•  Day 2: Wednesday, 15 March •  Day 2: Wednesday, 15 March 
Warrnambool to Mount Warrnambool to Mount 
Gambier, about  200 km Gambier, about  200 km 
Suggested accommodation:Suggested accommodation:
Blue Lake Holiday Park, Blue Lake Holiday Park, 
Lot 100 Bay Road, Mount Lot 100 Bay Road, Mount 
Gambier. 5290 Gambier. 5290 
https://bluelake.com.au/ https://bluelake.com.au/ 
infoinfo@@bluelake.com.au bluelake.com.au 
[08] 8725 9856 [08] 8725 9856 
Again this park has a multi-Again this park has a multi-
tude of cabins and some tent tude of cabins and some tent 
sites and has a large camp sites and has a large camp 
kitchen. The park is located a kitchen. The park is located a 
short 3km drive to the short 3km drive to the CBDCBD  
of Mt Gambier.of Mt Gambier.

•  Day 3: Thursday, 16 March •  Day 3: Thursday, 16 March 
Mount Gambier to Robe, Mount Gambier to Robe, 
about 140km. about 140km. 
There are multiple accom-There are multiple accom-
modation options in Robe, modation options in Robe, 
however we found it diffi cult however we found it diffi cult 
to fi nd a tourist park site to fi nd a tourist park site 
that would likely house all that would likely house all 
our happy mob. So multiple our happy mob. So multiple 
options are suggested, all options are suggested, all 
located relatively central to located relatively central to 
the town.the town.
Suggested accommodation:Suggested accommodation:
1] Sea Vu Caravan Park, 1] Sea Vu Caravan Park, 
1 Squire Drive, Robe. 5276. 1 Squire Drive, Robe. 5276. 
www.seavucaravanpark.com.au/www.seavucaravanpark.com.au/
adminadmin@@seavucaravanpark.seavucaravanpark.

A-TractionsA-Tractions
com.aucom.au
[08] 8768 2273[08] 8768 2273
This park has a modest This park has a modest 
number of cabins and plenty number of cabins and plenty 
of van sites and tent sites and of van sites and tent sites and 
has a large camp kitchen. The has a large camp kitchen. The 
park is located a short walk park is located a short walk 
to the cbd of Robe.to the cbd of Robe.
2] The Guichen Bay Motel, 2] The Guichen Bay Motel, 
42 Victoria Street, Robe. 5276.42 Victoria Street, Robe. 5276.
www.theguichen.com.au/www.theguichen.com.au/
infoinfo@@guichenbaymotel.com.auguichenbaymotel.com.au
[08] 8768 2001[08] 8768 2001
This small motel has a limited This small motel has a limited 
number of rooms and is number of rooms and is 
located in the cbd of Robe. located in the cbd of Robe. 
I may have booked a room I may have booked a room 
here!here!
3] Robetown Motor Inn, 3] Robetown Motor Inn, 
1 Squire Drive, Robe. 5276.1 Squire Drive, Robe. 5276.
www. robetownmotorinn.www. robetownmotorinn.
com.au/com.au/
receptionreception@@robetownmo-robetownmo-
torinn.com.autorinn.com.au
[08] 8768 2185[08] 8768 2185
This motel has an array of This motel has an array of 
rooms and is located a short rooms and is located a short 
500 metre walk to the cbd 500 metre walk to the cbd 
of Robeof Robe

•  Day 4: Friday, 17 March•  Day 4: Friday, 17 March
Robe to Murray Bridge. Robe to Murray Bridge. 
about 260kmabout 260km
Arrive at Murray Bridge for Arrive at Murray Bridge for 
CITINCITIN 2023. 2023.

CitIn 2023 ~ Murray 
Bridge, SA
WHEN:WHEN: Friday, 17 to Monday,  Friday, 17 to Monday, 

20 March, 202320 March, 2023
WHEREWHERE: Murray Bridge, : Murray Bridge, SASA
COST:COST: Until 15 Jan., ‘23:  Until 15 Jan., ‘23: 

$295/$95 $295/$95 
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Until 17 Feb., ‘23: $320/$95Until 17 Feb., ‘23: $320/$95
Under 5: FreeUnder 5: Free

BOOKINGSBOOKINGS: Essential by Friday, : Essential by Friday, 
17 February 202317 February 2023

BRINGBRING: Everything for a : Everything for a 
long weekend awaylong weekend away

MORE INFOMORE INFO: Greg Moorhouse: Greg Moorhouse
0499 600 8410499 600 841

citin2023citin2023@@clubcitroensa.org.auclubcitroensa.org.au
The booking/registration form The booking/registration form 
is now available on the is now available on the CCOCACCOCA  
websitewebsite https://citroenclassic. https://citroenclassic.
org.auorg.au
Registration fee includes: Friday Registration fee includes: Friday 
evening welcome meal, Satur-evening welcome meal, Satur-
day breakfast, lunch and dinner,day breakfast, lunch and dinner,
Sunday admission to Monarto Sunday admission to Monarto 
Zoo, lunch and dinner, Monday Zoo, lunch and dinner, Monday 
farewell breakfast.farewell breakfast.
It EXCLUDES accommodation, It EXCLUDES accommodation, 
which is your own responsibil-which is your own responsibil-
ity. Accommodation should be ity. Accommodation should be 
booked before submitting your booked before submitting your 
registration form.registration form.
The rivers, the lakes, the Co-The rivers, the lakes, the Co-
orong, the wineries, Monarto orong, the wineries, Monarto 
Zoo,the Bend, the clear night Zoo,the Bend, the clear night 
skies; the bustling rural town of skies; the bustling rural town of 
Murray Bridge and its surround-Murray Bridge and its surround-
ings are well worth exploring.ings are well worth exploring.
The new Bridgeport Hotel in The new Bridgeport Hotel in 
the centre of town, overlooking the centre of town, overlooking 
the mighty River Murray will be the mighty River Murray will be 
the event’s hub.the event’s hub.
Our Our CITINCITIN Committee has  Committee has 
been hard at work planning a been hard at work planning a 
diverse range of activities that diverse range of activities that 
are sure to keep you enter-are sure to keep you enter-
tained!tained!
COVIDCOVID-willing, this 54th gath--willing, this 54th gath-
ering of combined Australian ering of combined Australian 

Citroën Car Clubs will com-Citroën Car Clubs will com-
memorate 75years since the memorate 75years since the 
22CVCV was launched in 1948 and  was launched in 1948 and 
continued in production until continued in production until 
1990 with more than 3.8million 1990 with more than 3.8million 
22CVCVs produced.s produced.
VENUE & ACCOMMODATIONVENUE & ACCOMMODATION
All rooms at the Bridgeport All rooms at the Bridgeport 
Hotel in the centre of town Hotel in the centre of town 
[08 8532 2002] will be held [08 8532 2002] will be held 
for for CITINCITIN reg- reg- istrants until istrants until 
early early D e c e m b e r D e c e m b e r 

2022. Make 2022. Make 
sure to sure to 
ment ion men t ion 
that you that you 

A-TractionsA-Tractions

are part of the are part of the 
CITINCITIN group. group.

The closest caravan park to The closest caravan park to 
the Bridgeport hotel [4km] is the Bridgeport hotel [4km] is 
at at https://murraybridgemarina.https://murraybridgemarina.
com.aucom.au
For other accommodation op-For other accommodation op-
tions, please refer to the Murray tions, please refer to the Murray 
Bridge Visitor Information Cen-Bridge Visitor Information Cen-
tre tre www.murraybridge.sa.gov. www.murraybridge.sa.gov. 
au/discover/visit/vicau/discover/visit/vic
Remember, securing accommo-Remember, securing accommo-
dation is your responsibility.dation is your responsibility.
PROGRAMMEPROGRAMME
•  Friday, 17 March•  Friday, 17 March
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Registration, welcome supper Registration, welcome supper 
and general conviviality and and general conviviality and 
camaraderie.camaraderie.

•  Saturday, 18 March•  Saturday, 18 March
Show and Shine by the river. Show and Shine by the river. 
motorkhana, informal dinner.motorkhana, informal dinner.

•  Sunday, 19 March•  Sunday, 19 March
Observation run, visit to Observation run, visit to 
Monarto Zoo, formal dinner Monarto Zoo, formal dinner 
and presentations.and presentations.
NBNB We have been able to  We have been able to 
secure early preferential secure early preferential 
reservation options for the reservation options for the 
Behind the Scenes Experi-Behind the Scenes Experi-
ence at the Monarto Safari ence at the Monarto Safari 
Park up until 19 December. Park up until 19 December. 
If you choose to take ad-If you choose to take ad-
vantage of the preferential vantage of the preferential 
booking for Behind the booking for Behind the 
Scenes Animal Experience Scenes Animal Experience 
please aim to book into the please aim to book into the 
later sessions as you may later sessions as you may 
have to forego the Observa-have to forego the Observa-
tion run to arrive at Monarto tion run to arrive at Monarto 
Safari Park in time for the Safari Park in time for the 
early Behind the Scenes early Behind the Scenes 

sessions. The preferential sessions. The preferential 
booking form will be emailed booking form will be emailed 
to members by Lee Dennes.to members by Lee Dennes.

•  Monday, 20 March•  Monday, 20 March
Bon voyage breakfast.Bon voyage breakfast.

• April
Florence Thomson TourFlorence Thomson Tour
WHEN:WHEN: Friday, 28 to  Friday, 28 to 

Sunday, 30 AprilSunday, 30 April
WHEREWHERE: Based around : Based around 

WangarattaWangaratta
MORE INFOMORE INFO:  :  

fl orencethomsontourfl orencethomsontour@@gmail.gmail.
comcom

The Florence Thomson Tour The Florence Thomson Tour 
is proudly brought to you by is proudly brought to you by 
the Association of Motoring the Association of Motoring 
Clubs [Clubs [AOMCAOMC] on behalf of the ] on behalf of the 
RACVRACV. The Tour celebrates the . The Tour celebrates the 
pioneering spirit and contribu-pioneering spirit and contribu-
tion of Women to Australian tion of Women to Australian 
motoring. So, ladies, please put motoring. So, ladies, please put 
the date in your diary so you the date in your diary so you 
don’t miss out.don’t miss out.

A-TractionsA-Tractions
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II t is a pleasure to announce t is a pleasure to announce 
that after some time getting that after some time getting 

a scheme worked a scheme worked 
out to take out to take 
pictures of the pictures of the 
missing books missing books 
from our site, from our site, 
all are now up all are now up 
and ready for and ready for 
your perusal.your perusal.

All the books are All the books are 
open for lending open for lending 
and I will be happy to and I will be happy to 
send them on at your send them on at your 
instruction.instruction.

Now that summer Now that summer 
is nearly here is nearly here 
[or is it I won-[or is it I won-
der!] and gen-der!] and gen-
eral meetings eral meetings 
may be held at may be held at 
Frog Hollow, I will Frog Hollow, I will 
bring a selection bring a selection 
of books to each of books to each 
monthly meeting.monthly meeting.

There have been There have been 
a number of new a number of new 
books on the Cit-books on the Cit-
roën marque re-roën marque re-
cently published…cently published…

There two out-There two out-
standing books standing books 
from Citrovi-from Citrovi-
sie which should sie which should 
whet the appetite whet the appetite 
of fanciers of the of fanciers of the 
XMXM [how many re- [how many re-
member this mod-member this mod-
el in a warm and el in a warm and 
fuzzy mode re-fuzzy mode re-
mains a guess] and mains a guess] and 

for those who have an inter-for those who have an inter-
est in the design of a num-est in the design of a num-
ber of notable models by ber of notable models by 
Citroëns head of design Citroëns head of design 
Dan Abramson who Dan Abramson who 
was responsible for the was responsible for the 
shape of the shape of the XMXM, Xan-, Xan-
tia and our beloved tia and our beloved 
Sylvie… the Sylvie… the CC6.6.

I hope to have a I hope to have a 
copy of the copy of the XMXM  
book as a Kris book as a Kris 
Kringle but will Kringle but will 
have to wait have to wait 
and see if my and see if my 

KKKK buddie turns up  buddie turns up 
with a copy. I will defi -with a copy. I will defi -
nitely purchase for my-nitely purchase for my-
self a copy of ‘Sketch-self a copy of ‘Sketch-
book of a Citroën book of a Citroën 
Designer’.Designer’.

After the After the CC6 6 
with maybe with maybe 
one or two one or two 
exceptions and exceptions and 

in my humble opinion in my humble opinion 
Citroën lost their design Citroën lost their design 

individuality to the individuality to the 
panderings of the panderings of the 
great unwashed great unwashed 
and banal car buy-and banal car buy-
ing public.ing public.

So folks, if you So folks, if you 
have an ‘older’ Cit-have an ‘older’ Cit-
roën like a roën like a CC6 for 6 for 
example… keep example… keep 
it and keep it well it and keep it well 
maintained as maintained as 
there will probably there will probably 
never be another never be another 
to rival it.to rival it.

The other book that you The other book that you 

Ad LibAd Lib You SedYou Sed

DDear Leigh, dear Citroën ear Leigh, dear Citroën 
Friends from the other Friends from the other 

end of the earth,end of the earth,
Please let me once again sin-Please let me once again sin-
cerely congratulate you for the cerely congratulate you for the 
incredible quality of your in-incredible quality of your in-
depth articles. depth articles. 

The story of The story of SESE-100, in par--100, in par-
ticular, is so interesting that I feel ticular, is so interesting that I feel 
like opening a debate! In fact, I like opening a debate! In fact, I 
do not subscribe to the author’s do not subscribe to the author’s 
assertion that Citroën had the assertion that Citroën had the 
strategy to produce the strategy to produce the SESE-100 -100 
at Quai Michelet, Levallois. I at Quai Michelet, Levallois. I 
have no doubt that, in 1939, the have no doubt that, in 1939, the 
one and only objective of the one and only objective of the 
factory was to devote to the fu-factory was to devote to the fu-
ture ture TPVTPV production, with daily  production, with daily 
cadences and challenges clearly cadences and challenges clearly 
not compatible with any con-not compatible with any con-
comitant aeronautic activity.comitant aeronautic activity.

Of course World War Of course World War IIII had  had 
changed these plans: suddenly, changed these plans: suddenly, 
the priority has turned to ‘ef-the priority has turned to ‘ef-
fort de guerre’, war effort, and fort de guerre’, war effort, and 
the factory was then in emer-the factory was then in emer-
gency re-confi guration to the gency re-confi guration to the 
production of mechanical parts, production of mechanical parts, 
in particular for in particular for SESE-100. But I -100. But I 
insist, this was sudden and un-insist, this was sudden and un-

wanted, not the result of a long wanted, not the result of a long 
term strategy. term strategy. 

I would be pleased to share a I would be pleased to share a 
beer will Phil Chidlow to con-beer will Phil Chidlow to con-
tinue this debate!tinue this debate!

I could show him that the ‘I could show him that the ‘ACAC’ ’ 
signs visible on the facade of the signs visible on the facade of the 
factory, on page 26, have sur-factory, on page 26, have sur-
vived the destruction: I had the vived the destruction: I had the 
great honour to preserve two great honour to preserve two 
of them, see: of them, see: 
Levallois, 1903-1988 : L’ancre de Levallois, 1903-1988 : L’ancre de 
façade | Le Grenier du Docteur façade | Le Grenier du Docteur 
Estipallas (le-grenier-estipallas.Estipallas (le-grenier-estipallas.
blogspot.com)blogspot.com)

Best regards from France and Best regards from France and 
please continue to offer us such please continue to offer us such 
inspiring reads,inspiring reads,
Dr EstipallasDr Estipallas
Members might recall that Dr Members might recall that Dr 
Estipallas made a signifi cant Estipallas made a signifi cant 
contribution to Volume 46, contribution to Volume 46, 
No 6 of ‘Front Drive’ with an No 6 of ‘Front Drive’ with an 
article entitled ‘1952-55: Hold-article entitled ‘1952-55: Hold-
ing Out for the ing Out for the DSDS’. Since then, ’. Since then, 
as an internationally respected as an internationally respected 
Citroënist he has received [via Citroënist he has received [via 
email] copies of both ‘Front email] copies of both ‘Front 
Drive’ and ‘démarreur’ each Drive’ and ‘démarreur’ each 
month.month.

might point out to Santa is ‘Cit-might point out to Santa is ‘Cit-
roën roën DSDS, The Classic Car in Aus-, The Classic Car in Aus-
tralia’ by Geoff Webber, Helen tralia’ by Geoff Webber, Helen 
Walker and Mark Gordon. This Walker and Mark Gordon. This 
one has the advantage of being one has the advantage of being 
available locally. But we believe available locally. But we believe 
stocks are limited. You can or-stocks are limited. You can or-
der it direct from der it direct from citroenDSau-citroenDSau-

straliastralia@@gmail.comgmail.com
Don’t forget to ask Santa for Don’t forget to ask Santa for 

a Citroën book this Christmas a Citroën book this Christmas 
and if you have been a good and if you have been a good 
boy or girl your wishes may boy or girl your wishes may 
come true.come true.
Max Lewis ~ LibrarianMax Lewis ~ Librarian

Ad Lib [cont’d]Ad Lib [cont’d]
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Period Piece Period Piece II: Ami Super: Ami Super
CC itroen’s decision to slot itroen’s decision to slot 

the small 1,015cc the small 1,015cc GSGS en- en-
gine into the bowels of the Ami gine into the bowels of the Ami 
8 was a welcome surprise as it 8 was a welcome surprise as it 
gave the odd looking small car, gave the odd looking small car, 
hitherto available only with a hitherto available only with a 
sluggardly 602cc fl at twin unit, sluggardly 602cc fl at twin unit, 
a completely fresh appeal. The a completely fresh appeal. The 
enfant terrible has received enfant terrible has received 
what must amount to the big-what must amount to the big-
gest power increase any one gest power increase any one 
model has ever had model has ever had ~~ a mas- a mas-
sive 67% boost from ‘a meek sive 67% boost from ‘a meek 
24k24kWW/32bhp at 5,750 to a far /32bhp at 5,750 to a far 
more virile 40kmore virile 40kWW/53bhp at /53bhp at 
6,000rpm.6,000rpm.

However, what must surely However, what must surely 
dampen a lot of people’s enthu-dampen a lot of people’s enthu-
siasm is the price. With only a siasm is the price. With only a 
fi ver’s change from £1,000 the fi ver’s change from £1,000 the 
Super Club saloon, as tested Super Club saloon, as tested 
here, is expensive for what re-here, is expensive for what re-
mains a utilitarian car.mains a utilitarian car.

Even so, to say that the Ami Even so, to say that the Ami 
has been transformed by the has been transformed by the 
beefi er unit would be a rank beefi er unit would be a rank 
understatement for the per-understatement for the per-
formance gains are impressive. formance gains are impressive. 
Top speed has been pushed up Top speed has been pushed up 

IN SUMMARYIN SUMMARY
FORFOR
•  Quite fast for its class; excellent •  Quite fast for its class; excellent 

brakes; comfortable seats and ride; brakes; comfortable seats and ride; 
good roadholding and ventilation.good roadholding and ventilation.

AGAINSTAGAINST
•  Snatchy transmission and notchy •  Snatchy transmission and notchy 

gearchange; poor driving position; gearchange; poor driving position; 
engine lacks mid-range punch; noisy engine lacks mid-range punch; noisy 
road and wind roar; crude trim road and wind roar; crude trim 
and décor.and décor.
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from 119kph to 142kph with from 119kph to 142kph with 
a best quarter of 145kph, and a best quarter of 145kph, and 
the standing start acceleration the standing start acceleration 
times to 80, 100 and 110kph times to 80, 100 and 110kph 
have been halved. Sixty mph have been halved. Sixty mph 
[[96kph96kph]] came up in 16 came up in 16.4.4seconds seconds 
[[two seconds quicker than Cit-two seconds quicker than Cit-
roën actually claimroën actually claim]] compared  compared 
with 34.3 sec, and 112kph is with 34.3 sec, and 112kph is 
reached in a shade over 24sec, reached in a shade over 24sec, 
compared with more than a compared with more than a 
minute!minute!

Similarly the improved torque Similarly the improved torque 

[[7070.5.5NNm at 3,500rpm instead m at 3,500rpm instead 
of 40of 40.7.7NNm at 4,000rpmm at 4,000rpm]] is very  is very 
noticeable with the 50-80kph noticeable with the 50-80kph 
top gear time cut from 24top gear time cut from 24.5.5 sec  sec 
to 13to 13.5.5..

The light-alloy overhead cam The light-alloy overhead cam 
engine is reasonably economi-engine is reasonably economi-
cal, returning over 9cal, returning over 9.4.4LL/100km at /100km at 
a steady 110kph. In a mixed bag a steady 110kph. In a mixed bag 
of running, most of it quite hard, of running, most of it quite hard, 
we returned an overall fuel con-we returned an overall fuel con-
sumption of 10sumption of 10.1.1LL/100km and /100km and 
have computed a reasonable have computed a reasonable 

Period Piece Period Piece II: Ami Super: Ami Super
touring fi gure of 8touring fi gure of 8.8.8LL/100km. /100km. 
At this average the 40-litre tank At this average the 40-litre tank 
ought to be good for around ought to be good for around 
400km between refi lls.400km between refi lls.

Unfortunately the faults we Unfortunately the faults we 
noted in the early noted in the early GSGS engine are  engine are 
still there: it’s slow to warm up, still there: it’s slow to warm up, 
hesitant at low revs, fussy and hesitant at low revs, fussy and 
noisy when revved hard and, noisy when revved hard and, 
worst of all, lacks bottom-end worst of all, lacks bottom-end 
punch compared with most of punch compared with most of 
its rivals. To get the best from its rivals. To get the best from 
the car you must rev the engine the car you must rev the engine 
hard and swap gears frequently.hard and swap gears frequently.

The need to change gear reg-The need to change gear reg-
ularly serves only to emphasise ularly serves only to emphasise 

the transmission’s snatchy be-the transmission’s snatchy be-
haviour, the lever’s notchy, fl op-haviour, the lever’s notchy, fl op-
py action and poor siting. With-py action and poor siting. With-
out exception, tall or short, our out exception, tall or short, our 
testers complained that the testers complained that the 
fl oor-mounted lever was diffi -fl oor-mounted lever was diffi -
cult to reach; it needs to be at cult to reach; it needs to be at 
least 7cm longer and cranked least 7cm longer and cranked 
back towards the driver.back towards the driver.

The intermediate ratios give The intermediate ratios give 
maxima of 42, 74 and 112kph, maxima of 42, 74 and 112kph, 
though the hole between sec-though the hole between sec-
ond and third is very notice-ond and third is very notice-
able due to the engine’s indif-able due to the engine’s indif-
ferent torque. The gearbox also ferent torque. The gearbox also 
whines a bit, especially on the whines a bit, especially on the 
overrun.overrun.

The Super’s handling is some-The Super’s handling is some-
thing of an acquired taste.’ Shod thing of an acquired taste.’ Shod 
with 15in Michelin with 15in Michelin ZXZXs the Ami s the Ami 

Below: Both the gearlever and facia-Below: Both the gearlever and facia-
mounted handbrake lever are awkward mounted handbrake lever are awkward 
to reach.to reach.
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is surefooted enough to cope is surefooted enough to cope 
with most situations but, cor-with most situations but, cor-
nered quickly, you have to apply nered quickly, you have to apply 
lots of lock as the understeer lots of lock as the understeer 
builds up. It’s virtually impossi-builds up. It’s virtually impossi-
ble to slide the tail, so tenacious ble to slide the tail, so tenacious 
is the rearward grip. Howev-is the rearward grip. Howev-
er, as there is no tuck-in when er, as there is no tuck-in when 
you lift the throttle in mid cor-you lift the throttle in mid cor-
ner, exuberance must be tem-ner, exuberance must be tem-
pered with caution, especially as pered with caution, especially as 
the strong castor action tends the strong castor action tends 
to tear the steering wheel from to tear the steering wheel from 
your grasp. About the straight-your grasp. About the straight-
ahead position, though, the ahead position, though, the 
steering is light, the small diam-steering is light, the small diam-
eter, single-spoke leather-rim eter, single-spoke leather-rim 
wheel being a delight to hold. wheel being a delight to hold. 
Furthermore, fast takeoffs don’t Furthermore, fast takeoffs don’t 
induce a strong induce a strong FWDFWD torque  torque 
reaction at the wheel.reaction at the wheel.

The amount of roll the Ami 8 The amount of roll the Ami 8 
displays has always been some-displays has always been some-
thing of a joke. Fortunately the thing of a joke. Fortunately the 
Super is far more upright. Stout Super is far more upright. Stout 
anti-roll bars have been fi tted anti-roll bars have been fi tted 

front and rear and although it front and rear and although it 
still rolls more than most com-still rolls more than most com-
petitors, we didn’t fi nd it exces-petitors, we didn’t fi nd it exces-
sive.sive.

The all-independent suspen-The all-independent suspen-
sion feels sion feels [[and isand is]] fi rmer than  fi rmer than 
that of the Ami 8 and is a bit that of the Ami 8 and is a bit 
thumpy at low speeds, though thumpy at low speeds, though 
very resilient on unmade tracks. very resilient on unmade tracks. 
It smooths out the quicker you It smooths out the quicker you 
go until, at about 110kph, the go until, at about 110kph, the 
ride is very comfortable indeed. ride is very comfortable indeed. 
Towards maximum speed it Towards maximum speed it 
tends to become fl oaty.tends to become fl oaty.

The improved brakes, unas-The improved brakes, unas-

Period Piece Period Piece II: Ami Super: Ami Super

sisted discs at the front and I sisted discs at the front and I 
drums at the rear, are excellent. drums at the rear, are excellent. 
They pull the car up very well They pull the car up very well 
and are light and progressive and are light and progressive 
into I the bargain. On the other into I the bargain. On the other 
hand we hated the nasty um-hand we hated the nasty um-
brella-type handbrake, situat-brella-type handbrake, situat-
ed under the facia where it re-ed under the facia where it re-
quired quite a stretch to reach. quired quite a stretch to reach. 
It wasn’t very effective, either.It wasn’t very effective, either.

In typical French style the In typical French style the 
seats are very comfortable, seats are very comfortable, 
nicely contoured and providing nicely contoured and providing 
support in all the right places. support in all the right places. 

The seat backs recline and the The seat backs recline and the 
range of fore and aft adjustment range of fore and aft adjustment 
is fair for all but those over 6ft is fair for all but those over 6ft 
tall; they have to suffer a rather tall; they have to suffer a rather 
cramped driving position. Rear cramped driving position. Rear 
seat legroom even behind a seat legroom even behind a 
driver of average height is lim-driver of average height is lim-
ited; in fact the car is strictly a ited; in fact the car is strictly a 
small four seater as the cabin small four seater as the cabin 
is narrow and you tend to sit is narrow and you tend to sit 
shoulder to shoulder.shoulder to shoulder.

The pedal arrangement is The pedal arrangement is 
satisfactory and it’s possible to satisfactory and it’s possible to 
heel and toe. Similarly the lay-heel and toe. Similarly the lay-
out of other important con-out of other important con-
trols, on stalks either side of the trols, on stalks either side of the 
steering wheel, is well thought steering wheel, is well thought 
out. Only for the choke and the out. Only for the choke and the 
heater fan do you have to take heater fan do you have to take 
a hand from the wheel.a hand from the wheel.

As on other Citroëns, the in-As on other Citroëns, the in-
dicators don’t self-cancel dicators don’t self-cancel ~~ an  an 
inexcusable irritation: they don’t inexcusable irritation: they don’t 
even have a warning light. Nor even have a warning light. Nor 
is there a tell tale for the head-is there a tell tale for the head-
lamp main beam control.lamp main beam control.

The lights, Cibie halogen The lights, Cibie halogen 
units, give excellent illumina-units, give excellent illumina-
tion and, by way of a bonus, tion and, by way of a bonus, 
are adjustable through a wide are adjustable through a wide 
arc to compensate for varying arc to compensate for varying 
load heights. Adjustment is by a load heights. Adjustment is by a 
handy knurled knob under the handy knurled knob under the 
facia.facia.

With its fairly high gearing With its fairly high gearing 
the engine is not unreasonably the engine is not unreasonably 
noisy at 110kph, but wind noise noisy at 110kph, but wind noise 
and tyre roar and tyre roar [[especially over especially over 
granite-chip surfacesgranite-chip surfaces]] are quite  are quite 
high and get worse the faster high and get worse the faster 
you travel.you travel.

The heating system is rath-The heating system is rath-

Left: The Super’s boot size is 215litres Left: The Super’s boot size is 215litres 
which a little below the class average.which a little below the class average.
Above: Most of the controls are thought-Above: Most of the controls are thought-
fully grouped about the nicely pad-fully grouped about the nicely pad-
ded steering wheel but the facia looks ded steering wheel but the facia looks 
thrown together.thrown together.
Right: Rear seat accommodation is re-Right: Rear seat accommodation is re-
stricted. The sliding windows on the rear stricted. The sliding windows on the rear 
doors emphasise the car’s utilitarian doors emphasise the car’s utilitarian 
naturenature
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COMPARISONSCOMPARISONS
  Capacity Capacity 

[cc][cc]
Price Price 
££

MaxMax
kphkph

0-96 0-96 
kphkph

50-50-
80kph80kph

Fuel EconomyFuel Economy
Overall  Tour’gOverall  Tour’g

LengthLength
[m][m]

WidthWidth
[m][m]

Weight Weight 
[kg][kg]

BootBoot
[litres][litres]

Ami SuperAmi Super
Austin 1300Austin 1300
Fiat 128Fiat 128
Ford EscortFord Escort
Hillman AvengerHillman Avenger
Morris Marina 1Morris Marina 1.3.3
Triumph ToledoTriumph Toledo
Vauxhall VivaVauxhall Viva

10151015
12751275
11161116
12981298
14981498
12741274
12961296
12561256

995995
957957
10701070
10141014
988988
983983
10391039
924924

141141.6.6
135135.3.3
137137.4.4
139139.4.4
138138.9.9
127127.8.8
135135.0.0
133133.3.3

1616.4.4
1818.4.4
1515.5.5
1616.9.9
1616.2.2
1616.8.8
1717.5.5
1717.0.0

1313.5.5
1414.0.0
1212.7.7
1212.7.7
1010.5.5
1111.0.0
1212.2.2
1111.2.2

1010.5.5
99.8.8
1010.3.3
1010.4.4
1010.6.6
1010.4.4
88.6.6
1111.5.5

88.8.8
77.3.3
99.1.1
88.0.0
99.4.4
77.6.6
77.9.9
77.8.8

33.96.96
33.68.68
33.84.84
44.04.04
44.12.12
44.14.14
33.96.96
44.12.12

11.55.55
11.50.50
11.58.58
11.55.55
11.58.58
11.63.63
11.58.58
11.63.63

955955
10111011
10111011
10111011
10361036
10721072
10211021
10361036

215215
181181
269†269†
226†226†
291†291†
351351
215†215†
280280

† = Measurements taken in boxes† = Measurements taken in boxes
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er poor. Apart from the ma-er poor. Apart from the ma-
jor omission of markings on jor omission of markings on 
the control slides, the output is the control slides, the output is 
weak unless you’re travelling at weak unless you’re travelling at 
speed or are prepared to have speed or are prepared to have 
the noisy fan blasting away. In the noisy fan blasting away. In 
contrast the crude, clam-like, contrast the crude, clam-like, 
fresh air vents which sit either fresh air vents which sit either 
side of the facia, are enormous-side of the facia, are enormous-
ly effective. Fully open they emit ly effective. Fully open they emit 
a veritable gale. However, when a veritable gale. However, when 
they’re not in use, you have to they’re not in use, you have to 
make sure they are fully closed make sure they are fully closed 
or else the in-rushing air whis-or else the in-rushing air whis-
tles loudly.tles loudly.

Instrumentation is confi ned to Instrumentation is confi ned to 
a speedometer, fuel and battery a speedometer, fuel and battery 
condition gauges, plus warn-condition gauges, plus warn-
ing lights for temperature and ing lights for temperature and 
oil pressure. They do their job oil pressure. They do their job 

and no more, lacking much in and no more, lacking much in 
æsthetic appeal. Which brings æsthetic appeal. Which brings 
us to the facia trim. What a us to the facia trim. What a 
mess! Little of it fi ts, and frank-mess! Little of it fi ts, and frank-
ly we’d criticise it in a car with ly we’d criticise it in a car with 
a £700 price tag, let alone one a £700 price tag, let alone one 
bordering on the £1,000 mark.bordering on the £1,000 mark.

Doubtless the car has char-Doubtless the car has char-
acter and the extra power is acter and the extra power is 
bound to appeal to Citroën ad-bound to appeal to Citroën ad-
dicts. But there will probably be dicts. But there will probably be 
lots of sales resistance without lots of sales resistance without 
the services of a good beauti-the services of a good beauti-
cian, inside and out, and per-cian, inside and out, and per-
haps a cut in price too. haps a cut in price too. 
This review fi rst appeared This review fi rst appeared 
in ‘Motor’ magazine in 1973. in ‘Motor’ magazine in 1973. 
Neither the author nor the Neither the author nor the 
photographer is credited, which photographer is credited, which 
is typical of the period. The is typical of the period. The 
original article forms part of the original article forms part of the 
Editor’s collection.Editor’s collection.

Maximum Speeds Maximum Speeds [[kphkph]]

Banked Circuit 142Banked Circuit 142
Best ¼mile 145Best ¼mile 145
Te rminal SpeedTe rminal Speed
at ¼mile 108at ¼mile 108
at 1km 125at 1km 125
at 1mile 133at 1mile 133

Sp eed in GearsSp eed in Gears
1st 421st 42
2nd 742nd 74
3rd 1123rd 112

Acceleration from Rest Acceleration from Rest 
[[secsec]]
0-20 2.50-20 2.5
0-40 4.50-40 4.5
0-60 7.40-60 7.4
0-80 11.80-80 11.8
0-100 18.00-100 18.0
0-120 28.80-120 28.8
Standing km 38.4Standing km 38.4

Acceleration in TopAcceleration in Top
[[sec]sec]
40-60 6.040-60 6.0
60-80 8.060-80 8.0
80-100 11.880-100 11.8
100-120 12.8100-120 12.8
Acceleration in ThirdAcceleration in Third
40-60 6.040-60 6.0
60-80 6.060-80 6.0
80-100 7.580-100 7.5

Fuel ConsumptionFuel Consumption
[[LL/100km/100km]]
Touring 8.8Touring 8.8
Overall 10.1Overall 10.1
Grade 4-starGrade 4-star
Max Range 434kmMax Range 434km
Test Distance 1,448kmTest Distance 1,448km
Speedo Speedo [[mphmph]]
Indicated TrueIndicated True
30 2930 29
50 4850 48
70 6770 67

EngineEngine
Cylinders Flat 4Cylinders Flat 4
Capacity 1,105ccCapacity 1,105cc
Bore/Stroke 74×59mmBore/Stroke 74×59mm
Cooling AirCooling Air
Block Light alloyBlock Light alloy
Head Light alloyHead Light alloy
Valve Valve OHCOHC
Compression 9:1Compression 9:1
Carburettor Carburettor 
 Solex 28 Solex 28CICCIC22
Max Power 39Max Power 39.5.5kkWW
Max Torque 70Max Torque 70.5.5NNmm

TransmissionTransmission
Type 4-speed manualType 4-speed manual
In ternal Ratios In ternal Ratios 
& kph/1,000rpm& kph/1,000rpm
4th 0.8923/244th 0.8923/24
3rd 0.6562/183rd 0.6562/18
2nd 0.4324/122nd 0.4324/12
1st 0.2619/71st 0.2619/7

Body/ChassisBody/Chassis
Construction UnitaryConstruction Unitary
Protection Protection 
Electrophoretic primer Electrophoretic primer 

& paint& paint

SuspensionSuspension
Front Ind/Front Ind/
coil spring and damper coil spring and damper 

plus anti-roll barplus anti-roll bar
Rear Ind/Rear Ind/
coil spring and damper coil spring and damper 

plus anti-roll barplus anti-roll bar
SteeringSteering
Type Rack & pinion, Type Rack & pinion, 

unassistedunassisted
Toe Out 1 to 3mmToe Out 1 to 3mm
Camber 1Camber 1°° 30+45’  30+45’ 

non-adjustablenon-adjustable

BrakesBrakes
Type Disc/DrumType Disc/Drum
Servo NoServo No
Division NoDivision No
Rear Valve YesRear Valve Yes
Adjustment Front onlyAdjustment Front only
WheelsWheels
Type 4Type 4JJ××1515FHFH
Tyres Michelin 135-152Tyres Michelin 135-152XX
Pressures 26Pressures 26FF/28/28RR

PERFORMANCEPERFORMANCE

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONGENERAL SPECIFICATION

Chit Chat Tuesday
WHENWHEN: 1st Tuesday: 1st Tuesday

6 December6 December
3 January ‘233 January ‘23

7 February7 February
TIME:TIME: 10:00am 10:00am
WHERE:WHERE: Laneway Espresso  Laneway Espresso 

Café, DromanaCafé, Dromana
COST:COST: Cheap Eats Cheap Eats
BOOKING:BOOKING: Not required Not required
CONTACT:CONTACT: Warwick Spinaze  Warwick Spinaze 

0407 016 719.0407 016 719.
Laneway Espresso Café Laneway Espresso Café ~~  
next door to the Dromana next door to the Dromana 
Hotel, 167 Nepean H’way, Hotel, 167 Nepean H’way, 
Dromana. Easy to fi nd, plenty Dromana. Easy to fi nd, plenty 
of parking, under-cover seat-of parking, under-cover seat-
ing if the weather is wet. This ing if the weather is wet. This 
is a low key ‘is a low key ‘DIYDIY’ event for ’ event for 
like minded Citroën owners like minded Citroën owners 
to meet and chat.to meet and chat.

PERFORMANCEPERFORMANCE

COMPARISONSCOMPARISONS

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONGENERAL SPECIFICATION
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FFor most people, the les-or most people, the les-
son learned from the oil son learned from the oil 

crisis was that their future mo-crisis was that their future mo-
toring had to Make Sense. The toring had to Make Sense. The 
bitter Arabian wind drove home bitter Arabian wind drove home 
the message that vehicular in-the message that vehicular in-

dulgence has dulgence has ~~ for family men  for family men 
in particular in particular ~~ become a thing  become a thing 
of the past. Economy, practi-of the past. Economy, practi-
cality and versatility are now cality and versatility are now 
the key words in a prospective the key words in a prospective 
car buyer’s vocabulary. As a re-car buyer’s vocabulary. As a re-
sult people are fi nding them-sult people are fi nding them-
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selves looking at car they would selves looking at car they would 
have ignored in the past: plain, have ignored in the past: plain, 
unadorned, unstylish cars like unadorned, unstylish cars like 
the Citroën Ami and Renault 6.the Citroën Ami and Renault 6.

Over the past few months an-Over the past few months an-
other factor has crept into the other factor has crept into the 
scene, a factor that’s as disturb-scene, a factor that’s as disturb-
ing as the high cost of fuel it-ing as the high cost of fuel it-
self: the purchase price of new self: the purchase price of new 
cars. So high have prices rock-cars. So high have prices rock-
eted that a Mini Clubman is now eted that a Mini Clubman is now 
£1,005, a base Escort is £1,063 £1,005, a base Escort is £1,063 
and the lowliest Vauxhall Viva is and the lowliest Vauxhall Viva is 
£1,074. And apart from the Mini £1,074. And apart from the Mini 
Clubman which fi ts into a some-Clubman which fi ts into a some-
what different category, these what different category, these 
cars require assorted items cars require assorted items 
from the options lists to make from the options lists to make 
them even slightly habitable. In them even slightly habitable. In 
short, they are really price lead-short, they are really price lead-
ers with little appeal to motor-ers with little appeal to motor-
ists looking for cars that will give ists looking for cars that will give 
them at least some satisfaction.them at least some satisfaction.

And so the more rounded And so the more rounded 
cars like the Ami and Renault cars like the Ami and Renault 
6 are being thrust steadily into 6 are being thrust steadily into 
the limelight. They tend to of-the limelight. They tend to of-
fer a more civilised family pack-fer a more civilised family pack-
age than others of similar prices, age than others of similar prices, 
and are admired for their com-and are admired for their com-
fort and versatility fort and versatility ~~ something  something 
that is soon seen to be above that is soon seen to be above 
average for their price groups.average for their price groups.

Among Citroën’s Ami range Among Citroën’s Ami range 
~~ the Super has been getting  the Super has been getting 
a good deal of attention. All a good deal of attention. All 
but ignored when it was fi rst but ignored when it was fi rst 
released here, the Ami is now released here, the Ami is now 
seen to offer comfort and fair seen to offer comfort and fair 
room within tight external di-room within tight external di-
mensions as well as perfor-mensions as well as perfor-
mance that is quite outstand-mance that is quite outstand-
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ing for its engine capacity. Many ing for its engine capacity. Many 
people, ignoring its weird looks, people, ignoring its weird looks, 
are fi nding that it presents a are fi nding that it presents a 
very reasonable answer to new very reasonable answer to new 
car problems. car problems. 

For our test we chose an Ami For our test we chose an Ami 
Super Estate in order to take Super Estate in order to take 
the practicality-and-versatility the practicality-and-versatility 
theme to its greatest lengths, theme to its greatest lengths, 
and also to make the Ami Su-and also to make the Ami Su-
per line up more closely with per line up more closely with 
the concept of the Renault the concept of the Renault 
66TLTL, the other car we special-, the other car we special-
ly wanted to look at. After the ly wanted to look at. After the 
recent price rises, the Ami Su-recent price rises, the Ami Su-
per Estate costs £1,154 and the per Estate costs £1,154 and the 
Renault 6Renault 6TLTL £1,230. We select- £1,230. We select-
ed an Escort 1100L Estate to pit ed an Escort 1100L Estate to pit 
against the Ami Super and 6against the Ami Super and 6TLTL  
because it represents the Brit-because it represents the Brit-
ish approach to the same sort ish approach to the same sort 
of problem, and its steep £1,328 of problem, and its steep £1,328 
price serves as a most effective price serves as a most effective 
measuring stick of the value pre-measuring stick of the value pre-
sent in the other two imported sent in the other two imported 
cars. Right here is an example of cars. Right here is an example of 
the question people are starting the question people are starting 
to ask: are British cars going to to ask: are British cars going to 
price themselves off the market price themselves off the market 
in the face of increasingly stiff in the face of increasingly stiff 
competition from imports?competition from imports?
Styling, EngineeringStyling, Engineering

The Ami Super is peculiar-The Ami Super is peculiar-
ly Citroën. With its strangely ly Citroën. With its strangely 
shaped nose, where the head-shaped nose, where the head-
light nacelles seem to be gouged light nacelles seem to be gouged 
out and the bonnet line dips out and the bonnet line dips 
between them, it looks to be between them, it looks to be 
a cross between a piece of ‘fi f-a cross between a piece of ‘fi f-
ties sculpture and something fu-ties sculpture and something fu-
turistic. It is an ugly, but smooth turistic. It is an ugly, but smooth 
shape and one that grows on shape and one that grows on 

you when you are living with you when you are living with 
it day-by-day. You can end up it day-by-day. You can end up 
quite liking it. Of course, a pretty quite liking it. Of course, a pretty 
face is becoming less and less im-face is becoming less and less im-
portant as people re-adjust their portant as people re-adjust their 
motoring priorities, and the Cit-motoring priorities, and the Cit-
roën’s unorthodox looks have roën’s unorthodox looks have 
the decided advantage of being the decided advantage of being 
very good aerodynamically.very good aerodynamically.

Although the Renault 6Although the Renault 6TLTL has  has 
the typically practical French the typically practical French 
approach to styling, its shape is approach to styling, its shape is 
quiet and normal. It is not es-quiet and normal. It is not es-
pecially pretty pecially pretty ~~ nor is it ugly  nor is it ugly ~~  
although it certainly is boxy. It is although it certainly is boxy. It is 
simply functional and neat.simply functional and neat.

The Escort is just as visually The Escort is just as visually 
appealing as it was when intro-appealing as it was when intro-
duced six years ago duced six years ago ~~ a straight- a straight-
forward styling job that has no forward styling job that has no 
fussy areas and does not need a fussy areas and does not need a 
lot of tacked-on, dress-up gear lot of tacked-on, dress-up gear 
to look good. However, by ap-to look good. However, by ap-
pearing rather more stylish than pearing rather more stylish than 
its French competitors it loses its French competitors it loses 
out to them in the increasingly out to them in the increasingly 
important area of space utilisa-important area of space utilisa-
tion, although the estate car is tion, although the estate car is 
nowhere near as bad in this re-nowhere near as bad in this re-
spect as the saloon. In contrast spect as the saloon. In contrast 
with the other two, the Es-with the other two, the Es-
cort does not have the wheel-cort does not have the wheel-
at-each-corner approach that at-each-corner approach that 
proves so handy in giving good proves so handy in giving good 
interior room while keeping the interior room while keeping the 
external dimensions at the min-external dimensions at the min-
imum. To prove the point, all imum. To prove the point, all 
three cars have identical 240cm three cars have identical 240cm 
wheel bases, but at 407cm the wheel bases, but at 407cm the 
Escort is appreciably longer than Escort is appreciably longer than 
the 396cm Citroën and 385cm the 396cm Citroën and 385cm 
Renault. The Escort, at 157cm, is Renault. The Escort, at 157cm, is 

The Traction The Traction 
is at the core of is at the core of CCOCACCOCA  
and next ‘Front Drive’ is and next ‘Front Drive’ is 
focussed on this wonderful car.focussed on this wonderful car.
If you own an Traction, why not make a contribution and send it to If you own an Traction, why not make a contribution and send it to 
Leigh Miles at editor@citroenclassic.org.au by Sunday, 22 January 2023. Leigh Miles at editor@citroenclassic.org.au by Sunday, 22 January 2023. 
Got a picture that merits sharing? Send it as well.Got a picture that merits sharing? Send it as well.

Looking ForwardLooking Forward
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Period Piece Period Piece IIII: Ami Super: Ami Super
5cm wider than the Ami Super 5cm wider than the Ami Super 
and just over 2½cm wider than and just over 2½cm wider than 
the Renault. The tracks are ex-the Renault. The tracks are ex-
tremely close; showing how far tremely close; showing how far 
out Citroën has sited the Ami’s out Citroën has sited the Ami’s 
stance in order to achieve max-stance in order to achieve max-
imum stability and roadhold-imum stability and roadhold-
ing. The Ami stands at 126cm, ing. The Ami stands at 126cm, 
the Escort at 127cm and the the Escort at 127cm and the 
Renault at 127Renault at 127.6.6cm. The Renault cm. The Renault 
is highest at 150cm, 2½cm up is highest at 150cm, 2½cm up 
on the Citroën and nearly 13cm on the Citroën and nearly 13cm 
up on the Escort. That the Es-up on the Escort. That the Es-
cort is so much lower is a fact cort is so much lower is a fact 
that has an important bear-that has an important bear-
ing on the load space: although ing on the load space: although 
the Escort is more than 10cm the Escort is more than 10cm 
longer and 5cm wider, it carries longer and 5cm wider, it carries 
149litres less than the Ami Su-149litres less than the Ami Su-
per, and passenger head room per, and passenger head room 
is more restricted.is more restricted.

The cars’ weights are fairly The cars’ weights are fairly 
similar. The Ami is a fl y-weight similar. The Ami is a fl y-weight 
815kg, the Renault is the mid-815kg, the Renault is the mid-
dleweight at 820kg and the Es-dleweight at 820kg and the Es-
cort the heavyweight at 840kg. cort the heavyweight at 840kg. 
Signifi cantly, it is the Citroën Signifi cantly, it is the Citroën 
that will carry the biggest pay-that will carry the biggest pay-
load of 370kg, compared with load of 370kg, compared with 
365 for the Escort and 357kg 365 for the Escort and 357kg 
for the Renault.for the Renault.

Just as it is the most outland-Just as it is the most outland-
ish in its styling, so the Citroën ish in its styling, so the Citroën 
is the engineering extrovert. is the engineering extrovert. 
Its body is mounted on an ex-Its body is mounted on an ex-
ceptional chassis: in the cen-ceptional chassis: in the cen-
tre there is a big, fl at platform tre there is a big, fl at platform 
with arms extending forward with arms extending forward 
to hold the engine and trans-to hold the engine and trans-
mission, and backwards to pro-mission, and backwards to pro-
vide the rear mounts for the vide the rear mounts for the 
end of the body. At either end end of the body. At either end 
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Period Piece Period Piece IIII: Ami Super: Ami Super
of the main platform section of the main platform section 
hang the suspension members. hang the suspension members. 
And what a strange suspension And what a strange suspension 
it is! The rear has trailing arms it is! The rear has trailing arms 
made of pressed steel sections made of pressed steel sections 
welded up to give a tube-like welded up to give a tube-like 
appearance, and they pivot on appearance, and they pivot on 
the thick tubular ‘axle’ mounted the thick tubular ‘axle’ mounted 
on the chassis platform. This is on the chassis platform. This is 
not so unusual, but the method not so unusual, but the method 
of springing and damping is. In-of springing and damping is. In-
stead of the spring/damper units stead of the spring/damper units 
rising up vertically from the trail-rising up vertically from the trail-
ing arms, they lay horizontal and ing arms, they lay horizontal and 
parallel with the sides of the parallel with the sides of the 
chassis. The shockers connect chassis. The shockers connect 
to mounts that jut down from to mounts that jut down from 
the forward part of the trailing the forward part of the trailing 
arms and then to locating points arms and then to locating points 
on the side of the platform. They on the side of the platform. They 
work in the opposite direction work in the opposite direction 
to normal systems: most of their to normal systems: most of their 
work is done in the rebound work is done in the rebound 
position since as the wheel rises position since as the wheel rises 
over bumps it pulls the shocker over bumps it pulls the shocker 
outwards. The springs, located outwards. The springs, located 
in special enclosed cylinders on in special enclosed cylinders on 
the side of the chassis work the the side of the chassis work the 
same way, linked to the mounts same way, linked to the mounts 
on the trailing arms by metal on the trailing arms by metal 
rods. The front suspension is, rods. The front suspension is, 
in essence, the rear suspension in essence, the rear suspension 
turned around to face forwards. turned around to face forwards. 
Its rods run back to springs Its rods run back to springs 
housed in the same pods as housed in the same pods as 
those for the rear suspension. those for the rear suspension. 
All very strange, but in true Cit-All very strange, but in true Cit-
roën fashion it works admirably roën fashion it works admirably 
and saves a great deal of space and saves a great deal of space 
because the chassis has nothing because the chassis has nothing 
poking up from it to intrude into poking up from it to intrude into 
the body. The Ami’s steering is the body. The Ami’s steering is 

rack-and-pinion with 3rack-and-pinion with 3.4.4turns turns 
lock-to-Iock, the wheels it turns lock-to-Iock, the wheels it turns 
are of course the driven ones. are of course the driven ones. 
Citroëns have had Citroëns have had FWDFWD for so  for so 
long now they are synonymous long now they are synonymous 
with the word . The engine is in with the word . The engine is in 
front of the gearbox, and the in-front of the gearbox, and the in-
board discs are mounted close board discs are mounted close 
in, on the driveshafts.in, on the driveshafts.

The Renault 6 is The Renault 6 is FWDFWD, too. , too. 
But more conservatively so But more conservatively so 
than the Citroën. The 6 is based than the Citroën. The 6 is based 
on the Renault 4 chassis on the Renault 4 chassis ~~ the  the 
body and bigger engine of the body and bigger engine of the 
TLTL are the only major differenc- are the only major differenc-
es es ~~ which means that the front  which means that the front 
suspension is by wishbones, suspension is by wishbones, 
longitudinal torsion bars and an longitudinal torsion bars and an 
anti-roll bar. Trailing arms work anti-roll bar. Trailing arms work 
the independent rear suspen-the independent rear suspen-
sion along with Renault’s fa-sion along with Renault’s fa-
miliar transverse torsion bars. miliar transverse torsion bars. 
Steering is rack-and-pinion with Steering is rack-and-pinion with 
33.8.8turns lock-to-Iock; brakes turns lock-to-Iock; brakes 
are front discs and rear drums, are front discs and rear drums, 
without the complication of without the complication of 
servo assistance.servo assistance.

Mechanically, the Escort is Mechanically, the Escort is 
a real Plain Jane compared a real Plain Jane compared 
with the French pair. Its con-with the French pair. Its con-
struction is unitary, its engine struction is unitary, its engine 
is mounted in the nose and is mounted in the nose and 
drives the rear wheels. Suspen-drives the rear wheels. Suspen-
sion is super conventional with sion is super conventional with 
MacPherson struts and lower MacPherson struts and lower 
links at the front and a live axle links at the front and a live axle 
mounted on leaf springs at the mounted on leaf springs at the 
rear. Steering is rack-and-pinion rear. Steering is rack-and-pinion 
with 3with 3.5.5turns lock-to-lock. The turns lock-to-lock. The 
brakes are drums all round, un-brakes are drums all round, un-
less you pay more for the op-less you pay more for the op-
tional front discs.tional front discs.

SPECIFICATIONSSPECIFICATIONS
  CITROËN AMI SUPER ESTATECITROËN AMI SUPER ESTATE RENAULT R6TLRENAULT R6TL FORD ESCORT ESTATEFORD ESCORT ESTATE
EngineEngine
Material [head/block]Material [head/block]
Main bearings [No]Main bearings [No]
Valve gearValve gear
Capacity [cc]Capacity [cc]
Bore/strokeBore/stroke
Compression ratioCompression ratio
CarburettorsCarburettors
PowerPower
TorqueTorque
CoolingCooling

Alloy/AlloyAlloy/Alloy
33

OHCOHC
1,0151,015
74×5974×59
99.0.0:1:1

Twin choke Weber/SolexTwin choke Weber/Solex
4545.5.5kkWW@@6,750rpm6,750rpm
7373.4.4NNmm@@3,500rpm3,500rpm

AirAir

Alloy/Cast ironAlloy/Cast iron
55

OHVOHV
1,1081,108
70×7270×72
99.5.5:1:1

Single SolexSingle Solex
3232.1.1@@5,500rpm5,500rpm
7777.3.3@@3,500rpm3,500rpm

WaterWater

Cast iron/Cast ironCast iron/Cast iron
55

OHVOHV
1,2981,298

81×6381×63.3.3
99.0.0:1:1

Single FordSingle Ford
4242.5.5@@5,500rpm5,500rpm
9090.8.8@@3,000rpm3,000rpm

WaterWater
TransmissionTransmission
Gearbox ratiosGearbox ratios
Final drive ratioFinal drive ratio
km/1000rpm in topkm/1000rpm in top
ClutchClutch

33.81.81/2/2.31.31/1/1.54.54/1/1.12.12
44.12.12:1:1
2424.0.0

Single dry plateSingle dry plate

1515.3.3/9/9.2.2/6/6.0.0/4/4.2.2
44.12.12:1:1
2424.1.1

Single dry plateSingle dry plate

33.65.65/2/2.18.18/1/1.42.42/1/1.11.11
33.9.9:1:1
--

Single dry plateSingle dry plate
Chassis & bodyChassis & body
Type & method of Type & method of 
constructionconstruction

HH-platform & bolt-on -platform & bolt-on 
panelspanels

All-steel unitaryAll-steel unitary Steel unitarySteel unitary

LightingLighting
HeadlampsHeadlamps
BatteryBattery

2, Tungsten2, Tungsten
12volt12volt

2, Cibie2, Cibie
12volt12volt

2, Tungsten2, Tungsten
12volt12volt

Dimensions [cm/l]Dimensions [cm/l]
WheelbaseWheelbase
Track [Track [FF//RR]]
Overall widthOverall width
Overall lengthOverall length
Overall heightOverall height
Ground clearanceGround clearance
Headroom [Headroom [FF//RR]]
Shoulder room [Shoulder room [FF//RR]]
Legroom [Legroom [FF//RR]]
Luggage capacityLuggage capacity

240240.0.0
125125.7.7/121/121.9.9

154154.9.9
397397.5.5
147147.3.3
1313.0.0

8181.3.3/76/76.2.2
114114.3.3/118/118.1.1

9999.1.1-116-116.8.8/88/88.9.9-73-73.7.7
450450

243243.8.8
128128.3.3/124/124.5.5

149149.9.9
398398.8.8
147147.3.3
1212.7.7
-/--/-
-/--/-
-/--/-

368-1,189368-1,189

240240.0.0
125125.7.7/128/128.3.3

156156.7.7
386386.1.1
142142.2.2
1515.5.5

9595.5.5/95/95.5.5
121121.9.9/126/126.0.0
103103.4.4/83/83.8.8
878-1,529878-1,529

Wheels & TyresWheels & Tyres
WheelsWheels
TyresTyres

44JJ×15×15
135×152135×152

44BB×13×13
145 145 SRSR 13 13

12×4½12×4½
155 155 SRSR 12 radial 12 radial

SPECIFICATIONSSPECIFICATIONS
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Period Piece Period Piece IIII: Ami Super: Ami Super
gine is very fussy when cold; it gine is very fussy when cold; it 
requires full choke and needs a requires full choke and needs a 
lot of mothering for the fi rst few lot of mothering for the fi rst few 
miles, spewing out a great deal miles, spewing out a great deal 
of mixture smoke all the while. of mixture smoke all the while. 
Once properly warm, however, Once properly warm, however, 
the engine is vigorous, smooth the engine is vigorous, smooth 
and willing to rev to very high and willing to rev to very high 
levels. It will run way past levels. It will run way past 
7,000rpm without the slightest 7,000rpm without the slightest 
complaint, something that push-complaint, something that push-
es its gear maximums a long way es its gear maximums a long way 
past its contemporaries, and past its contemporaries, and 
helps in overtaking and press-on helps in overtaking and press-on 
driving along bendy roads. The driving along bendy roads. The 
gear ratios are excellent but the gear ratios are excellent but the 
change is notchy [although the change is notchy [although the 
movements are very short] and movements are very short] and 
fi rst is sometimes hard to fi nd. fi rst is sometimes hard to fi nd. 
Because the Ami Super does Because the Ami Super does 
have good performance for its have good performance for its 
class, you tend to drive it hard class, you tend to drive it hard 
too much of the time. If you take too much of the time. If you take 
it easy, it will give 9it easy, it will give 9.3.3LL/100km /100km 
and better. Thrash the legs off it and better. Thrash the legs off it 
and the consumption goes up to and the consumption goes up to 
1010.9.9 [strangely, the fi gure we re- [strangely, the fi gure we re-
turned is identical with the one turned is identical with the one 
Citroën claim], which still is not Citroën claim], which still is not 
too bad for a 145kph car that too bad for a 145kph car that 
can carry so muchcan carry so much

If the Citroën has the best If the Citroën has the best 
out-and-out performance, the out-and-out performance, the 
Renault 6Renault 6TLTL has the best com- has the best com-
promise between performance promise between performance 
and economy and economy ~~ it records  it records 
142kph and 8142kph and 8.6.6LL/100km when /100km when 
driven as hard as it will go. In driven as hard as it will go. In 
fact, the 6fact, the 6TLTL feels faster than  feels faster than 
its acceleration fi gures show its acceleration fi gures show 
because its strong torque and because its strong torque and 
traditional Renault smoothness traditional Renault smoothness 

With its air-cooled, fl at four-With its air-cooled, fl at four-
cylinder engine, the Citroën cylinder engine, the Citroën 
again leads the way so far as in-again leads the way so far as in-
teresting engineering goes. The teresting engineering goes. The 
little 1,015cc unit, with its 74mm little 1,015cc unit, with its 74mm 
bore and 59mm stroke , comes bore and 59mm stroke , comes 
from the from the GSGS; the Ami Super was ; the Ami Super was 
created by the now well-used created by the now well-used 
trick of dropping the engine trick of dropping the engine 
from a more powerful car into a from a more powerful car into a 
body originally intended to use body originally intended to use 
a smaller unit [the standard Ami a smaller unit [the standard Ami 
8 has the Dyane 602cc engine].8 has the Dyane 602cc engine].

The fl at four gives the Su-The fl at four gives the Su-
per 40per 40.3.3kkWW at 6,500rpm and  at 6,500rpm and 
6767.8.8NNm of torque at 3500rpm, m of torque at 3500rpm, 
getting its oomph from a com-getting its oomph from a com-
pression ratio of 9pression ratio of 9.0.0 to one and  to one and 
single overhead camshafts, on single overhead camshafts, on 
each bank of cylinders. Drive is each bank of cylinders. Drive is 
taken through the four-speed taken through the four-speed 
gearbox and driveshafts fi tted gearbox and driveshafts fi tted 
with constant velocity joints at with constant velocity joints at 
each end to the front wheels. each end to the front wheels. 
Although it is the smallest en-Although it is the smallest en-
gine of the three, the Citroën gine of the three, the Citroën 
four is the most powerful. The four is the most powerful. The 
1,098cc [81mm by 53mm] Ford 1,098cc [81mm by 53mm] Ford 
engine has 35engine has 35.8.8kkWW at 5,500rpm  at 5,500rpm 
with 74with 74.6.6NNm at 3,000rpm. m at 3,000rpm. 
The 1,108cc [70mm by 72mm] The 1,108cc [70mm by 72mm] 
Renault engine is less powerful Renault engine is less powerful 
again at, 35again at, 35.1.1kkWW at 5,500rpm,  at 5,500rpm, 
but it has the heftiest torque of but it has the heftiest torque of 
7777.3.3NNm at 3,000rpm. Where-m at 3,000rpm. Where-
as the Citroën engine is in as the Citroën engine is in 
front of its gearbox, and there-front of its gearbox, and there-
fore ahead of the axle line, the fore ahead of the axle line, the 
Renault is face-about in the Renault is face-about in the 
fashion of the fashion of the RR4 and 4 and RR16. The 16. The 
gearbox is nearest the nose, gearbox is nearest the nose, 
with the engine tucking in be-with the engine tucking in be-

hind the axle line and sitting up hind the axle line and sitting up 
against the fi rewall. Like the Cit-against the fi rewall. Like the Cit-
roën, both the Renault and Es-roën, both the Renault and Es-
cort use four-speed, all-synchro cort use four-speed, all-synchro 
gearboxes. The fi nal-drive ra-gearboxes. The fi nal-drive ra-
tios are similar: Renault 4tios are similar: Renault 4.13.13, Es-, Es-
cort 4cort 4.12.12 and Citroën 4 and Citroën 4.01.01. But . But 
because the Citroën does not because the Citroën does not 
have a 1have a 1.0.0 to one top gear [it is  to one top gear [it is 
11.12.12] its overall gearing is lower ] its overall gearing is lower 
so that it gives 24kph/l000rpm so that it gives 24kph/l000rpm 
compared with the Renault’s compared with the Renault’s 
2424.1.1kph and the Escort’s 24kph and the Escort’s 24.9.9..
PerformancePerformance

Part of the appeal of the Cit-Part of the appeal of the Cit-
roën Ami Super can be traced roën Ami Super can be traced 
to the fact that it is something to the fact that it is something 
of a of a QQ-car. It is small, it is weird--car. It is small, it is weird-
looking, it is practical and ver-looking, it is practical and ver-
satile but it goes-and goes satile but it goes-and goes ~~ a  a 
lot harder than anyone has the lot harder than anyone has the 
right to expect of a 1,000cc ve-right to expect of a 1,000cc ve-
hicle of its size. Since it is not hicle of its size. Since it is not 
much lighter than the Renault much lighter than the Renault 
6 and Escort and not that much 6 and Escort and not that much 
more powerful, it must be con-more powerful, it must be con-
cluded that its weird shape is cluded that its weird shape is 
highly effi cient aerodynamical-highly effi cient aerodynamical-
ly. Contrast the 0-96kph times ly. Contrast the 0-96kph times 
of the three cars: the Ami Su-of the three cars: the Ami Su-
per gets there in a very good per gets there in a very good 
1515.4.4seconds compared with seconds compared with 
the Renault’s 18the Renault’s 18.2.2 and the Es- and the Es-
cort’s tardy 19cort’s tardy 19.6.6. Those same . Those same 
aerodynamics must also do aerodynamics must also do 
their bit towards the Ami’s fi ne their bit towards the Ami’s fi ne 
top speed of 147kph, a velocity top speed of 147kph, a velocity 
that not only gets it well clear that not only gets it well clear 
of Renault’s 142kph and Escort’s of Renault’s 142kph and Escort’s 
132kph but is enough to give the 132kph but is enough to give the 
drivers of many larger engined drivers of many larger engined 
cars a fright. The Citroën en-cars a fright. The Citroën en-

PRICES & COSTSPRICES & COSTS
  CITROËN AMI CITROËN AMI 

SUPER EST.SUPER EST.
RENAULT RENAULT 
R6TLR6TL

FORD ES-FORD ES-
CORT EST.CORT EST.

Price StructurePrice Structure
Base PriceBase Price
Purchase tax/Purchase tax/VATVAT
Price as testedPrice as tested

--
--

£1,154£1,154

£1,032£1,032
--

£1,229.80£1,229.80

£1,159.80£1,159.80
£194.91£194.91
£1,354.19£1,354.19

Spares PricesSpares Prices
Engine [exchange]Engine [exchange]
Gearbox [exch]Gearbox [exch]
Differential [exch]Differential [exch]
Clutch unitClutch unit
Brake discBrake disc
Brake pads [pr]Brake pads [pr]
Drum liningsDrum linings
Fuel pumpFuel pump
Damper [Damper [FF]]
Exhaust systemExhaust system
Oil fi lterOil fi lter
Dynamo/AlternatorDynamo/Alternator
Contact breaker setContact breaker set
Starter motorStarter motor
SpeedometerSpeedometer
Front door [primer]Front door [primer]
Bonnet [primer]Bonnet [primer]
Front bumperFront bumper
WiundscreenWiundscreen

199199.00.00
109109.00.00
3737.83.83
88.95.95
77.51.51
55.46.46
66.34.34
66.59.59
55.08.08
2929.66.66
11.41.41
2626.49.49
11.63.63
2727.50.50
55.69.69
2121.27.27
2525.89.89
1616.72.72
1010.31.31

9999.00.00
110110.00.00
1717.32.32
44.60.60
77.50.50
11.78.78
11.78.78
66.11.11
66.38.38
2323.34.34
11.60.60
1515.27.27
00.89.89
1515.05.05
99.29.29
2626.80.80
2929.40.40
1313.94.94
1515.05.05

121121.46.46
6666.31.31
4949.07.07
1212.73.73
44.48.48
55.10.10
11.73.73
77.18.18
1313.45.45
1919.12.12
11.90.90
1515.37.37
00.50.50
3838.67.67
44.28.28
2626.20.20
1919.67.67
44.42.42
3333.28.28

Maintenance [hrs]Maintenance [hrs]
Remove/replace Remove/replace 
engine/gearboxengine/gearbox
Replace clutchReplace clutch
Renewing brake Renewing brake 
pads/shoespads/shoes
Remove/replace Remove/replace 
exhaust systemexhaust system

66.5.5

77.0.0
00.5.5

11.2.2

1111.5.5

44.0.0
33.15.15

33.35.35

22.5.5

22.1.1
00.5.5

11.5.5

PRICES & COSTSPRICES & COSTS
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make it feel potent. Staying very make it feel potent. Staying very 
smooth right through the rev smooth right through the rev 
range, the Renault engine is hap-range, the Renault engine is hap-
py to soar past its peak power py to soar past its peak power 
point, so that it will hang onto point, so that it will hang onto 
gears in tight situations. The Es-gears in tight situations. The Es-
cort’s engine is rather the lame cort’s engine is rather the lame 
duck of the trio. It is torquey and duck of the trio. It is torquey and 
smooth low down, but it does smooth low down, but it does 
not like to rev out, getting rough not like to rev out, getting rough 
and noisy past 5,000rpm. Be-and noisy past 5,000rpm. Be-
sides returning the worst per-sides returning the worst per-
formance fi gures, the Escort also formance fi gures, the Escort also 
uses the most fuel: 9uses the most fuel: 9.5.5LL/100km /100km 
overall. In economy, it offers no overall. In economy, it offers no 
advantage over the more pow-advantage over the more pow-
erful 1,300 engine. Flat out the erful 1,300 engine. Flat out the 
Escort only does 132kph.Escort only does 132kph.
Tuning PotentialTuning Potential

Obviously, if more power is Obviously, if more power is 
your thought for the Escort then your thought for the Escort then 
it is best to opt for the 1,300 it is best to opt for the 1,300 
engine from the start. However, engine from the start. However, 
the 1,100 engine can be cleaned the 1,100 engine can be cleaned 
up somewhat in the cylinder up somewhat in the cylinder 
head and fi tted with improved head and fi tted with improved 
manifolding to give it both more manifolding to give it both more 
power, more revs and better power, more revs and better 
economy. The myriad of Ford economy. The myriad of Ford 
tuning shops will advise you on tuning shops will advise you on 
parts availability and costs.parts availability and costs.

Not much can be done to the Not much can be done to the 
Citroën and Renault engines. Citroën and Renault engines. 
The Citroën engine is highly ef-The Citroën engine is highly ef-
fi cient in its present state, and fi cient in its present state, and 
tampering with it probably is tampering with it probably is 
not worth the trouble. Renault not worth the trouble. Renault 
engines always have a lot of po-engines always have a lot of po-
tential left in them, but fi nding tential left in them, but fi nding 
someone to competently carry someone to competently carry 
out the work could be diffi cult. out the work could be diffi cult. 
A check with a long-established A check with a long-established 

Renault dealer would be the Renault dealer would be the 
best bet.best bet.
Maintenance and SparesMaintenance and Spares

This is the area where Ford’s This is the area where Ford’s 
design and engineering simplicity design and engineering simplicity 
pays off. The car is so basic any pays off. The car is so basic any 
home mechanic can tackle its home mechanic can tackle its 
maintenance and repairs. And maintenance and repairs. And 
the Ford dealer chain is so vast the Ford dealer chain is so vast 
there should never be any prob-there should never be any prob-
lem getting parts or service.lem getting parts or service.

Both the French companies, Both the French companies, 
however, have extensive set-however, have extensive set-
ups in Britain. Renault, who ups in Britain. Renault, who 
are the biggest car importer in are the biggest car importer in 
the UK have good spares avail-the UK have good spares avail-
ability so there should never be ability so there should never be 
trouble getting parts, although trouble getting parts, although 
they’re going to cost more than they’re going to cost more than 
those for the Escort. Service those for the Escort. Service 
intervals are 5,000km for the intervals are 5,000km for the 
Ami, 10,000 for the Escort and Ami, 10,000 for the Escort and 
15,000 for the Renault.15,000 for the Renault.
Handling, Steering and BrakesHandling, Steering and Brakes

The trio splits here, with the The trio splits here, with the 
FWDFWD Renault and Ami pairing  Renault and Ami pairing 
off on one side and the Escort off on one side and the Escort 
standing alone on the other. standing alone on the other. 
Naturally, the Naturally, the FWDFWD cars unders- cars unders-
teer, and in true French tradition teer, and in true French tradition 
they body-roll profusely. But in they body-roll profusely. But in 
the case of the Ami the body the case of the Ami the body 
roll is of no concern and unders-roll is of no concern and unders-
teer is minimal. Steering is mod-teer is minimal. Steering is mod-
erately heavy and you need to erately heavy and you need to 
get used to the self-centring ac-get used to the self-centring ac-
tion under full power, but the tion under full power, but the 
Citroën handles very well, go-Citroën handles very well, go-
ing around corners very rapid-ing around corners very rapid-
ly with a good deal of precision. ly with a good deal of precision. 
The roadholding is very good The roadholding is very good 

indeed, giving the driver confi -indeed, giving the driver confi -
dence and letting him use the lit-dence and letting him use the lit-
tle engine’s performance to the tle engine’s performance to the 
full. In this area, too, the driv-full. In this area, too, the driv-
ers of many theoretically faster ers of many theoretically faster 
and more sporting vehicles get a and more sporting vehicles get a 
shock, for the Ami Super is a Q shock, for the Ami Super is a Q 
car in more ways than one.car in more ways than one.

In layout and concept the In layout and concept the 
Renault 6Renault 6TLTL is virtually a small- is virtually a small-
er version of the er version of the RR16. Unfor-16. Unfor-
tunately it does not behave as tunately it does not behave as 
impeccably as the 16, revealing impeccably as the 16, revealing 
that in engineering it is nothing that in engineering it is nothing 
but a bigger-engined but a bigger-engined RR4. In the 4. In the 
RR4 and 4 and RR16, you get body roll, 16, you get body roll, 
but it comes in and goes out but it comes in and goes out 
with a gentle fl owing motion with a gentle fl owing motion 
that you soon learn to enjoy. In that you soon learn to enjoy. In 
the the RR6, the body roll does not 6, the body roll does not 
work like this, the movements work like this, the movements 
feeling out of phase with the feeling out of phase with the 
steering and leaving the car feel-steering and leaving the car feel-
ing poorly balanced; it doesn’t ing poorly balanced; it doesn’t 
make you feel as-safe as other make you feel as-safe as other 
Renaults do. And where they Renaults do. And where they 
have only a little understeer, the have only a little understeer, the 
6 has a great deal. Come too 6 has a great deal. Come too 
hard into a roundabout and you hard into a roundabout and you 
think you’re going to go charg-think you’re going to go charg-
ing straight on. So the car can-ing straight on. So the car can-
not be driven with the fervour not be driven with the fervour 
usually applied to Renault-ped-usually applied to Renault-ped-
alling. It feels to be what it is: a alling. It feels to be what it is: a 
chassis that has had too much chassis that has had too much 
power stuffed into it and too power stuffed into it and too 
much weight added onto it.much weight added onto it.

Handling is the Escort’s forte. Handling is the Escort’s forte. 
Its steering is remarkably light Its steering is remarkably light 
and very smooth, and it directs and very smooth, and it directs 
the car with pin-point accuracy. the car with pin-point accuracy. 
The Escort goes around corners The Escort goes around corners 

EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT
  CITROËN AMI CITROËN AMI 

SUPER EST.SUPER EST.
RENAULT RENAULT 
R6TLR6TL

FORD ES-FORD ES-
CORT EST.CORT EST.

Safety beltsSafety belts
Tool kitTool kit
HeaterHeater
Rear window demisterRear window demister
Cigar lighterCigar lighter
Map lightMap light
Fog lightsFog lights
Spot lightsSpot lights
ClockClock
Fresh air ventilationFresh air ventilation
Hazard warningHazard warning
Sun visorsSun visors
TachometerTachometer
Sliding roofSliding roof
Vanity mirrorVanity mirror
Reversing lightsReversing lights
Coat hooksCoat hooks
Grab handlesGrab handles
Reclining seatsReclining seats
Wash/wipe facilityWash/wipe facility
Map pocketMap pocket
Boot lightBoot light
Engine lightEngine light
Adjustable steeringAdjustable steering
Oil pressure gaugeOil pressure gauge
Oil temp gaugeOil temp gauge
Water temp gaugeWater temp gauge
AmmeterAmmeter
Locking petrol capLocking petrol cap
UndersealUnderseal
GloveboxGlovebox
Parcel shelf [Parcel shelf [FF//RR]]
HeadrestsHeadrests
Steering lockSteering lock
Parking lightsParking lights
Door armrestsDoor armrests
Centre armrest [Centre armrest [FF//RR]]
Dipping mirrorDipping mirror
Laminated screenLaminated screen
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Period Piece Period Piece IIII: Ami Super: Ami Super
with a great deal of nimbleness with a great deal of nimbleness 
and understeer only intrudes and understeer only intrudes 
when you are pushing it so hard when you are pushing it so hard 
you are reaching the very limits you are reaching the very limits 
of the roadholding. In the wet, of the roadholding. In the wet, 
the breakaway is progressive the breakaway is progressive 
and you get plenty of warning, and you get plenty of warning, 
and correction is easy. In short, and correction is easy. In short, 
the car has delightful handling the car has delightful handling 
on smooth roads. Bumpy bends on smooth roads. Bumpy bends 
make it hop about, and overall make it hop about, and overall 
the roadholding is not as good the roadholding is not as good 
as the Citroën’s. Of course, as the Citroën’s. Of course, 
Ford always supplies its test cars Ford always supplies its test cars 
on wide wheels and radials but on wide wheels and radials but 
even without them the Escort even without them the Escort 
does handle very well.does handle very well.

Normally, Amis have good Normally, Amis have good 
brakes. But our test cars re-brakes. But our test cars re-
quired a great deal of effort to quired a great deal of effort to 
pull up in anything like a hurry pull up in anything like a hurry 
and then only with some jud-and then only with some jud-
dering. Brakes in the Renault dering. Brakes in the Renault 
were excellent, retarding the were excellent, retarding the 
car quickly and smoothly with car quickly and smoothly with 
modest effort at the pedal. modest effort at the pedal. 
With its standard drums, the With its standard drums, the 
Escort does not pull up as well Escort does not pull up as well 
as the other two disc-braked as the other two disc-braked 
car. But when the optional discs car. But when the optional discs 
are fi tted it stops well enough, are fi tted it stops well enough, 
although the tail is prone to skit-although the tail is prone to skit-
tering about under really hard tering about under really hard 
braking. Sometimes the Escort braking. Sometimes the Escort 
will pull to the left or right as the will pull to the left or right as the 
whim takes it, but at least pedal whim takes it, but at least pedal 
pressure is light at all times.pressure is light at all times.
Ride and ComfortRide and Comfort

This is the area where the This is the area where the 
French cars completely over-French cars completely over-
shadow the Escort, and all oth-shadow the Escort, and all oth-
er small British vehicles. It is not er small British vehicles. It is not 

possible to fi nd a current French possible to fi nd a current French 
car with a poor ride [except the car with a poor ride [except the 
Chrysler 180], and just about all Chrysler 180], and just about all 
of them have very good seats. of them have very good seats. 
Citroën and Renault are masters Citroën and Renault are masters 
of the two arts. There is little to of the two arts. There is little to 
choose between the ride of the choose between the ride of the 
Ami and the Renault: both are Ami and the Renault: both are 
very good, soaking up bumps very good, soaking up bumps 
with ease. The Ami’s seats are with ease. The Ami’s seats are 
well-shaped and comfortable, well-shaped and comfortable, 
fi nished in soft cloth. But the fi nished in soft cloth. But the 
narrowness of the car means narrowness of the car means 
that the driver and his passenger that the driver and his passenger 
sit close together. Rear legroom sit close together. Rear legroom 
is not great, but it is adequate; is not great, but it is adequate; 
overall the Ami is a good four-overall the Ami is a good four-
seater. As well as having a squab seater. As well as having a squab 
that tilts forward to extend the that tilts forward to extend the 
load area, the rear seat can be load area, the rear seat can be 
removed completely in a matter removed completely in a matter 
of seconds, turning the Ami Su-of seconds, turning the Ami Su-
per estate into a small van with per estate into a small van with 
a 1,472litres of load space.a 1,472litres of load space.

The Renault feels rather more The Renault feels rather more 
relaxed inside, having more relaxed inside, having more 
room and a more conventional room and a more conventional 
appearance. Rising well up your appearance. Rising well up your 
back, its front seats are excel-back, its front seats are excel-
lent and the bench in the rear lent and the bench in the rear 
is nearly as good. Rear space is is nearly as good. Rear space is 
better than the Citroën’s, and better than the Citroën’s, and 
overall the 6overall the 6TLTL feels very com- feels very com-
fortable. It has a clear edge over fortable. It has a clear edge over 
both the Citroën and Escort so both the Citroën and Escort so 
far as noise is concerned, riding far as noise is concerned, riding 
more quietly over harsh surfac-more quietly over harsh surfac-
es and not having as much wind es and not having as much wind 
or mechanical noise. Because of or mechanical noise. Because of 
these things, the Renault is more these things, the Renault is more 
relaxed and feels more refi ned.relaxed and feels more refi ned.

The Escort’s ride is comfort-The Escort’s ride is comfort-

able enough on smooth to able enough on smooth to 
moderately bumpy surfaces. moderately bumpy surfaces. 
But when it hits pitted roads or But when it hits pitted roads or 
hefty bumps it does not have hefty bumps it does not have 
the ability to soak them up the ability to soak them up 
like the French cars. The front like the French cars. The front 
seat squabs do not rise up high seat squabs do not rise up high 
enough on the Escort, but oth-enough on the Escort, but oth-
erwise the seats are not too erwise the seats are not too 
bad, even though they are not bad, even though they are not 
up to the French cars’ standards. up to the French cars’ standards. 
Headroom in the rear is restrict-Headroom in the rear is restrict-
ed although legroom is quite ed although legroom is quite 
good [better than in the Es-good [better than in the Es-
cort saloon, in fact]. A problem cort saloon, in fact]. A problem 
with the Escort is that it is only a with the Escort is that it is only a 
two-door, a point that puts it at two-door, a point that puts it at 
a disadvantage compared with a disadvantage compared with 
the other cars. Access to the the other cars. Access to the 
rear seat is not good because rear seat is not good because 
the front seat squab does not the front seat squab does not 
come forward far enough. The come forward far enough. The 
low height of the Escort’s roof low height of the Escort’s roof 
[remember, it’s 10cm down on [remember, it’s 10cm down on 
the the RR66TLTL] also means the car is ] also means the car is 
more awkward to load than the more awkward to load than the 
other two and while it will carry other two and while it will carry 
more than the Renault [which , more than the Renault [which , 
after all is only a versatile saloon after all is only a versatile saloon 
that happens to have a folding that happens to have a folding 
rear seat] it doesn’t have the ca-rear seat] it doesn’t have the ca-
pacity of the Ami.pacity of the Ami.
Controls and InstrumentsControls and Instruments

The driving positions of all The driving positions of all 
three cars are quite good, al-three cars are quite good, al-
though the Escort’s is best. though the Escort’s is best. 
You sit easily behind the wheel, You sit easily behind the wheel, 
which is at perfect reach to be which is at perfect reach to be 
played effortlessly and pleasant-played effortlessly and pleasant-
ly through the hands. The gear ly through the hands. The gear 
lever is well-located too, and lever is well-located too, and 
works beautifully through its works beautifully through its 

gate. Along with the handling, gate. Along with the handling, 
the gearchange is one of the de-the gearchange is one of the de-
lights of the Escort. The pedals lights of the Escort. The pedals 
are well-placed are well-placed ~~ toe-and-heel- toe-and-heel-
ing is a snack ing is a snack ~~ and everything  and everything 
works lightly and precisely. Mi-works lightly and precisely. Mi-
nor controls are not quite so nor controls are not quite so 
good: the one column stalk only good: the one column stalk only 
works the turn indicators, fl ash-works the turn indicators, fl ash-
ers, dipswitch and horn. To turn ers, dipswitch and horn. To turn 
on the lights requires a reach on the lights requires a reach 
under the right hand side of under the right hand side of 
the dash, and to get the wipers the dash, and to get the wipers 
working means reaching around working means reaching around 
the wheel to the rocker switch the wheel to the rocker switch 
set into the dash on the left. The set into the dash on the left. The 
two-speed fan control is next to two-speed fan control is next to 
the wipers switch. Washers are the wipers switch. Washers are 
worked by a diaphragm but-worked by a diaphragm but-
ton on the fl oor. The car in our ton on the fl oor. The car in our 
photographs had the sports in-photographs had the sports in-
strument cluster, but the stand-strument cluster, but the stand-
ard cluster has only a speedo ard cluster has only a speedo 
and another dial that houses and another dial that houses 
the gauges for fuel and water the gauges for fuel and water 
temperature. Ventilation in the temperature. Ventilation in the 
Escort is feeble, and the fas-Escort is feeble, and the fas-
cia vents have to be swivelled cia vents have to be swivelled 
about to change the air’s direc-about to change the air’s direc-
tion from face level to the wind-tion from face level to the wind-
screen if demisting is necessary. screen if demisting is necessary. 
Equipment is sparse. There is no Equipment is sparse. There is no 
locking glovebox, only an open locking glovebox, only an open 
parcels shelf in front of the front parcels shelf in front of the front 
passenger; a heated rear win-passenger; a heated rear win-
dow is an extra and the seats dow is an extra and the seats 
only adjust fore-and-aft.only adjust fore-and-aft.

While the Citroën Ami has a While the Citroën Ami has a 
comfortable driving seat, some comfortable driving seat, some 
people will fi nd that it cannot people will fi nd that it cannot 
be moved far enough back: the be moved far enough back: the 
pedals remain just a little too pedals remain just a little too 
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Period Piece Period Piece IIII: Ami Super: Ami Super
close. The reach to the steering close. The reach to the steering 
wheel is good, and the view out wheel is good, and the view out 
of the car superb; getting hold of the car superb; getting hold 
of the gear lever is another mat-of the gear lever is another mat-
ter: it is far too short. Toe-and-ter: it is far too short. Toe-and-
heeling is possible, but not re-heeling is possible, but not re-
ally easy in the Ami. Otherwise, ally easy in the Ami. Otherwise, 
the pedals have short throws the pedals have short throws 
and work pleasantly. The minor and work pleasantly. The minor 
controls are worked by stalks in controls are worked by stalks in 
the Ami. Turning a knob on the the Ami. Turning a knob on the 
lone right-hand stalk brings on lone right-hand stalk brings on 
the lights, and moving the stalk the lights, and moving the stalk 
to-and-fro alters the beam. The to-and-fro alters the beam. The 
horn is there too. A short left horn is there too. A short left 
hand stalk turns on the indica-hand stalk turns on the indica-
tors and a longer one behind it tors and a longer one behind it 
works the wipers and washers.works the wipers and washers.

The dashboard looks ex-The dashboard looks ex-
tremely basic in the Ami: it could tremely basic in the Ami: it could 
only be found only be found ~~ and accepted  and accepted ~~  
in a Citroën. A wide plastic sur-in a Citroën. A wide plastic sur-
round on the steering column round on the steering column 
fans out to shroud the bases of fans out to shroud the bases of 
the control stalks, and set into the control stalks, and set into 
its face are the tiny gauges for its face are the tiny gauges for 
battery condition and fuel con-battery condition and fuel con-
tents. The speedo is sunk deep tents. The speedo is sunk deep 
into a nacelle between the bot-into a nacelle between the bot-
tom of this steering-column sur-tom of this steering-column sur-
round and the main part of the round and the main part of the 
dash. It looks very simple and dash. It looks very simple and 
basic. The heater controls are basic. The heater controls are 
easy to reach but the heater easy to reach but the heater 
does not work very well with-does not work very well with-
out the noisy fan switched on. out the noisy fan switched on. 
The fresh-air ventilation is ex-The fresh-air ventilation is ex-
cellent, working through huge cellent, working through huge 
vents set into each side of the vents set into each side of the 
fascia. Once again, they are su-fascia. Once again, they are su-
per-simple but work admirably. per-simple but work admirably. 
Although the Citroën appears Although the Citroën appears 

to be very basically equipped, it to be very basically equipped, it 
does have cloth seats, a heated does have cloth seats, a heated 
rear window, disc brakes, radi-rear window, disc brakes, radi-
al tyres and its headlamps are al tyres and its headlamps are 
adjustable to compensate for adjustable to compensate for 
loads changing the height of the loads changing the height of the 
beams. To adjust them you sim-beams. To adjust them you sim-
ply reach under the dash and ply reach under the dash and 
turn a knob. The Ami’s win-turn a knob. The Ami’s win-
dows slide instead of winding dows slide instead of winding 
down, showing that cost-cutting down, showing that cost-cutting 
has been applied.has been applied.

The Renault’s driving position The Renault’s driving position 
is more upright than the others. is more upright than the others. 
It is still very comfortable and It is still very comfortable and 
offers the driver excellent vision offers the driver excellent vision 
in all directions. The pedals are in all directions. The pedals are 
light to work and well-located, light to work and well-located, 
but the gearlever juts out of the but the gearlever juts out of the 
fascia like that of the fascia like that of the RR4 and 4 and RR5. 5. 
It looks strange but works well It looks strange but works well 
enough. The dash of the enough. The dash of the RR6 has 6 has 
a certain simplicity and is distinc-a certain simplicity and is distinc-
tively French, though nowhere tively French, though nowhere 
near as eccentric as the Ami’s. near as eccentric as the Ami’s. 
The speedo is set into a plas-The speedo is set into a plas-
ticky surround and is very ba-ticky surround and is very ba-
sic like the Ami’s; near it are the sic like the Ami’s; near it are the 
fuel gauge and voltmeter. A stalk fuel gauge and voltmeter. A stalk 
on the column works the indica-on the column works the indica-
tors, and a second one cares for tors, and a second one cares for 
the lights, fl ashers and horn. Set the lights, fl ashers and horn. Set 
into the right hand side of the into the right hand side of the 
dash, and quite easy to reach, dash, and quite easy to reach, 
are rocker switches for the wip-are rocker switches for the wip-
ers, two-speed fan and heated ers, two-speed fan and heated 
rear window. The wipers have rear window. The wipers have 
only one speed and you must only one speed and you must 
press the button to make them press the button to make them 
park. Heater and air direct ion park. Heater and air direct ion 
controls are in the centre of the controls are in the centre of the 
fascia, the air vents are in the fascia, the air vents are in the 

top edge of it and on the left top edge of it and on the left 
there is a glovebox that is cov-there is a glovebox that is cov-
ered but does not lock. The ered but does not lock. The RR6 6 
has a night-and-day mirror.has a night-and-day mirror.

Basic inside, the Basic inside, the RR6 neverthe-6 neverthe-
less has a fair measure of ap-less has a fair measure of ap-
peal because it looks restrained peal because it looks restrained 
and it feels solid and well-built. and it feels solid and well-built. 
Although it is really a saloon, Although it is really a saloon, 
it can indeed double-up as an it can indeed double-up as an 
estate car; its rear parcels shelf estate car; its rear parcels shelf 
pulls out like that of the pulls out like that of the RR16, 16, 
and that alone greatly increases and that alone greatly increases 
the luggage space. Then if you the luggage space. Then if you 
need more, the rear seat folds need more, the rear seat folds 
just like that of the Escort Es-just like that of the Escort Es-
tate and you then have 906li-tate and you then have 906li-
tres carrying capacity.tres carrying capacity.
ConclusionsConclusions

Obviously, all three cars are Obviously, all three cars are 
fairly basic transport. In the case fairly basic transport. In the case 
of the Frenchmen, the seating of the Frenchmen, the seating 
and ride comfort [and perfor-and ride comfort [and perfor-
mance, in the case of the Ami mance, in the case of the Ami 
Super] puts them above what Super] puts them above what 
is the usual standard of equal-is the usual standard of equal-
ly basic British cars with similar ly basic British cars with similar 
carrying capacity.carrying capacity.

The Escort, however, shows The Escort, however, shows 
up reasonably well up reasonably well ~~ better  better 
than you might expect than you might expect ~~ simply  simply 
because it has such good han-because it has such good han-
dling and is so easy to drive. On dling and is so easy to drive. On 
the other hand it misses out in the other hand it misses out in 
ride quality, performance and ride quality, performance and 
ultimate economy. It also needs ultimate economy. It also needs 
extras like disc brakes, wide extras like disc brakes, wide 
wheels and radials and a heat-wheels and radials and a heat-
ed rear window to make it re-ed rear window to make it re-

ally habitable. Since the price is ally habitable. Since the price is 
already relatively steep this puts already relatively steep this puts 
its value even more in question.its value even more in question.

Although the Renault 6Although the Renault 6TLTL has  has 
the most comfortable cabin [by the most comfortable cabin [by 
a whisker from the Ami], feels a whisker from the Ami], feels 
the best-built and is the most the best-built and is the most 
relaxed at speed, it lurches into relaxed at speed, it lurches into 
corners with awkward body corners with awkward body 
movements and understeers movements and understeers 
too much. It is not a pleasant car too much. It is not a pleasant car 
to drive quickly and that makes it to drive quickly and that makes it 
a major departure from normal a major departure from normal 
Renaults . By Renault standards Renaults . By Renault standards 
the 6the 6TLTL’s dynamic qualities are ’s dynamic qualities are 
inferior. The Ami Super is hard-inferior. The Ami Super is hard-
ly a perfect car. It is noisy when ly a perfect car. It is noisy when 
driven hard [above 110kph], is driven hard [above 110kph], is 
hard to warm-up, and is quite hard to warm-up, and is quite 
crude in areas like the fascia crude in areas like the fascia 
and windows and the styling de-and windows and the styling de-
pends on your taste . But it is pends on your taste . But it is 
practical and versatile; it handles practical and versatile; it handles 
well and has good roadholding well and has good roadholding 
as well as a fi ne ride.as well as a fi ne ride.

Furthermore, its brisk perfor-Furthermore, its brisk perfor-
mance gives it Q-car qualities mance gives it Q-car qualities 
and yet it does not consume and yet it does not consume 
too much fuel. Thus we pick the too much fuel. Thus we pick the 
Ami Super from the Escort and Ami Super from the Escort and 
Renault. For the money, at a Renault. For the money, at a 
time when money does not buy time when money does not buy 
much, the Ami offers enough much, the Ami offers enough 
pluses to justify its not inconsid-pluses to justify its not inconsid-
erable price.erable price.
This revie w fi rst appeared in ‘Car’ 
magazine in September 1974. 
The photographs were taken 
by Peter Boyce, but no author is 
credited.
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II t will come as no great sur-t will come as no great sur-
prise to readers to read that prise to readers to read that 

I was not able to fi nd an Ami I was not able to fi nd an Ami 
Super owner here in Australia Super owner here in Australia 
to write about their ownership to write about their ownership 
experiences. While my memo-experiences. While my memo-
ry does tell me that there is an ry does tell me that there is an 
Ami Super in Australia, for the Ami Super in Australia, for the 
life of me I cannot remember life of me I cannot remember 
either where, or from whom, I either where, or from whom, I 
heard this.heard this.

So, I turned my attention to So, I turned my attention to 
our friends at 2our friends at 2CVGBCVGB in the  in the 
hope that they would regard hope that they would regard 
the Ami Super as part of the the Ami Super as part of the 
AA-Series family and be able to -Series family and be able to 
point me in the direction of an point me in the direction of an 
owner who might be prepared owner who might be prepared 
to write for us.to write for us.

While the answer to the While the answer to the 
fi rst question was ‘yes’, the an-fi rst question was ‘yes’, the an-
swer to the second was ‘no’. swer to the second was ‘no’. 
As Moss Foster, the Ami Reg-As Moss Foster, the Ami Reg-
istrar for 2istrar for 2CVGBCVGB wrote,  wrote, 
  ‘I sometimes think Amis are   ‘I sometimes think Amis are 

thin on the ground here but thin on the ground here but 
it’s a bountiful oasis com-it’s a bountiful oasis com-
pared with Australia. pared with Australia. 
I do cover and write about I do cover and write about 
Ami Supers, we have a small Ami Supers, we have a small 
number of them on the reg-number of them on the reg-
ister, although I know for a ister, although I know for a 
fact that there are probably fact that there are probably 
more than 10 Ami Supers still more than 10 Ami Supers still 
driving in the driving in the UKUK. . 
That said they don’t have a That said they don’t have a 
separate column in our maga-separate column in our maga-
zine, all Amis fall under my su-zine, all Amis fall under my su-
pervision, so that includes Ami pervision, so that includes Ami 

6s, Ami 8s, and Supers [+eve-6s, Ami 8s, and Supers [+eve-
rything inbetween.] rything inbetween.] 
I will be doing an article for I will be doing an article for 
their 50th and of course their 50th and of course 
you are more than wel-you are more than wel-
come to feature it in part or come to feature it in part or 
full as you desire. full as you desire. 
I only know two Super I only know two Super 
owners personally, both of owners personally, both of 
whom lead busy lives and whom lead busy lives and 
don’t seem to be interest-don’t seem to be interest-
ed in writing for a maga-ed in writing for a maga-
zine unfortunately. zine unfortunately. 
I do wish you the best of luck I do wish you the best of luck 
at fi nding someone.  at fi nding someone.  
And thanks for sharing the And thanks for sharing the 
magazine, very interesting magazine, very interesting 
read! Clearly a lot of time and read! Clearly a lot of time and 

effort goes into making them. effort goes into making them. 
Looks like you’re doing a bril-Looks like you’re doing a bril-
liant job.’liant job.’
My next port of call was the My next port of call was the 

Ami Club de France. I received Ami Club de France. I received 
a very prompt reply for Bruna a very prompt reply for Bruna 
Chanel Olive, the President. Chanel Olive, the President. 
She replied in a very positive She replied in a very positive 
tone and passed my request tone and passed my request 
for contact with an Ami Super for contact with an Ami Super 
owner on to Catherine Liabot-owner on to Catherine Liabot-
Verne and Victor Mornai.Verne and Victor Mornai.

As a result of making this con-As a result of making this con-
tact tact CCOCACCOCA will now exchange  will now exchange 
magazines with the Ami Club magazines with the Ami Club 
de France.de France.

Some members and readers Some members and readers 
may recall meeting Catherine may recall meeting Catherine 
and Victor as they visited Aus-and Victor as they visited Aus-
tralia in 2005 and spent time tralia in 2005 and spent time 
with some of our members. I with some of our members. I 
have to admit to not having met have to admit to not having met 
them back then, but they have them back then, but they have 
fond memories of their time fond memories of their time 
here.here.

You can read more about You can read more about 
Catherine and Victor’s Ami 8 Catherine and Victor’s Ami 8 
adventures in Africa and Aus-adventures in Africa and Aus-
tralia on their website. I can-tralia on their website. I can-
not recommend it too highly.not recommend it too highly.
www.phacodundee.comwww.phacodundee.com

Here is what Catherine and Here is what Catherine and 
Victor gave us…Victor gave us…

II t may surprise you, but the t may surprise you, but the 
‘double’ Flat Twin enhances ‘double’ Flat Twin enhances 

the personality of the Ami for the personality of the Ami for 
the ‘ami’ of the Ami 8.the ‘ami’ of the Ami 8.

The Ami Super is the fl agship The Ami Super is the fl agship 
of the technical progress of the of the technical progress of the 
Ami because of its character-Ami because of its character-
istics, while keeping its original istics, while keeping its original 

Member’s Model: Ami SuperMember’s Model: Ami Super

Neither smoking jacket nor blue jeans 
but sobriety and elegance.

Neither rocket nor turtle 
but rationality and speed.

Neither palace nor thatched cottage 
but comfort and refi nement.

Neither balancing act nor remover 
but practicality and strength.
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style.style.
Both the 8 and the Super are Both the 8 and the Super are 

seductive vehicles but they are seductive vehicles but they are 
very different in more than one very different in more than one 
way. By placing the Ami Super way. By placing the Ami Super 
as the culmination of the evo-as the culmination of the evo-
lution, Citroën gave its owners lution, Citroën gave its owners 
a surprising vehicle. Surprising in a surprising vehicle. Surprising in 
its driving, giving it a particular its driving, giving it a particular 
‘grand routière’ feeling; it is al-‘grand routière’ feeling; it is al-
most sporting and can handle   most sporting and can handle   
any road surface.any road surface.

In fact, the ‘Super 8’ is in a In fact, the ‘Super 8’ is in a 
class apart car in the eyes of class apart car in the eyes of 
many road users. They are de-many road users. They are de-
ceived by the familiar lines of ceived by the familiar lines of 
the Ami 8 and are surprised by the Ami 8 and are surprised by 
its performance on long jour-its performance on long jour-
neys [140 kph] and known for neys [140 kph] and known for 
its agility in built-up areasits agility in built-up areas

It has, to our eyes, a certain It has, to our eyes, a certain 
American refl ection, as in the American refl ection, as in the 
era of compact models.era of compact models.

But the Ami is so much more  But the Ami is so much more  
inventive with her 4-cylinder, inventive with her 4-cylinder, 
‘fl at twin’, cooled by air. To my ‘fl at twin’, cooled by air. To my 
eyes air-cooling is the best engi-eyes air-cooling is the best engi-
neering solution to engine cool-neering solution to engine cool-
ing without the need for expen-ing without the need for expen-
sive accessories.sive accessories.

Morover, the Ami Super is Morover, the Ami Super is 
comfortable and has excellent comfortable and has excellent 
braking.braking.

The Ami Super is really a The Ami Super is really a 
great ‘ami’ and today she is very great ‘ami’ and today she is very 
rare. Only 44,820 examples rare. Only 44,820 examples 
were produced between 1973 were produced between 1973 
and 1976.and 1976.

We have been members of We have been members of 
the Ami Club de France for 26 the Ami Club de France for 26 
years and are the happy owners years and are the happy owners 
of a blue 1973 Ami Super Break of a blue 1973 Ami Super Break 

[Estate] and a 1974 Ami Super [Estate] and a 1974 Ami Super 
Sedan in Brun Santal. We have Sedan in Brun Santal. We have 
owned the sedan for 33years!owned the sedan for 33years!

The Ami Super is a very pleas-The Ami Super is a very pleas-
urable way to cover the kilome-urable way to cover the kilome-
tres in a very rare steed; espe-tres in a very rare steed; espe-
cially one in such an excellent cially one in such an excellent 
state of conservation. For me state of conservation. For me 
they represent two very happy they represent two very happy 
purchases.purchases.

Both cars came from elderly Both cars came from elderly 
owners who took great care owners who took great care 
of them and I have maintained of them and I have maintained 
them in that state since 1989.them in that state since 1989.

Isn’t this the real feeling of the Isn’t this the real feeling of the 
magic word ‘magic word ‘SUPERSUPER’?’?

But one must never forget But one must never forget 
that the Super is also more that the Super is also more 
fragile than the Ami 8 and more fragile than the Ami 8 and more 
complicated, and that they are complicated, and that they are 
cars that have to be run regu-cars that have to be run regu-
larly to remain operational.larly to remain operational.
Jacques-Victor Mornai et Cath-Jacques-Victor Mornai et Cath-
erine Liabot-Verne.erine Liabot-Verne.

Translated with the assistance Translated with the assistance 
of www.DeepL.com/Translator of www.DeepL.com/Translator 
(free version).(free version).

Member’s Model: Ami SuperMember’s Model: Ami Super
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22CVCV Tech: Protecting the Ignition Tech: Protecting the Ignition
Protecting the IgnitionProtecting the Ignition

Switch with a RelaySwitch with a Relay
& Adding Accessories & Adding Accessories 

Fuse BoxesFuse Boxes

WWhen I look at the hen I look at the 
22CVCV wiring diagram,  wiring diagram, 

I’m often struck by how all of I’m often struck by how all of 
the key-switched circuits are the key-switched circuits are 
fed by a single fuse. Worse, that fed by a single fuse. Worse, that 
they all draw their current via they all draw their current via 
that, by now quite elderly, key that, by now quite elderly, key 
switch.switch.

If you wish to add any key-If you wish to add any key-
switched accessories, you fur-switched accessories, you fur-
ther increase the load on the ther increase the load on the 
key switch. So I inserted a relay key switch. So I inserted a relay 
into the key-switched circuits, into the key-switched circuits, 
to do all the heavy lifting.to do all the heavy lifting.

If you’re not familiar with If you’re not familiar with 
these handy little items, a relay these handy little items, a relay 
is a two-part electrical switch. is a two-part electrical switch. 
If the fi rst part is fed a low cur-If the fi rst part is fed a low cur-
rent, it turns on the secondary rent, it turns on the secondary 
part: a high current switch. It part: a high current switch. It 
works by energising an electro-works by energising an electro-
magnet, which then opens or magnet, which then opens or 
closes a set of points. Typically closes a set of points. Typically 
the trigger current for the elec-the trigger current for the elec-
tromagnet is about 0tromagnet is about 0.25.25amps, amps, 
whilst the points switch may whilst the points switch may 
handle 30 or 40amps. So we handle 30 or 40amps. So we 
can reduce the ignition switch can reduce the ignition switch 
current drastically, if it now current drastically, if it now 
merely turns on the relay, whilst merely turns on the relay, whilst 
safely increasing the switched safely increasing the switched 
current available, indirectly.current available, indirectly.

As well as taking the strain As well as taking the strain 
off the key switch, the relay can off the key switch, the relay can 

also supply switched power to also supply switched power to 
an extra fuse box. Which can an extra fuse box. Which can 
in turn easily and safely power in turn easily and safely power 
all your accessories, via suitable all your accessories, via suitable 
fuses.fuses.

The main addition to the ex-The main addition to the ex-
isting wiring is a new positive isting wiring is a new positive 
feed wire, from the battery or feed wire, from the battery or 
from the terminal post on the from the terminal post on the 
rear of the starter motor. This rear of the starter motor. This 
needs to be routed with safe-needs to be routed with safe-
ty in mind, as that stretch is un-ty in mind, as that stretch is un-
fused. So a short run to the new fused. So a short run to the new 
relay location is best. But an in-relay location is best. But an in-
line fuse can be fi tted.line fuse can be fi tted.

If you have fi tted, or will fi t, If you have fi tted, or will fi t, 
headlight relays, then it pays to headlight relays, then it pays to 
mount all the relays together. mount all the relays together. 
Then a single battery/starter Then a single battery/starter 

feed wire can be daisy-chained feed wire can be daisy-chained 
from the fi rst relay to the sec-from the fi rst relay to the sec-
ond, and so on. Neatest to use ond, and so on. Neatest to use 
relay sockets, which can clip to-relay sockets, which can clip to-
gether. These make changing gether. These make changing 
relays quick and foolproof, as all relays quick and foolproof, as all 
the connections are in the sock-the connections are in the sock-
et and the relay simply plugs in.et and the relay simply plugs in.

The feed wire[s] need to be The feed wire[s] need to be 
able to handle the total expect-able to handle the total expect-
ed current, if all devices are in ed current, if all devices are in 
use simultaneously. The formula use simultaneously. The formula 
for this isfor this is
Current [in Amps] = Power [in Current [in Amps] = Power [in 
Watts] divided by Volts.Watts] divided by Volts.
e.g. 120e.g. 120WW [main beam lights]  [main beam lights] 
divided by 12divided by 12VV = 10 = 10AA current  current 
draw.draw.

A feed wire powering the A feed wire powering the 
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Protecting the IgnitionProtecting the Ignition

250m250mAA, so can be light., so can be light.
3  The new battery positive feed 3  The new battery positive feed 

wire is run to relay terminal wire is run to relay terminal 
30, directly from the battery, 30, directly from the battery, 
or the starter motor post, or the starter motor post, 
or from an existing adjacent or from an existing adjacent 
relay: link both terminal 30s.relay: link both terminal 30s.

4  The switched power output 4  The switched power output 
can now be taken from the can now be taken from the 
relay terminal 87. Note there relay terminal 87. Note there 
may be more than one 87 may be more than one 87 
terminal, or terminals labelled terminal, or terminals labelled 
87a, 87b etc. You want one 87a, 87b etc. You want one 
that is turned on when the that is turned on when the 
relay is energised, which is relay is energised, which is 
normally 87 or 87b, but see normally 87 or 87b, but see 
the diagram on the relay body the diagram on the relay body 
to confi rm this [see picture]. to confi rm this [see picture]. 
If still unsure, use a test lamp If still unsure, use a test lamp 
to see which 87 terminal does to see which 87 terminal does 
what, when the key switch is what, when the key switch is 
on [reconnect the battery for on [reconnect the battery for 
this]. A power wire of suitable this]. A power wire of suitable 
dimensions [probably the dimensions [probably the 
same as terminal 30 wire] is same as terminal 30 wire] is 

run from terminal 87 to the run from terminal 87 to the 
missing bluetagged fuse con-missing bluetagged fuse con-
nector on the fuse box. This nector on the fuse box. This 
completes the key-switched completes the key-switched 
relay wiring.relay wiring.

To Power an Auxiliary Key-To Power an Auxiliary Key-
switched Fuse Box, for switched Fuse Box, for 
AccessoriesAccessories

A modern fuse box, with a A modern fuse box, with a 
single positive input [aka a bus-single positive input [aka a bus-
bar], blade fuses, and bar], blade fuses, and LEDLED blown  blown 
fuse tell-tales, is best.fuse tell-tales, is best.

Run a relay-switched posi-Run a relay-switched posi-
tive feed wire to the new fuse tive feed wire to the new fuse 
box. Either from relay 87 termi-box. Either from relay 87 termi-
nal, or from the blue-tagged in-nal, or from the blue-tagged in-
put on the original fuse box. So put on the original fuse box. So 
the auxiliary box only receives the auxiliary box only receives 
power when the key is on. To power when the key is on. To 
double up wire connectors at double up wire connectors at 
the relay or fuse box, piggyback the relay or fuse box, piggyback 
connectors are useful. [See connectors are useful. [See 
photo top left]photo top left]

Then you can simply hook up Then you can simply hook up 
your new toys to the auxiliary your new toys to the auxiliary 

original switched circuits, and original switched circuits, and 
all accessories, may need a lot all accessories, may need a lot 
more. Err on the side of cau-more. Err on the side of cau-
tion. The same formula can be tion. The same formula can be 
used to determine the fuse rat-used to determine the fuse rat-
ings to be used e.g. 15ings to be used e.g. 15AA for the  for the 
main beams [my headlights now main beams [my headlights now 
run on fused relays].run on fused relays].

You need to obtain a normal-You need to obtain a normal-
ly-open or crossover relay [not ly-open or crossover relay [not 
a normally-closed type].a normally-closed type].

To insert the relay into the To insert the relay into the 
whole key-switched side of the whole key-switched side of the 
system, you fi rst need to identi-system, you fi rst need to identi-
fy the positive feed wire coming fy the positive feed wire coming 
from the switch to the existing from the switch to the existing 
fuse box. Post-’81 wiring has this fuse box. Post-’81 wiring has this 
as the blue-tagged wire at the as the blue-tagged wire at the 
fuse box.fuse box.

Disconnect the ignition coil Disconnect the ignition coil 
[to avoid burn out whilst test-[to avoid burn out whilst test-

ing], then use a test light to iden-ing], then use a test light to iden-
tify which side of the fuse box is tify which side of the fuse box is 
the input side: remove the fuse, the input side: remove the fuse, 
turn the key to on, test which turn the key to on, test which 
side of the fuse holder will light side of the fuse holder will light 
the test lamp, when linking the the test lamp, when linking the 
fuse holder to earth. Then dis-fuse holder to earth. Then dis-
connect the battery.connect the battery.
Step by Step Wiring ChangesStep by Step Wiring Changes

These may sound complicat-These may sound complicat-
ed, but are not really. The wir-ed, but are not really. The wir-
ing diagram before and after ing diagram before and after 
pictures [on previous page] may pictures [on previous page] may 
be easier to follow, if your mind be easier to follow, if your mind 
prefers visuals.prefers visuals.
1  Remove the switch input wire 1  Remove the switch input wire 

from the fuse box and attach from the fuse box and attach 
it to terminal 85 of the new it to terminal 85 of the new 
relay ~ you may need to put relay ~ you may need to put 
a different terminal connector a different terminal connector 
on the wire for this.on the wire for this.

2  Run an earth wire from the 2  Run an earth wire from the 
86 relay terminal to a suitable 86 relay terminal to a suitable 
earth point. This wire carries earth point. This wire carries 
very little current, maybe very little current, maybe 

Above: Piggyback connectors.Above: Piggyback connectors.
Right: Relay fuse boxes and airhose.Right: Relay fuse boxes and airhose.
Facing page: Auxiliary fuse box.Facing page: Auxiliary fuse box.
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Protecting the IgnitionProtecting the Ignition Defl ecting the BreezeDefl ecting the Breeze
fuse box, using suitable fuses.fuse box, using suitable fuses.

Before and after wiring dia-Before and after wiring dia-
grams.[see pages 46 and 47] grams.[see pages 46 and 47] 
The before shows the feed The before shows the feed 
from the key switch [top left from the key switch [top left 
corner] going directly to the corner] going directly to the 
blue-tagged fuse.blue-tagged fuse.

The after shows that same The after shows that same 
wire now going to relay terminal wire now going to relay terminal 
85. With terminal 86 earthed.85. With terminal 86 earthed.

The new positive feed wire The new positive feed wire 
is taken from the positive ‘bus’ is taken from the positive ‘bus’ 
and attached to relay terminal and attached to relay terminal 
3030

The new switched output The new switched output 

runs from relay terminal 87 to runs from relay terminal 87 to 
the original fuse.the original fuse.

Another new wire, con-Another new wire, con-
nected at the fuse input, takes nected at the fuse input, takes 
switched power to a new auxil-switched power to a new auxil-
iary fuse box.iary fuse box.

This diagram also shows a This diagram also shows a 
permanently live auxiliary fuse permanently live auxiliary fuse 
box, fed directly from the posi-box, fed directly from the posi-
tive bus.tive bus.
This article was written by Joolz 
Smith and fi rst appeared in the 
June 2022 edition of ‘2CVGB 
News’ the magazine of the Deux 
Chevaux Club of Great Britain. 

In the previous edi-In the previous edi-
tion of ‘démarreur’ tion of ‘démarreur’ 
we re-published we re-published 
the fi rst of a series the fi rst of a series 
of articles taken of articles taken 
from the magazine from the magazine 
‘Traction Avant’; the ‘Traction Avant’; the 
magazine of ‘Le Trac-magazine of ‘Le Trac-
tion Universelle’ the tion Universelle’ the 
umbrella Club for umbrella Club for 
Traction Avant Cit-Traction Avant Cit-
rons in France. You rons in France. You 
may recall that last may recall that last 
time we looked at time we looked at 
entirely superfl uous entirely superfl uous 
accessories such as accessories such as 
running boards and running boards and 
marginally more use-marginally more use-
ful over-riders and ful over-riders and 
stylish bumper bars.stylish bumper bars.
This month we are This month we are 
looking into wind de-looking into wind de-
fl ectors. You may re-fl ectors. You may re-
call that I mentioned call that I mentioned 
in passing last time in passing last time 
that my Traction that my Traction 
is fi tted with wind is fi tted with wind 
defl ectors and they defl ectors and they 
are fi ne, functional are fi ne, functional 
addition to a car.addition to a car.
But, until I read this But, until I read this 
French article I did French article I did 
not realise how ex-not realise how ex-
tensive the range of tensive the range of 
wind defl ectors was. wind defl ectors was. 
Not just externally Not just externally 
mounted units, but mounted units, but 
complete ‘quarter-complete ‘quarter-
light’ fi ttings were light’ fi ttings were 
available.available.
Leigh F MilesLeigh F Miles

90 Years of the
Traction Avant

International Traction Avant Meeting
Thursday, 9 to Saturday, 11 May, 2024

Circuit de Charade, Puy de Dome, France

11

22



DON’T FORGET TO HIDE THIS LAYER 
WHEN DOING THE VERSION FOR 
THE PRINTER

55555454 A u s t r a l i a ’ s  N a t i o n a l  M a g a z i n e  f o rA u s t r a l i a ’ s  N a t i o n a l  M a g a z i n e  f o r C i t r o ë n  O w n e r s  a n d  E n t h u s i a s t sC i t r o ë n  O w n e r s  a n d  E n t h u s i a s t s

Defl ecting the BreezeDefl ecting the Breeze
MMany accessories were any accessories were 

successful when successful when 
the customisation of Tractions the customisation of Tractions 
was going well just before the was going well just before the 
war and from 1946 onwards: war and from 1946 onwards: 
bodywork ornaments, exteri-bodywork ornaments, exteri-
or equipment of all kinds. The or equipment of all kinds. The 
most useful ones concerned most useful ones concerned 
the ventilation of the passenger the ventilation of the passenger 
compartment: the air defl ec-compartment: the air defl ec-
tors.tors.

The air defl ector fl aps that The air defl ector fl aps that 
appeared before the war were appeared before the war were 
quite successful. They are made quite successful. They are made 
of ‘Securit’ glass and fi xed to the of ‘Securit’ glass and fi xed to the 
front doors by clamps or Parker front doors by clamps or Parker 
screws with chrome tops and screws with chrome tops and 
bottom brackets. Most of the bottom brackets. Most of the 

windows do not have chrome windows do not have chrome 
frames.frames.
Good VentilationGood Ventilation

These defl ectors channel the These defl ectors channel the 
air, avoid the swirls when the air, avoid the swirls when the 
front windows are down, and front windows are down, and 
the current thus created re-the current thus created re-
news the air in the passenger news the air in the passenger 
compartment. They provide compartment. They provide 
protection against strong side protection against strong side 
winds and slanting rainstorms. winds and slanting rainstorms. 
They eliminate the eddies and They eliminate the eddies and 
draughts that make the rear draughts that make the rear 
seats uncomfortable.seats uncomfortable.

The majority of Tractions on The majority of Tractions on 
the road were closed saloons, the road were closed saloons, 
and few were decouvreable or and few were decouvreable or 
had sunroofs. The Traction was had sunroofs. The Traction was 

Previous page:Previous page:
1]  Publicity for 1]  Publicity for 

DEFDEF from 1936. from 1936.
2] 2]  This is  This is DEFDEF ad- ad-

vertising from vertising from 
1937.1937.

This page:This page:
3]  This photo was 3]  This photo was 

taken during taken during 
the 1940 exo-the 1940 exo-
dus depicts a dus depicts a 
Traction with Traction with 
clamp defl ec-clamp defl ec-
tors.tors.

4  & 5] More 4  & 5] More 
advertising for advertising for 
DEFDEF’s range, ’s range, 
these are from these are from 
1938.1938.

6]  Undated public-6]  Undated public-
ity for both ity for both DPDP  
and and DEFDEF..

7]  More undated 7]  More undated 
DEFDEF advertising  advertising 
showing the showing the 
range of mod-range of mod-
els for which els for which 
they made they made 
defl ectors, in-defl ectors, in-
cluding foreign cluding foreign 
brands Fiat and brands Fiat and 
Lincoln.Lincoln.

8]  While this is 8]  While this is 
once again un-once again un-
dated it must dated it must 
post-date the post-date the 
launch of the launch of the 
22CVCV as it of- as it of-
fers defl ectors fers defl ectors 
for the lower/for the lower/
folding glass of folding glass of 
that model.that model.
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Defl ecting the BreezeDefl ecting the Breeze

designed with two, then one designed with two, then one 
hatch on its scuttle, opening to hatch on its scuttle, opening to 
45°, ventilating the front seats 45°, ventilating the front seats 
a little, and a windscreen that a little, and a windscreen that 
opened effi ciently but noisily opened effi ciently but noisily 
at high speeds, letting in some-at high speeds, letting in some-

times dangerous insects.times dangerous insects.
The two main suppliers were The two main suppliers were 

DEFDEF  [[Ets Defl eurEts Defl eur]] and  and DPDP  [[Du-Du-
pré-Perrinpré-Perrin]] which appeared at  which appeared at 
the end of the 1930s.the end of the 1930s.
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1  & 2] The ‘Lux’ 1  & 2] The ‘Lux’ 
option provided option provided 
an automatic an automatic 
locking feature.locking feature.

4]  Dupré-Perrin’s 4]  Dupré-Perrin’s 
range prior range prior 
to the Second to the Second 
World War World War 
offered ‘The offered ‘The 
Protector’, ‘The Protector’, ‘The 
Integral’ and Integral’ and 
‘The American’.‘The American’.

5]  Dupré-Perrin 5]  Dupré-Perrin 
also made also made 
defl ectors for defl ectors for 
both cabrio-both cabrio-
let and coupé let and coupé 
models.models.

6]  This is an 6]  This is an 
extract from extract from 
Dupré-Perrin’s Dupré-Perrin’s 
1948 catalogue.1948 catalogue.

7,  8 & 9] A model 7,  8 & 9] A model 
from Dupré-from Dupré-
Perrin with a Perrin with a 
partial frame partial frame 
which supports which supports 
the fastener.the fastener.
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Defl ecting the BreezeDefl ecting the Breeze
TheThe DEFDEF [Ets Defl eurEts Defl eur] brandbrand  

was the fi rst to offer a stand-was the fi rst to offer a stand-
ard defl ector with two screwed ard defl ector with two screwed 
fastenings on the door with fric-fastenings on the door with fric-
tion locking of the glass, a luxury tion locking of the glass, a luxury 
model with partial locking, then model with partial locking, then 
another with retaining claws another with retaining claws 
without the need to drill.without the need to drill.

There would also be an ‘Aer-There would also be an ‘Aer-
méric’ version with a defl ector méric’ version with a defl ector 
built into the door built into the door [[Image 6, Image 6, 
page 60page 60]]..

Dupré-PerrinDupré-Perrin offered a ‘Pro- offered a ‘Pro-
tector’ defl ector with clamp tector’ defl ector with clamp 
fastenings, an ‘Integral’ defl ec-fastenings, an ‘Integral’ defl ec-
tor pivoting in a chromed crimp tor pivoting in a chromed crimp 
with a rubber seal screwed to with a rubber seal screwed to 
the door and half-framed glass, the door and half-framed glass, 
and an ‘American’ type system and an ‘American’ type system 
with a fl ush-mounted baffl e like with a fl ush-mounted baffl e like 

33 66

44

11

55
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3]  Small defl ectors 3]  Small defl ectors 
could protect could protect 
the quarter-the quarter-
lights from lights from 
rain and were rain and were 
placed in front placed in front 
of or above the of or above the 
opening.opening.

4]  Farnier pro-4]  Farnier pro-
duced the ‘De-duced the ‘De-
viator’ defl ector viator’ defl ector 
which was which was 
similar to the similar to the 
DPDP ‘Integral’  ‘Integral’ 
model.model.
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Defl ecting the BreezeDefl ecting the Breeze

that of that of DEFDEF [Image 4, page 54]. [Image 4, page 54].
Door-Mounted Quarter-LightsDoor-Mounted Quarter-Lights

The The DEFDEF and  and DPDP brands of- brands of-
fered ‘American-style’ front fered ‘American-style’ front 
door fl ush-mounted quarter-door fl ush-mounted quarter-
lightsin the early 1950s. This lightsin the early 1950s. This 
type of equipment was becom-type of equipment was becom-
ing common among car manu-ing common among car manu-
facturers facturers [[American, Peugeot, American, Peugeot, 
Renault, etcRenault, etc]], reducing the size , reducing the size 
of the front windows.of the front windows.

4  & 5] The 4  & 5] The 
chrome latch of chrome latch of 
the the DPDP system system

8  & 9] The 8  & 9] The DEFDEF  
quater-light quater-light 
latch is an latch is an 
ivory-coloured ivory-coloured 
plastic handle plastic handle 
screwed onto a screwed onto a 
thread.thread.

10 ] DEF’s ‘Aermé-10 ] DEF’s ‘Aermé-
ric’ was a small ric’ was a small 
rain defl ec-rain defl ec-
tor that fi tted tor that fi tted 
above the top above the top 
of the quarter-of the quarter-
light and is in-light and is in-
tegral with the tegral with the 
assembly.assembly.
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Defl ecting the BreezeDefl ecting the Breeze Making Friends with the Ami SuperMaking Friends with the Ami Super
A fi xed chrome post sepa-A fi xed chrome post sepa-

rates the quarter-light from the rates the quarter-light from the 
window.window.

The installation required a The installation required a 
stripping of the interior of the stripping of the interior of the 
door.door.

The opening fl ap is tam-The opening fl ap is tam-
perproof and sealed by a perproof and sealed by a 
4-part moulded rubber seal.4-part moulded rubber seal.

The locking is tamper-The locking is tamper-
proof thanks to a solid latch proof thanks to a solid latch 
that fi ts on the separating that fi ts on the separating 
jamb.jamb.
This feature, by Dominique This feature, by Dominique 
Bellière, fi rst appeared in Bellière, fi rst appeared in 

‘Traction Avant’ magazine in ‘Traction Avant’ magazine in 
April 2021. It was translated by April 2021. It was translated by 
the Editor with the use of www.the Editor with the use of www.
DeepL.com/TranslatorDeepL.com/Translator

TThere was a gap between here was a gap between 
the middle-class 2the middle-class 2CVCV and  and 

the posh the posh DSDS in the 1960s, which  in the 1960s, which 
was fi lled by the Citroën Ami. was fi lled by the Citroën Ami. 
The second-generation Citroën The second-generation Citroën 
Ami Super, had the chassis of Ami Super, had the chassis of 
the 2the 2CVCV and the 40 and the 40.3.3kkWW/54hp /54hp 
engine from the engine from the GSGS..

When the Citroën Ami 6 ap-When the Citroën Ami 6 ap-
peared on the market in 1961, peared on the market in 1961, 
it looked like it had been driven it looked like it had been driven 
into a wall on every side. It had into a wall on every side. It had 
a grooved bonnet, bodywork a grooved bonnet, bodywork 
full of creases and it looked full of creases and it looked 
somewhat sadly out into the somewhat sadly out into the 
world. The small twin-cylinder world. The small twin-cylinder 

boxer engine produced only boxer engine produced only 
1414.2.2kkWW/19hp at fi rst, later it /19hp at fi rst, later it 
became 18became 18.3.3/24/24.5.5 and 23 and 23.9.9/32 /32 
again later.again later.

The last mentioned power The last mentioned power 
variant became the base en-variant became the base en-
gine for the Ami 8, which de-gine for the Ami 8, which de-
buted in 1969. It differed from buted in 1969. It differed from 
the Ami 6 in a few ways: it had the Ami 6 in a few ways: it had 
adopted a fastback design, al-adopted a fastback design, al-
though despite appearances it though despite appearances it 
was not a hatchback and the was not a hatchback and the 

The complete Dupré-Perrin quater-The complete Dupré-Perrin quater-
light kit [front windows not includ-light kit [front windows not includ-
ed]. This is taken from the personal ed]. This is taken from the personal 
collection of the author.collection of the author.
The 1957 15-Six Limousine of President The 1957 15-Six Limousine of President 
Coty with Coty with DEFDEF quarter-light windows. quarter-light windows.

Narrow streets are the territory of the Narrow streets are the territory of the 
little Citroën. We drove through them little Citroën. We drove through them 
with Roman Pätzel, the proud Yankee with Roman Pätzel, the proud Yankee 
owner.owner.
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Making Friends with the Ami SuperMaking Friends with the Ami Super
characteristic rearward-sloping characteristic rearward-sloping 
rear window had disappeared. rear window had disappeared. 
The dented exterior was also The dented exterior was also 
smoothed out. A slightly fan-smoothed out. A slightly fan-
cier version of the Ami 8 ap-cier version of the Ami 8 ap-
peared in 1973: the Ami Super. peared in 1973: the Ami Super. 
It was supposed to fi ll the gap It was supposed to fi ll the gap 
between the 2between the 2CVCV and the much  and the much 
more expensive more expensive GSGS..
800kilos Light800kilos Light

From that From that GSGS, the Ami Super , the Ami Super 
got the engine, a boxer with got the engine, a boxer with 
four instead of two cylinders four instead of two cylinders 
and an overhead camshaft on and an overhead camshaft on 
each side. This made the Ami each side. This made the Ami 
suddenly fast: a power output suddenly fast: a power output 
of 40of 40.3.3kkWW/54hp was quite de-/54hp was quite de-
cent at the time. Even larger cent at the time. Even larger 

mid-size cars hardly had more mid-size cars hardly had more 
to offer in their basic confi gura-to offer in their basic confi gura-
tion. As the Ami weighed only tion. As the Ami weighed only 
800kilos, it delivered fi ne per-800kilos, it delivered fi ne per-
formance.formance.

You might not expect it, but You might not expect it, but 
the Ami Super was pretty fast the Ami Super was pretty fast 
around corners. It was built on around corners. It was built on 
the same platform as the 2the same platform as the 2CVCV. . 
The wheelbase was the same, The wheelbase was the same, 
the rear track width even a bit the rear track width even a bit 
narrower. For the Super, Cit-narrower. For the Super, Cit-
roën strengthened the chas-roën strengthened the chas-
sis and wider tyres were fi tted: sis and wider tyres were fi tted: 
135 135 SRSR 15. The 2 15. The 2CVCV had tyres  had tyres 
of just 125mm. With its ‘wide’ of just 125mm. With its ‘wide’ 
tyres, the Ami was a fun little tyres, the Ami was a fun little 
car to drive.car to drive.

If you’re looking for a new car that’s in-If you’re looking for a new car that’s in-
teresting as well as economical, this is the teresting as well as economical, this is the 
car you should test-drive.car you should test-drive.

The Citroën Ami Super has better per-The Citroën Ami Super has better per-
formance than many sports cars. Its road-formance than many sports cars. Its road-
holding is tenacious. It’s a 4/5 seater. It holding is tenacious. It’s a 4/5 seater. It 
has all the comfort – and comforts – of has all the comfort – and comforts – of 
a Citroën.a Citroën.

The Ami Super may be an econo-The Ami Super may be an econo-
my-size car. But it’s also an impressive my-size car. But it’s also an impressive 
car, in at least 10 ways.car, in at least 10 ways.

1AccelerationAcceleration The Ami Super has the  The Ami Super has the 
lively 1015cc Citroën lively 1015cc Citroën GSGS engine: an ad- engine: an ad-

vanced light alloy fl at four.vanced light alloy fl at four.
This moves you from 0-50 in 11.9 This moves you from 0-50 in 11.9 

seconds. You won’t need to accelerate seconds. You won’t need to accelerate 
like this often, but it’s important to know like this often, but it’s important to know 
that you can.that you can.

2Easy cruisingEasy cruising Some small-to-medium  Some small-to-medium 
cars are working quite hard at 50 mph, cars are working quite hard at 50 mph, 

and let let you know it.and let let you know it.
Not so the Ami Super. Its Not so the Ami Super. Its GSGS 

engine just hums engine just hums 
along the motor-along the motor-
way, more relaxing way, more relaxing 
than many more than many more 
powerful cars.powerful cars.

3Precise gearchangePrecise gearchange Transmission, too  Transmission, too 
is as fi tted to the is as fi tted to the GSGS. Four speed, with . Four speed, with 

precise fl oor-mounted lever.precise fl oor-mounted lever. 6All equipment to handAll equipment to hand Facia and smart  Facia and smart 
Citroën one-spoke padded steering Citroën one-spoke padded steering 

wheel are in attractive Havana colour. wheel are in attractive Havana colour. 
Instantly responsive stalk controls oper-Instantly responsive stalk controls oper-
ate lights, indicators, wipers and electric ate lights, indicators, wipers and electric 
screenwashersscreenwashers

The heater/demister system has a The heater/demister system has a 
powerful fan to circulate warm air. Two powerful fan to circulate warm air. Two 
facia vents provide ventilation. Headlamp facia vents provide ventilation. Headlamp 
beam height can be adjusted from a con-beam height can be adjusted from a con-
trol under the facia. A driver’s trol under the facia. A driver’s 
door mirror is standard.door mirror is standard.

7Stopping powerStopping power Front  Front 
disc brakes are inboard disc brakes are inboard 

mounted. Braking system mounted. Braking system 
is dual-circuit. Pedal opera-is dual-circuit. Pedal opera-
tion is light and easy.tion is light and easy.

8Michelin tyresMichelin tyres The 15”  The 15” 
wheels are fi tted with wheels are fi tted with 

Michelin Michelin ZXZX radial-ply tyres  radial-ply tyres 
for superb roadholding and for superb roadholding and 
long life.long life.

4Riding comfortRiding comfort Ami Super comfort  Ami Super comfort 
standards are years ahead of those of standards are years ahead of those of 

the average economy car. This Citroën the average economy car. This Citroën 
‘balanced’ systems suspends each wheel ‘balanced’ systems suspends each wheel 
independently,with four hydraulic shock independently,with four hydraulic shock 

absorbers and anti-roll absorbers and anti-roll bars front bars front 
and rear.and rear.

5Interior comfortInterior comfort Seats are contoured  Seats are contoured 
for ease and support, and upholstered for ease and support, and upholstered 

in Targa or Jersey Nylon (optional). Plenty in Targa or Jersey Nylon (optional). Plenty 
of room, too, for all necessary legs, el-of room, too, for all necessary legs, el-
bows, heads, etc.bows, heads, etc.

9Luggage spaceLuggage space A medium-size car  A medium-size car 
needs a good-sized boot. The Ami needs a good-sized boot. The Ami 

Super has 10.2 cu. ft.a sensibly square, Super has 10.2 cu. ft.a sensibly square, 
easy-to-load shape.easy-to-load shape.

1010Saloon or EstateSaloon or Estate Choose the Ami  Choose the Ami 
Super saloon or the 5-door Ami Super saloon or the 5-door Ami 

Super Estate. The Estate has 50.25 cu. Super Estate. The Estate has 50.25 cu. 
ft. loadspace and carries up to 7¼ cwt.ft. loadspace and carries up to 7¼ cwt.

The Ami Super saloon is £931.57 The Ami Super saloon is £931.57 
plus plus VATVAT, the Estate £1019.33 plus , the Estate £1019.33 plus VATVAT.

You can assess Ami Super value for You can assess Ami Super value for 
yourself with a test drive. See your Cit-yourself with a test drive. See your Cit-
roën dealer, or post the coupon for col-roën dealer, or post the coupon for col-
our brochure and list of dealers in the our brochure and list of dealers in the 
comprehensive Citroën comprehensive Citroën UKUK network. network.

WIN AN AMI SUPER!WIN AN AMI SUPER!
Everyone who test drives an Ami Everyone who test drives an Ami 

Super can enter our competition Super can enter our competition 
to win one!to win one!

Your Citroën dealer has all the de-Your Citroën dealer has all the de-
tails – or post the tails – or post the coupon.coupon.

Post to: Citroën Cars Ltd, Dept 

Post to: Citroën Cars Ltd, Dept A98,98,
Trading Estate, Slough 
Trading Estate, Slough SLSL1 41 4QAQA
Please send colour brochure on Ami 

Please send colour brochure on Ami 
Super saloon and estate and 
Super saloon and estate and 
details of Ami Super competition.

details of Ami Super competition.Name__________________________

Name__________________________Address________________________

Address_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

_______________________________

Facing page: The chassis is reinforced Facing page: The chassis is reinforced 
compared with the ‘Duck’, but the lat-compared with the ‘Duck’, but the lat-
eral inclination is still enormous.eral inclination is still enormous.
Above: A magazine advertisement for Above: A magazine advertisement for 
the Ami Super which appeared in ‘Car’ the Ami Super which appeared in ‘Car’ 
magazine in 1974. magazine in 1974. 

In the In the UKUK the Ami Super saloon was  the Ami Super saloon was 
priced at £931priced at £931.57.57 plus 10%  plus 10% VAT,VAT, mak- mak-
ing the total £1,024ing the total £1,024.73.73. In Germany the . In Germany the 
price started at price started at DMDM6,480; the Ami Super 6,480; the Ami Super 
cost cost DMDM900 more than the Dyane, but 900 more than the Dyane, but 
DMDM1,500 less than the 1,500 less than the GSGS..
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Making Friends with the Ami SuperMaking Friends with the Ami Super
The body leaned over quite a The body leaned over quite a 

bit, but if you are familiar with bit, but if you are familiar with 
French suspension and have French suspension and have 
family members who don’t get family members who don’t get 
carsick easily, you can have fun. carsick easily, you can have fun. 
To the unsuspecting outsider, it To the unsuspecting outsider, it 
looks like the body tilts alarm-looks like the body tilts alarm-
ingly, but it is quickly balanced ingly, but it is quickly balanced 
again on the straight.again on the straight.

Thanks to the Thanks to the GSGS engine, the  engine, the 
Ami accelerates to 100kph in Ami accelerates to 100kph in 
1717.5.5seconds. Very little happens seconds. Very little happens 
in the lower rev range, but from in the lower rev range, but from 
3,000rpm more power is re-3,000rpm more power is re-
leased. It is possible to reach a leased. It is possible to reach a 
speed of 150kph, but at the lim-speed of 150kph, but at the lim-
it of its power, the boxer engine it of its power, the boxer engine 
rumbles wildly and sounds like rumbles wildly and sounds like 
a horny duck. But that’s only if a horny duck. But that’s only if 
you push it to the limit.you push it to the limit.

If you keep it at 120kph, all If you keep it at 120kph, all 
you hear is a satisfi ed hum. you hear is a satisfi ed hum. 
Moving off the motorway, you Moving off the motorway, you 
benefi t from the famous French benefi t from the famous French 
comfort. Thanks to its long comfort. Thanks to its long 
suspension travel, the Ami Su-suspension travel, the Ami Su-
per handles every unevenness. per handles every unevenness. 
We’d like that in a modern car We’d like that in a modern car 
too if we’re honest.too if we’re honest.
Spartan InteriorSpartan Interior

The interior of the Ami Super The interior of the Ami Super 

is Spartan, but at least there is Spartan, but at least there 
are plenty of storage options. are plenty of storage options. 
The controls are logically placed The controls are logically placed 
and the speedometer is tucked and the speedometer is tucked 
deep into the plastic. The ma-deep into the plastic. The ma-
terials and fi nish quality were terials and fi nish quality were 
not everyone’s cup of tea at the not everyone’s cup of tea at the 
time, but we don’t think this time, but we don’t think this 
is too bad 40years later. Eve-is too bad 40years later. Eve-
rything still functions and no-rything still functions and no-
where is the plastic crumbled where is the plastic crumbled 
or discoloured by the sun.or discoloured by the sun.

The same goes for the green The same goes for the green 
fabric of the seats: it looks like fabric of the seats: it looks like 
new. Only the foam underneath new. Only the foam underneath 
has clearly suffered: you sink ex-has clearly suffered: you sink ex-
tremely deeply into the seats. In tremely deeply into the seats. In 
the back, you even sink almost the back, you even sink almost 
to the fl oor, making it hard to to the fl oor, making it hard to 
sit comfortably. Oh my poor sit comfortably. Oh my poor 
back…back…
Lateral SupportLateral Support

That must have been differ-That must have been differ-
ent 40years ago. Back then, the ent 40years ago. Back then, the 
seats were compared to a gen-seats were compared to a gen-
tlemen’s saloon and the lateral tlemen’s saloon and the lateral 
support was also found to be support was also found to be 
fi ne. What impresses even to-fi ne. What impresses even to-
day is the space. The Ami Super day is the space. The Ami Super 
is small, but two people can sit is small, but two people can sit 
very comfortably in the front.very comfortably in the front.

Spartan cockpit: The Ami Super looks Spartan cockpit: The Ami Super looks 
rather cheap inside. Contemporary test-rather cheap inside. Contemporary test-
ers accused Citroën of sloppy workman-ers accused Citroën of sloppy workman-
ship.ship.
Pull and push: The handbrake protrudes Pull and push: The handbrake protrudes 
from the dashboard like an umbrella from the dashboard like an umbrella 
handle. Shades of the handle. Shades of the GSGS??
The speedometer is hidden deep in the The speedometer is hidden deep in the 
plastic. The Ami Super reaches a good plastic. The Ami Super reaches a good 
140kph.140kph.

Three people can ride in the front if Three people can ride in the front if 
necessary, the foam of the seat cushions necessary, the foam of the seat cushions 
is extremely soft although it was prob-is extremely soft although it was prob-
ably more supportive when the car was ably more supportive when the car was 
new.new.
Turn by the tip of the nose to open the Turn by the tip of the nose to open the 
door. Press small lever to lock it. Press door. Press small lever to lock it. Press 
in the middle to unlock it.in the middle to unlock it.
The recessed door handles with the fl ash The recessed door handles with the fl ash 
chrome surround look rather prestigious.chrome surround look rather prestigious.
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Making Friends with the Ami SuperMaking Friends with the Ami Super
Behind, you have more room Behind, you have more room 

for your knees than in many for your knees than in many 
a modern car. Thanks to the a modern car. Thanks to the 
narrow roof pillars, visibility all narrow roof pillars, visibility all 
around is excellent.around is excellent.

If you pay closer attention, If you pay closer attention, 
you see plenty of little tricks you see plenty of little tricks 
that French cars excelled at in that French cars excelled at in 
those days. For instance, the those days. For instance, the 
holder for a spare dose of en-holder for a spare dose of en-
gine oil is located where you gine oil is located where you 
would expect it: in the engine would expect it: in the engine 
compartment. And then there compartment. And then there 
is the wooden block, which is is the wooden block, which is 
stowed behind the left head-stowed behind the left head-
light and prevents the car from light and prevents the car from 
rolling away on a slope.rolling away on a slope.

Even more impressive is the Even more impressive is the 
fl exible interior. You can fl ip the fl exible interior. You can fl ip the 
rear seats over, fold them for-rear seats over, fold them for-
ward and even take them out. ward and even take them out. 
And all in mere seconds.And all in mere seconds.

The bench is not heavy, so The bench is not heavy, so 
you can easily lift it on your you can easily lift it on your 
own. Once the bench is out, it own. Once the bench is out, it 
creates a fl at loading fl oor. The creates a fl at loading fl oor. The 
steel smiles at you, there is not a steel smiles at you, there is not a 
speck of dust or piece of plastic speck of dust or piece of plastic 
covering it. Even the protrusion covering it. Even the protrusion 
of the shock absorbers is miss-of the shock absorbers is miss-
ing, so you can use the full width ing, so you can use the full width 
between the wheel arches.between the wheel arches.

Spare Wheel?Spare Wheel?
Under the BonnetUnder the Bonnet

And so there are many more And so there are many more 
advantages. If needed, you advantages. If needed, you 
could take a third person in the could take a third person in the 
front. The full-size spare wheel front. The full-size spare wheel 
is housed in the engine com-is housed in the engine com-
partment. The smart door han-partment. The smart door han-
dles are easy to fi nd even when dles are easy to fi nd even when 
it is completely dark. The large it is completely dark. The large 
round release button in the round release button in the 
centre can be operated with-centre can be operated with-
out fumbling. So you can quickly out fumbling. So you can quickly 
let your passengers in. Central let your passengers in. Central 
locking? No need locking? No need ~~ everything  everything 
is within reach.is within reach.

A number of innovations are A number of innovations are 
hidden under the aluminium. hidden under the aluminium. 
The front disc brakes placed The front disc brakes placed 
against the engine block have against the engine block have 
an extra claw for the handbrake an extra claw for the handbrake 
and are supplied with cool air and are supplied with cool air 
each time by the fan for better each time by the fan for better 
cooling.cooling.

This Ami Super was built in This Ami Super was built in 
November 1975. Here and November 1975. Here and 
there the paint needed touch-there the paint needed touch-
ing up in the interim, but there ing up in the interim, but there 
was no need for welding yet. was no need for welding yet. 
There are no rust problems.There are no rust problems.

And well, those little fl aws, And well, those little fl aws, 

That’s variability: the rear seat can be That’s variability: the rear seat can be 
used fl exibly.used fl exibly.
That’s variability: the rear seat folds That’s variability: the rear seat folds 
down down ~~ in seconds! in seconds!
That’s variability: the rear seat can be That’s variability: the rear seat can be 
folded forward folded forward ~~ in seconds! in seconds!
That’s variability: the rear seat can be That’s variability: the rear seat can be 
removed removed ~~ in seconds! in seconds!

Instead of crawling along with 24kInstead of crawling along with 24kWW  
and two cylinders, the Ami Super relies and two cylinders, the Ami Super relies 
on 40kon 40kWW and four cylinders  and four cylinders ~~ making  making 
the Frenchman quite fast on the road.the Frenchman quite fast on the road.
There is a wooden wedge in the front of There is a wooden wedge in the front of 
the engine compartment.the engine compartment.
Wooden wedge? It is so that the car Wooden wedge? It is so that the car 
doesn’t roll away on a hill. Such simple doesn’t roll away on a hill. Such simple 
solutions are the hallmark of the Ami solutions are the hallmark of the Ami 
Super.Super.
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Making Friends with the Ami SuperMaking Friends with the Ami Super
don’t they make the car actu-don’t they make the car actu-
ally tres charmant? The sagging ally tres charmant? The sagging 
seats indicate that this car has seats indicate that this car has 
been lived in. And the Ami can been lived in. And the Ami can 
take it. The Ami 6 and 8 are not take it. The Ami 6 and 8 are not 
high-value classics, but they ac-high-value classics, but they ac-

tually deserve better because tually deserve better because 
they are equipped with so many they are equipped with so many 
handy features and offer a lot of handy features and offer a lot of 
driving pleasure. In any case, we driving pleasure. In any case, we 
have become friends with the have become friends with the 
Ami.Ami.

This article, written by Thorsten 
Elbriggmann, fi rst appeared in the 
German edition of ‘Classic Cars’ 
in December, 2013. The accom-
panying images were taken by 
Daniela Loof. Permission to re-

print this article was given by the 
editor of the Dutch edition of 
‘Classic Cars’ on whose website 
your editor found the article.
Translated with www.DeepL.
com/Translator (free version)

Ami Super
The power you need, when you need it.

(6 CV, 4 cylinders, 1015 cm³, 140 km/h)

61 hp. SAE under foot.
To overtake very quickly.

Yes, to overtake, it’s better to have 
the power you need when you need it.

That’s why the Ami Super has a 
powerful engine. A 4-cylinder engine of 
1015 cm³. With 61 hp. SAE under your 
foot, you accelerate, you pass. That’s all 
there is to it.

And on the motorway, the Ami Super 
eff ortlessly reaches speeds of up to 140 
km/h.

More than just a new motor…
The Ami Super has a fl oor-mounted 

gearlever. And a suspension, braking 
and steering system to match its 
performance. And soft, contoured seats 
designed for long journeys. And fan-
forced heating, etc.

All this is worth a test drive. Sedan or 
estate. The Ami Super is available from 
your Citroën dealer. 
Get behind the wheel. 84.400 F + VAT

360 dealers and agents at your service.

For drivers, the famous GS 
engine and gearbox.
If you enjoy your driving you’ll 
get a lot of pleasure from the 
new Ami Super Power unit is 
the famous 1015cc Citroën GS 
engine – an advanced air-cooled 
light alloy fl at-four.

When you drive far you drive 
in the motorway fast lane. In 
town you have the zest you 
need to keep ahead of traffi  c 
problems and the ease of the 
fl oor-mounted GS gearlever and 
transmission. With a top speed 
in the high eighties the Ami 
Super has a performance way 
above its price bracket.
Reliable performance too –  

because the GS engine 
and gearbox have now 

been proved over 
millions of miles.

For families, Citroën comfort 
and safety.
Every Citroën is a lesson in 
comfort to other carmakers. 
The Ami Super is no exception. 
Suspension is independent with 
hydraulic shock absorbers. For 
safer motoring the Ami Super has 
front wheel drive and front disc 
brakes. Instruments on the new 
facia are clear and practical. With 
electric screenwashers, eff ective 
heater demister face-level fresh 
air vents Ami Super is top value: 
a driver’s car, a family car, a 
car that’s good for your bank 
balance.
Test drive the Ami Super at your 
Citroën dealers. Or write for 
brochure to:
Citroën Cars Ltd, Dept A69

Trading Estate Slough SL1 4QA
For £931.67 (plus vat) a well-
equipped saloon.
For £1018.33 (plus vat) a well-
equipped 4-door Estate.
The Ami Super Estate has all the 

new features 
of the saloon 

plus folding 
rear seat 

and 
fi fth 
door.

Two magazine Two magazine 
advertise-advertise-
ments for the ments for the 
Ami Super. Ami Super. 
The one on The one on 
this page is this page is 
French and French and 
the text has the text has 
been translat-been translat-
ed for publi-ed for publi-
cation. That cation. That 
on the facing on the facing 
page is from page is from 
the United the United 
Kingdom. In Kingdom. In 
both, and in both, and in 
the example the example 
on page 63 on page 63 
the copy has the copy has 
been re-set been re-set 
in order to in order to 
enhance its enhance its 
readabil-readabil-
ity whilst at-ity whilst at-
tempting to tempting to 
retain their retain their 
original lay-original lay-
out.out.
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A Lady Motorist DrivesA Lady Motorist Drives
from Adelaide tofrom Adelaide to

MelbourneMelbourne

MM rs B Thomson, the rs B Thomson, the 
wife of an Adelaide wife of an Adelaide 

dentist, last week achieved the dentist, last week achieved the 
distinction of being the fi rst distinction of being the fi rst 
woman to drive a motor car woman to drive a motor car 
from Adelaide to Melbourne. from Adelaide to Melbourne. 
Last May her husband, who Last May her husband, who 
is also a motoring enthusiast, is also a motoring enthusiast, 
made his fi rst successful run made his fi rst successful run 
between the two cities in a de between the two cities in a de 
Dion motor. The journey was Dion motor. The journey was 

accomplished with great diffi -accomplished with great diffi -
culty, as there are sandy stretch-culty, as there are sandy stretch-
es along the road which only a es along the road which only a 
light fl ying car can traverse. Mrs light fl ying car can traverse. Mrs 
Thomson, whose previous ex-Thomson, whose previous ex-
perience had been restricted to perience had been restricted to 
a few spins in the vicinity of Ad-a few spins in the vicinity of Ad-
elaide, decided to attempt the elaide, decided to attempt the 
trip on a Beeston Hunberette trip on a Beeston Hunberette 
car, of fi ve horse power, and car, of fi ve horse power, and 
weighing about fi ve hundred-weighing about fi ve hundred-
weight. She was her own chauf-weight. She was her own chauf-
feur, and was dressed for the feur, and was dressed for the 
part in leather overalls, peaked part in leather overalls, peaked 
cap, ear-fl aps, mask and gog-cap, ear-fl aps, mask and gog-
gles. Thus attired, Mrs Thom-gles. Thus attired, Mrs Thom-
son might have sat for her por-son might have sat for her por-
trait as an Esquimaux squaw, trait as an Esquimaux squaw, 
and the impression which her and the impression which her 
appearance made on village ho-appearance made on village ho-
tel-keepers along the road ren-tel-keepers along the road ren-
dered it diffi cult at times to ob-dered it diffi cult at times to ob-
tain accommodation for herself tain accommodation for herself 
and the mechanic who accom-and the mechanic who accom-

panied her. But a keen sense of panied her. But a keen sense of 
humour and the consciousness humour and the consciousness 
of being a pioneer among lady of being a pioneer among lady 
motorists enabled her to sur-motorists enabled her to sur-
mount these petty obstacles.mount these petty obstacles.

Mrs Thomson left Adelaide Mrs Thomson left Adelaide 
eight days ago. Her fi rst day’s eight days ago. Her fi rst day’s 
journey brought her to Men-journey brought her to Men-
ingie, after a run of 115miles. ingie, after a run of 115miles. 
Here she expected to get a Here she expected to get a 
fresh supply of petrol. Through fresh supply of petrol. Through 
some mistake, however, the oil some mistake, however, the oil 
had not been sent on, and Mrs had not been sent on, and Mrs 
Thomson was obliged to wait a Thomson was obliged to wait a 
day before the fuel arrived. On day before the fuel arrived. On 
Sunday she travelled from Men-Sunday she travelled from Men-
ingie to Kingston, the next stage ingie to Kingston, the next stage 
stages being from Kingston to stages being from Kingston to 
Mount Gambier, Mount Gambi-Mount Gambier, Mount Gambi-
er to Camperdown and Camp-er to Camperdown and Camp-
erdon to Geelong. Outside erdon to Geelong. Outside 
Geelong one of the tyres punc-Geelong one of the tyres punc-
tured, and shortly afterwards tured, and shortly afterwards 
the excessive vibration caused the excessive vibration caused 

a leak to start on the radiators.a leak to start on the radiators.
Hasty repairs were effected at Hasty repairs were effected at 

Geelong, and yesterday morn-Geelong, and yesterday morn-
ing Mrs Thomson telegraphed ing Mrs Thomson telegraphed 
to the Automobile Club that to the Automobile Club that 
she was starting on the last sec-she was starting on the last sec-
tion of her journey. The vice-tion of her journey. The vice-
president [Mr T Rand], accom-president [Mr T Rand], accom-
panied by Mr HB James and panied by Mr HB James and 
several other enthusiasts, set several other enthusiasts, set 
out on automobiles along the out on automobiles along the 
Geelong road to meet her. The Geelong road to meet her. The 
meeting took place on a dusty meeting took place on a dusty 
stretch of road on the Werribee stretch of road on the Werribee 
plains, and could not have been plains, and could not have been 
exceeded in enthusiasm. The exceeded in enthusiasm. The 
sight of the pass of smoke lying sight of the pass of smoke lying 

Florence Thomson: Pioneer DriverFlorence Thomson: Pioneer Driver

This 2This 2CVCV Dolly was one of the partici- Dolly was one of the partici-
pants in the 2022 Florence Thomson pants in the 2022 Florence Thomson 
Tour. Other participating vehicles includ-Tour. Other participating vehicles includ-
ed at least six Morris Minors. So while ed at least six Morris Minors. So while 
there were a number of vintage cars there were a number of vintage cars 
amongst the 61 participants cars of that amongst the 61 participants cars of that 
age are not an essential requirement to age are not an essential requirement to 
participate.participate.

Adelaide to Melbourne was not Flor-Adelaide to Melbourne was not Flor-
ence’s sole motoring claim to fame. In ence’s sole motoring claim to fame. In 
1905 she was the sole female entrant 1905 she was the sole female entrant 
in the Dunlop Reliability Motor contest in the Dunlop Reliability Motor contest 
from Sydney to Melbourne, successfully from Sydney to Melbourne, successfully 
completing the fi ve day trial in a six completing the fi ve day trial in a six 
horsepower Wolseley.horsepower Wolseley.
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over Melbourne put fresh heart over Melbourne put fresh heart 
into the pluck motorist, whose into the pluck motorist, whose 
arms were numbed by the con-arms were numbed by the con-
tinual vibration of the steering-tinual vibration of the steering-
wheel. The next 25miles, how-wheel. The next 25miles, how-
ever, were destined to prove ever, were destined to prove 
more troublesome than even more troublesome than even 
the sandy deserts of Coorong. the sandy deserts of Coorong. 
The water-tank began leaking The water-tank began leaking 
badly, and several halts had to badly, and several halts had to 
be made to refi ll the reservoir be made to refi ll the reservoir 
before the journey was com-before the journey was com-
pleted. Mrs Thomson stuck to pleted. Mrs Thomson stuck to 
her work bravely, and had the her work bravely, and had the 
satisfaction of steering her mo-satisfaction of steering her mo-
tor to its destination. She was in tor to its destination. She was in 
charge of the machine through-charge of the machine through-
out the tour, and her perfor-out the tour, and her perfor-
mance is one of which any mo-mance is one of which any mo-
torist would be proud.torist would be proud.

Mrs Thomson says she thor-Mrs Thomson says she thor-
oughly enjoyed the trip, and oughly enjoyed the trip, and 
adds, ‘I steered the car the adds, ‘I steered the car the 
whole way. Of course there is whole way. Of course there is 
a certain amount of vibration, a certain amount of vibration, 
and my arms are a bit stiff, and and my arms are a bit stiff, and 
the muscles rather contracted, the muscles rather contracted, 
by driving such a long distance. by driving such a long distance. 
But I must say that there is not But I must say that there is not 
much vibration on my car, and much vibration on my car, and 
with the exception of the leak-with the exception of the leak-
age of the tank, it behaved ad-age of the tank, it behaved ad-
mirably. I used about 15gallons mirably. I used about 15gallons 
of petrol on the journey. The of petrol on the journey. The 
petrol I had was very good, petrol I had was very good, 
and there was no smoke or and there was no smoke or 
smell from it. I cannot say that smell from it. I cannot say that 
there were any sensational inci-there were any sensational inci-
dents connected with the trip. dents connected with the trip. 
When nearing Casterton in the When nearing Casterton in the 
dusk the car frightened a num-dusk the car frightened a num-
ber of horses, which were be-ber of horses, which were be-

ing driven along the road, and ing driven along the road, and 
they managed to get away from they managed to get away from 
the young man who was driving the young man who was driving 
them. At a Casterton hotel they them. At a Casterton hotel they 
told me that they were full, and told me that they were full, and 
I had to go somewhere else for I had to go somewhere else for 
accommodation. I didn’t know accommodation. I didn’t know 
whether the motorist dress of whether the motorist dress of 
leather overalls, ear-fl aps, mask leather overalls, ear-fl aps, mask 
and goggles frightened them. At and goggles frightened them. At 
Geelong also I was told at three Geelong also I was told at three 
hotels that they were full. But, hotels that they were full. But, 
as I said before, I thoroughly en-as I said before, I thoroughly en-
joyed the trip’.joyed the trip’.
This report on Florence Thom-This report on Florence Thom-
son’s trip fi rst appeared in ‘The son’s trip fi rst appeared in ‘The 
Weekly Times’ of Saturday, 2 Weekly Times’ of Saturday, 2 
April, 1904.April, 1904.

Each year to commemorate Each year to commemorate 
this achievement the this achievement the AOMCAOMC, , 
in conjunction with the in conjunction with the RACVRACV  
runs the Florence Thomson runs the Florence Thomson 
Tour. The Tour celebrates the Tour. The Tour celebrates the 
pioneering spirit and contribu-pioneering spirit and contribu-
tion of Women to Australian tion of Women to Australian 
motoring. So, ladies, please put motoring. So, ladies, please put 
the date in your diary so you the date in your diary so you 
don’t miss out.don’t miss out.

Florence Thomson: Pioneer DriverFlorence Thomson: Pioneer Driver
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