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CCOCA Committee

President ~ Ted Cross
[03] 9819 2208 [H]
president@citroenclassic.org.au
Secretary ~ Sue Bryant
0412518 849 [M]
secretary@citroenclassic.org.au
Treasurer ~ lan Macdermott
0419 362 375 [M]
treasurer@citroenclassic.org.au
Activity Coordinator ~ Lee Dennes
0438 286 181 [M]
activities@citroenclassic.org.au
Spare Parts Officer ~ Max Lewis
0458 993 771 [M]
spareparts@citroenclassic.org.au
Publication Editor ~ Leigh Miles
[03] 9888 7506
editor@citroenclassic.org.au
Web Site Manager ~ Bruce Stringer
0412 342 706 [M]
websitemanager@citroenclassic.org.au
Committee Persons ~
Simon Marshall 0404 046 907 [M]
Mark Robinson 0403 822 401 [M]
Marg Towt 0408 373 181 [M]
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CCOCA Support

Membership Secretary ~
lan Macdermott 0419 362 375 [M]
treasurer@citroenclassic.org.au
Asset Custodians ~ Ted Cross
Max Lewis

AOMC Liaison Officers ~
Max Lewis 0458 993 771 [M]
Russell Wade [03] 9570 3486 [H]

Club Permit & Safety Officers ~

Ted Cross [03] 9819 2208 [H]
Philip Rogers  [03] 5944 3091 [H]
Russell Wade [03] 9570 3486 [H]
Librarian ~ Max Lewis
0458 993 771 [M]
librarian@citroenclassic.org.au

Club Shop ~ Vacant
clubshop@citroenclassic.org.au
ICCCR Representative ~

Ted Cross  [03] 9819 2208 [H]
Facebook Administrator ~

Rita Robinson
0435 530 780 [M]
facebook@citroenclassic.org.au

Club Permit Scheme Secretaries ~
Ted Cross [03] 9819 2208 [H]
Sue Bryant 0412518 849 [M]

CCOVA

Qe Commiittee

President ~ Michael Faulks
0432 537 060 [M]
president@citcarclubvic.org.au
Vic President ~ Vacant
Secretary ~ lan Downie
0452 411 104 [M]
secretary@citcarclubvic.orgau
Treasurer ~ Peter Moloney
0411 869 705 [M]
treasurer@citcarclubvic.org.au
Events ~ Dave Rogers
0422 229 484 [M]
drogers| l@gmail.com
Club Shop ~ Wolfgang Siem
0425 872 082 [M]
woljen@gmail.com

Committee Persons ~
Nick Hutton 0412 051 358 [M]
John Parsons 0407 045 388 [M]
John Wyers 0423 930 999 [M]

CCCV Suppore

Membership Secretary ~ John Wyers
0423 930 999 [M]
membership@citcarclubvic.org.au
Librarian ~ John Parsons
0407 045 388 [M]
librarian@citcarclubvic.org.au

Web Site Administrator ~

Nick Hutton
0412 051 358 [M]
nhutton@tpg.com.au

Club Permit Scheme Secretaries ~
Deer Park Ferdi Saliba

0409 34 977 [M]
ferdi.saliba@gmail.com

Nunawading Tom Grucza
0431 396 277 [M]
Frankston Dave Rogers
0422 229 484 [M]
Endeavour Hills Bruno Tonizzo
0418 945 461 [M]
Ashburton Peter Moloney

0411 869 705 [H]
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CCOCA Life Members

The committee awards life
membership to Club members in
recognition of their contribution
to, and support of, the Club. Life

memberships have been awarded to:

Arthur and Nance Clarke 1984

Jack Weaver 1991
Peter Boyle 2003
Ted Cross 2012
Rob Little 2012
Sue Bryant 2017
Brian and Esther Wade 2017
Leigh Miles 2022
Lance Wearne 2023

CCOCA Meetings

Club meetings are held on the
fourth Wednesday of every month
[except December] at 19:30.The
venue is the Hawthorn Bowling
Club, | Wood St, Hawthorn [cnr
Denham St

cecy Meetings

Club general meetings are held on
the third Thursday of each month
[except January and December].
They alternate monthly between
get-togethers in our Club rooms at
8/41 Norcal Rd,, Nunawading and
social gatherings in various venues,
such as pubs and restaurants. Details
of each month'’s event are published
here and on the Club’s website and
advised to members by email.
CCCV COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Meetings are held monthly in
locations decided each month.
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CCOCA Spares, Tools
& Shop

Contact Max Lewis. Phone: 0458 993
771 [if you do phone, please do so at
a reasonable hour] or:
spareparts@citroenclassic.org.au
CLUB SHOP
Club Shop is presently not operating.
For further information please
contact the Club’s President.

Postal Addresses

CITROEN  CLASSIC  OWNERS'
CLUB of AUSTRALIA Inc.
The address of the Club and this
magazine is:

PO Box 52, Balwyn,Victoria, 3103.
The Club’s website is:

www.citroenclassic.org.au

CITROEN CAR CLUB OF VICTO-
RIA Inc.
The address of the Club is:

PO Box 122, Nunawading,Victoria,

3131,
The Club's website is:

www.citcarclubvic.org.au

Citroén Classic Owners' Club of
Australia Inc and Citroén Car Club
of Victoria Inc are members of the
Association of Motoring Clubs.
The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily
those of CCOCA, CCCV or their
Committees. Neither CCOCA, CCCV
nor their Committees can accept
any responsibility for any mechanical
advice printed in, or adopted from
this publication.
The Clubs cannot accept any
responsibility for; or involvement in,
any business relationship that may
occur between an advertiser and a
member of either Club.

Other Clubs

NSW  www.citroencarclub.org.au

QLD www.citroenclubgld.org
SA www.clubcitroensa.com
WA www.citroenwa.org.au

Tas www.citroentas.org
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The cover image shows a ‘real' 2CV
Sahara which was featured on the
Hagerty website.

Contributors

Contributors to this edition of ‘Front
Drive’ include Chris Bailey, Loui
Burke, Alan Brown, lan Macdermott,
Simon Marshall, Rita Robinson and
Phil Ward.

The deadline for the next edition of
‘Front Drive'is Friday, 26 July and for
‘démarreur’ it is Sunday, |8 August.

National Magazine for

Ed Sed
Fr many of us, June and
July means winter, and

winter means hibernation and
maybe the chance to make
some progress on that automo-
tive project that has been sitting
ignored over the summer. For
others, of course, it may mean
embarking on a Raid. That is ex-
actly what Loui Burke [SA] did
in July 2016 when he embarked
on Raid 2016. You can read his
story in this edition.

Of course, a Raid would
be the perfect vehicle for this
month's featured model: the
2CV Sahara or, as most of the
output of this model was more
correctly named, the 2CV 4x4.
With a total production of just
694, and just 30 to 100 left
;the chances of finding an own-
er with a ‘real’ one was never
likely. But, long-time Citroénist,
Phil Ward did own a replica. His
story is in this edition.

Speaking of winter and pro-
jects, the Club’'s May monthly

Citroén Owners and

meeting was all about home-
made tools, and a number of
members brought along various
contraptions designed to help
make difficult jobs easy. Read
about it on page 48.

Of course, we have pictures
from Rita Robinson of this year's
OzTraction held in Shepparton.

Speaking of pictures... While
you have been enduring the
winter in Australia, we have
spent the last month, or so, in
the South of France... think
the Canal du Midi. But along
the way you were always on
my mind, and | am pleased to
be able to share some motor-
ing images from our time away.
While most of them are Citro-
centric, other marques do fea-
ture as well.

Chris Bailey has finally finished
his engine overhaul and in this
edition he shares the things he
has learned, and the things he
might do differently next time,
along the way. He also ponders
the parking location of top-
mounted wipers on Paris-built,
LHD Tractions.

Citroening
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Alan Brown is with us. This
month his attention has been
drawn to a battered, but beau-
tiful, 2CV brochure from 1962.

A-Tractions and Events are
in full swing over the coming
months. Frankly, if you cannot
find a event that merits your at-
tendance in your favourite Cit-
roén, | can only say you must be
very fussy. Lee Dennes [CCO-
CA] and Dave Rogers [CCCV]
have been hard at work... and
it shows.

Finally, in news just to hand,
Stellantis has announced that, by
the end of the year, the historic
Ferté-Vidame site will be on the
market. | guess we should not
be surprised that the Group has
little interest in its history.

In a further blow to the his-
tory of the brand Stellantis an-
nounced in late May that the
Conservatoire at Aulnay will be
closing at the end of June, 2024.
More on this in the next edi-
tion.

Enjoy,
Leigh F Miles ~ Editor

Club Permit applications to
VicRoads must be accompanied
by a RWC [pre-1949 cars can
be inspected by a Club Safety
Officer], ownership validation
and VicRoads forms endorsed
by the Club including financial

validation.

New Permit holders must
supply the Club with approved
photos, club permit number
and expiry date.

The owner of a vehicle
registered under the CPS will

receive a Club Permit Renewal
from VicRoads. The owner
must complete the form and
provide it to their Club’s CPS
Secretary [see page 2 for
contact details] for sign off.
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CCOCA Prez Sez

/have been reflecting on
the 2024 year so far, and

we have been busy for the last
few months. Our magazine be-
ing shared with CCCV feels like
a success, and Citroén events
have been flowing. The Cit-In
in Launceston was a highlight
for me because it brings togeth-
er Citroén enthusiasts from
around Australia. Congratula-
tions once again to the Citroén
Car Club of Tasmania commit-
tee for a wonderful experience.
Our main sources of com-
munications remain Magazine,
Website and our Facebook
page that is now entertaining
Citroén enthusiasts across Aus-
tralia, and around the world.
Ozlraction was recently held
in Shepparton, Victoria. The
weather was kind, and we had
CCOCA members from Tasma-
nia, South Australia, New South
Wales and the ACT attending,
as well as Victorians. We had
seven Tractions which was great
to see. Mark and Rita Robinson,
in their rare Traction 6H [previ-
ously owned by the Burchardt
family] won the ‘Most Popu-
lar Car’ award. This Traction
had been ‘under restoration’
for 44years until the Robinsons
stepped up, and finished the
job. The Crosses were there in
our trusty Raid 2CV. It is cur-
rently receiving a final tranche
of mechanical repairs. 2CVs are
incredibly reliable but four Raids
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across Australia have come at a
cost. Fortunately, Peter Fosse-
lius has been in town and he is
attending to the final list of re-
pairs. We expect Henny Penny
to be even better than ever.
This month Leigh has found
some fascinating information
on 2CV Sahara models. Possibly
one of Citroén's most unique
vehicles; so please read on. Inci-
dentally, our Queensland mem-
bers, Bruce and Yvette Adame,
have an even rarer, fully re-
stored, 4WD Mehari residing in
their garage.
Finally welcome to our recent
new members, Bruce and Lach
Cumming [Vic, Light 15], Gary
Stanbrough, [NSW, D Special],
Peter Fosselius and Lorraine
Hildebert [SA, 2CV/Ami/Dyane],
lan McIntyre [QId, Il BL] and
Michael and Linden Sandford
[NSW, DS 23]. This mix of
Citroén models highlights why
CCOCA believes all Citroéns
are Classics.
Ted Cross ~ President, CCOCA

Citroén Owners and

accV Presidents Report I

/have been thinking a lot
about cables recently. Now,
go with me on this. Of all the
wonderful bits of engineering
on our cars the humble cable is
probably the simplest yet, as |
have discovered, probably one
of the most crucial. Two events
have happened recently to ram
this point home to me. The first
was the annual Show and Shine.
Both of my cars made it there
but have a guess how many
made it home under their own
steam. That's right, the BX de-
cided enough was enough, and
snapped it's clutch cable whilst
in the centre lane of Kings Way,
heading into Saturday peak
hour. This wouldn't have been
so bad if one of the rods con-
necting the gearstick to the
gearbox hadn't also decided to
fall off, rendering the car immo-
bile.

The second event happened
when | picked up a mate in
Geelong, heading for a friend’s
art exhibition in Lorne. Pilot-
ing the DS down the freeway
was effortless and uneventful,
however something didn't seem
right as we turned off for Lorne.
Taking off from a set of lights
the accelerator pedal didn't
spring back up and the car kept
gaining speed, not ideal in a resi-
dential back street. Pulling over
revealed the accelerator cable
had jammed. A bit more digging
showed it was frayed to a sin-
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gle thread, and snagging in the
outer sheath. At this point we
abandoned the car, and walked
to the nearest Bunnings, just as
it was closing, so | could jury
rig the cable to get home. The
moral of these stories is, don't
ignore a clutch/accelerator/
brake cable that doesn't quite
feel right.

Now onto some club news.
Our recent trip to All Head
Services was a great night full
of stories and gave everyone
an idea of just how involved
rebuilding a cylinder head can
be. What was really surprising
is that in this digital age most
of their work is carried out
with analogue gauges, and well
trained eyes, by people with a
great deal of experience. One
of the biggest challenges they
face is actually finding fitters and
turners, or apprentices to train
up. It's a challenge facing a lot of
industries and car clubs.

Coming up we have three

Continued on page 8
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CC@/ Presidents Report

Continued from page 7

events which require RSVPs for
attendance. The first is our next
meeting at the club rooms. Don
Scutt has raided his film collec-
tion and picked out a couple of
gems, with the club putting on
pizza and popcorn. Next up
is the Bastille Day lunch at the
Waverley Golf Club on Sun-
day, 14 July. And finally the July
general meeting will be a pub
night held at the Bridge Hotel
in Mordialloc on Thursday, 18
July. Check the club website for
RSVP details.

Michael Faulks ~ President, CCCV

aacv Notiaebosrd

LHM OIL FOR MEMBERS
The price of LHM oil is now $18.00
per litre as at 10/11/21.
Cheque,money order or EFT [payable
to CCCV Inc.] Note: Purchasers must
receive a receipt.
Check for your nearest rep:
Mentone

Stephen Maloney 0438 |55 797
Western Suburbs

Ferdi Saliba 0409 384 977
Glen Iris

Colin Bates 9822 2864
Ringwood

Wolfgang Siem 0425 872 082

Somerville

John Parsons 0407 045 388
Ashburton

Robert Belcourt 0439 798 079

Shepparton

Rob Little 0419 581 622
Warrnambool

Roger Wilkinson 0427 115 224
Hurstbridge

Adelino de Silva 0419 886 480
Also available from club shop at club
meetings.

LDS OIL
LDS oil is available at club rooms on
club nights only at $25.00 per litre.

Citroén Owners and
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Please note: To book or RSV/P for a CCOCA organised event you must register
on line at the clubs website. Do not contact the organiser
to register your attendance.
The Clubs strongly recommend wearing a mask in areas where you
cannot maintain social distancing.

CCOCA/CCCV Events Look Like This

Other Citroén Events Look Like This

Nen=Gitroemn Evemts Looki Like s

2 June

cccV June Monthly

Meeting: Film Night
WHEN: Thursday, 20 June
TIME: Film starts at 18:30

WHERE: CCCV Club Rooms,
8/41 Norcal Rd., Nunawading
COST: Free

REGISTRATION:
Essential by Tuesday, 18 June.
Text Dave Rogers

MORE INFO:

Dave Rogers, 0422 229 484

This month the club is host-
ing a movie night at the
clubrooms. Don Scutt has
raided his movie collection for
a French classicc ‘Love, Pain
and the Whole Damn Thing.
Bring your partner to squeeze
your hand as you watch this
romantic comedy together
Commencing at 18.30, pizza
and popcorn supplied.

CCOCA June Monthly
Meeting: Film Night

WHEN: Wednesday, 26 June
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EventftinemasygNewp7ealands
TIME: From 19:30

WHERE: Hawthorn Bowling
Club, | Wood St., Hawthorn
[cnr Denham St]

COST: Free
REGISTRATION:  Essential, for
catering, by 24 June

MORE INFO: Lee Dennes,
activities@citroenclassic.org.au

DO NOT CALL LEE TO REGIS-
TER! You must register/book via
the CCOCA website:
https://citroenclassic.org.au
CCOCA JUNE BOOKING
For many film fans Blake Ed-
wards’ movie ‘The Party’, star-
ring Peter Sellers is a comedic
highlight. Come along, bring the
pop corn, sit back and watch
this great movie with friends. It
may not be ‘gold class, but you
will have a golden night out.
Supper supplied, of course.

National Magazine for

2 Jul
Bastille Day Lunch
WHEN: Sunday, 14 July
TIME: 12:00 for 12:30
WHERE:  Churchill-Waverley
Golf and Bowls Club,
82 Bergins Rd., Rowville. 3178
COST: $40.00pp,
refreshments to your account
REGISTRATION:  Essential by

Friday, 5 July
BRING: Your wallet
MORE INFO: Marg Towt,

margtowt@bigpond.com

DO NOT CALL MARG TO
REGISTER! You must register/
book via the CCOCA website:
https://citroenclassic.org.au
BASTILLE BOOKING
Join your fellow Citroénists
from CCOCA and CCCV for a
two course lunch at this inviting
venue. The price, of $40 per
person, has been subsidised by

Citroén Owners
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the Club, but refreshments are
to your account. So, bring your
walletl As always, be sure to
drink responsibly.

Please wear your name tag!
Should you need to cancel your
booking, any refund will be at
the discretion of the organisers.
Late bookings will not be ac-
cepted.

cccV July Dinner

Meeting
WHEN: Thursday, 18 July
TIME: [9:00 for a 19:15 sit

down

WHERE: The Bridge Hotel,
-4 Nepean H'way.,
Aspendale. 3195

COST:  Food and refreshments
to your account
REGISTRATION:  Essential by
Wednesday, 17 July.

Text lan Downie

BRING: Hunger and a thirst
MORE INFO: lan Downie,
0452 411 104

Once again in place of a club
night in the Nunawading club
rooms, we are heading for a
pub outing and meal.

These sojourns are to encour-
age members who otherwise
might not attend Club meetings.
We rotate the area that they
are held in so as to make them
convenient to members in far
flung areas. This month we
head Bayside.

CCOCA July Monthly
Meeting: Chat Night

VWHEN: Wednesday, 24 July


https://form.jotform.com/241148964632865
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TIME: From 19:30
WHERE: Hawthorn Bowling
Club, | Wood St., Hawthorn
[cnr Denham St]

COST: Free
REGISTRATION:  Essential for

catering by 22 July
MORE INFO: Lee Dennes,

activities@citroenclassic.org.au

DO NOT CALL LEE TO REGIS-
TER! You must register/book via
the CCOCA website:
https://citroenclassic.org.au
CCOCA JULY BOOKING

Come along and enjoy the
warmth of the company of
other Citroénists at the Club'’s
July meeting. Max will be there
with a large selection of books
from the Club’s library, all of
them available to borrow. Re-
member, if there is a particular
book you would like to borrow
get in touch with Max before
the meeting and he will be sure
to bring it along for you.

£ August

Gl TR ANEEERS
@lassic/neels

WHEN: Sunday, 4 August
TIME: 09:00 to 12:00.

National Magazine for

Display cars 08:00 to 08:45
WHERE:  Glen Huntly Village
strip, cnr Grange and Glen

Huntly Rds

COST: Free
REGISTRATION: Essential,
by 21 July

MORE INFO: Nick Hutton,
0412 051 358

nhutton@tpg.com.au

DO NOT CALL NICK TO REG-
ISTER! You must register/book
via the CCOCA website:
https://citroenclassic.org.au
GLEN HUNTLY BOOKING
The organiser of this event, the
Glen Huntly Village Traders As-
sociation, has invited members
of the CCCV and CCOCA to
put their classic Citroéns on
display.
The organiser has already re-
ceived acceptances to display

Citroén Owners and

vehicles from the Buick, Cadil-
lac, MG, Pontiac and Vauxhall
clubs, so this is an opportunity
for us to show off cars with real
design, engineering and innova-
tion excellence.

Cars will be displayed, in desig-
nated areas for each car club, in
Glen Huntly Rd, between Grange
Rd and Manchester Grove.

Cars for display will be required
to arrive on the day between
08:00 and 0845 and will be
able to leave after 12:00.
Display spaces are limited.
Citroén has been allocated 15
spaces, but this number may
be increased or decreased de-
pending on acceptances from
other clubs. To enable a final al-
location of spaces the organiser
needs to know numbers from
each club by not later than Sun-
day, 21 July.

If there are more acceptances
than can be accommodated it
will be *first in best dressed’, so
get your registrations in early.
Registrants will be advised if
they have made the cut to dis-
play their vehicle shortly after
the close date.

CcCcCV August Monthly
Meeting:

Winter Chit Chat
WHEN:  Thursday, 15 August
TIME: 19:30

WHERE: CCCV Club Rooms,

8/41 Norcal Rd., Nunawading
COST: Free
REGISTRATION: Not required

Enthusiasts 13
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MORE INFO: lan Downie

0452 411 104

Winter chit chat in the club
rooms. lan Downie will present
on the now completed and ex-
tensive restoration of his Series
2 E-Type Jaguar, which will be on
display on the night. So rug up
warmly, oggle over some non-
Citroén car porn, hear all about
it's undressing and re-clothing,
and have a convivial cuppa and
cake.

Vietnamese Cooking
Class

WHEN:  Saturday, 17 August
TIME: 13:00
WHERE: Southern Church

of Christ, 2 Chesterville Rd.,

Cheltenham

COST: $28pp
BOOKINGS: Essential, see
below

BRING: An apron and an
appetite

MORE INFO:  Rita Richardson
facebook@citroenclassic.org.au

DO NOT CALL RITA TO REG-


https://www.jotform.com/build/240840547137860#preview
https://www.jotform.com/build/241491823913054
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ISTER! You must register/book
via the CCOCA website:
https://citroenclassic.org.au
COOKING BOOKING
After the outstanding success
of last year's cooking class,
club members Rita and Mark
Robinson are back by demand
to show you how to prepare,
cook, and enjoy these tasty little
morsels.
NB: This class is restricted to
the first 16 members who reg-
ister and pay $28.

CCOCA August
Monthly Meeting:
Restaurant Night
WHEN: Wednesday, 28 August

BASE CAMP

RESTAURANT

HOME o e BIRMINGHAM BALTI

National Magazine for

TIME: 19:00
WHERE:  Base Camp Restau-
rant, 102 High St, Northcote
COST:Dinner and refreshments
to your account [Licenced and
BYO, wine only]
REGISTRATION:  Essential for

catering by 26 August
MORE INFO:  Simon Marshall,
0404 046 907

DO NOT CALL SIMON TO
REGISTER! You must register/
book via the CCOCA website:
https://citroenclassic.org.au
BASECAMP BOOKING
What is Birmingham Balti, you
ask?
In short, its Indian styled Brit-
ish  curries served in small
Balti dishes. With ranges from
smooth curries to fiery Indian
chilli dishes, Balti is a definite
win amongst all lovers of Indian
Cuisine. But wait, that is not all:
it is perfect for vegans, vegetar-
ians and meat-lovers alike. Base
Camp is not only home to Balti
curries. We offer a range of
Himalayan dishes from momos,
to monthly Chef’s Special.
Base Camp offers gluten-free,
vegan friendly, vegetarian, and
meat lovers' dishes.

Citroén

Owners

and
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Chit Chat Tuesday

WHEN: Ist Tuesday

2 July

6 August

3 September

TIME: 10:00

WHERE:  Laneway Espresso
Café, Dromana

COST: Cheap Eats
BOOKING: Not required
CONTACT: Warwick Spinaze
0407 016 719.

Laneway Espresso Café ~
next door to the Dromana
Hotel, 167 Nepean H'way,
Dromana. Easy to find, plenty
of parking, under-cover seat-
ing if the weather is wet. This
is a low key 'DIY" event for
like minded Citroén owners
to meet and chat.



https://form.jotform.com/241473114394858
https://form.jotform.com/241080462662856
www.stuckey.com.au
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A Septernber

Geelong Culture and
Conviviality Tour

WHEN: Tuesday, 3 September
to Thursday, 5 September
TIME: 10:00 fora 10:30
departure
FROM:  Tarneit Central Shop-
ping Centre, 540 Derrimut Rd.,
Tarneit
TO: Geelong and district
COST.  $35, plus accommoda-
tion. See below
BOOKINGS:Essential by Sunday,
25 August
Nick Hutton,
0412 051 358
nhutton@tpg.com.au

DO NOT CALL NICK TO REG-
ISTER! You must register/book
via the CCOCA website
https://citroenclassic.org.au
GEELONG TOUR BOOKING
A COMBINED CCOCA AND
CCCV EVENT
This midweek tour has been
designed to capture the many
interests of those attending.
It is a three day/two night geta-
way with options for individuals
to extend their visit or join the
group when they wish. It will
include a scenic drive to the
Steiglitz Historical Park and a
tour of the Lara Museum and
Historical Centre. The high-
light of this Tour will be the
Fyansford Paper Mill Heritage
Precinct where we will be given
a private tour.

MORE INFO:

National
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PREFERRED ACCOMMODATION:

% Tasman Holiday Park, 75 Bar-
rabool Road, Belmont. [03]
5243 5505 Concessional rates
have been negotiated as fol-
lows:

4 Standard one bedroom cabin;
$125 per night payable in full
on booking, non-refundable
or $139 per night, first night
payable on booking, second
night on arrival, fully refund-
able on cancellation up to 72
hours before arrival date.

4% De-luxe one bedroom cabin;
$143 per night payable in full
on booking non-refundable
or $159 per night, first night
payable on booking, second
night on arrival, fully refund-
able on cancellation up to 72
hours before arrival date.

Members will need to make

their own reservations direct

with the park quoting that they
are part of the Citroén tour
group to get the above rates.

Note that NO accommoda-

tion is being held so make your

booking as soon as possible.

COST:

| Attendees will need to prepay

| for the Museum, Mill entry fees

and a Communal Dinner when
registering.

| These are optional:

i =' Lara Museum $5
Fryansford Paper Mill $10
Communal Dinner $20

All other expenses are the re-
sponsibility of attendees
A detailed Tour ltinerary s
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Darebin Tyre and Service Centre
Incorporating

Cars of France

170 GRANGE RD. FAIRFIELD
Ph: 03 9499 7522

03 9499 2478
www.carsoffrance.com.au

CITROEN Service

Full & Part restoration

Proxia & Sagem Diagnostic Equipment -
Sphere regas, change over starter motors
Change over alternators & hydraulic components
Spare Parts New & Used

Licensed vehicle tester RWC

Less 10% CCCV members

Citroén Owners and

available for you to read or
download here.

TOUR ITINERARY
Attendees will be notified by
email of any updates and chang-
es seven days before the event.

CCCV September
Dinner Meeting

WHEN: Thursday,
|9 September
TIME: From 18:45

WHERE: The Old England
Hotel, 459 Lower Heidelberg
Rd., Heidelberg.

COST:  Food and refreshments
to your account
REGISTRATION:  Essential, by
Monday, 16 September. Text or
email Nick Hutton

BRING: Hunger and a thirst
MORE INFO: Nick Hutton,
0412 051 358
nhutton@tpg.com.au

Once again in place of a club
night in the Nunawading club
rooms, we are heading for a
pub outing and meal.
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These sojourns are to encour-
age members who otherwise
might not attend Club meetings.
We rotate the area that they
are held in so as to make them
convenient to members in far
flung areas.

These sojourns are to encour-
age members who otherwise
might not attend Club meetings.
We rotate the area that they
are held in so as to make them
convenient to members in far
flung areas. This month we
head North.

CCOCA September
Monthly Meeting

WHEN: Wednesday,
25 September
TIME: From 19:30

WHERE:  Hawthorn Bowling
Club, | Wood St., Hawthorn
[cnr Denham St

COST. Free
REGISTRATION:  Essential for
catering by 23 September
MORE INFO: Lee Dennes,
activities@citroenclassic.org.au

DO NOT CALL LEE TO REGIS-
TER! You must register/book via
the CCOCA website:
https://citroenclassic.org.au
Event details will be available
closer to the date. Keep you eyes
peeled for Lee Dennes' email.


www.carsoffrance.com.au
https://citroenclassic.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Geelong-Tour-itinerary-outline_v2.pdf
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|7TH INTERNATIONAL
CITROEN CAR CLUBS RALLY,
TORUN, POLAND
[4-18 August 2024
We cordially invite you to
Torun.

We have prepared a rich and
varied program for you, includ-
ing: Citroén club exhibitions,
daily activities for children and
adults, local rallies and concerts
ranging from classical music, jazz
to rock and, for residents, a pa-
rade on the Philadelphia Boule-
vard combined with a concours
d'élégance and an exhibition on
the Old Market Square.

In addition, you will be able
to buy various products from
Europe at the flea market, try
dishes from a variety of cuisines
and, of course, admire Citroén
cars from different eras.

Citroén owners will fall in love
with Torui’s Old Town, which is
inscribed on UNESCO’s World
Heritage list, and will have the
opportunity to search for; and
purchase, rare parts for their
cars in Encounter City, which
is located 3km from the city
centre.

Obviously they will talk almost
endlessly about cars and techni-
cal matters with friends who
are not only Europe ~ we have
participants from Martinique,
New Zealand and the USA.

May Citroén cars, their posi-
tive owners and the brand mot-
to ‘Créative Technologie’ bring
you joy, and a respite from the
tsunami of negative emotions
coming at us from all sides. We
are waiting for you in Torun ~
a city with wonderful architec-
tural monuments and valued
collectors of vintage cars.

Further enquiries regarding
participation in the planned event
should be addressed by email to
at@automobliklubtorunski.pl
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Y Not a] Member's Model: 2C\V/ 4-x4

My adventure with a
2CV 4x4 began with

a conversation with the [sadly]
late Rene Goedel during the
1988 Raid Australia. He, and his
wife Marjolene, had brought a
Mehari from Holland to partici-
pate in the Raid. By the end of
the trek from Perth to Sydney
via Alice Springs, Rene's dust
intake had convinced him that
a slightly more sealed vehicle
would be better suited for the
following Raid, in 1992.

Rene informed me that he in-
tended to build a 4x4 replica
for this purpose, which he and

National Magazine for

Phil Ward'’s 2Cv 4x4 in Western Aus-
tralia during Raid 1996.

Citroén Owners and

because the Sahara was hand
built, in relatively small batch-
es, at the Panhard Factory, each
car was individual, and differed
in detalil, during its production
of only 694 examples.

While the genuine 2CV Saha-
ra had two 425cc engines, Rene
fitted two 602cc engines and
also, using the later 2CV gear-
boxes, kept the drum brakes to
keep it more original for Dutch
registration.

The only other changes were
cable operated clutches, not
hydraulic, the bonnet with the
spare wheel well, retained the
ripples ~ not flat ~ and the rear
mudguards had not been cut
out like the original models. Al-
though I did subsequently sculpt
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the rear guards to replicate the
original.

| took possession of Rene's
2CV 4x4 at the end of the 1992
Raid in far north Queensland,
and drove the 4,000km trek
back home to Adelaide. To say
the 4%x4 was great to drive is an
understatement. | have had nu-
merous 2CVs, and derivatives,
from old to new and have al-
ways enjoyed their quirks and
simplicity, but not quite so the
lack of power.

But the 4x4 made up for that.
This 2CV was able to keep up
with traffic, maintain a high cruis-
ing speed [and easily go over
the speedo’s limit of 130kph!],
and climb hills with ease. Stabil-
ity was impressive: with the ex-

Marjolene would sell before re-
turning to Holland. Naturally, |
jumped in with ‘if you build it,
I will buy it!" | had wanted a Sa-
hara for a long time, but finding
a genuine one can be a difficult,
and expensive, exercise.

When | visited Rene in 1989,
at his home in Rotterdam, the
build was well underway. He
had found a suitable late ‘50s,
ripple bonnet 2CV and was put-
ting his impressive aircraft engi-
neering skills to work fabricating
a very faithful replica. But then,

TYREPLUS EASTLAND

cnr BOND & NEW STREET RINGWOOD 3134
PHONE: 9879 8487

PROPRIETOR: STEFFAN ROSIER
Please check for current stock and prices.
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tra weight and
even weight
distribution,
the 4x4 han-
dled superbly.
The trade off
for this was a
heavy clutch ~
operating two
clutches by ca-
ble would have
been lighter
had the original
Sahara hydrau-
lic system been
used. Also, the
vehicle was also
much  noisier,
with  engines
running  front
and back.
Interestingly,
the fuel con-
sumption  was
increased by
only 75%, not
double as might
be  expected.
This is because
the two engines
are essentially
assisting  each
other, and are
therefore less
stressed. Also,
there is not an
issue with syn-
chronisation of
the two mo-
tors, their rela-
tively low pow-
er means they

Rengh daver edkpiadn of & 207 gear
[boxhousinegtofprovidellinkagesktofitond
and] mer gearberss, The ey faim
lacking@fromtheJoriginalfSaharayiskal

' for €aboxA
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andfcharge]lampsH
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happily run to-
gether at the
road speed,
and if the ac
celerator cables
are not accu-
rately adjusted,
it doesn’t really
matter.

| did numer-
ous interstate
trips with this
vehicle in the
|5, or so, years
that | owned
it, including the
1996 Raid Aus-
tralia, which
was from Alice
Springs via the
Kimberlys and

Broome, to
Perth.

Another high-
light was the

glorious  4x4
only beach run
from Noosa to
Double Island
Point and Rain-
bow Beach ~ |
was amused to
see those 4x4
drivers stuck in
the sand, as the
2CV cruised ef-
fortlessly past.
But the most
memorable run
was  through
the  Victorian
Alps, where the



26

June, 24

Australia’s

National Magazine for

Y Not a] Member's Model: 2C\V/ 4-x4

p25litreRfuelktanks}
undeifeachliion e S
Tibe 2007 454} finferfor ~ euigined
fordtwinfignitionswitchesHfloon [ﬁﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁﬁ
dualffuel andAvoltmeterd

Citroén Owners and

DriveVoll 8YNoY/ ][ August/September

Enthusiasts

27

June, 24

2CV 4x4's han-
dling and pow-
er made light
work of those

alpine roads.
Over the
years, | did

make a cou-
ple of improve-
ments, includ-
ing long range
fuel tanks ~
25litre  instead
of I5litre under
each front seat.
Another  im-
provement was
new rear sus-
pension  arms
made by Louis
Barbour.  The
original  arms
were modi-
fied front arms,
which  proved
too short for
the suspension
travel. | also re-
made the igni-
tion switch box
to be more like
the original.

To sum up,
this 2CV 4x4
was a very well-
engineered
replica, was fun
to drive and
could go any-
where. Do |
regret  selling
it? Yes. Would
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Y Not a] Member's Model: 2C\V/ 4-x4

44 beach drive' ~ Noosa tol Rainbow
Beach; Queensland

Citroén Owners and

The 2CV 4%4 at the ‘Cherry Venture’
shipwreck, Teewah Beach, Queensland

| have one again? Maybe, but |
would have to build one myself,
and | am already committed to
rebuilding my H-van and con-
verting it to electric.
Clest la vie!

Footnote |: Rene did subse-
quently go on to build a second
2CV 4x4 for the Raid in 1996
using two Visa 652cc engines;
an impressive beast! It now lives
in England.

Footnote 2: ‘Cherry Venture'
was a 1,600ton cargo ship
of Scandinavian origin. It ran
aground on Teewah Beach
in  South East Queensland,
Australia on 6 July 1973 and
remained on the beach until its
removal in early 2007. In late
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2006, it was announced that
the wreck would be demol-
ished because of increasing dan-
gers posed by its deterioration,
including exposed asbestos in
the engine room. After the
demolition of the wreck, the
state government ordered the
site to be buried for the safety
of wvisitors. In 2013, Cyclone
Oswald caused severe erosion
at the site which removed the
layer of sand above the remains
of the hull. This sparked the
tourism business because the
wreck was, and still is, a special
example of Australia’s shipping
history.

Phil Ward
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In the Limelight

National Magazine for

R oger Moore’s two fa-
vourites of his Bond films
[as well as the two he consid-
ered to be his best] were The
Spy Who Loved Me’ [1977] and
‘For Your Eyes Only' [1981]. He
stated that, of all the cars he
drove in the franchise, the Cit-
roén 2CV was his favourite,

Director; John Glen, used the
slopes and olive trees around
Corfu town for the chase be-
tween Melina’s Citroén 2CV
and Gonzaless men driving
Peugeot 504s.

The scene was shot across
|2 days, with stunt driver Rémy

Citro&n
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J ames Bond: ‘I love a
drive in the country...
Don’t you?’
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Julienne driving the Citroén.
Four Citroén 2CVs were
used, with modifications for
the stunts. In order to outrun a
pair of black Peugeot 504s, the
usual two-cylinder engine was
swapped for the more powerful
four-pot boxer from a Citroén
GS. One even received a special
revolving plate on its roof, so it
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could get turned upside down.

Citroén later marketed a lim-
ited edition 2CV 007, complete
with imitation bullet holes.

CCCUK's very own Nigel
Wild has one of the original cars
stashed away in his Church, and
we spotted an immaculate look-
alike at the 50th Anniversary G
Rally.
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Wat s RAID? It is
primarily for like-

minded lunatics to take a 2CV
for a month into remote areas
of Australia, for which normal
people would consider a four
wheel drive essential. This in-
volves a significant amount of
dirt roads, some with horren-
dous corrugations, water cross-
ings, bush camping, and travel-
ling with a great bunch of fellow
Citroén enthusiasts. The Aus-
tralian version of RAID has run,
at the time of writing, seven
times, once every four years,
since 1992.

This particular RAID started,
and finished, in Alice Springs,
which obviously required all
participants to get there to be-
gin, and then return home af-
terwards. The RAID itself was
6,500km, plus travel to and
from Alice Springs. Around a
third of the 60+ cars and driv-
ers were from overseas, so
their respective journeys re-
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RAID 20176, Part |: Days 1 to 12

quired considerable planning
and logistics to even get to Aus-
tralia, import their cars, then
drive to Alice Springs from their
port of entry

Preparation of my 2CV for
RAID

| purchased my 1985 2CV
Charleston from Bob Shackley
in Canberra in October 2015. It
had a new galvanised chassis and
completely rewelded body and
all major components had been
renovated or replaced. Every-
one said that it was too good to
use for RAID, but | bought it to
do RAID, so | was quite relaxed
and confident about it

The general consensus for
RAID preparation is to remove
the rear seat, check all electri-
cal connections, cover and se-
cure brake and petrol lines, fit a
CB radio, change the engine oll
and filter, fit a pre-filter on the
air cleaner and generally check
everything was secured. All
sounds easy really, but it took
many weekends of work to get
the car in a state with which |
was happy.

The packing of the car re-
quired 30litres of fuel and 20li-
tres of water, plus camping
equipment, food, clothes, tools,
spares and an extra tyre and
tube. | was OK because Helen,
my wife, had decided that RAID
was not for her; so | had more
space and flexibility than those
cars with two people, plus all
their gear.

Citroén Owners and

Adelaide to Alice Springs ~
Three days and 1,500km

This was to be a shake down
test for the cars. Several mem-
bers of the South Australian
Club were going on RAID. So,
on 28 July, | started from a wet
Aldgate, in the Adelaide Hills, to
meet Greg in Adelaide to be-
gin the adventure. We then met
Colin and Mary in their car on
the north of Adelaide and trav-
elled in the rain until our first
bakery stop, before heading
via Port Pirie and Port Augus-
ta, to then turn onto the Stuart
Highway which leads to Alice
Springs.

The road had a very different
feel from the previous highway.
The traffic was mostly big, mus-
cular Four Wheel Drives, with
off-road trailers and roof racks
filled with jerry cans and camp-
ing gear. | did feel somewhat
concerned about a 2CV doing
all this, but confident nonethe-
less. Seeing several rolled over
and burnt-out or abandoned
cars on the roadside added to
my concern, but hey, we are on
an adventure!

Our first night camping, af-
ter 630km, was at Glendambo,
which has a good pub next to
the camp site, so no cooking
yet. The night was cold, with
ice on the tent in the morning,
but a beautiful sunrise and a hot
shower made a good start to
the day

Coober Pedy was the
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planned lunch stop, but prob-
lems with Greg's car leaking oil
and misfiring, extended that for
an hour or so, until the issue
of excess crank case pressure
was resolved. Coober Pedy is
a bizarre place, famed for opal
mining, with most things under-
ground because of the summer
heat. Our 500km trip to Mar-
la was slow, because of Greg's
car plus having to follow a wide
load at 80kph for 40km. We ar-
rived with the long shadows just
in time to pitch the tent before
dark. Another steak at the pub!
However, we were kept awake
by the cows in a road train cat-
tle truck, that were destined to
become pub meals all too soon.
The third and final day was
440km to Alice Springs. As we
crossed the border into North-
ern Territory, the weather im-
proved noticeably, and by the
time we arrived at Alice Springs,
it was T-shirt and shorts time.
Because the camping ground
was the meeting point for eve-
ryone on RAID, it was busy. First
camp cooking, which went well.
Alcohol is carefully controlled in
NT, with police on duty at every
Bottle Shop to ensure the two
litres per day wine ‘limit" for
everyone was enforced. Noisy
night with traffic and three
blasts from the Ghan train at
06:30 to wake everyone up.
Sunday was spent fixing up
the cars, as required. Mine had
a leaking front shock absorber,



36 Australia’s

June, 24

which was quickly exchanged
for a used spare while organis-
ing a new pair to be sent on to
Katherine for the following Fri-
day [thanks Rolf]. The welcome
dinner was arranged for Sunday
night to introduce everyone,
and to give some thoughts on
the month ahead, and to ar-
range the travelling groups of
six to eight cars each.
Day 1

| was in Team Baudin [com-
prising three French, and three
Australian, cars]. Baudin was a
French Navy Captain who met
the English Captain, Matthew
Flinders in 1804 at the conveni-
ently named Encounter Bay in
South Australia. Despite France
and England being at war at the
time, the meeting was amicable,
and in this spirit the journey be-
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gan.

Our first fuel stop proved in-
teresting, because there was
only one pump for 60+ cars,
so an enforced lunch stop was
in order. We encountered our
first outback car ~ a relative-
ly new Commodore but with
smashed windscreen, no other
windows, no number plates and
four smiling Aboriginal Austral-
ians who roared off at maxi-
mum speed, as soon as they
had got fuel.

Shortly afterwards, we en-
countered our first dirt road,
heading into Yuendumu. The
corrugations were fearsome,
and everyone stopped to re-
duce tyre pressures to |8psi.
What a difference! We arrived
at our first proper bush camp
late afternoon. One of the cars
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needed a new rear engine oil
seal. Engine out in the middle of
the camp, and back into the car,
in under two hours!

Gathered wood for a camp
fire because it turned really cold
as soon as the sun went down.
Camp food, red wine and a
fire is good for the soul. Simon
gazed into the fire and said ‘Just
do stuff, as we will all be dead in
30 years!" | agree with the sen-
timent. It had been a great first
day
Day 2

All day on the dirt into the
Tanami Desert. We needed a
|Olitre fuel top up en route, be-
cause there were no fuel stops
today. Greg suffered a broken
driver's side window from a
stone thrown up by a passing
2CV. Not happy!

The corrugations gave Colin
a flat tyre, and | dented two
wheel rims [pressures too low
at 16psi]. My front grill fell off,
as the screws fell out, but was
quickly reattached with self-tap-
pers. The prescribed camp site
at Rabbit Flat was as elusive as
any rabbits, so we moved on
to another suitable area. We
fixed Colin's flat tyre while the
French replaced the real en-
gine oil seal on Fraid’s car, with
a spare one that another car
happened to have. Both took
around two hours. We learnt
a lot about how to break the
bead on a flat tyre. Not as easy
as it looks. King Pins and Drive
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shafts greased ready for tomor-
row. A beef and noodle dinner
with good chat around the fire,
until well after dark. Everyone
feeling content with lifel

Day 3

Soon after we had set off,
Fraid's car was leaking oil again
from the rear oil seal. The
French group started to re-
move the engine again ready for
another new seal. Because we
could not sensibly assist, Colin,
Mary and | continued on the
dirt, only to quickly catch up
with another group which we
followed until another car came
to a shuddering halt with a bro-
ken suspension tie rod.

The first actions were for all
the willing helpers to lift the car
from the broken side, to reach
the balance point, when the
spare wheel was used to bal-
ance the car. A perfect fit! The
tie rod thread had snapped,
and as no spare was with the
group, welding was the only
answer. Two [2volt batteries
provided the necessary power.
| found that, by good fortune,
the tie rod thread is the same
as a 2CV wheel nut thread, and
| happened to have a couple of
spares. This made the welding
repair much stronger, and with-
in an hour or so, we were all
ready to continue, having had
to let a road train just squeeze
past the car under repair. This
was the only other vehicle that
we saw all day!
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After arrival at our camp site,
we built another camp fire,
and enjoyed dinner with lots of
red wine, which led to extend-
ed discussion, under the stars,
about various topics including
how many pieces of wood pro-
duce the optimum flame on the
fire and the relative interaction
of different termite communi-
ties! It all seemed to make per-
fect sense at the time
Day 4

After discovering that | tem-
porarily had a mobile phone sig-
nal, we reunited with Greg and
the rest of Team Baudin, who
had successfully replaced the
rear oil seal, again, the day be-
fore. We set off for 260km of
dirt roads to get to Top Springs.
| love driving in the morning.
The sunlight is really intense,
without being too hot, which
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just made the whole country-
side come alive and emphasise
the vastness and diversity of the
outback.

We only saw two other mov-
ing cars in the first two hours,
but several others at the road-
side that had broken down and
simply been abandoned. It is
prohibitively expensive to get a
recovery truck into the desert.

Lunch proved interesting,
with the difference between
French and Australian cultures
becoming apparent. French cul-
ture dictates a leisurely stop,
picnic tables out, tossed salads
prepared and a glass of wine
savoured under a shade can-
opy stretched between two
of the 2CV vans. Meanwhile,
Greg made cheese sandwiches
and | enjoyed tinned tuna and
a Cuppa Soup! The afternoon
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drive gave Colin another flat
tyre [the same one] just as we
re-emerged onto the bitumen
and much discussion ensued
about tyre pressures. Tyres
were pumped back up to 26psi
for the oh-so-smooth single
width bitumen road, with dirt
shoulders. A couple of oncom-
ing road trains, travelling at the
I30kph speed limit, encouraged
all the 2CVs to pull over and
wait until they had passed, with-
out slowing down. Top Springs
camp ground seemed very
crowded compared with the
unlimited vistas on the previous
bush camps. But they had hot
showers, and dinner was pro-
vided at the Roadhouse. Wine
was only available by the glass,
but even so the 00+ visitors
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soon discovered that they had
run out of red. Onto beer then!
Despite the inner warmth, the
evening cooled rapidly and with
no camp fire, everyone went to
bed relatively early
Day 5

Both my front shock absorb-
ers had decided that they were
no longer working at all, and
even on the bitumen gave a
very bumpy and noisy ride. For-
tunately, a new pair should be
waiting for me at Katherine, our
next stop. Today's journey was
all bitumen, and provided vari-
ous photo opportunities includ-
ing endless termite mounds and
a recent ‘roo roadkill, which just
found its way onto Fraid's car.

| suspect this picture will also
end up in the book of the RAID,
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for which Fraid is the photogra-
pher. His co-driver, Florent, is a
very talented artist who has al-
ready been sketching both the
scenery and 2CVs in various
stages of undress on each day
so far. He will be doing this eve-
ry day, and based on the two
books already produced [Mada-
gascar and Kenya), the bilingual
book they produce of this RAID
will be outstanding. Lunch again
demonstrated the cultural di-
vide; but in spite of this we ar-
rived in good spirits in Kather-
ine mid-afternoon. The camp
ground had full amenities, in-
cluding adjacent Hot Springs, so
the first stop was a supermar-
ket and bottle shop for essen-
tial food and alcohol replenish-
ment. We had now driven well
into the Northern Territory;
the weather had warmed up
considerably and only a sheet,
rather than a sleeping bag, was
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necessary overnight. It was a lit-
tle cool just before dawn.
Day 6
‘Rest days' at Katherine. Eve-
ryone gave their cars much
needed TLC. Mine had the two
front shock absorbers replaced.
A quick and simple job, and the
cause of the failure of the origi-
nals was discovered ~ they had
been fitted back to front! [Same
as the rear ones, but | had spot-
ted that, and fixed that before |
left Adelaide]. What a different
to the ride quality ~ even no-
ticeable on the bitumen! | was
now much more relaxed about
the 2,000km of dirt to come.
My repairs were minor in com-
parison with those of others. A
walk around the camp showed
some serious activity on many
of the cars: from wheel straight-
ening to full engine removal, ex-
change and gearbox rebuilding.
The camp also had a laundry,
so much dust
was removed
by every-
one, especial-
ly in the Hot
Springs.  An
afternoon  of
just  relaxing,
chatting and
soaking up the
atmosphere
was most in-
vigorating
Day 7

Because
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nothing formal had been or-
ganized for the next few days,
all the groups made separate
plans. Team Baudin decided to
head further north to Kakadu,
then Litchfield; and then the
French all wanted to visit Dar-
win [to complete the south to
north journey across Australial.
We all set off together and, at
our morning tea stop at Mary
River roadhouse, Stephane dis-
covered his oil pressure warn-
ing sensor had failed and was
pumping oil out. Fortunately, he
carried a spare [because this is
a relatively common problem]
and we were soon all ready to
go again.

My driver's door window has
developed the annoying habit
of falling down onto my arm,
which was permanently resting
on the door. This was to assist
with the ‘cooling, 35° breeze
coming into the car in lieu of
air conditioning. A temporary
repair was made with double
sided tape. No expense spared
here.

Greg knew of a swimming
hole close by, down a 4WD-on-
ly track. All the cars made it, but
mine did suffer significant grind-
ing over the engine and pet-
rol tank guards [‘bash plates'].
That's what they are there for,
though. No apparent crocs in
the cold swimming hole, though
most of the group were reluc-
tant to try.

A short trip further on to
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Gurgural Camp site. No facili-
ties other than a ‘long drop),
which is still much better than
digging your own, on a cool
morning, to watch the sunrise!
Day 8

We introduced the French to
an Aussie Bakery experience at
Kakadu. They tried a pie, but
the look on their faces said it alll
Then a short trip to Jim Jim Bil-
labong camp. After setting up
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the tents, we left to go to Coo-
inda Resort, in Kakadu, to book
a sunset river cruise on Yellow
Water. Helen and | had done
this before, but only during the
day. The sunset cruise was su-
perb, and the animals, birds and
scenery were just sensational.

After the cruise, we all had
dinner at Cooinda. The pre-
ferred choice was the Kakadu
Platter, which was crocodile,
barramundi, smoked kangaroo
and buffalo sausages. Well, why
wouldn't you? We returned
to camp well after dark, and |
discovered that | had not fully
zipped up the inner fly screens.
So | spent the night with
mozzies buzzing around inside
the tent. Fortunately, they do
not find me particularly tasty.
Day 9

We continued to Jabiru
Lodge camp ground, set up
camp, then headed off late af-
ternoon to Ubirr Rock to look
at some aboriginal rock art, be-
fore climbing to the top of the
rock to watch the sunset, with
hundreds of others. Controlled
fires burning in the area creat-
ed a lot of drifting smoke haze
which obscured the setting sun,
so most people left as soon as
the sun dipped below the dis-
tant hills. However, our group
waited a while and were treat-
ed to a stunning kaleidoscope of
colour over a most memorable
view.

The descent proved challeng-
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ing as it was getting very dark
very quickly, and, of course, |
had left my head torch in the
carl On the way back to the
camp, we stopped at a Thai
restaurant which was the only
place to eat in the whole area.
It was extremely good, despite
it being alcohol free [by law]
and being watched by a small
army of cane toads as we ate
our meals.

The drive back was the first
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time | had driven the car at
night. Interestingly the lights ap-
pear to dip towards the right
[from a LHD car?] Something
else to add to the list for when |
get back to Adelaide.
Day 10

Travel to Litchfield, via 60km
of good, if a little dusty, dirt
road. Mostly 70-80kph with
a few dry creek crossings and
floodways. It was so enjoyable
that | wanted to go back and
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do it again. Sadly, we needed to
keep going.

Stopped in Batchelor for fuel,
food and beer. The bottle shop
was part of the pub, so a cold
beer was most welcome to set-
tle the dust. We headed to a
camp near Florence Falls, via a
quite challenging 4WD track.

The other campers were all in
off-road caravans and seemed a
little nonplussed to have seven
2CVs arrive. We had to scav-
enge for firewood, but man-
aged to find a couple of dead
trees which we dragged back
to camp. As we had no chain-
saw, we just laid the trees
across the fire until they burnt
through, and then started again.
No problem! The fire was only
for cooking, on the built in hot
plate, because by then the tem-
perature was 35° with 22°
overnight.

Our friendly neighbours de-
cided that 22:30 was way too
late to be chatting. They also
asked the French to get Jean
Pierre to stop snoring. That
was also keeping them awake.
There's no pleasing some peo-
ple.

Day 11

A rest day at the camp. All the
French cars left for Darwin, but
all the Australians had been be-
fore, so we decided just to chill
out. The river that ran on the
edge of the camp was actually
nicer than a morning shower [if
there had been onel.
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After lunch, we walked to
Florence Falls swimming hole.
Most invigorating and relax-
ing and very popular. Late af-
ternoon, we decided to vis-
it the Lost City. John and Liz's
car was making some worrying
noises from the front wheel, so
they headed back to camp. The
road to Lost City was [0km and
marked for 4WD only. Wrong!
Apart from some sandy sec-
tions [which were easy af-
ter dropping tyre pressures to
12psi], it was a very enjoyable
drive to arrive there and find
the place deserted. The long
shadows added to the eerie at-
mosphere of the natural rock
formations. The return drive

was even better as we knew
what to expect. Another dip in
the river, cold beer; dinner and
bed with a huge grin after an-
other great day

Day 12

Return to Katherine to hear
the tragic news that Markuu
was killed in an accident while
in Kakadu. Everyone was dev-
astated, and a very moving me-
morial service was held in the
camp in his honour.

Next edition, we will bring
this Raid story to its conclusion.
Our thanks to Loui Burke for al-
lowing us to reprint his article
about his participation in Raid
2016.

I ooking Forward

The next Fromnt Drfve’ wil] be publlisfed
on August 12 and willl celebrate e 50
Annfversary of the leunan of the

Do you own &
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@ May 22 a small group
of members braved the

wintry chill to attend the club
general meeting, the theme of
which was Tool Time. It was a
night where members shared
their creativity in solving prob-
lems.

If there had been a prize for
the most minimal tool exhibited
it would have been Marg Towt’s
drinking straw, which can be
used to clear carby blockages.
[Blow, don't suck!] Marg also
carries a wire coat hanger in her
2CV, and she has experience of
one of these being both a tool
and a repair material.

The most common tools
brought along by those attend-
ing were for centralizing brake
shoes. There were at least half
a dozen different versions, rang-
ing from professionally made
ones sold by the regular parts
vendors to home-made jobs
based around timber and PVC

pipe!

Recent Doings: Tool Tirme

National Magazine for

Timber also featured in John
Wyers' 2CV tools, with one of
them being a dummy piston to
aid in assembling a 2CV head.

Demonstrating that modern
techniques can be used to cre-
ate tools for old cars, Simon
Marshall showed what could
be done using CAD to draw
some spanners he needed, fol-
lowed by feeding the CAD file
into a plasma cutter to make
the tools. In a similar vein, Ray
Potts brought along 3D printed
tool to aid in assembling a GS
synchro, and Mark Forster had
a 3D printed cup holder for a
2CV. Needless to say, all these
items looked thoroughly profes-
sional.

Mark also showed a collection
of tiny files and other tools he
has made to repair the push-
connectors in 2CV wiring. The
scale of these tools showed that
Mark probably missed his calling
to be a dentist.

Max Lewis showed some of
the club’s collection of Traction
tools, with a reminder that they
are available for loan for just the
cost of postage. Max also had an
interesting box of mystery tools
which turned out mostly to be
manufactured by Facom and in-
tended for use on a 2CV. Un-
fortunately, nobody could iden-
tify exactly what tasks some of
them were for, so Max still has
some homework to do.

The People’s Choice Award
went to Pottsy for a spanner he
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created to allow a
torque wrench to
be used on the

bolts hold-

ing the drive

shafts of a GS

to the gear-

box. This span-

ner is more bent

than Al Capone, but it
works to get past drive shaft
boots and other obstructions
to reach bolts which one would
suspect were tightened in the
factory before the rest of the car

Enthusiasts
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was  assem-
bled around
them. It's a
fair bet that
Sidchrome
would decline
to honour the
lifetime  war-
ranty if this
spanner ever
broke.

All of these
tools  work,
showing
that  creativ-
ity sometimes

counts for

more
than

a fully
equipped
workshop, or

reliance on spe-

cialist suppliers.

lan Macdermott
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Papybus Omnibus IV

7 ractions, Traits,
/resors. ...
Bonjour les amis Citroén-
nistes des antipodes.

Here in Western France
we were delighted to receive
weather-briefing messages dur-
ing May from family and friends
in  Western Australia ; voice-
mails and video clips rejoicing
that the long-awaited first rains
of autumn had begun to fill wa-
ter tanks and refresh parched
lawns and paddocks.

By contrast, according to Mé-
téo France, in Vendée we had
one of the wettest winters on
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record ; the precipitation of
May extended the trend. The
first, eighth, ninth and twenti-
eth of the month were all pub-
lic holidays this year, but fine
weather was only to be had on
the eighth.

Not surprising, then, that
three of us had to don gum-
boots on Ascension Day to re-
lease the Dyane from its bog-
gy prison, beneath the oaks, on
the far side of the hay meadow.
It had been stuck there for two
weeks after | concluded, wrong-
ly, that the paddock might be
accessible after three rainless
days...
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Normally, by the start of June,
we would be expecting our
neighbour to turn up to cut the
grasses, buttercups and ox-eye
daisies, then make the most of a
week’s sunshine to dry and bale
the hay. But this year, most local
agriculteurs seem to be grum-
bling that the seasons are run-
ning a month late : we'll have to
see what the rest of June brings
as they dash to sow maize and
sunflowers.

A colourful bonus, though, is
that this prolonged wet-season
has resulted in an exceptional
year for wildflowers. On May's

Enthusiasts 51

June, 24

fourth public holiday, Pentecost
Monday, as | drove Papybus to
Yvonnick's house, | paused to
take some pictures of mauve
orchids. These are normally
quite rare, but this year they
have sprung in carpets along the
verges between our hamlets.

Turning into Yvonnick's drive-
way, | could see his Traction
on axle-stands, minus its front
wheels.

« Misterr Brrown! | have a
gift for you! But firrst, come
and have a look at this contrrra-
ption !I'»

He proudly showed me the
hub-puller he had acquired.

« You see | Everything is bet-
terr with the corrrect... appar-
eil. What is appareil in English,
mon ami ? »

| tell him that an anglophone
would probably say device
or apparatus. Then | smile in-
wardly recalling that the [now
somewhat archaic] franco-
phone telephone greeting « qui
est a l'appareil 7 » translates as
« who's calling ? »

« Well, this... apparrratus,
this deevice is tout simplement
magique... Look, mon ami: in-
stead of much struggle with
hammeurs and leeveurs, | just
turn this spanneur... »

| watch as he removes the
Traction brake drum with... pa-
nache.

« But this is not the trreasure
| wanted to show you today :
look on the passenger seat. As |
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“NO ONE KNOWS YOUR
PASSION LIKE SHANNONS.”

oo G A

Shannons Home and Comprehensive Car and Bike insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just
like you, with features like:

B Choice of repairer B Agreed value B Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts

B Limited Use & Club Plate cover M Laid up cover B One excess free windscreen
claim per year H Total loss salvage options B Home & Contents Insurance including
$10,000 enthusiast items cover for your collectables & tools ® Towing & storage costs
as a result of loss or damage ™ Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive,
bike or your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of Al Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer.
Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not taken account of your objectives, financial situation
or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance, available at shannons.com.au. The Target Market
Determination is also available. Terms, conditions, limits and exclusions apply. The type of cover must be specified on your certificate

of insurance. If you do not use your vehicle in accordance with the vehicle usage shown on your policy certificate you may not be
covered in the event of a claim. Discounts do not apply to the optional Shannons Roadside Assist or CTP.

Scan to find out more
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shannons.com.au
www.123ignition.com.au
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Papybus Omnibus IV

said, | have a gift for you. »

| open the suicide door. On
the pin-striped  upholstery,
there is a glossy-covered and
well-thumbed handbook.

« I thought that you might like
to show it to our Austrralian
frriends. The Deux-Chevaux
handbook dates from 1962, just
after the firrst cars with the
new bonnet appeared... »

| look through the pages.
Yvonnick has always been in-
terested in graphic design, and,
from his position next to the
Traction front brakes, he com-
ments, with characteristic en-
thusiasm, about the illustra-
tions...

« You see, cher ami, much
good design can come from the
first trace of a pencil... le pre-
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mier TRAIT de crayon... Con-
sider the lines of this Trrraction,
how the currves communicate
speed and... élégance... »

He gestures with both hands
outstretched towards his Trac-
tion.

| comment that brilliant design
may well be timeless, and point
to the Papybus. My friend raises
one eyebrow, and tactfully re-
turns to his amicable analysis of
the brochure.

« Oui, mon ami. | think that
this 24-page brrochure is a
worrk of arrt. A masteur-piss.
If you look closely, you can see
that the illustrator has signed
his or her name as COMTE, or
possibly CONTE. Or it could be
Conté or Comté of courrse.
Don't forrget to send our amis
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of antipodes some picturres
and illustrations from more
than sixty years ago ; | am sure
they will enjoy them. And per-
haps someone knows the true
identity of that illustrator ? »

« The handbook came with
the Trraction when | bought it
just before we were marrried.
The owner must have also had
a Deuche. Now, have a look in
the glove-box, la bolte a gants. »

| pull open the lid, and take
out a photograph.

« That was the day of our
marrriage, mon  ami!]uly
1976... year of the heatwave,
the canicule... »

| thank him for sharing these
treasures, and promise to sub-
mit them for publication.

Yvonnick pauses from his
hub-pulling and, as usual, we
end up on the front porch shar-
ing late-morning Muscadet and
yarns of recent events, local and
further afield. A folded copy of
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Ouest-France is on the outdoor
table, with a magnificent picture
of the Northern Lights above
the restored windmill between
Sainte-Cécile and Saint-Martin.

As | drive the C8 home, the
sun breaks through the clouds
above the windmill, and there
are half a dozen swifts wheeling
above its roofless tower.

The sunrays catch the gold
Camino scallop shell which we
keep on Papybus's ample dash-
top shelf, along with a wide-
brim five-dollar K-Mart trekking
hat purchased next to the Pin-
jarra WA pie shop last Novem-
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ber.

The curved panoramic wind-
screen magnifies the golden re-
flection in a single sweep, a sim-
ple... TRAIT.

| think about the Dutch pil-
grims who picnicked in the
windmill doorway last month.
They must be near, or possibly
beyond, the Spanish border by
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now.

Yvonnick’s
gift is on the
passenger
seat.

Perhaps the
good weather
is here.

At last.

Stay tuned,
amis aus-
traliens, as
June  unfolds
with promises
of Le Camp-
ing, a colourful
flashback from

1958, and a résumé of a Papy-
bus long-weekend autoroute
dash to Spain, renewing some
Aussie connections.

Alan Brown, June 2024

© This article, by Alan Brown,
has been written exclusively for
CCOCA. It may not be repro-
duced elsewhere without the
express permission of the author.
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%E is donel!

The engine is in, and runs, and
| have driven it. | drove down the
road and back ~ the important
part being that it got back with-
out anything falling off, or out. |
wasn't quite confident enough
to immediately take it to the
TOC Surrey-Hants-Sussex Sun-
day lunch but | did drive to work
the following day [ie today].

This was approximately six
weeks behind schedule. | orig-
inally thought this job would
take six weeks. That's an im-
pressive 100% overrun, which
even building contractors would
find impressive. | can claim that
a couple of trips abroad de-
prived me of four weekends,
but the rest is because there
were more details to take care
of than | had anticipated, this
not being a like for like swap,

Before attempting this, one
would be well advised to refer
to Jonathan Howard's article
‘D bottom End Conversions' in
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the May 1984 issue of ‘Floating
Power'.

[Your local Editor might contend
that members of CCCUK, for
whom this article was originally
written, may have some difficulty
locating a copy of said magazine.
The chance of a member of either
CCOCA or CCCV having a copy
to hand... well | will leave it to
you, the reader, to add your own
aphorism. Ed]

Of course, | should also have
read Jonathan's article before |
started. | think it is fair to say |
had no real idea what | was do-
ing. All | knew was that it was
possible to use an ID 19 block
with a Perfo head in a Traction
Avant because | knew people
had done it.

Here's my list of what | did,
right or wrong and some
thoughts about what | learnt in
hindsight.
| FLYWHEEL, STARTER AND

CLUTCH

Jonathan Howard says that
an Il D flywheel will fit a DS
crankshaft [by which | believe
he means an ID 19 crankshaft] if
you drill out the holes by Imm
and make a seventh hole for
the dowel. | think it's a bit more
complicated than that because
the Perfo engine has M8 studs
in the crank and | think the Il D
engine has M9 studs and the ID
engine has MIO tapped holes.
So it depends where you start
from.
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[.I FIXING THE FLYWHEEL TO
THE CRANKSHAFT

To fit my Perfo flywheel to
my ID 19 crankshaft, | had the
8mm holes drilled out to |0mm
and had an extra |Omm hole
drilled on the same PCD for the
dowel that the ID crankshaft
has, which is not present on the
Perfo. You will need to make
sure you position this between
the right pair of holes. One fix-
ing hole is offset to ensure you
always fit the flywheel in the
same orientation.

[.2 FLYWHEEL  AXIAL POSI-

TION

The mating face of the ID
crankshaft is 5mm closer to the
engine than the Perfo's. From
Jonathan Howard's article, | sus-
pect the ID |9 crankshaft may
be the same as the |l D in this
respect, but | do not know this.
To fit the Perfo flywheel to the
ID 19 crankshaft in the ID 19
block, | needed to make some
adjustment. My solution was to
have 2mm shaved off the back
of the flywheel and to add a
2mm spacer between the end
of the crankshaft and the fly-
wheel. This restored most of
the 4mm of the original Smm
gap. It meant the flywheel was
only 3mm out of position rela-
tive to the starter motor and
clutch face and it meant that
there is 3mm engagement of
the crankshaft in the flywheel
socket [of which Imm is cham-
fer, so effectively only 2mm].
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Part of my thinking is that | may
rebuild the original engine and
will need a flywheel. | can use
this flywheel on the original
crankshaft by just slipping some
8mm ID/I0mm OD sleeves
over the studs.

| made a mistake with the 2mm
spacer because | forgot about
the spigot bearing which s
clamped between the locking
plate and the flywheel The hole
in the middle of the spacer was
machined to 42mm diameten,
which is the same as the bore
in which the bearing sits. This
would mean the bearing would
not be clamped by the locking
plate. Luckily, | could buy a 2mm
thick 42mm diameter washer to
put behind the bearing, but, if |
was doing this again, | would ask
for the hole in the middle of the
spacer to be 36mm diameter
rather than 42mm.

You need to use the locking
plate for the Perfo but you have
to open the holes out to 10mm.
You should not have to make a
seventh hole for the dowel pin
because it will not protrude.

[.3 CLUTCH

| reasoned that there would be
sufficient adjustment to allow
for 3mm difference in the po-
sition of the clutch face, which
is now further away from the
cross shaft than is standard.
We'll see how it goes as the
clutch wears.
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|4 STARTER MOTOR

| was concerned that moving
the flywheel ring gear 3mm
closer to the starter motor may
cause a clash with the flange
on the pinion. With my starter
motor; there is no clash. | would
recommend checking, because
| would expect some variation
between different designs of
motor.

.5 FLYWHEEL BALANCE
Rightly or wrongly, because |
was starting from an engine
that was together and working,
| did not remove the crankshaft,
and did not have it balanced.
The machine shop did not have
the proper mandrel to check
the balance of the flywheel on
its own, but said it seemed OK
on their lathe. If | had the crank-
shaft out, | would probably have
had the whole lot balanced.
Mike Wilcock is doing some-
thing similar, and has taken a dif-
ferent route with the flywheel.
He has lightened his flywheel by
50%, taking Ilkg off it, and the
lightened flywheel has a new
recess, and a 5 mm spacer plate
to mate with the ID 19 crank.
This way avoids any change in
position of the clutch surface
and ring gear.

2 CAMSHAFT EXTENSION
The camshaft drives the exten-
sion shaft that runs in the bell-
housing, and drives the pulley
that drives the water pump and
generator. The connection to

The extension
shafts: modified
cf Perfo.
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the extension shaft differs ac-
cording to the engine type. The
Perfo uses an Oldham coupling.
The |1 D and the ID |9 both
use a spline, but not the same
way round. In fact, it's more
complicated, because the ID |9
changed the spline diameter in
July 1961. The Oldham coupling
does not support the exten-
sion shaft in the bellhousing
and so it runs in a ball bearing
at each end. To use the [l D/
ID 19 spline drive, whichever
one you use, the bearing at the
engine end has to go. And, of
course, you need an extension

Citroén

shaft with the right spline for
the camshaft. This does not ex-
ist in nature and will need to be
made specially. Andy Burnett
sent me one such special shaft.
An alternative, that has occurred
to me, is that | could have just
fitted my Perfo camshaft to the
ID 19 block because, as far as |
can see from the parts books,
they could be interchangeable.
[t would be important to check
that the length was OK for the
Oldham coupling.

3 ENGINE MOUNTS

The cast brackets on the side
of the ID |9 block looked the
same as those on my Perfo en-
gine, so | did not bother swap-
ping them over. But after | had
installed the engine, and tried
to set the height of the square
rubber block in the bulkhead, |
found | could not get the engine
low enough. It turns out there
are different part numbers for
ID 19 and Perfo brackets and,
by inspection, the difference
seems to be that the threaded
end is about 3mm thicker on
the ID |9 than on the Perfo. |
swapped them, and, with the
adjusters at the end of their
thread, the block does centre.
When they were supporting
the Perfo engine, they were set
somewhere like halfway up. So
why has this changed? | suspect

The engine mounts.
The engine mount in situ.
Engine mount and brake light switch.

Owners and Enthusiasts
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this may be partly because |
used new rubber pads under
the springs, because the old
ones had squashed, and, maybe
partly, because the ID 19 engine
is a little lighter than a Perfo. |
don't know that it is lighter, but,
if it isn't, the Citroén engineers
were not doing their job.

There has never been much
room between the downpipe
and the floor on my car. When
starting or stopping the engine,
you can hear an annoying clunk
as the flange hits the engine
rocks, and the flange hits the
floor. It may be that the gap
is now even smaller and, if so,
this can only be because the
downpipe to manifold connec-
tion has gone back together in
a slightly different way. When |
get a chance, I'll see whether |
can reset it.

4 HEAD GASKET, PUSHRODS
AND CAM FOLLOWERS.
Because | was using my original
Perfo head, | used a Perfo head

gasket copper type.

Pushrods come in different
lengths according to the head ~
| am using a Perfo head, there-
fore | am using Perfo pushrods.
If are using an Il D, head you
should use Il D pushrods.
Perfo, Il Dand ID 19 engines all
use the same 26mm diameter
cam followers.

5 BELL HOUSING TO BLOCK
The triangular brackets either
side of the Perfo’'s sump, which

Below: The fly-

wheel inspection
plates: ID 19 cf
Perfo.

Facing page:
Chris’ car in the
office carpark.
No sign of an oil
leak of any sort.
Inset: Paul
Bodiam’s Paris
Traction, with
his oddly parked
wipers.
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attach to the bellhousing, are
not present on the ID |9 en-
gine. The sump performs the
job of the brackets, but it has
holes for 7mm bolts. The bell-
housing has 10 holes, so you will
need M/x45 bolts and some
big washers.

6 FLYWHEEL

PLATE

This is the inspection plate that
covers the bottom of the fly-
wheel. The ID |9 sump mates
up directly to the bellhousing,
whereas the Perfo brackets
allow room for the inspection
plate to be interposed between
the bracket and bellhousing.
This means you either need
the plate from an ID |9, or you
need to cut away some mate-
rial from each end of the Perfo
plate. | chose to buy an ID 19
plate. To be honest, | think |
would recommend cutting a
Perfo plate. One reason is that

INSPECTION

Citroén

the ID 19 plate | bought didn't
quite fit properly without trim-
ming; and, secondly, a modified
plate would still fit a Perfo en-
gine should | choose to rebuild
mine.

And that's all there is to it.

A quick check in the company
car park at lunchtime showed a
complete absence of oil drips!
And, on the drive home | took
the speed up to 60mph and
found the nasty buzzing noise
has gone. I'm not sure why that

Owners and Enthusiasts
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Jotally Traction Photoeque: France

is, but I'm very happy.

It's very nice to be behind
the wheel of the Traction again,
and I'm pretty confidant the car
will be present at many of the
events lined up for this year: the
90th Anniversary in May, the
Citroén Festival in July, the IC-
CCR in Poland in August and
the TOC National Rally in Sep-
tember.

At the aforementioned TOC
lunch, Paul Bodiam asked me
a question about wipers. His,
like mine, are at the top of the
screen; and his car, like mine, is
an LHD Paris car.

Unlike mine, and any other
French LHD car we know of,
his wipers park on the left side
~ immediately in front of the
driver. Mine do what the oth-
ers do and park on the right,
obscuring the passenger’s view.
Paul would like to know how to

ers’ do.

| have never had a good look
at the wiper motor but, as far
as | can see, the parking mecha-
nism is inside it, presumably ini-
tiated by a cam moving a lever.
In that case, Paul's cam could be
fitted 180° out, relative to the
crank that it drives. Another al-
ternative is that the cranks on
which the wipers are mount-
ed are themselves fitted up-
side down, but | don't know if
there's room for this to be pos-
sible.

The motor itself could be
mounted upside down, but this
is unlikely because the wiring
connection is on one side, and
the wire is not long enough to
allow this. One day, I'll have a
look in mine and at least replace
the grease. But first, | must tidy
the garage and rebuild my drive
shafts.

make his wipers park like oth- Chris Bailey
QY dlub Advice Line
Traction Avant CX/C5

Ted Cross 9819 2208 Graeme McDonald 0409 134 836
2CV SM

Dave Rogers 0422 229 484 Lee Scholte 0407 150 038
AX/Berlingo Xantia/Xsara

Kirk Kirkcaldy 9363 2464 John Wyers 9787 6280
GS/GSA XM and modern models

Andrew Smith 9755 2439 Salman Chaudhry 0410 040 505
ID/DS C2/C3

Contact CCCV Don Scutt 9807 8999
BX (@)

John Wyers 9787 6280

John Fedorko 0438 597384
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Stellantis to Sell
Citroén’s Chateau Site

{/ he Ferté-Vidame site,

host to the landmark Cit-
roén Centenary gathering in
2019, and a significant part of
Citroén’s heritage is to be sold.

The news broke via a simple
email addressed to the com-
mune of Foréts du Perche,
which straightforwardly advised
of the plans to sell. This unique
testing and research centre,
which includes the famous PSA
track, upon which many of the
marque’s iconic cars were de-
veloped, is steeped in history;
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End of an Era

a place of pilgrimage for many
Citroén aficionados. However,
The Stellantis Group has decid-
ed that the 800hectare site will
be put up for sale by the end
of 2024. This reflects the shift
of focus for the development of
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vehicles to other group facilities,
such a Sochaux/Belchamp.

Surrounded by 12km of walls
[which effectively prevented
vehicles in development from
being seen], the Ferté-Vidame
centre is the largest private
property in France that is not
crossed by a public road.

The ruins of the Chateau
stand as a monument of Cit-
roén’s heritage, where legends
of the brands were developed
~ it is also here that the 2CV
prototypes were hidden dur-
ing World War 1l [only to be
forgotten, before being redis-
covered decades later. These
three prototypes, in their origi-
nal state, are on display at the
Conservatoire, Aulnay].

Owned by Citroén originally
and then by PSA, the Ferté-Vid-
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ame site is no longer operated
directly by Stellantis Group but
by Ségula, responsible for run-
ning ‘future vehicles’ even if the
Group remains the owner of
the site. The Stellantis Group
did not renew the Ségula con-
tract ~which ends at the end
of 2024~ and simultaneously
confirmed its desire to sell the
Ferté-Vidame site afterwards,
assuring that the 25 employ-
ees still present on the site will
be offered retraining within the
Group.

It is a hard blow for the village
of 530 inhabitants who benefit-
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ed from the activity generated
by the centre which supported
local businesses, but it is also a
hard blow for Citroén which
losses, with the sale of Ferté-
Vidame, an important site in its
history.

Details are hard to determine
at this time but there could be
a twinkle of hope in this rather
dark news. The Eure-et-Loire
Department [it owns the land
adjacent ot the site] is await-
ing official confirmation from
the Group on the sale of the
site but does not intend to let
it go without getting actively
involved in future plans. Chris-
tophe Le Dorven, president of
the Departmental Council of
Eure-et-Loire, declared: '... the
Department is the owner [of
land] contiguous with the do-
main of the castle... it will not
let anything happen [without
due process]. The Department
will work with the Group [and
acquirers] as a partner. | believe
it will be a very good idea to
[work towards] the reconver-
sion of the site into a museum
on the history of Citroén, for
example.

This may be wishful thinking,
but it might not be the end of
the Citroén era. Could it be the
start of another? Let's see.

This article was first published
by CCCUK in their magazine
‘The Citroénian’. It may not be
reproduced elsewhere without
their specific approval.
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