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Postal Address

CITROEN  CLASSIC  OWNERS'
CLUB of AUSTRALIA Inc.

The address of the Club and this
magazine is:

PO Box 52, Balwyn,Victoria, 3103.
The Club’s website is:

www.citroenclassic.org.au
Citroén Classic Owners’ Club of
Australia Inc. is a member of the
Association of Motoring Clubs.
The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily
those of CCOCA or its Committee.
Neither CCOCA nor its Committee
can accept any responsibility for
any mechanical advice printed in, or
adopted from this publication.
The Club cannot accept any
responsibility for; or involvement in,
any business relationship that may
occur between an advertiser and a
member of the Club.

Annual Membership is $35 and
printed editions of ‘Front Drive' are
posted to Australian addresses for
an additional $45 per yean.

Club meetings are held on the
fourth Wednesday of every month
[except December] at 7:30pm.The
venue is the Frog Hollow Reserve
Rooms, Fordham Ave., Camberwell.
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committee

President ~ Ted Cross
(03] 9819 2208 [H]
president@citroenclassic.org.au
Secretary ~ Sue Bryant
0412 518 849 [M]
secretary@citroenclassic.org.au
Treasurer ~ lan Macdermott
0419 362 375 [M]
treasurer@citroenclassic.org.au
Activity Coordinator ~ Lee Dennes
0438 286 181 [M]
activities@citroenclassic.org.au
Spare Parts Officer ~ Max Lewis
0458 993 771 [M]
spareparts@citroenclassic.org.au
Publication Editor ~ Leigh Miles
No telephone contact at present
editor@citroenclassic.org.au
Web Site Manager ~ Bruce Stringer
0412 342 706 [M]
websitemanagen@citroenclassic.org.au
Committee Persons ~
Marg Towt 0408 373 181 [M]
RussellWade 0401 859 704 [M]

The cover image was downloaded
from www.carthrottle.com. It was
posted by Samuel Pincin.

The deadline for the next edition
of ‘Front Drive’is Sunday, 17
September and for ‘démarreur’ it is
Sunday, 22 October.
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Membership Secretary ~
lan Macdermott 0419 362 375 [M]
treasurer@citroenclassic.org.au
Asset Custodians ~ Ted Cross
Max Lewis
AOMC Liaison Officers ~
Max Lewis 0458 993 771 [M]
Russell Wade [03] 9570 3486 [H]
Club Permit & Safety Officers ~
Ted Cross [03] 9819 2208 [H]
Philip Rogers  [03] 5944 3091 [H]
Russell Wade [03] 9570 3486 [H]
Librarian ~ Max Lewis
0458 993 771 [M]
librarian@citroenclassic.org.au
Club Shop ~ Vacant
clubshop@citroenclassic.org.au
ICCCR Representative ~
Ted Cross [03] 9819 2208 [H]
Facebook Administrator ~
Rita Robinson 0435 530 780 [M]
facebook@citroenclassic.org.au

ILife Members

The committee awards life
membership to Club members in
recognition of their contribution

to, and support of, the Club. Life
memberships have been awarded to:

Arthur and Nance Clarke 1984
Jack Weaver 1991
Peter Boyle 2003
Ted Cross 2012
Rob Little 2012
Sue Bryant 2017
Brian Wade 2017
Leigh Miles 2022
Lance Wearne 2023
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Contributors

Contributors  to this edition of
‘Front Drive’ include Chris Bailey,
Dominique Belliere, Bibi, Alan Brown,
Andrew Cox, Serge Doumergue,
Garth Foxwell and Fabien Sabates.

Club  Permit  applications
to VicRoads must be
accompanied by a RWC [pre
1949 cars can be inspected
by a Club Safety Officer],
ownership  validation  and
VicRoads forms endorsed by

the Club including financial
validation.

New Permit holders must
supply the Club  with
approved photos, club permit
number and expiry date.
While Club permit renewals

can be done via the post
CCOCA encourages you to
do this via the internet and
email. It is faster, simpler and
safer than the post. Payment
can also be completed via
yourVicRoads on-line account.

SPARE PARTS & TOOLS
Contact Max Lewis. Phone:
0458 993 771 [if you do
phone, please do so at
a reasonable hour] or
spareparts@citroenclassic.org.
au

CLUB SHOP

Club  Shop is presently
not operating. For further
information please contact
the Club’s President.

OTHER CLUBS

Vic  www.citcarclubvic.org.au
NSWwww.citroencarclub.orgau
QLD www.citroenclubgld.org
SA  www.clubcitroensa.com
WA www.citroenwa.org.au
Tas www.citroentas.org
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Ed Sed
Wile this edition of
our magazine cele-

brates the 75th Anniversary of
the launch of the H van which
went on sale in 1948, it could
be argued that its ‘launch’ was
actually the prior year,

So, according to some the
75th Anniversary was last yean
| will not get into an argument
over it. The important point
is that with the H van Citroén
created a whole new type of
vehicle. Except the Double
Chevrons did not. Well, actu-
ally it did... but it did it almost
a decade earlier: back in May
1939 when it launched the TUB.

The TUB was officially ac-
cepted by the French Service
des Mines on 12 May 1939 and
in this edition the UK Citroén
Club’s commercial vehicle ex-
pert, Andrew Cox, tells the
story behind [well behind] the
H van.

How different was the TUB
from the modern forward con-
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trol van? How far have we re-
ally come? Dominique Belliere
from the French Traction Club
[Traction Universalle] has the
answers in his comparison be-
tween the TUB and the 1994
Jumper vans. The similarities are
closer than you might expect.

Our Queensland friend, Serge
Doumergue, is back to with us
again this month to tell us about
his H van. While his van cur-
rently has the appearance of
a Michelin delivery/service van
it will soon be joining the Sa-
peurs et Pompiers in brand new
bright red livery.

Some of you may remember
my investigation into the history
of Dave Rogers’ early GSA and
our discovery that it is the old-
est road-going right hand drive
GSA in the world. Well with no
digging on my part we are able
to bring the story of the oldest
HZ van, which at the time the
article was written was still in
the hands of its original owner.
The digging was undertaken by
the late Fabien Sabatés.

| have always ascribed to the
view that every Citroén, no
matter how new it is, is a Clas-
sic. Maybe my appeal has not
been falling on deaf ears as Club
member Garth Foxwell has just
bought a new car which in his
own words is a ‘Classic. A new
C5 X

This model, and its develop-

Continued on page 6
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{/ he good news for this
edition is that our social

activities are ramping up for the
rest of the year. Please check
the magazine and the website
for what is available for you to
support. In October we have
the French Car Festival which
is being jointly run by CCO-
CA/CCCV so it is bound to be
worthwhile attending. It is being
held in Hawthorn at the Patter-
son Reserve [Hawthorn Farm-
er's Market site] on Sunday, 22
October. So please keep this
date free ~ we want as many
Citroéns as possible to attend,
given we are the host clubs.
More information coming very
soon.

The new C5 X Citroén is be-
ing widely accepted locally, and
some of our members have
purchased them. For a mod-
ern Citroén to revert to its
old roots and be recognized
as having a superior ride qual-
ity is encouraging. Small en-
gines rule at the moment [the
similar Peugeot 3008 is |.2-litre
turbo Iocally] but these engines
produce plenty of power, so |
think we just need to accept the
new reality. Rita, our Facebook
guru has one ~ so they must be
good.

Eric Bishop is busy improving
his Traction drive shaft prob-
lem with new technology, and
new member Dennis O'Keefe,
is planning to fit a power steer-
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ing kit to his new arrival. Con-
gratulations to these two mem-
bers for keeping one of the
main purposes of CCOCA rele-
vant. Eric’s report can be found
on our Facebook page, and will
appear in the magazine at some
stage soon | suspect.

We have another lovely IDI9
join our club plates scheme.
Also, Jamie and Janelle Bryce
have a well-known IDI19 in their
garage ~ with a future Raid
2CV beckoning. Raymond and
Lorraine Squire in Queensland
now have a very un-molest-
ed and original Big |5 Traction
[ex-Victoria] and have joined
us. This car needed plenty of
re-commissioning and Ray has
been busy on his new treas-
ure. CCOCA Spare Parts will be
busy in coming months.

Lee Dennes is recovering
from her accident and will keep
you informed of future activities
by email. We all welcome Lee
back to keep us busy.

Ted Cross ~ President
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Continued from page 4

ment, was covered in a recent
edition and more recently Philip
and | have taken one out for a
test drive over here in the UK.
Unfortunately, the only pure
petrol version of the car now
sold here is fitted with the |.2-li-
tre motor. While we were very
impressed, as was Garth, with
the comfort level, we decided
that with four-up for touring,
with luggage, the small engine
would rather struggle. Garth,
like others in Australia, has the
option of the l.6-litre engine.
If you are giving consideration
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to a new car both Garth and |
would have to point you in the
direction of the C5 X. Read his
test drive in this edition.

Alan Brown is back with us
after a few months under the
pump of work. He completes
his story of the reluctant Ven-
déo-Australian nineteenth-
century castaway, although he
clearly has left the door open
for more stories from his part
of France in future editions.

Something for everyone? |
hope so!

Enjoy,
Leigh F Miles ~ Editor

Please note: To book or RSV/P for a CCOCA organised event you must register
on line at the club’s website. Do not contact the organiser
to register your attendance.
In line with Government guidelines CCOCA no longer requires proof of
vaccination if you attend events arranged by CCOCA. The requirernents of
other organizations is not impacted by this decision.
The Club strongly recommends wearing a mask in areas where you
cannot maintain social distancing.

e August

August Monthly
Meeting: Pub Meal
WHEN: Wednesday, 23 August

TIME: [9:30
WHERE: The Tower Hotel, 686
Burwood Rd.,

Hawthorn East

COST:Dinner and refreshments
to your account

BOOKINGS: Essential by
Monday , 2| August

BRING: Your smiling face
MORE INFO: Helen & Ted
Cross,
crossfam@ozemail.com.au

Citroén Owners and

DO NOT CALL HELEN TO
REGISTER! You must register/
book via the CCOCA website
https://citroenclassic.org.au
AUGUST BOOKING

The hotel has two parking areas
with free parking after 18:00.
Both are just off Burwood Rd,
opposite the hotel entrance
and adjacent to the entrance.
You may choose from either
a ‘Meal Deal' [the choice of
several main meals, plus a pot
of beer, soft drink or a glass of
wine $25pp] or order from the
regular menu and pay the regu-
lar price. Dietary requirements
catered for.

Please wear you name tag!

e September

Pork Dumpling Cooking
Class

WHEN: Saturday, 16
September
TIME: 13:00

WHERE: Southern Church
of Christ, 2 Chesterville Rd.,
Cheltenham

Enthusiasts
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COST: $15pp
BOOKINGS: Essential by
Wednesday, |13 September
BRING: An apron and an
appetite

MORE INFO: Rita Richardson,
facebook@citroenclassic.org.au

DO NOT CONTACT RITA TO
REGISTER! You must register/
book via the CCOCA website
https://citroenclassic.org.au
SEPTEMBER BOOKING

Club member, and our Face-
book Moderator Rita Robinson,
assisted by her husband Mark,
has offered the Club’s chefs and
budding chefs the opportunity
to learn the art of making au-
thentic North Chinese style
pork dumplings. Numbers are
limited to just 16 participants,
so if you want to learn from
an expert register soon! Your
$15 covers all costs, including
ingredients.

Septernber Monthly
eeting: Bingo Evening
WHEN:  Wednesday, 27 Sep-
tember



https://citroenclassic.org.au/wordpress/event/general-meeting/
https://citroenclassic.org.au/wordpress/event/pork-dumpling-cooking-class/
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TIME: [9:30
WHERE: Frog Hollow Reserve
Rooms, Fordham Ave.,
Camberwell

COST: Free
BOOKINGS: Essential for cater-
ing by Monday , 25 September

MORE INFO: Lee Dennes,
l.dennes@bigpond.net.au

DO NOT CALL LEE TO REG-
ISTER! You must register/book
via the CCOCA website https:/
citroenclassic.org.au
SEPTEMBER BOOKING

More details soon!

e October

Australian National
Show/ & Shime ~ Etroa
WHEN: Sunday, | October

TIME: 08: 3 to 15:30
WHERE:  Seven Creeks Park,

Euroa
COST: Show cars $10, inc

driver, general public $5pp,
under |6 free

BOOKINGS:  On line booking
essential

MORE INFO:  www.australian-
nationalshowandshine.com.au/

EUROA SHOW WEBSITE

Euroa Show and Shine presi-
dent, lan Langlands said, “With
a renewed committee and new
members it looks like the 2023
Show will be better than ever,
this year we will be screening
the fim ‘Wide Open Road.
The story of cars in Australia,
this will be screened on Sunday

CCOCA members
John and Jenny
Grieve attended

the 2015 Nation-

al Show & Shine
at Euroa.
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Ist at the Euroa Community
Cinema, entry will be gold coin
donation.

Major attractions will again in-
clude some of the most popular
from last year, with the Euroa
SES display to be re-located to a
more visible location.
Negotiations are  progress-
ing well with the enormously
popular  Australian  Defence
Forces display which included
the Hawkei and Bushmaster
Armoured Protected Vehicles
together with a group of ADF
personnel to answer questions
and explain the vehicles.

Car clubs will once again be back
in force with Central Victorian
Corvettes who were 2022's
Best Club Display winners, this
year facing a serious challenge
from the Mercedes Benz Club
of Victoria.

Commitments from many regu-
lar clubs and individual owners
are starting to pile in, especially
in the 1960s category: that dec-
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ade being this year’s featured
era.

Cost of living out of control?
Not so with the Euroa Show
and Shine, with the ridiculously
affordable entry fees which
have remained unchanged since
2016!

Tickets available on line www.
ticketebo.com.au/euroa_anss

All French Car Day
WHEN:  Sunday, 22 October
TIME: From 09:00

WHERE: Patterson Reserve,
484 Auburn Rd., Hawthorn.
COST: TBC
BRING:  Everything for a day's
picnic including table and chairs
MORE INFO: Lee Dennes,
l.dennes@bigpond.net.au
DO NOT CALL LEE TO REG-
ISTER! You must register/book
via the CCOCA website https:/
citroenclassic.org.au
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ALL FRENCH BOOKING

More details to follow once
they have been finalised.

o November
11th Gateway to

Gippsiand Rally.
WHEN: Friday, 3 to Monday 6,
November
TIME: From 16:00
WHERE: Warragul and district
COST: $80per vehicle, plus
$142per person [under 12
$69.50, excl Dinner Dance]

BOOKINGS: Essential
MORE INFO: Eric Bishop,
0409 452 170

events@wgvrcinc.com.au

DO NOT CALL
ERIC TO
REGISTER!
You can
download
the book-
ing  form
via the
CCOCA
website
https://
citroenclassic.
org.au
GIPPSLAND GATEWAY
BOOKING

West Gippsland Vehicle Restor-
ers Club Inc invites you to the
‘Gateway to Gippsland Rally.
Melbourne Cup Weekend!

Join us and enjoy the 2023 event
in your Veteran, Vintage, Classic
or Post-Classic Vehicle.


https://www.australiannationalshowandshine.com.au/home
https://citroenclassic.org.au/wordpress/event/gateway-to-gippsland-rally/
https://form.jotform.com/232169434802859
https://form.jotform.com/232170402684854
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* Friday, 3 November
16:00 to 19:00: Registration at
Masonic Hall Korumburra Rd.
Warragul. Meet up with old
friends and make new ones
[tea/coffee/snack food]

* Saturday, 4 November
08:30: Completion of Regis-
tration at the Masonic Hall.
Morning tea provided.
09:30: Official opening of the
Rally and flag off before we
take a scenic drive to Noojee.
Lunch at the Noojee Pub.
The evening will be free for
participants to do as they
wish.
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* Sunday, 5 November

09:00: Morning tea/coffee at
the Masonic Hall.

10:00: A briefing will be given
prior to the commencement
of the Show and Shine event
at the Masonic Hall.

12:30:  Commencement of
a short run to visit and have
lunch at the Holden Museum
in Trafalgar. Those not keen
to visit the museum can take
themselves to Old Gippstown
at Moe or Yarragon to seek
out something of interest to
themselves.

18:30 for 19:00: Pizza/Movie
Night at the Masonic Hall.
Monday, 6 November

09:30: Meet at the Masonic
Hall for morning tea/coffee.
10:00: Briefing followed by a
drive to the Bryant Park Hill
Climb venue in the Yallourn
Haunted Hills area, this be-
ing described as the best
Hill Climb track in Australial
Participants will be able to
drive around the track for a
bit of fun, but there will be
NO RACING! Tea coffee and
lunch will be available at their
clubhouse. We will return
to Warragul in the region of
15:00, and you can make your
own way back having a look
around the area possibly in-
cluding a stop off in Yarragon.
[9:00: Dinner Dance at the
Drouin Golf Club [Cash bar
available].  Tea/coffee  pro-
vided. Dress Code: Appropri-
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ate garment/s which would
suitably compliment the make
and year of your vehicle! ie
‘Dress for the era. There will
also be an Auction of Motor-
ing Memorabilia. A bus will
be provided to pick up and
drop off participants for this
event from specified points
in Warragul and Drouin ~
please advise, on your entry
form, as to whether you
wish to take up this offen
Exact time and location will
be confirmed at the time of
registration.
* Tuesday, 7 November

08:00 to 09:30: BIG BREKKY ~
Say farewell to all your mates.

Yea Open Garden
Weekend

WHEN: Friday, 10 to Sunday, 12
November
WHERE: Yea, Victoria
COST: Weekend pass to all
gardens $40pp
BOOKINGS: Essential
BRING: Everything for a week-
end away

Enthusiasts 11
Aug., 23
MORE INFO: Marg Towt,

margtowt@bigpond.net.au

DO NOT CALL MARG TO
REGISTER! You must register/
book via the CCOCA website
https://citroenclassic.org.au

YEA WEEKEND BOOKING

The Yea Rotary Open Gardens
is an annual event, which has
been happening for the past ||
years. It showcases both town
and country gardens found in



https://citroenclassic.org.au/wordpress/event/yea-open-gardens-weekend-2023/
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the Yea and surrounding areas.
Eight gardens are available to
visit. Visitors to any garden will
have the opportunity to speak
to the garden owners, experi-
ence a wide range of individual
and inspiring garden designs and
enjoy the environs of Yea and
its surrounds. Rotary volun-
teers man each of the gardens
providing assistance and local
information to visitors. In addi-
tion, the local Yea Garden Club
holds its annual plant sale which
has gained the reputation of
providing many varied and unu-
sual plants at very reasonable
prices.

* Accommodation [2night stay]
Alexandra Motel & Motor Inn,
76 Downey Street Alexandra
3714.

Friday 10 & Saturday Il No-
vember. [03] 5772 2077 Bade
or Cassie. Telephone book
only. DO NOT book on line!
This Motel will be held ex-
clusively for our Citroén
group until 10 October 2023.
There are limited rooms, so
book early! It is a 20 minute
drive from Yea, and has local
pubs and shops within a five
minute walk.

Looking Ahead

o March 2024

Pre Cit-In & Traction
Avant 90th Birthday
Run, Tasmania

WHEN: Thursday, 14 to Friday,

National Magazine
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Pre Cit-In Tour Route Map
Bridport
Devonport
Ulverstone
St Helens
Strahan
Bothwell

22 March 2024

WHERE: Anti-clockwise around
Tasmania, ending in Devon-
port, Tasmania

COST: TBC
BOOKINGS: Essential
MORE INFO:Grahame Vaughan

0412 593 075

vaughan.grahame@gmail.com

PREAMBLE [Please read carefully]
An anticlockwise trip around
interesting parts of Tassie over
eight days finishing for the start
of CIT-IN 2024 in Devonport.
The Tour is ideally suited to
Tractions and will celebrate the
90th Birthday, so please drive
yours! Naturally, other models
all welcome.

Accommodation is TIGHT and
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will be first in best dressed, so
book ASAP.
So get together with your
friends and share IF POSSIBLE
as this will less expensive and
will help with accommodation
tightness.
Telephone or email the venues;
if you look on their websites
they may appear ‘booked out’
because space is being held for
us.
You will need to Register with
me to get updates [see later]
Apologies if | mislead you re run
detail when chatting before, but
venue changes happened. So
recheck please.
Book and pay yourselves for all
accommodation.
ROUTE
e Day I:  Thursday, 14 March
Ulverstone [22kms from ferry]
Meet at Ulverstone Big 4
Caravan Park
* Accommodation
Big 4 Caravan Park, 57 Wa-
ter St., Ulverstone. Barbara
or Katrina [03] 6425 2624
or Beachway Motel. Ken,
[03] 6425 2342. [About
[00metres from Caravan
Park].
* Day 2 Friday, |5 March
Ulverstoneto Strahan[205km]
+ Accommodation  [2night
stay]
Big 4 Caravan Park, 10
Innes St, Strahan. Jill or
Ginny [03] 6471 7442
[Situated left on the way
into Town]
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* Day 3 Saturday, 16 March
At your leisure in Strahan
NB: APT Train will depart
from both = Strahan and
Queenstown and both go
halfway turnabout and return.
Plenty to do otherwise in-
cluding Gordon River Cruise
both day and twilight includ-
ing meals
e Day 4 Sunday, 17 March
Strahan to Bothwell [248km]
Travel to Bothwell, population
under 400!
« Accommodation  [2night
stay]
Ratho Farm, 2122 High-
lands Lakes Rd, Bothwell.
Jo or Michael [03] 6259
5553. [On the edge of
town, Miena side ]
This is home to the
Southern  Hemisphere's
first Golf Course and still
going with 1830s house
and  outbuildings  now
used as accommodation
for Weddings; so used
to house larger groups.
Great rustic charm with
many shared outbuildings
recently renovated mostly
each room with own en
suite and central area for
shared meals/drinks etc.
They have seven overflow
en suite rooms upstairs in
town [maybe |-2kms away
and local pub similar digs
with some AirBnB shared
cottages. Tents/Vans are
OK at Ratho Farm.
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* Day 5 Monday, 18 March
At your leisure in Bothwell
Hobart is about | hour away
[76km] if you wish to do a day
visit to Mona etc

* Day 6 Tuesday, 19 March
Bothwell to St Helens [207km]
« Accommodation  [2night

stay]

NRMA Caravan Park, 18
St Helens Point Rd., St
Helens. Now trades under
Tasman Holiday Parks.
sthelens@tasmanholiday-
parks.com [03] 6376 2332.
Good Cabins/Tents/Vans/
Restaurant

NB: Will only hold until end
of July, so book early but
there are plenty of alterna-
tives.

* Day 7 Wednesday, 20 March
At your leisure in St Helens
A local club member will lead
a scenic drive.

* Day 8  Thursday, 21 March
St Helens to Bridport[120km]
* Accommodation in smaller

venues only. We will be at
Platypus Park Retreat 20
Ada St., Bridport. Gina [03]
6356 1873. Smaller some
shared '/0s style but pleas-
ant.

or Bridport Bay Inn Motel
79 Main St., Bridport. [03]
6356 1238, leanne@brid-
portbayinn.com.au  Basic
accommodation, book ear-
Iy held few just a months
or share at The Old Pier

National Magazine for

Apartments 6x2 bedroom,
good spot also has a 3 bed-
room cottage 2km away.
Colleen 0400 352 369
holding for a few months.
NB: Plenty of AirBnBs
* Day 8 Friday, 22 March
Bridportto Devonport[139km]
Arrive at Cit-In for registra-
tion!
REGISTRATION
Contact Anne and Grahame to
Register for Pre Cit-In run. Email
is the best contact method:
Please use ‘Pre Cit" as the Sub-
ject so | actually notice them.
vaughan.grahame@gmail.com
If you are desperate the mobile
numbers are:
Grahame 0412 593 075 and
Anne 0409 980 100
* | need you to please emalil
me when you have booked
with your email/mobile details
immediately. Car and registra-
tion number when it is con-
venient so | have some idea
who is coming to organise
meals, routes etc.
Also, | will acknowledge your
contact but note we are over-
seas for approximately three
weeks from 18 June.
Looking forward to the Event
and Cit-In 2024
POST CIT-IN NOTE
Launceston is about one hour
away and Hobart around three
hours from Devonport and |
hope you read all this and | will
quiz!

Citroén
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dit-In 2024: Devonport,
Tasmania

WHEN: Friday, 22 to
Monday, 25 March 2024
WHERE: Devonport, Tasmania
COST: TBC
BOOKINGS: Essential
MORE INFO:  Michael Barrett,
President CCCT,
0407 360 443
mikesgaragel23@outlook.com
WEBSITE: https://citroentas.org/
cit-in-2024/
CIT-IN 2024 SITE

Welcome to Tasmania, the

host state for Cit-In 2024
‘Qur Little Secret’

Devonportis a city on Tasmania
North West Coast, where the
Mersey River meets Bass Strait.
By strolling along the coastal
trail to The Bluff one can en-
counter Aboriginal rock carv-
ings. Alternatively, relax on the

National Magazine for

beaches or install yourself

in a charming park and enjoy
the natural surroundings.

A ride on the Don River Rail-
way steam train to Coles Beach
is a nice way to entertain your-
selves and see the sights along
the eastern banks of the Don
River.

On the waterfront, visit the The
Bass Strait Maritime Centre to
learn more about the intriguing
maritime history of the city.
Immerse yourself in Tasmanian
art at the Devonport Regional
Gallery.
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Observation Compe-

tition.

Formal Dinner and Presen-

tations ~ Paranaple Centre.
* Monday, 25 March

Farewell breakfast.
REGISTRATION
Forthcoming on our website
www.citroentas.org
Details of costs etc to be ad-
vised.
CANCELLATION POLICY
The committee will make every
endeavour to refund monies to
people who submit a request.
Each case will be considered
individually.
ACCOMMODATION
Novotel Devonport is Devon-
port's premium 4-star hotel
boasting an unrivalled location
in the heart of the city. With
city, park and water views, it is
perfectly positioned within easy
reach of shops, restaurants and
the Spirit of Tasmania terminal.
Relaxed, family friendly and
welcoming. Home to the Spirit
of Tasmania and known for its
reserves, cycling, walking tracks,
recreational facilities, beaches
and rivers Devonport makes a
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great base for your holiday to

Tasmania with ease of access to

explore the North Coast and

neighbouring towns.

* Novotel Devonport Contact
details
2 Best St., corner of Rooke
and Best Sts, Devonport,
Tasmania, Australia 7310.
You can book your accom-
modation by going to www.
idem.events/r/citroen-car-
club or follow the link below:
NOVOTEL BOOKING

* Securing accommodation is
your responsibility

ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODA-

TION

A selection of alternative ac-

commodation options, including

motels, B and Bs and caravan

parks, will be publicised on our

Website  www.citroentas.org

shortly.

REACH ONE'S DESTINATION.

Come on board.

Spirit of Tasmania

www.spiritoftasmania.com.au

* Securing travel is your re-
sponsibility, sailing bookings
are limited so don't miss out
on this great adventure. Book
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Chit Chat Tuesday

WHEN: Ist Tuesday

5 September

3 October

7 November

TIME: 10:00

WHERE:  Laneway Espresso
Café, Dromana

COST: Cheap Eats
BOOKING: Not required
CONTACT: Warwick Spinaze
0407 016 719.

Laneway Espresso Café ~
next door to the Dromana
Hotel, 167 Nepean H'way,
Dromana. Easy to find, plenty
of parking, under-cover seat-
ing if weather wet. This is a
low key ‘DIY’ event for like
minded Citroén owners to
meet and chat.



www.stuckey.com.au
https://all.accor.com/hotel/C045/index.en.shtml
https://citroentas.org/
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Jotally Traction

/recently wrote about the
early Traction Avants that
had no opening boot lid but
two filler caps. | made a stab at
the reason for no boot lid but
am at a loss about the filler caps
~ there being only one tank.

Some research was needed. |
still have not found any expla-
nation for there being two filler
caps. However, they say it's all
about the journey rather than
the destination. During my in-
vestigations, | have reread sev-
eral things and learnt a bit more
about these very early Trac-
tions.

One of my sources was |Je-
rome Collignon's blog ~ htt-
ps://jeromecollignon.blog4ever.
com. M Collignon tells of his
purchase of a 1934 1AL and his
troubles getting it fixed.

These early cars did not have
the wonderful rack and pinion
steering with which most of us
are familiar. Instead, they were
blessed with a worm and sector
steering box. My '59 Chrysler
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has a recirculating ball steering
box which controls the steering
in a very similar way. The steer-
ing column is connected to the
steering box which is connect-
ed to one of the front wheels. A
bar, which at least in American
car language, is called a centre
link connects this wheel to the
other one. Another item called
a Pitman arm mimics the action
of the steering box at the other

Citroén Owners and

end of the link and controls the
nearside wheel. In Tractions the
centre link crosses above the
gearbox with apparently very
little clearance.

M Collignon tells of one of
the people to whom he en-
trusted the restoration of his
car increasing the clearance by
machining metal off this link. In
the Citroén parts diagram, the
centre link looks to be a hol-
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low tube so removing mate-
rial seems quite foolhardy. This
is one of a sorry list of bodges
that more than one restorer in-
flicted on his poor car which,
despite such people, was even-
tually made to work as well as
it did when new. This was of
course not as well as the later
cars, otherwise there would
not have been so many chang-
es made in the first couple of
years.

According to Wikipedia the
basics of rack and pinion were
invented by the Chinese in the
|6th century so it beats me why
any car manufacturer would
ever have bothered with any-
thing else. But they did ~ in
fact the 1934 owner’s manual
for the Super Modern Twelve
amusingly calls it ‘globular worm
and roller type. The internet
suggests that BMW were the
first to put rack and pinion
steering on a car, but | can't find
anything to say which car that
was and when. Certainly, the
Traction Avant was one of the
first car types to adopt it. Other
car manufacturers were slower
~ even my 2000 Ford Crown
Victoria doesn't have it.

In 1934, Citroén, the great
innovator; whose logo signifies
an expertise in making gears,
designing a monocoque front-
wheel-drive car to save weight
and improve driveability, for
some reason initially shunned
a gear-based innovation that
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would reduce weight and im-
prove driveability. That, to me is
one of the great unsolved mys-
teries of the 20th century. Right
up there with the whereabouts
of Lord Lucan.

The big functional advantag-
es of rack and pinion steering
are the lack of slop around the
straight-ahead position which
is inherent in recirculating ball
steering boxes and the align-
ment of one wheel to the oth-
er. | would think that driving a
Traction so equipped would
be quite different from the lat-
er cars ~ especially if the early
car was shod with Superconfort
cross-ply tyres and the later car
with Michelin X radials.

Enthusiasts
Aug., 23

The Superconfort was a ‘low-
pressure’ tyre introduced by
Michelin in 1932. The Super-
confort Stop S came along in
1935 with a tread pattern opti-
mized for braking on wet roads.
The radial Michelin X didn't
come along until 1949. Michelin
say the first car to be so fitted
at the factory was the Lancia
Aurelia although Wikipedia says
of the Michelin X ‘It was de-
veloped with the front-wheel-
drive Citroén Traction Avant
and Citroén 2CV in mind’ ~ no
mention of the Lancia.

An article by James Kraus
on Auto Universum states ‘In
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1949, the revolutionary Michelin
X radial made its public debut
and was offered as optional fit-
ment on Peugeots, the Citroén
Il and Simca 8.

It was the Italians who led the
charge to fully embrace the ad-
vantages of radial tyre construc-
tion. Lancia was the first, spec-
ifying the X tyre as exclusive
factory equipment on their new
Aurelia.

| have experience of driving
both my Chrysler and my Spit-
fire on both radials and cross
plies and know which | prefer.
But | have only ever driven my
Traction onMichelin Ztyres. The
contemporary road tests that |
have read make little mention
of tyres at all and | sus-
pect all
th &
road
tests

This and previ-

ous page are
Citroén public-
ity photos of a
pre-production
‘T from 1934.
Pre-production
cars had only
one wiper and
there were other
subtle differences
from the pro-
duction cars.
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were of cross-ply shod cars.

A road test by “The Motor’ in
September 1948, with a header
‘1949 cars' lists the Light Fifteen
and Six-cylinder as being fit-
ted with 165/400 and 185/400
‘broadbase’ tyres. The numeri-
cal description seems to be
quite similar to the way radials
are described ~ but it seems
too early and the text makes no
mention of any improvements
in handling or tyre technology
compared with previous expe-
rience. | am therefore not sure
what ‘broadbase’ means in
this context. The Mo-
tor’ uses the same

Citroén Owners and

‘broadbase’ termin a 195] road
test but, again, makes no fur-
ther reference to what it means.

| had assumed that, following
the introduction of radial tyres
to the market in 1949, Citroén
had offered them as standard
on Tractions. Now I'm not so
sure and | think that, whilst Cit-
roén introduced the DS and ID
cars with the Michelin Z they
kept the Traction on cross-plies
as standard. Does anyone know
better?

Longstone Tyres will sell you
Superconfort S tyres and have
a really nice video on their
website in which Michelin dem-
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onstrate what you can do with
your RWD Citroén if it is so fit-
ted. It's worth a look to see the
U-turns and zigzags. It's worth
a look if you have a few spare
minutes.

| started writing this column
to learn about the Traction
Avant. | have been very hap-
py with my progress so far but
it seems | am starting to ask
questions for which answers
are more difficult to find. | may
have to increase my game ~ or
be satisfied with not knowing
some things.
Chris Bailey

IWathematics:

This comes from two maths
teachers with a combined total
of 70 vyears' experience. It has
an indisputable mathematical
logic.

This is a strictly... a math-
ematical view-point... and it
goes like this:

WHAT MAKES 100%!?

What does it mean to give
MORE than [00%? Ever won-
der about those people who
say they are giving more than
100%?

We have all been to those
meetings  where  someone
wants you to give over [00%.
How about achieving 103%?
What makes up 100% in life?

Here's a little mathemati-
cal formula that might help
you answer these questions:

IfTABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ
is represented as: 12345678
9101121314 151617181920
21222324 25 26.
Then: H-A-R-D-W-O-R-K is
8+1+18+4+23+I5+18+I1 = 98%
And K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E is
[+144+15423+12+5+4+7+5 = 96%
But A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E is
[+20420+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%
And, B-U-L-L-S-H-I-T is
2421412+12+19+8+9+20 = 103%
And, look how far ass kissing will
take you. A-S-S-K-I-5-5-I-N-G
[+19+9+149+19+19+9+14+7 = 118%
So, one can conclude with
mathematical certainty, that
while Hard Work and Knowl-
edge will get you close, and At-
titude will get you there. It's the
Bullshit and Ass Kissing that will
put you over the top.
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/ Bought a Classic

ﬂust bought a Citroén ‘Clas-
sicl Yep, | just purchased
[well the business did], a Cit-
roén C5 X! A ‘classic’? some
may ask. Sure ~ this is the first
Citroén model that is Chinese-
built to be sold in Australia ~ as
best | can fathom, so surely that
already justifies ‘classic’ status.

Now, my middle name [Cam-
eron] is no accident. Spending
money is anathema to me, so at
this dollar level, things are very
carefully considered. | have re-
viewed an inordinate number
of ‘Reviews' from all around the
globe.

An American based in Chi-
na, plenty of Poms, some Irish,
the odd Dutchy, Scandie and
Deutscher. Oh, and of course,
some Aussies. My goodness,
don't they have a ‘set’ against
the French, or Citroén specifi-
cally. [If | see or hear the word
‘Quirky’ one more time... ] Be-
cause Citroén claim this ‘SUV’
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element in the vehicle’s presen-
tation and form, the locals can't
see that classification with any
immediacy, so it gets marked
down! Citroén also claim an ‘es-
tate’ element, so our lot are out
to test this to the zenith and
suggest the vehicle to be only
s0-s0 or okay on this measure.

While Citroén don't seem to
clearly claim it, the locals have
to try to compare it with the
German stuff, particularly the
references to ‘performance’. [l
just got pinged for 55 in a 50
zone, so stuff performance!].

To be fair, the locals are at
one with all the rest on one
thing. It is a very comfortable
car to drive. Widely, there is
broad agreement that there is
a ‘luxury’ or quality feel and ele-
ment to the vehicle. There were
questions about fuel economy
in some instances. There was at
times a little uncertainty about
‘0-100" times, but most who
tested this were, it seems for
the most part, pleasantly sur-
prised.

Some questioned rear head-
room, but one of the Poms was
'six foot four’ and filmed himself
in the rear with the driver’s seat
set as he had driven it. Legroom
was still good! Headroom? He
said it was okay. An Irishman at
'six/two’ seemed a better fit.

The key might be tests on this
measure in an ‘Australian-spec’
vehicle, as we get the sunroof
as standard. Not all test vehi-
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cles seemed to be fitted with
this. But ‘comfort’ was clearly
an impressive feature. One of
the Poms even suggests ‘ride
comfort’ is akin to a Rolls Roycel!
Another reviewer mentioned
'S Class’ and others referred
to the combined luxury and
comfort factors as the equal of
many other much more expen-
sive European cars.

In my case, | purchased
through Trivett ~ Melbourne
City Citroén. Pleasingly, an un-
fussed experience but partic-
ularly so when | said | wanted
an ‘extended’ Test Drive. No
problem, a date set, a few expla-
nations about various features
[personally, | think a ‘screen’ is
best placed in the living room or
on the office desk-top!] and off
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| went.

| had the trip meter set to
zero. Now, | contend | live on
collectively, the ‘Shitiest’ roads
in  greater Melbourne. This
was my test drive route. Victo-
ria Street to Smith Street Fitz/
Collywobbles [fingers-crossed].
Here | thought | might present
some modern luxe ‘bohemian’
style amongst such folk. Yep ~
turned a few hipster heads.

Next the Eastern Freeway to
Burke/Heidelberg/Rosanna and
Greensborough Roads. Then
it was onto that pile of bitumi-
nous crap ~ Yan Yean Road, Ar-
thurs Creek [not so bad], Cot-
tles Bridge, Heidelberg-Kinglake
to St Andrews, then progres-
sively back through Kangaroo
Ground, Eltham, Templestowe
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and onto the Eastern Freeway,
eventually to North Melbourne.

First things first. 5.8L/100km,
over that mix of drivingl Not
bad! | have already bettered
that on my first tank, although
that did include plenty of open
road with four adults on board.

Comfort. Very impressive!
Nothing more to say. | do think
this ‘progressive hydraulic cush-
ion" suspension ~ apparently
developed in the WRC pro-
gram, is wonderful. It does offer
some likeness to the Hydraulics
of the past, especially in cruising
settings. Here there are three
modes of setting ~ Comfort/
Normal/Sport. Come to think
of it, | have only driven in ‘Nor-
mal'’ mode, so ‘Comfort’ may
offer a greater comparison.

Obviously, things like driver
settings are easily achieved with
everything that moves ~ steer-
ing wheel, seats [and heated for
my wifel], so finding the right
position shouldn't be an issue
for anyone.

One interesting find was that
the roads | drove include a fair
bit of ‘local knowledge’ By this
| mean there are a couple of
pieces of road where one drives
right against the left-edge of the
‘black-top” and in the next mo-
tion we are on [at least] the
centre-line. This bought a cu-
rious little nudge from ‘lane-
keeping assist. So there are
some quaint new driving ex-
periences to work through. [By
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the way ~ | won!]

One of the things | was in-
terested to try was this ‘han-
dling performance’ that doesn't
measure up to the Germans.
On the stretch from Hurst-
bridge to St Andrews, the road
surface is... let's say, variable.
The road has lots of undula-
tion and bends with at least one
having an increasing radius. This
was where | chose to under-
take some more ‘spirited’ driv-
ing. No, it is not ‘AMG’ or Por-
sche performance, but it was
comfortable and suitably sta-
ble in all regards and especial-
ly when set against the fact we
are these days so ‘speed-man-
aged’ and so likely to come up
behind someone who emphati-
cally states the speed limit is X'
and | will drive only at "X minus
I" [or too often even less than
X minus one'l]

| love the sunroof. | have al-
ways wanted one on a modern
vehicle. This is my firstl Oh no,
| once had a Fiat 1500 with a
sliding roof [40 plus years ago!]
That was a fabulous car. Once
averaged |37kph/85mph from
Ceduna to Port Augusta in it.
[Feb, 1977]

| am still getting used to the
screens. The big one in the cen-
tre full of all sorts of stuff, the
drivers ‘instrument panel, a
much smaller screen, but | do
like [now that | know], that | can
have a series of formats of infor-
mation and flip through them as
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need be. It is really just a matter
of just finding the elements of
information you want.

The other ‘screen’ item is the
‘heads-up display’. Apart from
a brief experience in a BMW
some years back, | had never
driven with one of these. Again
you can of course vary the in-
formation components here
too. For the present | am em-
ploying it. | have read that this
screen is not effective when
viewed through your ‘Polaroids’.
But you know, this July we are
having, | haven't yet put my ‘Po-
laroids’ on!

What else? Ah ves, the vehi-
cle has this 'SUV’ element to its
design. | was curious about this
given | really didn't want to add
another ‘SUV' to the motoring
landscape. [I won't go further
on that!]. Living on a ‘dirt road),
| was interested in ‘ground
clearance’. My ‘review’ research
went into overdrive on this sub-

ject. The C5 Xis stated as hav-

-
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ing 194mm of ground clearance.
There is only one Hyundai SUV
with greater clearance ~ the
Palisade, no Kia, only the Maz-
da CX-9, but when it comes to
some vehicles, | think they are
measuring to the floor, not the
difft Next time [after you have
sat with a C5 X in front of you]
have a look at a Ford Everest!
Claimed as 225mm! Really???
And there are plenty of oth-
ers, that when sat behind them,
claimed  ‘ground  clearance’
looks a bit dubious!. A very fas-
cinating topic.

So, all-in-all, I am very satisfied
with my C5 X. Ride comfort is
wonderful. Economy looks like
I will be happy. It's distinctive
in appearance and fabulous to
drive.

If | am the first in the club
with a Citroén C5 X, | shouldn't
be the last!

PS: Finally, I couldn't afford a
‘Heritage’ plate, but created my
own. | have a number plate that
has only ever been on a
Citroén! Twice! A whole
new form of ‘heritage’
The first number plate
in my life is... with me
again... Oh God, wasn't
Dad pissed off when
someone knocked off
the ‘wings'... and, when |
discovered that wonder-
ful little external push/
pull button that turned
|| on the rear lights!

Garth Foxwell




-"“1'..

" 2

Au’strallas Na'tiopal -_‘g'@zm@ Citro€n, Owners and Enthuslasts

. lds




Australia’s

the Oldest HZ

Aug., 23

I50Years With

Wen you look at it, it
is difficult to imag-

ine that this H van was made in
1949, as the last ones made still
look the same as the early ones,
except of course for a few mi-
nor details.

On the 7th of November
1949, Mr B..., 43 years old, was
behind the wheel of this H van
in the Javel factory. He left the
delivery hall slowly, he had to
run in the engine. At that time,
he never dreamt that fifty years
down the line he would still
have this van.

However this is the case. The
van is still almost in as good
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condition as when it left Javel.
Mr B... is, at 93 years old, in al-
most as good condition as his
van; steady on this feet, without
glasses or walking stick, alert
and lively and can still show
those young'uns of 60+ a thing
ortwo. MrB... explained to me
that he used the van for trans-
porting goods and for removals,
lots of removals. ‘| bought this
vehicle because we needed it
for handling our goods, and to
help the local transporters be-
come more independent, as
many of them were still using
horses! With this van we could
also go to the station to pick up
goods or send off our goods. |
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ordered my van from Carbour
Freres in Lille. As | always liked
to be the first person to drive
my vehicles, | made it clear that
| would only buy this van on the
condition that no-one else ever
drove the car, even just out of
the factory.

Mr B... is a very particular
person, a bit manic, who keeps
everything he has ever owned
and it is true that no one has
ever driven any one of his ve-
hicles since 1927. He has always
insisted on this point. ‘I did the
same thing in 1927 with my BI4
which belonged to my father,
| was the only person ever to
drive it, thenin 1937 | bought an
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[1BL. With both these two cars
| went to the factory to drive
them out myself. | remember,
that in 1937 all the Tractions
were lined up, not at Javel but
in a huge garage where they
stocked the cars in order to lib-
erate some space in the facto-
ry. It was a great big bare hall
where the cars were packed
in tightly. They squeezed in as
many as possible. They went in
and came out, that is all. At Javel
one had to be very patient and
wait your turn, it could be very
long sometimes. For our Bl4
Cabriolet, we waited, in vain,
for several days until our car
came to the end of the line. In

Facing page: Mr B... and his HL. He
repainted his service vehicle in forest
green with a white roof [against the
heat], to make things easier when camp-
ing. ‘We could’, he said ‘go camping
anywhere at that time, there were none
of the restrictions that there are today.
In order to be left in peace and quiet,
it was easier if the vehicle could not be
seen from too far away. We tried not to
stick out like a sore thumb.

Inset: The HI series engine started with
number 050001, it has the manufactur-
er’s plate No 05002.

This page: The original light, placed in
the centre of the registration plate.

The HI engine has not turned since
1977, but it has not stuck solid and still
has good compression.
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the end we came to an arrange-
ment with the supervisor. “The
first car off the line tomorrow
morning will be your one) he
told us. The next day, true to his
word, the first one off the line
was ours. Part of the delay was
due to the fact that they want-
ed to change the torsion arms.
This HZ van was the first one
that was actually commercial-
ised, as the very first one ever
made was used by the factory
for tests and came to a sorry
end with a tram. This series of
vehicles started with number
050002, but | was not especially
pleased to have the first HZ, it

was just a vehicle like any other.
| had the van transformed into a
camping car for my family, there
were six of us all together A
local artisan made it for me in
such a way that each element
could be removed or replaced
easily. This meant that it was
not a real camper, it had a dou-
ble use; transporting goods and
for family holidays. There was
an ice box placed between the
two front seats which we half
filled with a large block of ice [it
was not electrically run], a stain-
less steel sink and four beds. It
is entirely lined with an insula-
tion, for noise and heat, mate-

Facing page: For a service vehicle that
has been stuck in a garage for 22years,
it has not suffered in the slightest. The
rear window is made of mica.

This page, clockwise: The original indica-
tor [held open by a little piece of metal].
The fabric on the right side is in two parts;
as it was originally, it was never changed.
The spare wheel in its cleaver niche. The
tyres are Michelin 17%400s with spe-
cial inner tubes which still contain the
air that was put in them 50 years ago
as Mr B... has never had occasion to
pump up these lyres. [Except, of course,
the day we went to take these photos].
Placing his trust in instruments Mr B...
drove ‘on the thermometer’ [attached to
the driver’s handle] and thus knew when
it was likely to freeze
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rial between the outer skin and
the inner lining. When the law
changed forbidding the traffica-
tors, | had them changed. The
arms are still on the van and
they could work again if | joined
up the wires!

This vehicle was not used as
much as it could have been: it
went once to Lille, once to the
Spanish border and one time
from Paris to Bretagne. In fif-
ty vears, it has only clocked up
22,949km’

‘It could get up to 88kph how-
ever, | didn't like to take it over
% of its load, on average, so it
never wore out and never did
anything remarkable. | have al-
ways treated all my vehicles like
this. The fastest | ever drove
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Facing page: The
interior of the
driver’s cab. You
can see 22,949 on
the clock, which
makes an average
of 820km per year,
from 1949 to 1977.
The interior was
lined with wood
with insulating
material by a
carpenter [do not
look at the mess]
This page: The
original headlights
were not powerful
enough, so they
were exchanged,
at the time, for
[old] 2CV lights.

this vehicle was 75/80 kph. | al-
ways took good care of it and |
never had cause to change it for
a more modern one over the
years as it has remained as good
as new and | have never re-
quired anything more. What is
more it was also equipped as a
camping car and | didn't want to
start all over again! Even though
| gave up using it as a camping
carin 1952 when | bought a lit-
tle country cottage.

|, of course asked him the ob-
vious question of, ‘why did he
keep a vehicle like that for half
a century? It's a very long time!'
He said that he had ‘grown at-
tached to it and there may have
come a time when | would need
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it and also, I am an incorrigible
collector. | always kept all my
vehicles for as long as possible.
They all had very low mileages
and were all in almost mint con-
dition. In 1951 | sold a Traction
Avant that | bought in 1948, she
only had 5,000km on the clock’

This article was written by
Fabien Sabatés and the photos
were taken by Bibi. The article
first appeared in May/June 1999
edition of ‘Citropolis’ and is tak-
en from the Editor’s archive.

National Magazine

The handle to open the side sliding door.
The driver’s footboard. The front indica-
tor was added in the 1950s in order to
bring the van into line with new legisla-
tion.

Citroén Owners and

Wionsieurs VVan has

Been Moved Forward
hortly before the Second
World War, a completely

new type of commercial vehicle
appeared: the ‘cab-over’ light
van. At Citroén, it was called
the TUB, and bore the seeds of
half a century of commercial ve-
hicles, right up to the Jumper...
There's something very mov-
ing about seeing the first and
last vans produced by Citroén
side by side. At the Aulnay
plant, where the ZX and AX are
manufactured, a rare example
of the TUB [Traction Utilitaire
série B] is kept, among other
commercial vehicles. The TUB's
career was short-lived, over-
shadowed by a war that pre-
vented it from making its mark.
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From TUB to Jumper

But it did not go unnoticed, and
numerous imitations honoured
the innovation of its creators.
Even so, its name will live on
in the Type H, and even today,
when we think of the TUB, we
think of the ‘H’.

Let's take a brief look at its
history: studies began in 1935,
at a time when a clientele of
shopkeepers wanted a practi-
cal, multi-purpose  single-box
vehicle. A meticulous survey
was carried out across France
by Javel inspectors, who noted
the needs of the French and the
possible outlets. A set of speci-
fications was drawn up, leading
to the design of a prototype at
the end of February 1937. The
9bhp powertrain of the Trac-
tion Avant was used on a plat-
form chassis with a body.

| ooking Forward

W@WMM@w
Emaeur, the net Fomt Difve’ vl be
pulbllisied en Octolbar 2 and willl feaus en

the Vise: leundned 45)/eears &gos
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From TUB to Jumper

Above: The Jumper represents a con-
siderable advance on the TUB of 1940,
which already had an advanced cab and
a flat floor, thanks to front-wheel drive.
Right: The rather spartan equipment of
the TUB is derived from the Traction
Below: Already on the TUB, the search
for maximum interior space was the
concern of its designers.

Magazine
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Citroén

A major appeal to subcon-
tractors delayed the launch
of the TUB until June 1939. Its
weak engine, when loaded, and
its price prompted Citroén to
offeritinan IICV version at the
beginning of 1940; it was then
increased from a load of 850kg
to 1,200kg, more suited to its
potential users. Still on show
at the 1946 Salon de I'Auto, it
was not produced after the war
but was replaced at the follow-
ing Salon by the Type H, which
went on to have the exemplary
career we know so well.

Citroén took the lead over
the meagre competition by
launching this new utility vehi-

A COMPARISON OF CHARACTERISTICS
TUB [1940]

Length 4.04m
Width 1.96m
Unladen height 2.3m
Wheelbase 2.35m
Front track [.54m
Rear track 1.612m
Total unladen weight 1,330kg
Payload 850kg

Total laden weight 2,350kg
Petrol engine capacity 1,91 cc
Administrative power [ev
Number of cylinders 4

Borexstroke 18x100mm
Clutch dry single plate

Number of gears 3
Maximum speed 94.5kph

Owners and
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Jumper [1994]

4.65m
1.99m
2.14m
2.85m
|.12m
|.7lm
1,605kg
I,125kg
2,190kg
1,998cc
[0cv
4
86>86mm
diaphragm
monodisc
5
[44kph

For this table, we have taken as examples the
petrol Jumper and the TUB with an 11CV engine.

Aug., 23

cle, whose design lines can still
be seen today on the Jumper.

Everything has evolved consid-
erably, of course, and the Jump-
er adopts the most advanced
techniques, but basically, the lay-
out of the grandfather and the
latest model are extremely simi-
lar. They say that engineers are
sometimes visionaries.

The first ‘light’ van, the TUB
said goodbye to the heavy chas-
sis commonly found on all vans,
and adopted a flat floor. How
did it do this? All the mechani-
cal components were grouped
together at the front, thanks to
two bold choices: front-wheel
drive and a forward-facing cab.
With this flat floor, Citroén fi-
nally responded to the user’s
main concern: to be able to
take advantage of a low load sill
and a useful volume that is easy
to arrange. In this respect, the
TUB and the Jumper do not dif-
fer much, with similar interior
dimensions. The doors, howev-
er, are not arranged in quite the
same way, with the TUB adopt-
ing a detachable horizontal low-
er tailgate and a liftable upper
tailgate. But the sliding side door
was already present on the old-
er model, which also featured a
cabin/load-volume divider fitted
with removable wooden hatch-
es, a principle later abandoned.
Another interesting detail that
has disappeared is the access to
the spare wheel and battery via
external panels.
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Wember's Modael: Harry the H van

Already in its day, the TUB
could be fitted with several dif-
ferent engines and different lay-
outs: one of the first was an
ambulance unit, as war had just
broken out. Of course, this was
a far cry from the extraordinary
variety now possible on the
Jumper, which has taken advan-
tage of the multiple combina-
tions of engines and bodywork.
Similarly, the cockpit on the
Jumper is of a level of comfort
and habitability that was a long
way off at the end of the thirties,
and which has simply kept pace
with the progress made on cars.
The TUB had to make do with

simplified Traction equipment
and rather spartan comfort. In
truth, this cockpit sums up quite
well the fifty years or so sepa-
rating the two vans, and visibly
reflects the progress made un-
der the bonnet and floor of the
Jumper. As a forerunner, the
TUB was an intelligent trailblaz-
er; the Jumper has followed in
its footsteps.

This article was written by
Dominique Belliére and first ap-
peared in a 1994 edition of ‘Retro-
Viseur which celebrated Citroén'’s
75th anniversary. It was translated
by the Editor with the assistance
of  www.Deepl.com/Translator
[free version].

WII, | just could not
help myself, after

importing Bijou came H van.
[Ed. Readers may recall that last
month Serge shared with us the
story of his acquisition of a Bi-
jou. Clearly, this award-winning
Citroén got his chevron juices
flowing in a big way]

It started very innocently; we
went to the 19th World 2CV
meeting in Sal bris, France in
2011. 7034 cars attended this
meeting, of these 90 were H
vans. H vans of all descriptions.

It was instant love and | have
to have one! Four months later

one arrived in Port Hedland. In
its previous life it was a fruit de-
livery van on the Pyrenees, four
years later it was done and reg-
istered on the same day as my
Bijou. You may notice the simi-
lar colours, but as a Michelin de-
livery van.

Harry the H van since 2015
has travelled to all Australian
states bar the Northern Ter-
ritory. It made a guest appear-
ance at the 2017 Tasmanian
Cit-In and is on the road today
going to Show and Shines and
amazing people everywhere he
goes. It is always ‘I've seen this
in movies.
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Wlember’s Modael: Harry the H van

One vyear travelling around
Tasmania, we arrived in Delo-
raine and a lady jumped in front
of our moving H van came to
the window and said, ‘| want
your van. I'll give you $6,500
cash.’ | informed her he was not
for sale and we continued our

2-month Tassy holiday. H vans
are a magnet for people and
photos.

Harry is a 1978 HY Van, has
a carrying capacity of 1,600kg,
a |9l1lcc IDI9 engine coupled
to a 6-cylinder traction 3-speed
gear box, all original spec.
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Empty he travels at 85kph
and 12.8L/100km/22mpg
and revs a bit. Loaded up he
travels at 95kph and does
94L/100km/30mpg loves the
weight and is smooth and much

Wilemnmber’s Model.
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Harry the H van

more responsive than when
empty.

Harry is set up inside with a
removable camper set up, that
way | can use him to carry build-
ing materials as we are for ever
doing house renovations, and
boy can you load him up and he
loves it.

Harry's next adventures are a
camping week end in Blackbutt,
Qld followed by a Vintage and
Classic caravan rally in Mujim-
ba, then in 2024 it's off to Tassy
again.

We always travel with our
two dogs and its such a versatile
car when your fit out is remov-
able and you can use it to carry
building materials.

Citroén Owners and

Harry's paint is getting tired,
as it does living in the tropics,
so his next incarnation is going
to be a fully decked out Par-
is Pompier with ladders and a

Enthusiasts
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blue light. Watch out for him
soon.

An oldie but a goodie. H vans
rule.
Serge Doumergue

90 Years of the

Traction Avant
International Traction Avant Meeting

Thursday, 9 to Saturday, 11 May, 2024
Circuit de Charade, Puy de Dome, France
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Papybus Omnibus Il

Bonjour chers amis Cit-
roénnistes des antipo-

des.

As southern Europe bakes
under record summer tempera-
tures, with stories of wildfires in
Greece, Turkey and elsewhere
making headlines around our
planet, The West France sum-
mer of 2023 has so far been ap-
preciably more gentle than that
of last year

Regular readers will recall that
a year ago this month your Ven-
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dée correspondent lamented
the non-functioning air-con of
his venerable Papybus C8 af-
ter forty-degree evening apé-
ritifs outside Rodolphe’s Pe-
tite Cabane beach donga-café
at Saint-Vincent sur Jard. With
the evening light illuminating
the golden strand between
Clemenceau’'s 1920s summer
house and the ruins of a Second
World War German gun em-
placement five kilometres along
the bay, chilled beverages and
Vendéo-Australian nineteenth-

Citroén Owners and

century tales had been shared
with octogenarian Marie-Pierre
and Gérard, and a small band of
beach regulars.

We did not know at the time
that, after more than fifty years,
this would be Gérard's last sum-
mer at Le Goulet; this makes
the concluding part of our story
particularly poignant, one year
later...

Papybus Omnibus Il
Amglo’s Story Concluded:
Rescue or Kidnap

On that August 2022 Vendée
evening, even with all four win-
dows lowered, the heat inside
the Papybus was reminiscent of
our Australia days.

We drove the five minutes
from the beach to Marie-Pierre
and Gérard's holiday house,
pausing at their neighbour's
driveway to collect some toma-
toes.
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The handwritten sign invit-
ed us to help ourselves, and to
leave a donation for the garden-
er's grandchildren, who prom-
ised to spend all proceeds at the
summer fairground which pops
up every year on the flood-plain
behind the Clemenceau house.
The fairground is called FESTY
PARK, which always raises a
smile amongst anglophones.

In no time Marie-Pierre as-
sembled the ingredients for our
impromptu supper. The sun had
not quite gone as Christian and
Rodolphe joined us and we sat
down at the garden table. The
church clock chimes 9.30; in the
west of France at this time of
year, the sun stays late and the
twilight fades into midnight.

In between sunset and moon-
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rise, while his wife prepares the
omelette, Gérard tells us about
Narcisse Pelletier's return to
France after seventeen years
living with the indigenous peo-
ple of Cape York.

« It is quite a complex story,
mes amis, but | shall try keep it
brief. Last week | found a video-
clip version on Youtube from
the excellent ABC broadcaster
in Australie. Less that two min-
utes | think; called « Living with
the Locals » The presenter had
an interesting time attempting
to pronounce the name of Nar-
cisse Pelletier! Perhaps it is ac-
cent of Le Kwinslond? And also,
that presenter thought that the
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locals called our Vendéen friend
ANCO. In France, we always
understood Amglo. Indeed it is
the latter which appears on his
gravestone in Saint-Nazaire, as
we shall see later. »

Marie-Pierre brings out the
orange-red salade de tomates,
and two crisp baguettes.

« Seventeen years, mes amis!
In April 1875, an English pearl-
ing boat called the John Bell
anchored at Night Island off
the Kwinslond coast. A land-
ing party was sent to look for
fresh water, and they spotted a
white man among a group of lo-
cal people. The locals ran away,
terrified when they saw the sail-
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ors, who were actually of Car-
ibbean origin. Pelletier, naked
and alone, was confronted by
the sailors.

The story goes that Pelletier,
who could not speak English, re-
fused to accompany them back
to the ship. The sailors returned
without him, and Captain Jo-
seph Frazer ordered them to
go back to the beach, offer the
local people some trinkets from
the ship's supplies, and... per-
suade Pelletier to return to the
ship with them... »

Gérard utters the the word
« persuade » after a pause and
with one raised eyebrow.

In our host's garden, a bright-
yellow omelette appears at the
table, in a giant red-enamelled
cast-iron frying pan.

« There is some ambiguity
here between Pelletier's later
version of events, and that of
the Captain. Did Pelletier tru-
ly intend to leave! Was there
a degree of force involved? In-
deed, was this a rescue, or was
it a kidnap? Pelletier always
maintained that he was taken
against his will... »

Gérard offers us all a glass of
Vin de Mareuil, and leaves the
questions suspended, as we
clink our glasses and wish eve-
ryone bonne santé.

« If we have good health, then
we already have a great deall »
exclaims Gérard.

« The rest of the story in-
volves a succession of ships, as

Enthusiasts
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well as some insights into our
acquisition and retention of
language, mes amis: The John
Bell took him north at first, to
the settlement of Somerset at
the tip of Le Cap York. There
he met with the Colonial Sec-
retary, and also two men who
could speak enough French to
understand that Pelletier was in-
deed from La Vendée. Narcisse
had, of course, lost the habit of
speaking in his mother tongue.
However, by all accounts Nar-
cisse re-gained a degree of flu-
ency quickly enough that after a
few days he was able to write a
letter to his parents. This letter,
written phonetically and with
Vendéen patois expressions still
exists, and that is another sto-
ry. »

Gérard pauses to suggest
that we help ourselves to more
omelette et salade de tomates,
and refreshes our ballon de
rouge de Mareuil.

« He was then sent to Sydney
on a steamer called Le Brisbane.
Coincidence suprémel! This ship,
like Le Saint-Paul upon which
Narcisse had been a cabin-boy
when it had been wrecked near
the Solomon Islands in 1858 is
also transporting Chinese la-
bourers to the Australian gold-
fields. You know that those
unfortunate passengers of Le
Saint-Paul, along with members
of the crew, were massacred by
the Solomon Islanders in terri-
ble conditions... again, that is
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another story, mes amis. | told
you at Le Goulet that there was
no happy ending to that ship-
wreck. »

Marie-Pierre is visibly moved,
and returns to the kitchen. Gé-
rard continues the story in the
present tense, heightening the
drama:

« On board The Brisbane
there is a Lieutenant of the Brit-
ish Royal Engineers. His name
is John Ottley, and he speaks
French, having spent time in
France as a schoolboy... He has
many conversations with Pelle-
tier, and keeps notes. Much lat-
er, towards the end of his life in
923, the Lieutenant, who was
by then Sir John Ottley, wrote
a long letter to a friend about
his conversations with Narcisse
almost half a century previously.
This letter also still exists »

Marie-Pierre has brought two
Camemberts. We are spell-
bound by Gérard's storytelling,
and astonished at his memory
for detail.

« Of course, mes amis, Mon-
sieur Wikipédia will tell you all
of this! If you take the time to
look, there is a very detailed ar-
ticle in French; perhaps three
pages long. And a more brief
version en anglais. »

Gérard passes the Camem-
bert plate after carefully cutting
a small triangle for himself, and
| remark that Monsieur Wiki no
doubt has his uses, but to hear
Gérard relate this account, un-
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der the mimosa in their garden
on this summer night is unfor-
gettable.

« Qui, bien sGr mon ami.
Facts are one thing; context is
quite another. This is also true
of... place, of setting | believel Is
it not better to share this story
in front of a glass of Mareuil and
a Camembert instead of alone
and in front of a screen? »

We all laugh.

« Anyway, Pelletier arrives in
Sydney on 25th May and stays
for 38 days. He is photographed
by the local press, and is con-
tacted by the French Consul.
Remember that relations be-
tween France and Britain [and,
by extension with Australia... ]
were not always... straightfor-
ward... in the nineteenth cen-
tury! »

As the Camembert does its
Tour de Table, Gérard makes
mention of Napoléon IlI, naval
blockades, mutual suspicion, co-
lonialism, imperialism and vari-
ous other -isms. Then he re-
turns to his thread of ships and
language fluency.

« After being subject to the
curiosity of Sydney townspeo-
ple, Narcisse is given a pas-
sage to Nouméa in Nouvelle-
Calédonie, where he boards
a French warship called Le
Jura. Our former cabin-boy,
shipwrecked at age 14 is now
3lyears of age, remember. His
voyage back to La France, via
Le Cap Horn and Rio de Ja-
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neiro takes many weeks. Dur-
ing this time he receives medi-
cal attention from the ship’s
doctor, in particular for a spear
wound inflicted years previous-
Iy, and which had never prop-
erly healed. By now his fluency
in French is sufficient to allow
him to write another letter to
his parents; this is the third one,
because he also wrote from
Sydney, | believe »

We lapse into a last glass of
Mareuil, and speculation as to
how the technicalities of tech-
nology permitted the arrival of
the letters in France some time
before Narcisse arrived in per-
son.

« This | do not know, chers
amis. Perhaps there were steam
ships to speed the mail? | am
sure Madame Google would
tell us! Maybe even your amis
of antipodes Citroénnistes have
answers to this! Were we not
also entering the age of inter-
continental telegraphy, a sort of
proto-Internet I?

The fact is that when Narcisse
arrived in Toulon in December
1875, he was met by his brother
Elie, and they travelled by train
to Paris together. We can only
imagine the émotion at their re-
uniting... »

Rodolphe puts down his glass
of rouge, and asks what hap-
pened then in Paris.

« Well, les amis, the rest of
the story is very well-docu-
mented, because LHistoire
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du Sauvage Blanc made head-
lines in the popular press in late
1875 and early 1876. The story
for this evening is already long
enough, no? | will with pleas-
ure lend you my book and leave
you to research for yourself ar-
ticles of Narcisse’s return to his
hometown of Saint-Gilles Croix
de Vie on 2nd January 1876, the
day after his 32nd birthday. You
will find illustrations of the im-
mense bonfire the townfolk
had prepared in his honour, and
you will easily find accounts of
how Pelletier began to perform
a ritual dance of the Uutaaln-
ganu tribe there, on the dock-
side of Saint Gilles on that cold
winter evening... Of course,
our smartiephones would show
us this immediately; but what
a shame it would be to allow
technology to intrude upon this
precious time spent around this
table I »

Gérard falls silent for a mo-
ment.

Christian is the first to speak:

« Yes, | attended the Pelletier
exhibition in Saint-Gilles in 2019.
| think we could say that Nar-
cisse had left Vendée as a Ven-
déen, but he had returned as
probably the most Australien of
Frenchmen. »

We all nod in a moment of si-
lent, intercultural communion.

« It is rather sad that the rest
of Pelletier's life may not have
been particularly fulfilling. His
doctor, a man called Constant
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Merland, wrote an account of
Narcisse's experiences. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of the book
were given to our returnee, the
intention being that this might
help him re-integrate into so-
ciety. We know that he mar-
ried, but had no children... We
know also that he lived for a
year as a lighthouse keeper at
the Phare de I'Aiguillon. And we
know that when he died, aged
50 in 1894 at Saint-Nazaire, his
occupation was recorded as
clerk at the Harbour. The cause
of death appears to have been
nervous depression. »

The St Vincent church bell is-
sues a single chime: 10.30pm.
The temperature is still in the
low thirties.

« Heis buried in the cemetery
at Saint-Nazaire. His grave had
been somewhat abandoned;
but in 2016 an association was
formed « Les Amis Internation-
ales de Narcisse Pelletier ». The

grave was restored, and a new I ,SP'”} d
plaque with the addition of the difs efitont [
name AMGLO was added. Each ‘[gg m%
year, on the anniversary of his ﬁ}fﬁﬁﬂ
death the 29th of September, a e [ vem it
modest ceremony takes place s Bren e

at the graveside. | should like to
attend this year. Saint Nazaire is
less than an hour’s drive from

Sg8
s
289

Nantes. | will take our vénéra- (y st for

ble AX Thalassa » Ithe)
Time has passed in that pecu- e, pert woadl

liar way it has when the alchemy g, e weg

R

of good company, a great story
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and a splendid summer setting
does its magic...

Marie-Pierre has once more
visited the kitchen, and re-
turned with a white porcelain
bow! of fresh figs. She addresses
us as she places the bowl on the
sky-blue tablecloth.

« Alan, perhaps you would
like to turn on the ignition of
your Papybus, and open the
vitres électriques. The evening
breeze will cool the intérieur
better than your broken clima-
tisation; you know, there are no
moustiques this year, perhaps
because the weather is so dry.

Now Gérard has finished
the story of Narcisse, it is rath-
er too late tell you about the
Nantes Omnibus connection.
But | promise that | will tell you
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when next we meet, and you
can share it if you like with your
amis of antipodes... »

As we drive away from the
summer house a little later we
are the last to leave. Christian
goes first in his classic Land
Cruiser Ute, followed by Ro-
dolphe in the VW T6 van. We
drive in front of the neighbour’s
summertime garden gate. The
help-yourself makeshift tomato
stall has been packed away for
the night.

| glance into the Papybus driv-
er’'s door mirror. There are our
friends, framed in black and
waving to us from the end of
their driveway. Marie-France in
a red and orange summer dress;
Gérard in his trademark white
long-sleeved shirt.
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In the breeze-cooled interior
of the C8, driving towards the
romanesque church of St Vin-
cent, then to our campsite fig-
tree and the last glow of even-
ing through the acacias, we
reflect on how enriching the
time spent with the Nantes

friends has been.
INSERT  PAPYBUS NUMBER |
CAMPSITE PIC

We do not realise at the
time that this evening of August
2022 would be the last time we
would see Gérard.

Gérard died at his home
in Nantes in February 2023.
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Epilogue

Next week, we plan to meet
up with Marie-Pierre at Le
Goulet beach. | expect she will
be sitting alone, quietly reading
in a folding chair at the base of
the sea wall just below La Petite
Cabane.

The weather is forecast to be
cloudy but dry.

| hope she asks us if the air-
con is working better this year.

And | look forward to her tell-
ing us, at last, about the link be-
tween Nantes and the Papybus
Omnibus.

Watch this space.
Alan Brown ~ July 2023

Citroén
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/n the mid 1930s, a light com-
mercial vehicle looked like a
car with a cargo body grafted-
on behind the front seats. Cit-
roén offered variants of the Ro-
salie with a load capacity of 500,
850 or 1,200kg. If you needed
a higher payload, the salesman
would have pointed you in the
direction of the Type 23, new-
Iy launched in 1935. Both were
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rear wheel drive.

From a manufacturing stand-
point, designs like this made
perfect sense. They didn't re-
quire special production lines;
they could be built alongside
their saloon counterparts and
sent out as chassis-cabs to oth-
er companies for rear bodies
of various sorts to be fitted.
However, they didn't necessar-
ily meet the needs or expecta-
tions of rural France.

Just as Pierre-Jules Bou-
langer saw the opportunity for
his  4-wheels-and-an-umbrella
Toute Petite Voiture, which be-
came the 2CV, he also recog-
nised that current commercial
vehicles didn't necessarily suit
everyone. Little over a year af-
ter becoming Vice President
of Citroén, he commissioned a
study to establish what France’s
butchers, grocers, smallhold-
ers and other rural enterprises
wanted from a goods vehicle.

Of course, immediately af-
ter taking the helm at the ailing
company, the first requirement
was to restore profitability and
address the shortcomings of
the under-developed Traction
Avant.

Top: In 1935 if your planned payload
exceeded 1,200kg the salesman would
point you to the ‘new’ Type 23.

Below: If your load was smaller then
commercial variants of the Rosalie with
payloads of 500, 850 or 1,200kg were
available.
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Nonetheless, by the start of
1937, the Design Team, based at
the old Mors works in the Rue
du Théatre, started to sketch
out something that would ad-
dress the requirements identi-
fied in the study. The custom-
ers’ wish list included access to
the cargo area from the driv-
er's seat, enough headroom to
stand up and ease of modifica-
tion, so owner-drivers could tai-
lor the vehicle's interior to meet
their needs.

By the end of the year, the first
prototype was taking shape. It
was christened the T.UB. for
Traction Utilitaire Basse. The
English version is a bit more
long-winded, front wheel drive,
low commercial vehicle. This
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name is often rendered as Trac-
tion Utilitaire, Type B, but that's
not how it was originally con-
ceived.

Any book on the DS quite
rightly talks about how futuris-
tic that new car was compared
with its predecessor, but the
shock of the new must have
been much the same when
people saw this radical new
concept of what a cargo vehicle
should look like.

The TUB was officially accept-
ed by the French Service des
Mines [registration authority]
on 12 May 1939.

The TUB introduced many of
the features the H van would in-
herit, with its sliding door at the
side ~ a first in Europe, front
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wheel drive, flat floor, low load-
ing height, cab-forward layout
and rear tailgate.

Mechanically, the TUB
drew heavily on the Traction
Avant, inheriting its 1,628cc,
254kW/34bhp engine, gearbox
and brakes. The main difference
between it and the H van is that
it has a traditional chassis rath-
er than an all-steel monocoque.
The floor is plywood and
the roof is made from vinyl,
stretched over wooden form-
ers. Manufacture of the body
was sub contracted to Fernand
Geneve. The rated payload is
850kg.

The large side door was in-
tended to make kerbside deliv-
eries easier.

This early publicity photo
shows one of the target mar-
kets. A low loading height is
very handy, if youre a cow.
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However, the arrangement of
the lower, rear panel looks a
bit Heath Robinson, something
that wouldn't be fixed until the
H van came along.

Of course, we all know the
significance of 1939. It was on
September 3rd that Britain and
France declared war on Germa-
ny. The picture over the page
shows wartime covers over the
headlights. Note also the single
windscreen wiper, characteris-
tic of the first TUBs to leave the
line.

In February 1940 the 1,628cc,
7CV engine was dropped, in fa-
vour of the [ 91lcc, IICV Trac-
tion unit, developing 31.3kW/
42bhp. The maximum payload
increased by a modest 170kg
to 1,020kg, but we can surmise
that this change was driven pri-
marily by a desire for standardi-
sation.
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Facing page: This
picture shows the
spare wheel bay,
hidden behind a
removable panel,
again, just like the
H van.

This page, top:
The large side
door was intended
to make kerb-side
deliveries easier.
Below: A low load-
ing height is very
handy, if you are
a cow! But the ar-
rangement of the
lower rear panel
looks a bit ‘Heath
Robinson’ and it
was something
that would not be
changed until the
H van came along.
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At the time, the factory was
mainly producing trucks for the
Army; the Type 23, which also
used the 1,911cc engine, and the
Type 45. This larger engined
variant was homologated under
a new name, the TUC.

In this case, TUC DOES stand
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for Traction Utilitaire Type C,
hence the retrospective as-
sumption about TUB. [Just in
case you're wondering, there
was never any mention of a
TUA]

Four months later;, on 23 June
1940, a revised version, still re-

Left: This picture
shows wartime
covers over the
headlights. Note
also the single
windscreen wiper,
characteristic of
the first TUBs to
leave the line.
Below: This TUB
has been con-
verted to run on
compressed town
gas, supplied from
cylinders on the
roof.
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ferred to as the TUC, was pre-
sented for inspection by the au-
thorities. This time, the chassis
had been reinforced, raising the
unladen weight by 50kg and the
maximum payload to 1,200kg.

The Citroén collection in-
cludes an example of the TUC,
pictured below outside the
Conservatoire, next to the last
of the line, the 1981 model-year
H van. [You may like to com-
pare this with the images on
page 4. Ed]

By this time, the country
had been invaded by Germany
and a new government led by
Marshal Pétain set up in Vichy.
Petrol supplies were comman-
deered by the Wehrmacht and
the population turned to other
alternatives.

Enthusiasts

Aug., 23

Several companies offered
Gazogene conversions. As well
as this one from Comete, the
renowned luxury carmaker Fa-
cel had a similar offering.

The TUB/TUC was already
known to have problems with
rear-wheel lockup under brak-
ing when lightly loaded, so all
that extra weight at the front
must have made the handling
rather interesting, but at the
time, staying mobile overrode
all other concerns.

Orriginally designed for urban
deliveries, farmers and mobile
shops, the TUB/TUC was born
into a very different environ-
ment and soon became part of
the war machine.

A couple of years before
the outbreak of hostilities, the
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French Army had invited pro-
posals for a new model of am-
bulance. Top of the list of re-
quirements; it had to be cheap
to buy and economical to run.
Conversely style and appear-
ance were of no consequence.
Based on cost, the Army fa-
voured an alternative design
over the TUB, that of the T60
from Chenard & Walcker.

As the pictures show, the T60
was overtly utilitarian. Made
from flat panels throughout and
equipped with a 720cc twin cyl-
inder, two stroke engine, it was
unbeatable on price. Three pro-
totypes were handed over for
testing, and must have received
a favourable response, because
the vehicle was put into pilot
production.

However,
when the real-
ity of war be-
came appar-
ent, the Army

changed  its
mind.  They
needed bet-

ter perfor-
mance and
they needed
volume  pro-
duction. Che-
nard & Wal-
cker could
not deliver, so

the  military
came knock-
ing on Cit

roén's  door.
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Although the T60 was a fail-
ure, the concept was picked up
again after the war and devel-
oped into the much more ap-
pealing CPV, which ultimately
become the Peugeot D3.

Very quickly, a new version

Left and inset: The
Cherard & Walcker
ambulance pro-
posal designed for
the army in [938.
While it received
army approval

the reality of war
caused the army
to re-think their
requirements.
Below: The result
was Citroén’s TAMH
ambulance. The
side bars were to
maintain strength,
rather then retain
the occupants. The
innovative sliding
side entrance was
deleted.
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was created, the TAMH am-
bulance, based on the [91lcc
TUC.

In place of canvas, the upper
side panels were made from
steel, with a window set into
each side, making it look more
like the Chenard & Walcker T60
than before. The bars are there
to maintain strength, rather
than retain the occupants. The
innovative sliding side entrance
was deleted and the rear fitted
with two full height doors.

The ambulance could accom-
modate either six stretchers, or
three, with seating accommo-
dation along the side.

It's believed 713 examples
of the TAMH ambulance were
supplied to the Army, including
25 with reinforced suspension,
intended to operate as mobile

Inset: A picture of
a rare surviving
TAMH which ap-
pears regularly fn
the ‘show circuit’
Right: The rear of
the TAMH was fit-
ted with two full
height doors. It
could accommo-
date six stretch-
ers or three, with
seating alongside.
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X-Ray facilities. As a relief from
all this black and white, here's a
picture of this survivor, which
appears regularly on the show
circuit.

Inevitably, many ended up in
the hands of the German Army,
and examples were seen as far
away as Greece and the Russian
Front.

In the summer of 1940, in the
face of approaching German
forces, the management team
from Javel decamped en masse

Citroén Owners and

to Niort, some 400km south-
west of Paris. This marked the
end of production for the TUB/

iasts
Aug., 23

TUC.

Although the factory contin-
ued to operate, with severe-
Iy reduced manpower, under
control of the Wehrmacht,
production was limited to larg-
er trucks.

The amazing picture below
from 1941 shows the main as-
sembly hall at Javel as it greeted
the German occupying forces,
with three TUCs still on the
line.

Towards the end of 1940
there remained something like

100 civilian
specification
TUB and TUC
models, either
unfinished, or
complete but
unsold.

[t was at this
point that Fen-
wick Freres in-
tervened. The
company had
close ties with
Javel,  having
supplied elec-
tric  vehicles
for  moving
raw  materi-
als and semi-
finished goods
around  the
factory since
the early days.

Given  the
lack of petrol
and  conse-
quent efforts
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to run on alternative fuels, Fen-
wick took this remaining stock
and converted them to elec
tric traction. Each one carried
some 540kg of lead-acid batter-
ies. We don't know what range
was available, but apparently
users were recommended to
stay well below the 48kph max-
imum speed, to give them the
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best endurance.

Almost all were built to am-
bulance specification and sup-
plied to civilian hospitals.

The batteries were mount-
ed in two pods, one occupying
the place originally taken by the
spare wheel and the other in
the equivalent position on the
other side.

The vehicle was originally go-
ing to be sold as the CITTUB,
but at the last minute, Citroén
decided against this and, in-
stead, it became known as the
Fenwick Urbel, with a large Fen-
wick logo on the ‘radiator grille’
to prove it. Apart from the
shape, there was nothing that
identified the base vehicle as a
Citroén.

Caption: Conditions in these
ambulances were considerably
less cramped than their military
counterparts

It seems some of these ambu-
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lances remained in service into
the 1950s. Perhaps in an urban
area, a practical speed of only
25-30kph wasn't the disadvan-
tage we might think.

Most accounts of the TUB/
TUC say that fewer than 2,000
were built. Citroén  Origins
states, with some confidence,
the number to be 1,748, though
whether that includes the Urbel
is anyone's guess.

Andrew Cox.
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