
 

 

 
 
 

Traction Clutches 
 
 
Foreword by Rob Little. 
 
The following articles on setting up Traction clutches, written by Gerry Propsting and 
Jack Weaver both include valuable information. They should be read and fully 
understood before undertaking setting up a clutch. If followed you will achieve a 
lovely easy to operate clutch, the setting of the operating levers is crucial. 
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Diaphragm Clutch Modification 

L15 Clutch Pressure Plate Fitting Instructions and Drawing 

E-mail sent  Rob Little on Tue 11/07/2006  from Bourne P & P on fitting of clutch to L 15

1. Manufacture 6 off spacers 20mm o.d. x 6mm i.d. x 6mm thick from mild steel. Spacers must be of

identical thickness.

2. Manufacture Thrust Bearing Carrier Adapter from 75mm dia mild steel. The 45mm dia is critical to

allow an interference fit with the new Thrust Bearing, Do not countersink holes at this stage.

3. Remove 9mm from the Thrust Bearing face of the Original Thrust Bearing Carrier.

4. Place the new Thrust Bearing Carrier Adapter into the modified Original Thrust Bearing Carrier &

mark the position of the 4 off holes in the Carrier for the M4 countersunk holding screws by spot

drilling through the adapter.

5. Remove the Adapter & drill & tap the M4 holes into the Original Carrier.

6. Countersink the 4mm dia holes in the Adapter.

7. Drill 2 off 2mm dia holes at right angles to each other for locating the return spring.

8. Fit the Adapter to the modified Original Carrier using M4 countersunk screws. Treat screws with

Loctite.

9. Fit Thrust Bearing # GSB 319 to the Modified Carrier & mount the assembly into the Bellhousing.

Connect the Return Spring to the Carrier using the 2mm holes.

10. Fit the Clutch Plate & Pressure Plate to the Flywheel using the original fixing holes & placing 6 off

6mm spacers between the Flywheel & Pressure plate. Line up the Clutch Plate as normal. Use new

8.8 grade bolts with spring washers. Clutch Plate is standard Light 15, 8mm thick.

11. With the Bellhouse fitted, set the position of the Clutch Lever to 160mm from the centre of its

connection hole to the Engine face of the Bellhousing.

The Pressure Plate used is from a Mitsubishi Sigma 1977-82. # 850 614. 

Pressure Plate & Thrust Bearing can be obtained from “Clutch & Brake Australia Pty.Ltd” ( CBA ). 

They can also reface the clutch plate if required. 

It is recommended that the Flywheel should be lightened at this time. This, along with the weight lost 

with the Clutch modification, will assist with gear changing & engine braking. If it is decided to lighten 

the flywheel it is advisable to have it balanced. 
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